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"BURDEN BEARING"

Gal. 6:1-8

INTRODUCTION:
There is a wonderful man by the name of Pgofﬂssor Blacf who was called in his
hometown. And he had moved from New York to Pa., in 1882, He had made quite a name

for himself as a Gospel worker, and as a _c—c_gmp,gs_gr__o_f_hxm}ﬁ and sacred songs. He

interested himself in the work of Methodigsm. And as a composer, he had a(rare }gift
Fa

for picking out melo%%ps and tunes that caught the popular ear.

Ong___dﬁa; he was walking through an@ not far from his home at the cormer
of Market and Front Streets in Willijamsport. He saw a 1 sitting on the
front_porch. From her appearance, her raﬁged clothes, and her tt?] shoes - he knew
her to be very poeT. As she turned, he recognized her as a member of a family that
he had heard had a drunken father, and a(@who was forced to take in sewing
~and Yﬁ;hi%g, in order to ngxigg for her little ones. He figured her to be about
CEl4uuu£901d. lle was impressed by her pretpg light hair and soft blue eyes. Calling
her by name, Mr. Black asked gﬁ?she would like to come to Sunday School the following
Sunday morning. A wis}:‘flxl,”ez_xpx}assion crept into the girl's eyes while he noted agear)

v tr
Looking up with a crimson face, she said -{res, I would like to go but . . . And
s e S A ST T e,
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the @jﬁ,{}_o,d_rg_pﬂed, alright, (Besszeﬁ I understand. The fiext dﬁy a new(dress}
o o o s o —— _—-7 S

Csfhoes'} (ﬂat')and @t}g_x_' things dear to her heart found their way to the girl's home.

And a WEEET}ater’ when Black made it is his business to pass that way again - he asked
Beg__s_:tg@she would 1like to come to Sunday School. She replied gratefully - indeed.
She not only showed up on the .following Sug_gl_z. But after that, for many

—_—

weeks. She finally joined one of the classes in the church and became a faithful
EL*’”"Q?’- e

workera Having known nothing but misery and poverty, for many years - the new life

and the discovery and the fellowship of the@ became a b%g in her }‘_ife.
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At every regular meeting, she was always found in her accustomed place.
Yy T~

night thel roll/was being called. Each member responded with an original eiigpression

or some Bilfe quotatlon. As each name was called, the member responded until the 99th

name was called. When the secretary called the name Q'Bessm_ﬁ, there was(no ;'rESponse.

Again, her name was called - and aga}n, there was (no:answer. Thinking that she had
S L

not heard her name, MW and repeated it for the ggérd\ time. Again, everything

was as still as death. And not a person stirred or spoke. In_@, the musip:.an

—

had a strange presentment. thi cirl should never answer aﬁain,’?he thought.
@U—_She should &J @Eﬂg the final summons_cape, she would plead - and

fail to answer. These thoughtsflashed through his mind in an instant.

@ through the hymnal to find some hymn or song to fit the occasion, he

was unable to discover anything suitable. @alking' home after the meeting, he thought

of the incident, he said it was a trifle in one way and in another way it was sorrow.
As he entered the front door of his home - he was struck anew. M@ if she should never
i LB

answerz Almost unconsciously he bl_urted out these words -—éhen the trumpet of the Lord

shall sound, and time shall be no more, and the morning breaks eternal bright and fair,
T e, =

P
when the saved of earth shall gather on the other shore. And the roll is called up
L Ehe savee. 2.
/ 7
yonder, I'11 be there.)

No sooner had he said the )Vords, than his trained ear told him that there was

something wonderful here. Ille went impediately to the!iiano :and struck up the music
v

almost spontaneously. And in a remarkable time, he had finished the hm, in which

@a single word or nof@been changed since that m;:wggﬂe_.nighi.

(L_ater ::'o his dismay he from his friends that @‘ES 1ndee_qehat

night. And it was an :Lllness that was so serg@7us, that in a few dazs, it cli'ggd her
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life. There 1s‘no‘ifiner hymn that specifies burden be_ir_ing than this hymnd_ Let us

labor for the Master, from dawn til setting sun, let us talk of all of his wondrous
— —— —7

love and care. And when all of 1i over, and our work on earth is done, and the
..._,_____.—.——-——'7

roll is called up yonder, I'll be there.)

T et T, /.-“"‘"' i, )
( Burden bea;:h —(Mr. Blacll\bearing th burden\bf that little \'g_;Lr_}. And somehow
_— — J ‘_7 So A i -

this brought about this wonderful hymn which is a challenge even to us on this Sunday

Morning. To think abou(Gal. 6:1-8.

Here is the fact of r&orh}g - V. 1. Rew - V. 2, Rfm/elll_'gel:ins - V. 3-6.

Reaping, - V. 7-8.

—

I. RESTORING —@

T EESEE—
//Dear bro;gsii, if a Christian is overcome by s‘g_ing__s_;g, you who are Godly should
gently and humbly help him back on to the right path. membering the nex s 1k

/,
might be you - one "of you who is in the wrong. / This has to do with someone who has

been guilty of wrong deoing. Wrong doing is generally identified with some kind of

a—

sin. In this case, Paul@ have had some specific case in mind - we do not know.

