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GOD IS SOVERIGN IN MISSIONS

Acts 12

INTRODUCTION:

We see again great gm\ ; tz\, existing bet%an the Wand the
seedof the weman. A great _@between the DisWof Christ and Sy

And we note how the g€erpent carriegfon his battle.

W DWE in the f_g:;;gl,g.fu.ar.se}pent or in a

supernatural appearance. Jgmm he comes in the form of a_t%yx - and by man he works.

We will discover in this @‘r} ol this enemy of ours works. On the one hand,

we see the Mem rered by the Holy Spirit. an Christ
g Tes PV E

everywvhere. On the other hand, we see the(ha@ge’of Satan. The Apostles had

their uag and dcw - and in certain places they preached the CGospel. They had

been to the Centiles. And they had remained true to Christ.

Something of thwGWS takes bgavery. And it takes a

great idea that ape:;—g,é,r,t,ig,.c:ga:ed of Cod, and that he negdSebombeatedaemed and he

needs Cod in his life - to shape and to mold his life. And to fill his life. And

this is one of the challenges we witness in the W That Was@

in the W of ease nor nursed in the lap_of luxury. Tt had early to face the ™
baptism of persecution.
£e /Y
Thomas A. Kempis said mbutw If you substitute Satan

for man, the truth is the same. Sataa RULRgses or dWGod‘s redemptive

purpose. But CGod disposes his efforts to carry forward his intended goal. And

that is why the challenge of God is soverign in missions.
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There are really éﬁp ;,thinﬁs in this chapter that ought to be kept in mind.

First, Satan's power - V, 1-4. Second, So:fﬂ.gn power — V., 5-25.

eguﬂlhgbﬂg_ha M was used here to launch a

season of persecution. : Hemﬂ \' as a rneml“er of the F and it was seen

here that up until this time he had not bothered the Christian movement. But he

togk all restraint off his conscience. And this text means that he dwy

stretched them forth to persecute the church.

He beaan with eloin gf‘g_}g mg_rr_g_hg;; of the congregation. Some of them that were

not so well known,

<
Powever, inspite of his church, it led him to M Some of the

Apostles. And he began vexing them. That is, not only,ezmz}but afflicting

them. Tmpris g them. Charging them I\e‘a?_i.\',g@e. And he proceeded on to greater
cru%}ties. He was oldifd VAnd he was attempting for political purposes to

retain Jewish power.

The.-persecution here Wrom Heagg thﬁ kinﬁ. He wanted to W

and to be popular with them. MNe wanted to make an example of some of their leaders.

And in doing so, he pleased the Jews and hated the Christians.

ond|, he lmurdezadeslamass ~ " Now ;eal Bersecutioﬁp_‘brok out here, by King

7

Herod. As he bﬂﬁiged James. @wgd witnessed thg___t;na@guration. And a brief
count of his death is given in just qpe sentence. He way the swd, He

was one of the chﬂgj_ga—niigj_p;es who witnessed the transfiguration. HES gﬁching

had been powerful. He had stirred the people. Tt seems that the Scripture is being



.

fulfilled. The Disciples were asked to_g}t - one on the right hand and one on the

left. Jesus told them that they did not know what they were asking. And little

did they know that to drink of his cup was to suffer much., Mark 10:38.

wawm vas Jehgadyem ¢ igliiglyl seTvant:

The samew comes to us so mary times. We ﬁo to a home where dyth
has suddenl‘ sti}u;k and someone will ask or say - my %g*ﬁd one was a ﬁood and useful

person. Why did God take him and permit others to live, who are worth nothing to

the world., This is a question that we will qeﬁibe able to ansrzer. But we do

know this, that God makes no mistakes.

