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INTRODUCTION

Thomas Carlzle}once said, "Can there be a more horrible object

in existmce than an eloquent man not speaking the tputh?"

This is(é€specially)true in the realm of religion.
A(man) may change a road (sign on the highway and cause you a

great deal of inconvenience.

He may Qabe;]:)poison as cougl syrup and take your life.
A man may{&kf&r religious truth which may lead you to your eternal

doom.

There is little wonder that Jesus in the closing section of the

sermon on the mount warns against false prophets.

A m now is one who proposes to_speak for the Lord. But @ds\

words are not based upon God's words, Jesus c%;ls him a false prophet.
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Jeggg here ‘@ one thing - the importance of entering in at

the straight gate and walking along the narrow way, and here is a great invitation.

But there are special dangers which confront us. He shows us how to recognize them

and having recognized them, hgg_:ohdfﬁl with them. Here are tgzgggi;;;;;E,in a row.
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There areitwo ways; the straight and the njrrow. There are\two trees |- that which
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bears Egpd fruit and that which bears bad, fruit. There are]gwo house;t\

two builders, one built upon the Eg;k and the other built upon the gggd.

So our Lord goes on repeating and emphasizing the great fact of

ju?gme t which He began in the first part of this chapter, and He is coming down

to the absolute finality of judgment and He is telling us why we should enter

in at the straight gate, and He is telling us the reason is that thg(éggggxgxx

e e ——

gate is broad and leads to destruction and the final judgment of the ungodly is
=
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here revealed. Now Jesus knew howk dul‘g we are and ho%—sloﬁ we are and how ready

to think about things that we are in cgming'f;/:;;/realigy.

years ago used to have the ten commandments painted on the wall because people

had a tendency to forget the commandments.

Now, He is going to remind us(£;3>great warnings. One/is going to be

the false prophets, and He is going to remind us of the danger of thos# who will
‘-_—'_""'_-_-——

be dressed : 's clothing. Those who will be standing outside the straight
# f 7

gate. And here is the danger of listening to false prophets - they are always
P RS )

tE;;a, they are alwaygﬂg;ggent, and they are just outside the straight gate.

Now, Jesus is going to | to get yo fo] to them,

Now, the big qug;ign%is about these false prOphets,Qwho?are they

and {how jare they to be recognized today? Now, this is not really a very simple
[
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or who léctures, or who is religious leader,<§g;fhe is a wolf inside. He is

//
Q_oé. preaching the essence of the gospel. @ as @@trong said, is a wolf
R

inside. Now, there (may’not be anything wron with him as he stands around the

sheep, but (his)nature will come out, and he will lead the Lgmbs_xgpslaugff%;.

Therefore, tﬁ%s message 1is very timel; as Jesus gives this special warning.

é&;glgre these false prophets? There are two schools of thinking

as to who Jesus might have been referring to here,

Firs% ‘£7§ R there were those who felt that He was teaching in

rg£Eance to the ones who issuedgfalse doctrine! You shall know them by their

fruits. You shall know them by the kind of doctrines which they teach.

Now, the seconé}gxaug&pr idea which has been set forth as an interpre-
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tation of this that they will be known by thggiife they liv;;)by the kind of
s .

people they are. This is a test by which you will detect and unmask these

hggecrizen.

Now perhaps both of these suggestions are correct. There are many
7

who follow the matter of doctrine and there are many who follow the matter of

living. But a combination of ther would be correct becausegi:zour teaching is

e e
e

right, then our lives will be rigﬁt; But on the other hand, Egg;g are some people

————
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who(g;Z%:}o have correct teaching, but whose lives do mot match up with their
s 7 Z



teaching. But in the last analysis, both of these have some right and perhaps
A ——,

both have some wrong, But{most people who have a eligiou iritual
C ; ;m nﬁ—L::fE::E—QLJﬂL_____

digggg%gEgE\can detect a heretic. I mean by that a man who may be preaching

in a pE}gip,(ifihe seems doubtful aEng the being of God or the diety of Jesus

Christ or the miracles in the Bible, it is easy to detect that.

