ESTABLISHED POWER

Psalm 62

INTRODUCTION:

We live in a world, in an age, and in a land that is(power richz You
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remember that this country is just plain filthy ricc with power.
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s power. There is a school at every crossroad, and village,
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and town, and city. very community has its high sEhool. Colleges are

—

easy to get to and are in geographical regch of all young people today. Profﬁggionals

and specialized schools are on every corner. If knowledge is power, we ought to
A

be the most powerful people that have ever lived upon this earth. The question is,

are we?
o @ S _DOouC The newest U. S. News and World Report says that our
____ﬂ ey
government spending exceeds hundreds of billions of dollars each year. And 535%33
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is way up in the hundreds of billions of dollars. The figures that are given to

us leave us numb. We cannot comprehend them. But money is power, they say. As

a nation, we have money. We have money power. We have mechanical know-how and

that is power.

@ of Nazare hthe 20th century \disciple of Christél_i%. In E&ﬁ

hours he can go from one corner of this land to the other., It took Jesus six

hours to walk from his home 25 miles up to Capernaum. We have all kinds of

meEEEE;Fal power. We have reservoirs of power. We have dynamite in little packages
= .

- and that is power. We have power coming down through the water and transferred



to high tension wires. As the water passes through the power house.

We have all kinds of Qo?r. Someone said that horse power was much safer.

—

And only horses had it.

The source of power that has been established and available is found in
an (inhaustible source It never fades. If you make good connections and you

make application. You read this and if you read it through at least once

a year, as long as you live - you will take a lot of it to Heaven with you in
I

your heart.

Obedience 1s the great medium of spiritual power and spiritual knowledge.
—

We come to look @ Which deals with the established power of

’ v
God. There are thrff_Lh-i—t.}—fs I wish to point out to you from this Psalm. First,

—
the explanation - V. 1-4. Second, the w. Third, the
estimation —~ V. 9-12.
—_—

These , we will try to build our idea this morning about established

e —
I

power.

I THE_T - =
EXPLANATION V. 1-4

i@- The explanation of power is that the Psalmis@éomplete confidence\
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in the power of God. He said, my soul‘waiteth upog! God. He is in such a

hurry - that he does not have time to wait upon God. Because his salvation comes

from God. He has complete confidence as he explains this.

_V;@ He tells hoéomglete that trusE!ia. God is his rock and salvation.

God is the foundation of his life.

Second, (God is his defenseland it means that he is secure. He will never
(

be moved.

He now uses,;/@ military image/f As he explains the power - he tells

how it has been misplaced by individuals. How those who he said would ‘fi‘fﬁ"

mischief against him.

And he uses very descriptive language - that theould like to see
: — =N — s
him fibsézcome as a S%eaning wa.ll.!)

Fix that in your mind. Here is a wall. It was straight - but now he
a— ~ —— _—_._'-_——__-'-b

pictures it as leaning. It is cavin§ in. You know if it is leaning - it will

not stand the test of time., But ultimately, it will collapse.
- i)

The se%ﬁ.cture he uses is a(fence that is leaning,) Here is a fence

e

that is und}rm;med. Perhaps, some of the posts have rotted 9ff. And maybe some
_—
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of the boards or the wires are gone. And this fence is leaning over. David)says
‘_./‘--. — ,,_.————"—'__(I.

some of my enemies, as he explains power - are trying to get me like a leaning
—_—

wall and a collapsing fence.

‘i@ They onl;._(EconsulE to cast him down. They bless him with their mouth
. 1—-Y7—

but they curse him inwardly. They are misleading. These enemies seem to think
v

that power is theirs. And they can use it. He is explaining the situation of

his enemies here.

Now a Scurious ):hing happened in o. A mag was charged with
having a ghort-wave radio set, > And (not possessing a license. He pleaded an unusual

defense., That the(set)was really not his. That he had received it from a dealer

(Enly on approva%) And ungil he decided to buv»;t, he didn't feel under obligation

to take out a license. He could not agree that he was breaking the law. The

(judge‘f fined him. Th_e@ggﬁriothing about aBEroval. The law is to be obeyed -

pay the fine.

Now as you look at that story on the surface, that is about what David is

’@ on approval. The

saying about these enemies of his. They sort of tak

power of God is something they profess only if they app#6ve of it. They are not

concerned about what the law says.

This present world in whigh we live in, there are people like this - who

Mount. And the moral teachings of it. They

And they act as

+houeh/ Cod'e law is on amzroval\ On their own approval, they can apply it the way



they want it applied.

Now& ever gave hig law for human approval. He gave it for human

(éé;é;;;;gl And the Scripture never suE%ests that you can take it or lgggg__é;.

The (1aw)of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul. It is sure making wise the
~

simple. It is right, rejoicing in the heart. The commandment of the Lord is
pure in lighteming the eyes. The fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring forever.