When he allows a sad thing to happen - ‘t is all _for the bes;’ SQRSSaAOU

will understand the meaning of it all. We must leave the whole question in the

loving hands of ouéwmr. As the Scripture directs - all things work

e

together for good to them that love God. Rom. 8:28.

nother /ask) that he be alloved to sit at chrigtio Lighihand. vou
Y

remember that the ffg‘r‘:-d\isaid cag_you (1531}{ of the cup that T drink of./ James said,
el == e e B i AL "

that he was able. That he did not know what it meant. Now he knows, that the
it i e 35

cup was a cup of suffering. And it was a bitter drink. As the Wtes his

life and his spirit gogg_gf_:f_______mﬁmy. He had the joy of meeting Jesus - he was

one of the first Apostles to get to Heaven. And I imagine that reunion was something

with Jesus. JWI‘W to be over a W- But you know

it doesn't matter if you live 50 years or a 100 years - what really matters is this -
are you filling yowrlife with service to Cod. What kind of place does God have in

= AN

When theard that James was dead - they le and they &ised
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Herod, James' murderer.

said if they liked t much - I'%l Eive them

something more. I'll become more pw‘[ar with them - what price people would pay
for PW' Even today there are people who shu;hggmuumggps, give
way to sin, to get a little popularity. There are people today who will walk hand

in hand with the world, and never search their conscience - just to be popular.

e

Let's take a.{jminuzé to look at King Herod. The first of the New Testament

Herod's 1 He was in power from about 41 B€ — 1 BC. He is the

Herod of Matthew 2. TTho was in ROWﬁi Wﬁi /Jesus & as boin - to reieive the wisemen
from the@. And who pwthe children.

Herod the Great was W. of W, we see many times in the

Mew Testament they appear.

\ First ,BHerod P he first. Fe was the fi'rst hushand of %iﬁiﬁﬁ Who
ST
was resBoaiihle for the W‘t. He is mentioned under the name

of Philip. Matthewa, Mark 6:17, Luke 3:19. He was the father of Salor_fix}‘e.

/W Ve was the an% He was the

And consented to the death of John_ the Baptist.

1. Luke 23:7.

\ Third,.@ero chelaus @ He wasﬁer
a thoroughly bw. And was de d

N
\ Tourth ,grod Philiﬁ II> He was themg Phillipies- Which was
e i

named after him. Luke 3:1.

g S% and Idumaea, Ile was
nd shed. Matt, 2:22,



He was murdered by his own father. But he
——— .7

This is the Herod of our present passage - Acts 2.

Sixth, to A we mav note that th‘Herod A‘irigi’was the@
c‘ ; EE% E ?Bgfore ‘iliNiul was eyaﬁlned - and made a famous Epeech in Acts 25

and 26.

E‘aeﬁicel who appears with him.

DWO was th T the governor.
When ‘;@E tﬁg i&f ;

From the family history, it is seen tha

direct desiiﬁﬁ%ni of the m s. He had been edacated in Rome and he had cultivated
the good ﬁigces of the Jew?h people. And the lawv of h observances

and for these reasons - he was pm_‘with the people.

ter, was a

It is no doubt that he was further popular with the Orthodox-Jewus when he

decided to take steps to attack the Christians and the church leaders.

yas a victim of Hwe tpularity.
2 —

\ Third, !he pleased the crowdi- V He had beheaded James and he proceeded

further to vex the church. Saving that he was going to put Peter in prison.
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Now those people who give way to one bold step in a sinful way, give-Satan

the advantage against them. Satan will tempt them in. another way.

Herod was doing - what he was W. le says, I__"ll give you

some more if this would make him look better in the eyes of the people.