But in any situation, he said, if there i@mfi caught in wrong doing - which is

”~

translated ovgg:_ak.en,Gny wrong doing.) This emphasis the suttle nature of sin. It

A——

is a snare that takes one.

~ The real point of the verse is(pot{how/the wrong doer is discovered, but how

a fellow Christian é_a_n help\to set him right.

/
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are spiritual - he is calling on all believg:j who are led by the Spirit
- and gﬂzEEE;JLJ&udszian.éegs”out to help someone gui%ty of wrong doing, he needs to

be éed,by the Spirit. The spirit of gqggigness and seek to set right the erroring

brother.

The ( here to restore is a'Greek’ word which means (setting a broken éone. Or
_ 7
mending a tornénet)

The stress of the word is this —(éggg;gérthe wrong doif back where he shog;d_he!
'\

1
Paul adds a word oﬂf;arnin ./ Keep an eye on yourself, for you may be tempted too.
-~

This spirit of restoration must be undertaken, and it must be dgne gently and humbly,
y i

as by a fellow sinner. Whenever a Christian seeks to help a brother who has done wrong.
~—

He must remember that he too is a sigggr. He has done wrong, and he is capable of doing

wrong again. We cannot afford to be puffed up, harsh, judgemental, but we must be

humble and careful.

This is needed in the modegggchurcb. It is evident that as‘Mark Twai; once put

it - church people are sometimes good in the worst sense of the word. They may have

the Sp};it of the Pharisees. They are morally upright - but they are too stern and

unforgiving.

i
-
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They may have too much impatience with the person who is in sin. Aaéééglgﬂg%E;L_

it i —
Efé;zgjpnce, Lord, help bad people to be good. And help good people tqrbe nice. Yy

i,




There is th in the other directiom to be(‘ ;ermisgive) To easily

tolerate sin. To allow a person whatever he wants. This too, can be deadly. And

instead of retoring him - may be a problem to him. But here is a eternal truth.

If a man allows the lower side of his nature to dominate him, the best of men may
———— A

sl;‘g. Not meaning to go into deliberate sin. But here is an an icy road.

He is on a dangerous path. And it's a danger here of trying to live the Christian
.__——-—-—-—-v

life. We have to judge others in sin harshly. Many good people to whom you could

q;5;JyLJmmd_soh_QEL_é_gggfz_gﬁiﬁé;lure and defeat, and mistake - because they would

be unsympathetic towards you.

But the real Christian é;;; Mis to@_t‘nis person (on his Eeet again. And the

correct word that we ought to be using here is the word :astq;ingt) That is,(?;gairing{>

—

Like a surgeon who sets a broken limb.

The atmosphere here is stressed that it is important. That it bring about a

cure.

Now eeterfwho really loved the Lord - but when he was challenged as being one

of his disciples, he was so fi%;ed with fear that heé@é;;;t&he one that he declared

he would never forsake. It is important for us to distinguish between those who will
willfully, deliberately sin - when one has put away a good conscience and embarked on

a course of evil.

And the person who is caught off guard. How many fall under such circumstances.
—J

The power of appetite - the flesh of the passion. A quick temper, and unjudged ide
— Vv *E’

or vanity. One goes on, unconscious of danger, and finds himself in circumstances in
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which he is not prepared. He has sinned against the one who loves him most. It is
easy for others who do not understand the hidden springs of action to blame him very

severely.

The easiest thing in a case like this is to say lets excommunicate this wrong

doer.

But (herg’ is a better way - Paul says to these people. Cig}which are spiritual.

In the spirit of meekness. He says, bring about restoration in the life of this man.

—
s There is of an(_old Scotch migister? who was calling one day on_one of

his members, He had been very neglectful in his church<££tendance. In fact, he had
- /

not been attending at all., They sat together in front of the fireplac ) The man
>

expecting the pastor to rebuke him for his absence, and really lay him out, like many
.;______-"——- =

today who(feel they can be a good Christian without participating in the fellowship
of the church. There are people today who feel, well, ILEE_E_EEEEEE;Bf_EBE_Eh%;ch -

and I really don't have to go — do I? After awhile, the pastor sitting there before
’L v pu——— P

——t

the fire with his friend, he took g poker Jand he raked from the fire a glowing(coal:f

Tor a time, it burned brightly upon the harth. And when the glow began to fade, soon
—_— ] ———

the coal turned cq;g‘and black. And the (fire'in the fireplace burned brightly on.

Pl ] ) .
The man said pastor, XEBLEEE72\haVE to say a word. {_EEQ%EStand your message

Nm#@i)desperately need each other - and we need this frequent fellowship and
4 il
relationship together. Fellowship in the Gospel is not just getting together but it

is going together. ChEEEE}ggg_g;g_kgggﬂ_;ggg;@e; not only in a common experience, but

in a common task. And this fellowship is an enjogmegs with each other and a sharing
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of the Gospel with other people. What happens to a church when it loses sight of its

mission, and the fellowship. Disharmony, disunity, discontent plagues the church.