E

Now this is the picture of the sheep's clothing. He suggests here
e — g— /

e
a(£§§1 difficuIEgj;;;ut this kind of false E;gg?et is at first you never imagine

that he is such. He 1is §3_§gg%%;. Now (Peter/ put it in the second chapter of his
» e -
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secqgiﬂsgifzggg/tﬁégé-people he says @Ee t in _unawares/ They look like the right

gggple, They have sheeps clothing on. No one suspects anything ﬁixxa false

7
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ébout them. They SESE_EE_PE—Q—EEIE-Q£—£h315ingdom- And yet Peter said these

were false prophets. They crept in unaware.
— prop Y P 3

Now the false prophet is a man who(comes to us an ho (at firs;7ias

the agggarance of being everything that could be desired. He is nice, he is

pleasing, he is pleasant, he appears to be thoroughl stian. He even seems
-— ST

to g&Z—EEs_EighE_Eg%ggs. His teachings in ggEEEilﬂgggggqgll right. He talks

ggggg_ggd. He tal&f-gkggg_ggggs Christ. He seems to be saying everything that
a Christian should say.

He is obviously in ﬁbggpl§_5;gjh%;g, and his way of living seems to
' ST -
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nothing on the surface that would cause you to suspicion otherwise. And as

—

(0] lon QE_EEﬂ_gigggyer that he is wrong both #n his t in d
(timegg es along, ¥y 2 . 4__,2L_7} oth 4n his iigh gs an

both in his :;EF of life. These 6g;hihings are always linked together. Our
/'_

Lord says you are going to know them by their fruits,) The teachings and the

life can never be separated.

In other words, the (momentum that carries the train along the track
7 Bt

continues long after the drive has shut off the steam or the power on the loco=
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motive.
The (tidal wave moves onwvard long after it has 1Q£E_EEE,§EEEEEEiQP of
4
the moon. The same thing happens in the matter of a false prophet. He moves

F

along with this momentum and little by 1 e, the revelation comes forth.
rﬂ"-—' | o —_—

Now Jesus said for a(good}reason that we ought to have this caut@gé)

in Verse 15 because he is pretentious, and he is very fair. He does not wear a
.'__.———-‘"'“""' . e

rough garment to deceive us, and men today may by their dress or their garb or
‘,.,—'—‘__—'_'-——_—‘_—_._“” %

their long flowing robes be something else other than what they represent.

(Satan,;you will remember, in %_EEE;_}lilérEBQ—lﬂhturns himself into an

~
P
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" angel of/li ht. And he becomes an enemy.

Now, under this design they are quz_ggligigys, for inwardly they are

raving wolvei) Every hypocrite is a goat in sheep's clothing. Now he is not a
ISR —
/

sheep, but he is a worst enemy the sheegj?gs. Be comes to tear, to dgzggr, and to



scatter the sheep.

éaul calls them greivous woly%;} Acts. 20:29,

Now,(whatzis wrong with their teac%%gg? If we are going to discover

just what is wrong with their teaching as'\we have #® tried to describe for you

these people, I think uld say that (there is no straight gaté)in it and
N 7] =

there is no narrow way in it. As far as it goes, it does not include this.

The teaching is falseness. Therefore, it is detected by what it does not say

- 7
rather than by what it does say. It's a very subtle situation.

Now, any man, any Christian, can %EggE)the man who says outrageously

wrong things. You canGé%gﬂgggaggLJguLmu%byho is u?féir and uncharitable in what
Ah s E B

he does and in what he says.