Fe did this because he saw that it eas . They took pleasure in

this persecution. And so for political reasons, Herod set out to lay hold on

-~

Perhaps he expected to Wof him. ﬁames\tnaz have been_a private

death_in the prison.

s ———

Now thei;p&;%,ﬁgw;i@, he would not deprive the masters of seeing the next
———

execution. FHe would do this after the@‘ This was also due to the fact

that he did not want to run the risk of ancient custom. Which demanded that they

e S L e e M I S B s sy

release a criminal. Therefore Peter was going to be the criminal.
w .

e

T T R,

Fourth,%Peter ut in

e

When he had appWim, he had him

and others - who

ger Villiams]

e ———

You know our BaWers, led bff'Ro

stood for separ_ﬂﬁionmg‘fwgm;;_(;hwar.ggwg,gate. Sometimes preachers were whipped, even

put inf}‘aii\m Chesterfield County. And P , living 50 miles away, camg,
to the commse and roagd out ‘0}' rprg@ggg,q;he.,G_o,sggl_Aqi,di_,_mﬁg;eﬂa;_: Go;i

And it wasn't long before the fi d t of the C tituti d -C s
e o the Wmen o e Cons ution rea ongress

shall make no respecting the establishment of religign, etc.
Seils Tespecring relighon,
But our text here carries us back to the tw of persecution. The

slaying of Peter would have been a great hﬁ to the church, at this stage.
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Pemember, th@who was called from the W Was with his

Lord at the trWn, stood on the day of Pﬂiecost and preached, and gave

LONGER.
an invitation that lasted,than his sermon.

L not get.avay T Rllhll ety 0 P13

. The death sentence awaited. The only thing delayed the death

to Peter was, that Herod would respect the ohservance of the passover. It was in

the day of unleaven bread. These soldiers guarded him dii aai niﬁht. Eaih 3 hours.
Normally a prisoner was W to his guard's left hand. But
Peter was chained by both hands. To a guard on each side of him - while two remaining

soldiers on duty kept watch of the door. Precautions could go no further. Peter did

(if%%%igziDThe law said if the criminal escaped, the guard would suffer the penalty the

B

prisoner was to suffer.

And now at this point, let us turn from Satan's power to f this

remarlkable chapter.

Now when word reached the Christians, Peggr was kept in
.

priso But prayer was made without ceasing by the church, They called a prayer

meeting at Mary's house. They did ngk pray for a.fiw minutes - but the Bible says

-
they prayed without ceasing.

The church was simple and they were on thw N un&d in intercession

for their beloved Disciple.

Againste-th ;si.,s,,..w and all of his forces, andétan's forcawere poweﬁ:
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It would have heen much er to have tried to ,.h'.inyf

the Tleavens. Than to try to bring the D GaaiRT s of these people to naught. Mighty is

the power of Satan - but he cannot prevent our prayers.

As someone has well said, Was n e i-praver missi?

e was mighty i_n‘m But the oW&zd. And their cry entered

the e_@of the Lord Cod, and their struggle for deliverance came at last.

The Devil was mighty as he set up an image and commanded the people to worship

it. But the prayers of the people were answered.

of the Roman government behind it. And the little group of _Eraiing people at Mary's

house,

T wonder @ 7e would have done under sigilar circumstances. Probably you would

have wWer, or called a sem, or someone to use their influence.
Somebody that had high authority. Wled upon the

one who had more power than all the governments of the world.

The church needs many things today - but\g"fg "‘ﬂiiﬂ to come to prayer. If all of

our people came together in one spiwrit, Cod would provide every need.

N
Now we notice thatw when they first came together.
The_dgymi@gged and it was into the nighs. The faitheef-these.Christians was being

W They prayed without ceasing. They hung on to God. Hold on to God. If he

i —

does not answer - do not give up. Keep on praying.
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/ Vhen some Ws went to énland China’ ii ieais aﬁg — gome of the natives

called them fwwj The next day they had posters.put up - saying they were

giving them WW_M& Those Christians Win prayer and C;Won

was given.

A agaseezend sesd. 1 i

Am a%that wa different) said, IW‘ it 1is ti-me'
for OW oang. Prayer mer-.;;[ng sajd one of the members
of the family. I ]Ei EEH will Eiﬁﬁ w,r_j,me and SLeR ﬁHCh foolish Ehmﬁs

And yet, iw_e to that indiffewent heart - and come it
will, they would waﬁ somebody to pray. Christians ought to get everything out of
the way if your prayers are going to go up to Cod. And they prayed for;%‘:

T want to stop here for just a moment and give you something to think about.

