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*CALLING TO DISCIPLESHIP IN '83!

Matthew 9:9-13

e, must be_on,a journey toward an

ideal. This ideal,is a pat held up before its

eye, for realization and guidance.

kman. in the

erection of his building.

As a@guided the wise men of the East to the place
where the Christ child lay.

/ery [in nowas first in the mind of some man for
years. Jinsion in time became the steam engine; the

W; the teleEhons from ﬁﬂl; arti

for 20 years at flyin clougi, by and by bought a 60¢

let gaﬁd

ce of

canvas, brush and colors and spread the.gloxies of heaven --- a

1
@ 'And as Jesus passed from thence, he saw a man,

named Matthew."

This is a "‘aﬂ'é-maﬁﬁﬁ of himself!'
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s the wiitsi of these words. Surely he was

most modest, for I know.not how his self-description could have
been shor;ened. He sWdescribes himself asfman named

Mattlﬂfw} and he says that Jesus saw him as such. At that

point he understates the case.

#JesuSisaw much more:

K Jesus saw ﬁm’ Was he a registrar, numbering the

people in ones and twos --- Was he merely statistician, putting
down the human family in ariw figures. He saw more than

we mean by that term --- He saw a man --=- lle saw that term in all

the fulness --- He saw man _in all of the tragedy.

« Jesus saw the/:leal max/ he saw thegpossiblé man, he
k] —_—

saw the undeveloged ac:}m, he saw growth, future.

“have t

We find iw.on the tongue quick judgment
and call some persons‘nobodi@

J ake pride in it, we say this man is little and
that man is contemptible, and yonder is a man who is a nobody.

We hurl our depreciatory adjectives at all and whom we

do not care for.



Therein we show the W of our nature.

is of some account, every man is somebody ;

i i to warm us into our best consciousness.
it takes a Christ us

frown upon them and send them away with

nashogds

Jesus wants to look at you --=- whz do_you turn your

face.

“that name is the only

foothold which tth
S baman ialder.

. for himself

nothing to us but something to go by, a mere handle, an identit)

pointing to a particular individual.

thaook a whgle day in the

It was canvassed, it was made a matter of

reference, it was carefully balanced with other possible names,



it was giazed over, it was snatched from the grave that superior

excellence might be remembered, that kind memories might be

glorified through the generations to come. Yet how (£
people name their chi}g&ren, and with utter ign?ance they send
AR T

them forth with the most misleading and most laughable mnames.
WRLERSS

- A‘Enscientious minis te>decided to get acquainted

with a new fami in his congregation and called on them one

spring evening.
P g eys g

After his knock on the door, a lilting voice from
within called out, "Is that you, Anﬁel?" m

minister,@'m from the same deBartment>
@ we eve u@ ur@--—- have you observed any

e tags with the driver's name. Tqpy ---
\ wﬁ; Shuttre — ONzamadSe— E};wnﬁ§|1
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eard a loug crﬁp out front and ran out to

reguliied the

find a do _arked at the edge of the road.

"What happened?'" the farmer asked
I S A - '

1" 3
A caw ran. in front gé w", the motorist replied;

"and I hit her."
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Yet the

which was Jost.

f man is come tof:

memorlal names; they represent asfytmn, uw kw
was ever purposely called by the@*, of a
-

- @tm_e: I have heard such reasoning, '"we will call



- In other ygxds, he was going about his Sailz busi'aiiii

lle w--- sought out, he represented a special class of
the christian elect. e was following. a i

There are woccupations now, there a
and trades we recoiﬁ!fggp. Who wants to be the relative of an
A

evil persomn.

There are some folks who look a sight in their work
i =Frsg

not my job to give any opinion as to the conflicting merits of

occgggtigns and professions. But I want to see a man through

all circumstances as Jesus never failed to do.

ees . us the very least, meanest does he say

ﬁe is a son of Abraham?y /
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i 1 - 1s that all? That is all.

And He said !Fol

It is imperative --- absolute.
%w

"ilf you please?"
| e

The gueen --- when she SWM "she always
cowand; t]gr_n".
- --éllow ma—- comm‘%nd --- He commands_you and

me just as abw "Follow me, come unto me.'" That is -
his command, his compassionate edict.

arvice that I

"and you shall have ald”h

- Mhat woulg dr1ve>men before it, it is

the tone of a complete assurance and an indestructible purpose

The fulness of his %Eacei will xou COEET




is, it began with, "lgi Egere be

%&md there was light" and the chaotd s waiting for the

“and could not_move until that word was s oken.
A e e sgﬂw P

_that wants to open, and that is just

waiting for light in order that it might unfold its deep beauty.

It is so Easy’for some men to pray

the gentle slope to meet God on the mountains.

i Dep pray it is like climbing a ruﬁged steep

;ock% some of the stones are loose, and if you put your foot upon
them you will fall.

It is easy for some men to be | Fand relieve a

casg of.need.

It is so easy for some people i‘.',:.‘- , - they like. .
A thez wwgay; when they open their eﬁs upon the Lord's
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of the preacher is like the conclggiggkggngg;i;aiiggtgnqg{énd they

run from the sacred place.

you here this mﬁﬁa%nﬁi but already your hedrts are wgrning towards

him, who is Lord of this house and king of this day. You can help

his conquest by your consent.

This act of obedéﬁaﬁe is to be done with the impulse of

love.
:;". Q”ﬂz,ﬁrJ_nlunvv.;fﬂ' fter im. Christ never says
o y . - _w
iﬂl will bind your hand and foot and takew
e e
We_follow with feet of‘lovg and obgdiepce.
My Lord calls me, I must go --- I know his voice, its
N e ey Ay : RSy

infinite sweetness, it fills me like a gospel.

Christ willke a miﬁht% hand and take you against

your w’ié;_:,



He never forces his omnipotence.
e S TR -JL--E-

Ilis command is insgired b; love.

The master is

-l 3

come and calleth for thei;gg

‘#{ﬁgmther man ever wanted to see you.

‘-?*m ; R Sy
&

No other person ever W
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Hlere is the unmerited grace.

T
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‘igdatthﬁéggy all his;gz?cal accounts,ééﬁ%?a poor_man, but

one who could show hosBitality of the kind indicated in the text.

Elsﬂ":‘&ﬁue =
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ngllcans and sinners (

that was an unconscious tribute.
BT 3 ac e o

How is it tha_fweuare drawn_to certaln people whom we have
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never met before and by some mystery in five minutes we feel a bond.
R e SRR, r =

Tlave 'you_looked into the eye of povert

and Erief ~==
‘Did #nyone ever stop you to tell a tale of grief? Y i

for the interruBtion.

The -puhlicﬂiminners'_got round hin as(c;o‘l,s_l.
1 - ‘ -

get round a fire.
They are cold and here is _fire.

_If:'ou felt the cold you would drawlnear to the great

fire of Christ's jbve -

Andrﬁntilgyou do feel the”coldLI_can do_nothing.with you.

One who would do you good if you would allow him.

your master eat with publicans and sinners?"
i A L "l Al

This is a narrow criticism ---
=SILLLCL S

Al} men _have at least got this far in the tormgntinﬁ art of

criticism --- they are able_to_find fault

l;Whorcannot find fault with
any sermon he ever heardy
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1y.to this narrow criticism?

S @ten Jesus heard that he said "They :t%%b% whole
need 5%%&"@}’%%%@’ but_they _that are sick.

Jesus Christ lived in great principles and so he lived

above public opinion.

esus said "I will have mergy -=- 1 am come to call
| Sm——ey

£ sinners to repentance "
R

Calling to discipleship in 1983 ---
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Have you answe%
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