And the ordinances of Jehovah are true and right altogether. If you break it

ultimately, it will break you.

Chesterton said there was once a man who disbelieved in the law of gravity.
And to prove his disbelief, he walked off the edge of a cliff. He did not prove

his disbelief, he proved the law of gravity.

You can break the commandments of God and that is a tragedy of our world
today. And that is the thing that is visible today — that man breaks God's law
and thinks it is just on approval. Now David saild these men say that they want

to bless me but inwardly they are cursing me.

II1. EXPECTATION - V. 5

-EiC::L My soul waits thou upon Gqd. For my expectation is from him.
\ 2l
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attention to his expectations of God's power. Once again, he comes and says that

God is Iy rock. He is my defense, he is my refuge. And I will pour my prayers
e i -_—
out before him. This was the thing that kept him alive - his expectation.

@ 0 Oet—3 hope. Back during ithe @ead a story about 31.029

prisoners of war. And of that number, 8,000 dieg - in a power that endures. Doubt

as the old saying goes, water thy whoes. And chops down our blessings.

\ M of the old Detroit Gemeral, many years ago took
-—m

interest in a

keen insight. One day he called young Norman into his office. I sort of get the

-—

feeling, he said, that you have a lot of @r and anxietx in your system. You must

get rid of that. Just: in the world is there to be afraid of anyways. Why

should you or I go su}}ggg_;hmgh,]}fe like a scared rabbit. Thef

us that he will be with us_and helE us. So why not take that op dfLs face value

and hold your head up. And for Heaven sakes, don't be afraid of anything or anybody.

Well, that is a pretty big ordpr, said Norman. How can anyene possibly go through

life afraid of nothing or nobody.

The old edigpr aimed his eyes at the young man and said, listen ( I will tell

, i .
vou how»? Be strong and of good courage. &not afraid. Tor the Lord thy God is‘z_
with you wheresoever you goﬂ Just har_l_g__& to that promise. And don't forget - it

is made by somebody who never let anyone down.

That fright,e/n_ed, worriw man must have gotten some good out of that
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conversation. Becauseim to see something that he had never been able
to visualize before. His nﬁ\ ié Norman Vincent Peale.i)
LY

S~

Now GEEE about E%u.' What about you. @our expectation from the LQ’I‘d.

@Eﬂiﬂg’ be not afraid. These promises of the Bible are great. But some

people take them with so mucl

take them just like folks -@ What some folks do to EEE

— babies to eat vggg;&eg. Here is a little baby, and here is sowg to
—— :

get him to eat one of those new made-gﬂ_rﬂ of vegetables. And they say,
Te i » open up_the gaﬂ,%g}'. And they @around that SR‘E

and finally they land in the baby's mouth. The baby discovers that Mo, ane

( -

has dumped a load of mashed up English RS3S s

That is something lik@ating spinach. Some people get to believe
that(‘two bit 8 of spinach ca ke them go out and whip the biggest bu on the
ha Eo ite L%m% can make g P /_f)l-\[ :

street.

must believe the promises of (;33. Yes, people sitting around - you

today who are living proof. There are living testimonies from people who live
with danger, etc. But the Bible pictures God giving people what it takes, to

live in this world.

e Nowf %aviéﬂ;had great confideggg in God. Greit expectation. His story is



about him

character. Because of these Psalms, we get a new in-sight in his p?ce.;king da;s.
._-—-—'.l

in the 01d

familiar. Perhaps there i than any other

H—ii@u'as like a Fﬂ”-ﬁ;"c°aSt§§: He was from not a highly respec%z.
And when o bring the hoys out to meet Sa.qyl apparently he
L

didn't even think about David. And when David went and won the fight over

—\
he was an_instant hgx__oq

—
And as you watch him, David did not become with-drawn - the loved

him. And I imagine that all the boys w’!mtj'gg him to autograph thei/
ﬁ v

Yet, trouble came to David. le was treated unfairly. He had cruel problems.

They sought his life. But David had an unbelieveablg_w. Think
about it, he was running down one %ide of the mountain whil- and his army

were coming up the other. They were nQt plaz‘!’u‘lg tag - they wanted to kill David.

, I layed down _and gleg;: in _peace and woke up safely. For the

Lord watched/ Ower me. And knowing this experience, Psalm 23, that say, Thou

preparest a table before me inlthe presence of mine enemies. Though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, and when we read in this Psalm - my

soul wait thou only upon God. For my expectation is from him.