One of the mo;lern times, is the decline of the
png. In ‘E{a‘nymmm"im.mg churches it is virtually ex E: If
5 \\\ X—’:-'.—?-z.,x‘; w

was one of the most honorable of all the institutions in the early church. They

witnessed, they organized their prayer meetings.

You look at the background of this prayer meeting that we are talking about

eased - iﬁgﬂ En a dunﬁeon. d already been
put to W From Herod's point of view, Peter was one Christian

most worth desw;d.ng. From the church's peint of view, he was one leader that

was most worth Erav%for and saving. And they gathered in the home of Mary.

oy,
These believers in Christ could do only one thing. (Gei} in a Godlx home, get

on their knees, and pray to almighty Cod. Two contending parties, a handful of

Christians, without political power and Rome against them.
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The wﬁ the prayer meeting, they met to p‘r@ly. They didn't come together

prayer. This is one of the spiritual weaknesses. This is one of the ineffectual

reasons of the present time. Some pegple don't ipg about ayer or dis sing

it. But in the world at large, as well as in the church - we could have revival.

People@wﬂ, Mfii of meetinﬁq. But this is something that young

people can take part in, adults can take part in, elderly can take part in. If you

remember that oldmigereSpiltilis] -‘it's me, Oh _Lord, standing in the need.of _nra.y,e9

Lord,<f;ach us _to pra%) T preached a series of sermons some time ago on The Lord's
T

Prayer. The most challenging thing - and one of the most helpful things, that we

have thought about.

‘ i R
Second,| real _segurity - V a Then w with all of his power - was Ws

to destroy the peace of this righteous man. . as ,;ﬁ’:.sle:‘f:i Think of this_pe;cr:e.

HWere is a prison - dagi., filth 1. Chai hetween two soldiers, two watching him.
—r~ P — '

And then think of these W@z watching him from time to time. Tt was during

the night. Peter must have been aware of his danger. Fe knew about the death of

James - yet he sleeps. The dungeon! irons, the chains, Could not steal away his

T e T I e

security - the real security.
o Yo A= 4 2 bty '%JJZ )u,wﬂm
X It is a%storer. It helps
us in times of Sk oY ~ in tiW° It gives us_wy. And Peter was

as comfortable as if he had been in one of the heds in the palace,.

IS T

T
o~ e

You remember, Peter had a1i aBgrOViI.'lﬁ ccmsﬁiencé Now a condemned conscience

would have kept him awake. Peter knew that he was right - that he was doing the right

kind of work. And there was no alarm in his heart.
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Peter was at the point, as the Amgr

one time, illustrates. Tt was an{ox dta

symbol meant the ox was rw in Mplow. Or he was rew
on the al_th. Tt was even so with Peter. I think Peter left

evervthing in the hands of CGod.

Psalm 121:4 -

el W Tewe)

Third, thei.a'h‘le assistance braiiﬁii deiliverancek

@ M_I"w“&ame dovn upon him and a light shined in the prison.

And Peter felt som . and tell him to rise very quickly.

Now as poverless to prevwi visiti'aﬁ angel. The Bible says that

angels came and ministered to his spirit. And I suppose in this story here, that we

tgdnoresaid Ahqut 2agels han Gleioeclls niibabindce

Motice with which the an‘g’el watw — and do his work. lere were the
Pw walls, there were the pates. The Roman soldi and the chains.
. ko se i _»——ﬂ

This was no problem for the angel.

@\e entered the prison. He touched Peter and the chains f ff.

There was no struggle - no_effort. God's great agent was working silently.
i

This(angel): was doing to this man what he.could.not do himself. At the same

time, Peter was commanded to do for himself what he could do.