We have somehow got hold of the gggzithat error is only that which is
s i — =

outrageously wrong. But the alse prophet is a man who does mnot emphasize the

Sore Poeoiton - Sermeom ol 17 Comne b Bl /MW
right things. 4 g 2! chl Ay deah A 6 Y /éldaég, Afz¥1yma~1~L

Now, this is the only way to understand the picture of the false

prophet. The fse prophit is a man who has no straight gate and no narrow way

in his gospel as these two verses we considered last Sunday ni ht. Cﬁ;zggs—aethi&g“‘

which is offensive maﬁE) He pleases all people. He is in gﬁ;ﬁp's
o

cb thing. He presents a qiSE_Eggfgfégble and coqu;;igg_message. He pleases every-

body. He_is never persecuted for his preaching. He is PEEEEEE_EX—EEEEEE%? and
» - e




modernists. But there is no straight gate.
p————

Now,@ﬁgﬁﬁdo I mean by the straight 2%59 and gg;;gu_ﬂgy? What do

we really mean when there is nothing offensive in his preaching? Well, you

remember n the second chapter of the second epistle. He said there were

fakgg_p;gghg;gﬂalgg_ampng the people of the Children of Israel in the 01d
Téstament- Even as there shall be false teachers among you, s0 you must go

back to the 0ld Testament and read what it says about the false prophets, because

.

the type does mot change. They were alwazg_;hgze, and every time a true prophet

11ke(i§é§§£%§for sgggggg_gl&ﬁ_&éﬂé.élﬂ%;; the false prophet would always be
——

there to question him and to reist him, to deno him and to gidtﬁﬁie him.

But what/were they like? Well, they were described by saying they had

healed the hurt by saying "Peace, peace'" when there is no peace. The false prophet

was always giving false comfort. As you listen to him, he always gives you an
iTEEEEEEEE~EE§E~EBE£E~}S not very much wrong. He admits of course that there may

be a little. He is(not)fool enough tQ say that here is nothing wrogg. But he

says, ''Peace, peace." Don't listen to a man like Jeremiah. He s narrow-minded.

o -

Don't listen to him. It's all right. Everything is going to be fine in the nation.
1 :

Now this is therterrifying truth about religious people in that day and now.

My people like to have it so because it never disturbs, it never makes you feel
n_“____._-d-"-__"—-_—-'-_"—-



and that he was to persuade Ahab not to go forth into battle.
7

Now tof{show you how a true prophet is treated, in Verse!24>
[4

7edekiah came over and smote Migiail Micaiah on the cheek, because of the
e rd

spirit in which he spoke. And God's prophet was carried back, and they

said Pq&_;his fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of afflictio

7

and with water of affliction until I come in peace. And the prophet told

him that said, If you return in peace at all, then the Lord has not spoken
by me. And the story goes on that the king went out against the true prophesy
——— T RS

of this man and followed the false prophets. And in Verse 34 it says that the

king who had disguised himself in the battle was smote between the joints,

—

between the harness, his armor in his back. He was mprtally wounded. And they
carried him back and he died, and his b{ggg_fillgg_;hg_chaxiot, and the dogs came
and licked his blood out of the chariot. And they WQEEEE—Eis armor according to
the word of the Lord which was spoken by the prophet. Now this is a _sample of
a‘fffff;gzgghggs af and of the tpue prophet of God.

Now these false proPhetqiégfziﬂsgithe church even. They are 6%3;;:;;;\
[ = R —

in the house of God., They have infiltrated - false teachers occupy some of the
o ———

most important posts. I think from the |evidence we see that some of them are in
( Ei__ 1 are iun

the colleges, universities, and even the seminaries. And this is painfully plain
‘r—-’j -.—-—7..’ " Pc;____,_?_f—-—-——,—
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because their theological convictions show false teachin exists in major

and minor demominations. It seems none are exempt because termites breed more
inor demominsts

o /

termites.
for the time will come when they will not endure sound
dgEEEiggﬁ but after their own lusts will they heap to themselves teachers having

itching ears, and they will turn away their ears from the tputh, and shall be

R

turned unto fables. 2 Tim. 4:3-4. The(ggz;:;;; will grow progressively weaker
: —_— —

as long as this problem is not solved and as long as we continue to have false

teachers in our midst. There must(firsE:be some kind of revival of true religion

-~

among us and among genuine believers that will lead us to be on our knees in

intercession. There must be a reformation in that we shall be willin he

price because during the(gg;i‘;gzg‘the Bible was kept from the people with tragic

—

results. Where the Bible is known and obeyed, we find more true personal religiom.
Sy

The Godly family is the family that gives the scripture top place.