Oh how that is (@ lo we at. Just like David. Ie
was .super map, His sins showed us that. He wawith a

f
He had a relationship with God. And any man who has what it takes will have a
Ll Wi
8

relationship with God.
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How that is missing tod%y. There are - folks today who are trz&'_n_ g

to use %q. Some have little respect for God. And some

Sy

dE gitag. But here is one who says, the expectation of my whole life is in him.

wecbeligve, or we repent, or that we don't [gamble or chew - or look at certain

L. V. shows except Lawrence llelk That mdkes us great in God's eyes. God is

still dwelling among us. And when dwells in _you - your expectatlon.\g%gs

from him. (Mo)longer is it - I want to drink, or take drpgs, or get hooked on sgx,
on hin. () Longer 1o it ink, sge, or set s

or I want to gamble - but it is that I love him so much, that@would not do anything

that would embarrass or hurt him. And I find my joy so great in him.

A great deal depends upon the ccwglat you keep. And this is the

affirmation that we find of his estimation in this Psalm - of the power of God.

Think about him - th

Hy Jesus I Love Thg \_Nn our hymmbook.
=¥ 7> ,

It has a great meaning for each of us.

IIT. ESTIM

We have talked about David and the explanation of_power, and his eerctation
v

of God's power. Now let us consider his estimation of this power - what he

considers to be of value and how he reckons this power to be.

\@— He gives thof man and his estimate of power.
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"}. 2
‘V-._@_His magnificient estimation of real power is here a quote of

iJob 33:12.:). God speaks gg‘ce, God 5peaks% man_does not perceive_}t. ET.he

power belongs to God, /His estimation here is of the true personal power that

comes from God., He makes the great annogigment that from the throne of the

universe, that power belongeth unto him. This is the aspect that appeal to

the understanding and to the conscience - and hence it is the ' duty of everyone
to PEEEEEX‘ In other places, and in other events, David had discovered that
men used power in various ways. But it equally followed here that here was a
voice and the faults of men as he discharges his duties - and misses the great

point.
%E 4215 - 17
2. 72—
There aremorial instancegviu the‘

God have talked about the matter of asource Of power.:s

ambassadors pf

where

-~ @.ﬂame and told a story to Dayid and reb his _face.
s wro:{

Tor his adultery, for his murder, and for hi E éifer And David learned a

lesson.

ezzar about his yge and his blasphemy.

the Baptistybspoke to lierod for his wrong living and incest. And told
- - — _ g

him that the p%-x—'_’oicod was higthver than his power as king.

The fourth, @) 7ho spoke to TFelix about his infidelity and his
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And what he says here in V. 9 is - that ig_xgg_gut§4§g%;s estimatign>at
. i

g®= hat it would weigh nothing. It would be like
Bt ——e———

his power upon a pair o

the weight of a puff of wind,

/
e Let me illustrate this. Anne dauﬁdm&undg_%

)
Not far there grew a_pumpkin gige' With its large swelling fruit. As he was
looking toward the oak, and saw it's té&g:éﬁ“iiqf the acorn. He said to himself,

\
had I been the creatory— I would have hung the Rumgkin upon_the tall oak. A_tree
""_“—’_'__"V’

is more suitable to bear fruit of a large size. No sooger had he given in to his
thoughts, than an acorn fell from one of the loftz bows_of the tree. And hit

——

him on the heg%. As he was gazing upward, he eould not help but think, had it

been 2 Eume%%y, it would he ) - but it would have been

0 have caused such a lofty tree to produce such fruit. The greatest
—_—

God - how infinite thou art. And €§£>worthless we are when we think of the
LY

e

estégggigg_gi_mgnlﬁ_pq$;r - in contrast to God's power.

— V'g:gﬁf He takes the estimation further. lle says < relg not on qppression

and then he says, and on vain extortion or robbe:g. He gets to the problem here
and then he says(E:jmiches increage - set not your heart upon them. In these

- V. 1 r i to be iphed in the balance. B our rank,
two verses V. 10, you are going to weig n agﬁ_ y you raak,

by your ric , and by your reputation. And he says - his estimate here is of
the individual impossibility. The oppression and the unlawful wealth. And if
you happen to get rich, set not your heart upon it - he says. There is still an

estimation of power to rely upon. The assets of man is like a puff of wind - rely

not upon it.



~1'3

When by a single stroke - verily there is a God that judgeth in the earth.

And God's power is not put forth for sport or for happiness.

One of the lessons that the Psalmist teaches us is the vanity of ambition,

in high places.

Finally David in his explanation, expectation, and estimation of the source

of power said that the o _God. For thou renderest

to every man according to his work.