“0ok! what the/ngey told him to do.
. L S

your shoes

Now Peter CWR chains that bound him. He could not get out of the

grass of the guards that held him.
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PBut notice here that the angels will do for us what we cannot do for ourselves.

But God expects us to do something.

ad a megiipe once. A 55,000 for athing. And

ime — the man said, lggl for the Lord tw us this money.

at the same
Moody said, and worry t ith this. Letlus give it our-

selves. He started an offering and soon all they needed had come in.

Ve need a lgiuefiuipiaes in the church. TIn our building, and in our vork.

Every church does. Now Cod is not going to drop it down out of the skies -

because Cod knows what you can do.

w 1e W to foldgy and he did follow.
v @ Here is the mqﬁ Wiw ti-hinﬁi vhen they were past the first and

the secongw they came to the irogggmte. Tt opened on its own accord and in

a moment Peter found himself out on the street.

EEe @ PW,this.mysLery - that he is n% That he
has been delivered. Peter seems to be_‘,ﬁW and faiﬁottii Ex Eiail And

.

nw,g‘ggld have gotten hi t of that dark dungeon. The W

were chained or either struck with a M and became his bed men. Th
aroused Peter from his slumber and the chwgﬂ_}I off of his hands. He was ordered

B 403

to follow and put on his clothes, and was led to safety. It was very much like the

W—it opened to them by an jqﬁigible power. The visible mystery
W g,

- Isa, 61:1-2 - the power of God. FEven the W ?d iloiiﬂ shut after

they passed through. Peter did not seem to know it was an angel that delivered him.

And did not fully realize that he was out of prison until the angel was gome. And

he collected himself and édea his way to the houi??pgglg%



=13-

Tl‘ai:a m;st;\ﬂ o; iii Why did Cod permit JW and P ivored.

Thy did he allow Herod to arrg’g_;,@mgﬁg‘&ggmggﬂ»him. And then arrest Peter and
deliver him out of prison. There is poediilgR 'f ve think for a moment, we too
have seen James slain when we thought that he should have been spared. We have
ceen men with fire and enthusiasm removed quickly, why did God permit it. Tut the
rmystery of God's government is something beyond our understanding. It reveals that

if Cod could have delivered Peter - he could have delivered James. There is real

comfort in that. DBut we have to wait for the mystery.

There aref§ at take place in the mystery of God's soverign power

here.

These people have seen their W

- praying earnestly withaiil c_ﬁg. With aiony. And it was a real prayer. Therefore,
our battle against the e h can best be iM}t with this reference.

Peter's trial gave them time for prayer. Whereas James was hurried off so suddenly
and there was no time for prayer. They were particular in their prayers. They

remembered Sm and they remembered % If this WOUW to their beloved

friend.

Another thing to note, it was t Also, this added

to the myst of Cod' Tt was the very night hefore Herod planned to

put him to death. They had tried to get Peter released from prison, through normal

channels. But God comes in, Deut. 32:36, w‘ne‘ . s bound uaon the altar and the

%J‘.s in the w - the Lord will Broxide.

e was bound with im and 1W between two soldiers. }w way of

escape. Then there was just qgg sSfgp to death. We wasn't expecting deliverance

at that moment., The other mysterious thing - the angels were sent.




a@ And when G%deliverance in vour life - raising
you up from some illneiil or some Siikiiii’ or helping you through SOLE SQEEQW, OT

giving you the answer to some burden. The W- I think you
ought to seek your_w But more often, people are prone to

go their own way. And forget how God has given deliverance. He @ at the door

@ came to the door. She was so glad and excited - she
e
forgot to even open the door. She ian and told her group, that Peter was out of jail

and standing outside the house.