ButG;;;EDStill opposes and still comes with the %geétio£; Gen., 3:1.
Vd

Yea, hath God said? He asks this in every generation? Let not this sneering

criticism and outright opposition and other devices defer fou from reading and

styding, believing and obeying God's word. The @ible is the most up-to-date

book there is. In th of Proverbs alone there is ewm_ﬂ
—— = =

and also his problems. In the book of RakxRak (Psalms) you

young person's questions
e

el
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find the holiest aspirations for worship and p{gi;e to be found anywhere.

Now let us(§§;;§to look directly at some of the things that the

% .

false teachers leave out of their doctrine.]/ They always talk in VEEEE_ESEEEEEEEE?S

and they never really get down to particular doctrines where the straight gate

e i e

and the narrow way comes in.

First jof all, the ;make little to do about judgment./ The false prophet

rarely talks about this. He'd rather talk a great deal about the love of God and
rs

emphasize this as the glorious truth, and he conceals all the other truth but he

never emphasizes really the final judgment and the eternal destiny of the lost.
S —— )

We_do not hear very much preach%%g today onthe last judgment or the everlasting

destruction of the wicked, No, the false prophets do mot like to teach such as

you have in the second epistle of Peter. They say that such a Eak chapter in the

Bible is a little b o . It is so blasting. Or you take and read/Egaé
E L e,

it's not like thagﬁoothing entle love like you find xk in the writings of John.

The Se:@gp on the Mount comes along from the mouth of our Lord and he speaks and
ey

-

—

L

says, there are false prophets~in sheep's clothing. And he deals with this in
judgment. R=x You remembere preached to Felix and Druscilla, he talked

to them 7
to them about rigﬁsggysness, and he talked/about temperance and j%gEEEBt to come.

Jesus describes these false prophets as those who wear sheep's clothing, but inwardly

they are raving wolves. They do not preach on the judgment.
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(Secon%, they|fail to preach on the sinfulness of sin./ They talk

very little about the inability of man to do anything about his own salvation.
- - — ————

(Ifgthey really believe in sin at all, they do nqt_emphasize its vile nature.
: =

That is, sin is not so serious, and so they do not like to talk about sin. We
/ /

talk about only individuals. It %= does not talk about the fallen nature to say
that a man is totally fallen, lost and depraved. It does not like to talk about
mankind in sin. All men that come short of the glory of God have sinned, and the
exceeding sinfulness of sin as you find it in the New Testament the false prophet

will not emphsize. No, to them a man is not dead in ;;gsapa%§%§ and si%; He does

not like that. He does not see that necessity of doing that. What I am emphasizing
here is that the man who is false does not say these things so that an innocent
believer listening to him may asmume that he believes them. But do they believe

these things? The answer is that o@viously they do not.

.f
éEird,!they\}eave out the atonement, the substitutionary death of our
. e

Lord Jesus Christ.b The false prophet m%Z_EEEE;EEEEE—Jﬁfgg’ may talk about the

cross as a vital question, and he may have somemx view about the death or the
e e

cposs. But does he xmk realize that Christ died on the cross because it is the

only way of removing man's sin? That he was crucified as a substitute for him?

Vi

Does he believe that He is the only Son of God set forth for the propitiation of

our sins? Now merely talk about Christ and to talk about the cross is not enough.

=
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We have to present this atonmement. And that is the way to test a false

prophet. A false prophet does not say these things. He talks around the
S 7 I-\‘___-________ﬂ

cross. He is not a stumbling block to the Jew, It's not foolishness to the
— : -‘"ﬁf_‘_‘;T

Greeks. He mak 1 thing. He makes it a wonderful philosophy

of love and that's about it.

 Fourth, fhe leaves out repenta;;;ZZ In other words, there is no narrow

gate, but it is a wide gate leading to salvation, very broad, the way that leads
c:-a/.—- . < i

to heaven. You need not to feel very much about your own ginfulness and am your
V— —— v i ——

own heart. You just decide that you are going to rush along with the crowd, put
your name down, make a decisipn. How unlike the Puritans of old which led men

to be terrified at the judgment of God. And to have agony sometimes for days, for

weeks, and for months.