There are amazing, thrilling sto on the power of God today. And they

"l
are written in the hear&; and lizga_gf_nggg%% everywhere. Inqggéan Springs, Miss.B)

a little town on the Gulf of Mexico - it was very small some time ago. With1§¥§L

persons. It became an impressive place - it was completely Eiﬁégl, lugtz profanity,

~7

and éggk - and attuned by all sorts of evils, and vices. But how is the place

transformed. @ did The prayer room was a little unfurnished

place in the First Bagtist Church, whe who came and increased numbers

of men came and poured out their hearts to God in intercession and prayer. Others

who were ngmiggl_ghriatiaeg ~ had given up such hgbits_as dEiEﬁin’ cugsipg, and

smoking. And as the men had experienced féue conversion - they immediately went out
p——-
after their lost friends. And when possible, persuaded them to visit the place of

prayer. The‘;ecordgbshom that 957 of the unsaved invited - eventually had been won

~ many upon their first visit. Not only has this quickened and taken place among

the men - but among the entire church. They had one all-nisht pravey ES_E;‘Q £

men, women, and children went forward and rededicated their lives for Christ. Again,

later - they had anq;&g;iﬂgguééééégb. And 87 people made profession of faith in

Christ. (Mendwho sold liquor, whg_ggg%g, gambled, and cursed - were filled with evil
e —— P

—
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passions ~— they ngw study their Bibles. And some of them teach in Sunday School
== Vv

and others lead in other organizatioms. And they go about their daily work in
—_

the strength of the Lord and their witnessing for him.

Their work is bearing abundant fruit and the Sunday School is growing.

The pastor will indicate the rug covered fégor. Every square inch of this

place he says, have been wet with men's tears. Here are young school boys down
= A4

on their faces praying and sobbing for their friends and for their teachers. I

doubt whether there is another place like this place in the whole world, he says.

Now times have changed, and he says even Christmas has changed in this

place. Bact Chrisimgs time - he said the old timers thought that
things would not change. For on Christmas g¥~ e men who had been converted in

the prayer room - were there on their knees in prayer again. And the time
[ -
honored custom at Christmas was to eat, drink, and be drunken. Christmas—¥Eve-

passed, then Christmas Day, and Christmas week. Ile declared it to be the‘_%%.

quietest Christmas in the history of Ocean Springs.

Now thead its beginning back :i._n_April, 1948. Pastor Story,
—
burdened by the heart—breakinen the church, to which he had just come

- came alone day afier.dav.topggy. There in the dimly lighted, unimpressive

room = furnished by a table, a desk, and a_sip_;_z,'l.g_g_‘_air — he came in prayer over
- e

the multitude of problems that confronted him.
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Before Easter, he invited any of th‘(of the church who would~join him
in prayer at a prayer service - to come.@%i. They prayed possibly

45 minutes. The spirit was deeply felt. Then the next morning, the spiritual
i W

/_

The ro— it is fteserved)fo _L!_ . Those who will

gather, discuss their problems from time to time, and ask for special prayer.
—— -7

When someone may be on his knees - and others come in.

 —

a loud at one tige.

Another amazing feature about its drawing power - is that durin
- 519 en;ered for prayer according to the records. ewer than six have prf'zi

in ang ong dgy since it E%gan. And one day as many as 56 men passed through
—— m— F

the doors.

Others)stop in late t, in the quiet hours on their way home. ] ave

acknowledged that they have heard the call of God to go and _pgefich the Gospel. And

the first to surrender was the example of the power of the Gospel of prayer. This
L e

oung from a family of seven sons and two_dau hters had long been regarded as

——

hofpﬁ_g,f__,gs,by his friends and his family. Of his mother, his mother said his

conversion was nothing short of a miracle. He hag done verything that was/sinfup

and short of murder> He was mean to the point of abusing his wife.

ahout was so remarkable, at @ people thought him erazy. Shortly after his
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conversion - this man dedicated himself to the service of Christ. And is now
‘-—________-”

being blessed as a pastor in his native state. When he surrended hisv}ﬂi:fe, he

first werLto—h’i_s_gc%. And poured out both tears and prayers for him
j.—)-’ =

unceasingly. Now mother,@hw% he said. So _many times have you
said that out of seven sons, surely there should be one to be a preacher - and

here he is., And somehow, I believe that all of your sons will be preachers.

WM since ordained are his brothers. Converted in the prayer room.

They are now preparing for Christian service and the younger of the two - not

yet 19, is being wonderfully used in the pastorate.

During the time that they have had the prayer room - it has been maturing

@for troubledﬂr’i_sjj..@g/s. To come with their problg_/i_ns and to go away with

them solved. Some come with doubts as to their conversion - and go away with

full assurance of salvatioen. have come as far as Enﬁg and

Chiga.. The impact of that prayer room has been felt far beyond that little

location. And evefrom neighboring towns come on Saturday evenings to
* A= —_— -

the prayer meetings. And bring several/men ¥rom their chuwi'ch - hoping to get
\ 4

contact with this power. The(Holy Spirit’has poured out upon them that marvelous
7

power. And gracious revival has followed.

said,{‘power belongeth unto God.i Perhaps your problem has been - you

| S
have been seeking oth%urces for your power.
¢ -
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