¥Now he continued knocking - ‘9,

They opened up the door and W - and they thanked Cod and praised Cod for

the answered prayer. That was a sweet and wonderful surprise.

aIt is interesting how Peter stooﬁ there and told thaii ;Hings - you go

now and tell these things unto James. James must have been one of the key leaders

there in Jerusalem. And then the Bible says tha

w And went out to another surrounding village to fWh gut the night and to

find a place of safety until dawn.
-

Vhat had become of Peter. That was the question that everyone was asking. What

o

happened to this man -@ere is h9
e —
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— 7§ It says Wdthew the pgég/on to b% Eut to death.

And M Normally a prisoner was chained to his guards and

Peter was chained to two. And these men were on duty and every precaution had been

apes - his

taken. They could go no further, Now the

guardi should safiﬁi the same

they carried out the death penalty at the command of Herod and there was swift

as the pris would have suffered. And so

judgement upon these guards.

; @ had somewhat EN M) of Tyre and Sidon. And they depended upon

the country he ruled in to help them in accord. So he made a decision that he was

going to show his great power on a special day.

hat Herod would have a”'biﬁ celebrationii— it was

going to be a great b:m. And Uerod set this all up and made an oration.

A
- @ The pEOBle said this is thefvoice of,God

7as nsarii w ‘iimon Peter's. At this great commeration in

ay that the city was crewded. And on this special day they went

hat theatre was erﬁcted by his ﬁ.randfather who had murdered many

innocents. And now the grandson was there who had murdered an Apostle. w

Wn a M tiii ihowe tier' were covered with exciting

multitudes. The kipz inf€lothedin magnificient robes. They have execavated
=~ —

not of a man.
[ it
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The voices from the oY aimed that here was som
And when he spoke and @to the people, they gave great shouts.

_—"/

It is the W and not of a man.

T guess a good way to co&@o some of épeeches it

that are made. People emotionally excited - thinking that he is some kind of a

Cod or leader with unusual power.

To é:gzthe!picture)- a great ce%n - a great feast. And w just
W In the & gltaear of Li i gn Er‘li%gd that theatre clothed with

the splendor of riches.
‘—-———-""’_?-

Ona;g;d.

- V. hat sam t, he is ceased with % And the Scripture

here tells of the auful sufferipg of Ferod. Josephus said there were five days of

torture. His body was eaten hz worms like a piece of wd. Faten with worms
while he was alive,

. soverign judgement ww complete, and gazdaz somedax hg@ﬁ to

Herod. He was reaping what he had sown. And the worms crawled over him.

Tven though at that time had begun %o\encompass Jerusalem with a W‘%_J:L

for protection - and it would have been hard for the Ramans to take sedge of it.

But his death which happened in Caesarea, prevented him from completing it.

N Fifth, i v,

Now the soverign powver of our Cod in missions - to keep it alive. It said

here the What a reaction to the death of James, the imprisonment of Peter.



—_—

< F

The death of Herod. Divine power brought great growth. But the word of God

multiplied and the work_grosgeredi That is, it seemed to grow everywhere. Missions

movement among the Gentiles.

and Saul were getting ready to move out into the world with missions.

This leads us to know that the opposition to power - God will ultimately defeat.

Here are : pad - they have 300 miles before they reach Antioch.

that he who oggns the ggpr, shuts another. And that prayer is still one of our great
resources and that angels still minister, and God's word will grow wherever it is

planted in the world.

It is @anpce o oppose Cod's work. Prayer changes things.

Mes us. Anﬁels Coﬁ.

Wm in his service.
p

4 oter had said to the angels. ait

Let me close with this thought

wj You go on and let me s]_iep. Or@ he had said, it is there

are 16 soldiers out there. And there are three armed gates - I can't get out of

this prison.

Peter would never have been frge.
o

So it is tonight, when@ thM They ought to
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There are some pequiNmSlSehSdiisbOuehed tonight o are saying - (el ime
M And they will come to the end of their way lost. GEdmggpects us

m. Put his shoes on and his coat on. And he had to move.
Mto get up andw. And to resolve in your
: dant Ao

heart and to take action in the church. He expects you publicly to confess your

sins. And take a definite stand on the side of Christ.