John Bunyan tells us that in his geaem "Grace Abounding" that he agonized
A —— ¥ “‘_____,_,_...-——--—'-——-1

for 18 months _mm over the matter of repentance in his life. To realize that you

are guilty, a_EilE,EiEEEF in the presence of God, that you deserve,the wrath, the

,‘“_‘."
punishment of God, that you are hell~bo%gﬁ, and then to er

it’costs, to deny yourself, and to take up the cross and go after Jems. The(éézgé

prophet does not put it like that. He simply says, ''Peace, peace’ when there is no
e

peace.



14

s 3

In the fifth'blace, the false prophet.L;s very little to say about

the matter of a holy life. |He is not very interes;ed in the matter of practicing
,-ﬂ—_-_—__—_\.—__——__.
what he preaches. That is why I began this message by saying that he had very

little interest in the straight gate and walking the narrow way. He may commence

his sermon without carrying it out. He may p%EEFgggrcertain sins about which people

=

are not guilty of and they think ther people are. Now this is where thehEEEEEEEEE_ﬁ
cane in today. And we may think that we are holy because we do not love the world
or 1EEE_EEEEE_EEE_£%§§h’ or have the lust of the eye or the pride of life, but

this seems to be one of the sins of this day.

How are we going to identify these false prophets? ,gggl}describes

them by warning the eldfff,ff_gghgngJ For I _know this that after my departure
__'__._—__f‘_____——

shall greivous wolves enter in among/;pu, not sparing the flock also for your

own selves shall men arise speaking preverse things to draw away disciples after

them. Acts 20:29 - 30. The greivious wolves here are non-Christians, pmxssuz
\—--——_______ ——— X
E

persecuting the church. But the false prophets mentioned by Jesugbcorrespond wxkh
e — s

more likely to those among your own selves, speaking preverse things, drawing the
Neig—"

sheep away. And this is the chgzch's great danger today. The greatest tragedy to
: /

befall modern Christianity has taken root in some of their in Germany and

other parts of the world where men have clipped with seissors, clipped mk out first

one part of the Bible and then another until they have a skeleton left. The result
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is that we EEEL_E—EQQQQE,QVEE_EEEEI—Rﬁgé ig_ggg_giglg~when we cut out something

about the diet Christ, or the virgin birth or the mi{acles or the aEEEETEEE,
Bl s |

or the bodilz#;gaur:ection, we then go into_Ebg_ggélg_gﬁwsnpﬁrstinion. Today the

Bible and its teachings stand on a substantial foundation. You do not have to
a—r~_______H__r__-_-h_

sacrifice your faith at the altar of reason., Many false prophets persist, some
_*’r‘r——-——_——'——'—"_—‘—-—_‘_‘—-__-__-——_—

with sound intellectuxalism. They substitute e reason~of man for the revelation

-‘..-e——-———‘-‘———"'—'—7 S —
of God. But now intellect does not qualify one to be a true prophet of God.
p——

Indeed, it may make him a dangerous wolf in sheep's clothing.

For you take some liberal theo today and you discover that it was

put forth before by false prophets based upon some Greek philoggfgy which may

sound very modern indeed. But there have been efforts to discount the glorious
T

1

person and work of Christ. This was the work ff gnostics)back in the first and

segggg_nxnxuxui centuries. And to deny the saving mpeex power of Jesus is like the
r 7

ancient Jews and Creeks who regarded the cross as a stumbling block and foolishness,

1 Cor. 1:23. There are those who would cast a shadow over the Le_s.un:?ion. And

there is sophisticated learning. These false prophets Paul says in 1 Cor. 1:19-21
& — - _—

For it is writtenrl will destroy the wisdom of the wise and will bring to nothing
i

the understanding of the prudent. For after what is the wisdom of God, the world

through wisdom knew not g God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching the

——

things preaehed to saveé thed that believed.
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re we going to identify‘}hesg false prophets? Now I have
&

suggested to you some of ings that they will 1 t, and Jesus is

going to tell us later on that we can tell them by their fruits. I think there

are three or four(;iméle;geg;s that we might put concerning the teachings of

L

these people.

—

' lz/tfzggglpf all, beware of the t whose messageq;$gs little or

no reference to the teachings of the Bibléj? Now the man who comes along and

gives you a nice essay and it is not based upon "Thus saith the Lord" - some
—

preachersa and some teachers do not even bother to take a text. They may use

some text, but thh, the fagxfak farther they get aw%y from the

text. And so it becomes just a philosophical discourse.

—_—

;& 7~ Beware of the prophet who(Euotes scriptu .) Now there

are some men who will cite scripture. Thefdevil on occasions quoted scripture.

But he does so in making it mean the opposite from what it mE was meart to mean.
7

Sometimes people use a proof text that are not legitimate., You will do well to

follow the people ofcgzzgz\hhen they heard Paul preach Christ. Acts 17:11. They

7 ——

received the word with readiness of mind and they/searched the scriptures whether

-—

those things were so. The great need of our day is exgositogg Ereaching where we

go from verse to verse, chapter to chapter, and book to book. Now in this way, we
- — — v -
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may not scratch itching ears, but we will feed hungry hearts. 2 Tim. 4 £ 3

/ -
:2; We need to in the third place peware)of the/prophet who accepts_
[

some of the Bible as scripture and rejects or ignores the rest;7 Paul in 2 Tim. 3:16
__'____——'-_-——7 e T

says, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine,

for reproof, for correction, for imstruction in righteousness."”

We find that Cod is in rewelation as the book goes along. In the book

—

e <

of gggg_as well as in_Egpsiﬁ. The God who is in Genesis is the God who is in

John. Here is a revelation of God.

-
1?{ éég;;z\of the prophet ho gives to Jesus Christ other than the most

exalted pmks posi ! ion/ When the prophet ma%es Jesus only a .

man, the greatest of men, or when he makes out that Jesus's teachings or words are
C__‘__"g______—-—-—'—-—-—-

just the most subl‘;me, rmExXx remember that that when the Spiri} is come,

He will guide you in;o all truth. He shall glorify me, for He shall receive of mine

and shall show it unto you. The most glorious word in the Bible is that we magnify

Jesus Christ. For in Him dwelleth permanently and comstantly all the essence of diety,

the very state of being God in bodily form. Col. 2:9 It has so weakened our

religious faith and frustrated our =fmmxkx efforts when we have listened too often

to the trumpet give an uncertain sound. Be sure that the sound is &mx true because

men do not gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles.
L]
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False prophets max_ggﬁg;_an_aasy—%yge—aejlife.
They 11 e ou_to ex_a_mi_ng_mr_@%tﬂ., but you just must

look to Jesus and never look at yourself.

They discourage what the Bible encourages us to do. To examine ourself,

to prove our own selves. They dislike the process of self examination, and the

mortification of sin as taught by the Puritams. Jonathan Fdwards and \John Fletche

especially had twelve questions that he himself every night befefe he retired to

go EE_EEE_EEE}E_&fngEijgngEE_EEEE. Now the false prophet would not believe in
this because it would make him uncomfortable. He wants an easy salvation and an
easy life. He knows nothing about Paul's feelings that a man must fight the good
fight of faith. That within khe tab;rnacle there was groaning because it was
burdened, and that he was wxesgik wrestling against the flesh and the blood and
the principalities and the powers.

Now we do not like this kind of teaching against fakmz false prophets

today. We are living in a day when people say, As long as a man claims to be a

Christian at all, well, that makes us brothers.
But still Jesus says, Beware of false prophets. These arE awful

warnings of our Lord are here in the New Testament. And these unconscious

hypocrites — it is not that they are not nice and pleasing. They are. But in
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a sense they are in great danger. And their way leads to destruction.

i wonder!why%the church has become so weak and so ineffective. Quite
e et e ey

something and they talk

often even Christians look at literature or pogtry OT

about God in such vain, waug vague ways. I think xkep the poor quality
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