And@ takes His blessing away from that church. And ceases to bless it.
~

Paul knew that at times when he was in prison. He missed this fellowship and

elationship as he wrote from prison what this loss meant to his own heart and to his

own life.

II. RELIEVING,

hare 'each other's troubles and problems and so obey our Lord's command. Bear
=

ye one another's burdens.

Here was a@ho was stricken su e, They were rushed

to the hospital and lay ill for many days. days. Only after they began to recover did they

As a Christian,

learn that others had been working and bearing the burden for them.

he was most impressed with what the people of the church had done. The church had

come immediately to him - to the q;dﬁofﬂhégh his wife, and children. And during those
e

c;ifiggi_ggég and times, members of the church took turns along with the family staying

with him. And beyond that, they lifted him up in prayer on his behalf.

And (the man)after recovery!saldj I never before really appreciated what it meant

tOWDf the church but now I do' Paul says, you are a fellowship of love and

——

concern.



i

The @:_is_‘g} can hc.i];p__a_n__ggz_czIJ.n.g_E}cher. There are many other burdens that

people are weighted down with. And there are many burdens that are too heavy to carry
alone. Man was not made to bear these alone. He was made to have help from God and

from others.

The @Et_ux_'_e_p_im is to share with one another. The good and the
bad, Joys and sorrow. _says.we (fejoice 'with those who rejoigﬁl (wgep ?ith those

who weep. Rom. 12:15., I Cor. 12:26 - Ifone member suffer —@suffer together. The
— ( it -

once emphasized this mig_s_;y:m As one of the primary characteristics

FAn old cogger stood up and

said - thw,_c—noh.odL_hﬂL All them critters thar/ done me\wroEg are already

t)
dead, Sometimes it is more of a problem to love the living than the dead. Now we can

show that we are sentimental about the dead. But the living have a way to exasperate

us. And this puts our Christianity to a real test.

You know, for years we have heard a I have heard it and you have.

" / :
Someone sings - You Have Come To Me With NauEht Save Love, /Now this is loves idealism
Je=—"————=——"—"" N s Erm———n ) ) s

- it_is ros It is with what blissful ignorance that most people enter into marriage.
-..__,_..%r —— -

When they stand at the marriage altar - @still feel that @is enough. Some

young people., Although, they have not thought about it. They are bringing into their

marriage a(éreat \leal more than just love. They bring themselves for example. They
ol bt ~7

<
bring their backgrounds and their personalities. Their likes, their dislikes. And a
S —— — -

whole lot of things come in their marriage. While love is basic, to their happiness.
There are other factors which can bang that love around until it stands helplessly

disintegrated.
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Someone made a stu@y about‘successfulimarriages. And how Yo demonstrate your
b
love, I would think(most/women today sympathize with thaﬂ;ﬁégE;%éhilunﬁeﬂiiéb

Who during thq:footballzseason put an (ad'in the newspaper which read - "For Sale.f”*
- = ;—-—-‘————-.,_ e s R z

"
Husband and TL_ELagg;ighg%f:;:>

Now Paul has some precious words here on mutual concern for others. Bear ye

one_another's burdens. And so fulfill the law of Christ. The law of Christ is the

law of love. And love seeks to help others in their distresses, shares their load.

There is something in this word - translated it siggiiiBﬁ(éﬂﬂdiﬂ%)ﬂ_hﬁnd_iﬂ_hﬂlp-

Byé.ifting}heavy_loads. It doethat there is going to be involved a tramsfer
L 7 ) =

of the burden, but it means that you are going to assigt this persomn with his burden.
- v

When over taxed by crushing loads, this is marvelous relieving.

ff{f anyone thinks hi/}g too great to stoop to this, he is fooling himself. He
v
isﬁzsgi}z_g_gghnﬂy. Let everyone be sure that he is doing his best. For then he

will have the personal satisfaction of work well done. And won't need to compare
himself with someone else. Each of us must bear some faults and burdens of his own.

(A}
For none of us is perfect.

Here is a(cautio; that the Apostle is given — in V)-3 he deceiveth himself.

When he think enough. He can save himSelf. Or he must wait until a
hﬁ

better time before he can be saved. Or he is doing the best he can while doubting

God, That if he is lost, he is not to blame. Or that something more must be done than
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believe. And at the same time, wondering if he can escape if he goes on neglecting

this great salvation. The warning here is about the kind of deceit that is blind.

“5\ In VA 4 ~ there is a very sober advice. q&;;;>a brother is guilty of wrong-doing,
;Q — =7 ~
aerson Willfgot! take steps to help him. He may actually inflate his own ego

7
and contrast himself with his problem. He may be proud of himself. It is difficult

for most people not to be proud. Of what we have done without having to compare it

with someone else what he has done.

\ V.gS;“-L Some have felt that this verse -( 5 and z there might be a contradiction

in the matter of bearing one another's buﬁrden{. Here he says, a man is going to bear

his own burden.

d - \
\ There are(j:wé‘ different kinds o And we need to note this
————in M@utual sharinb Some burdens are heavy. (Eoo heavy for
— 75

@_to_c_ahn‘.)ualon& Christians must have the help of one another to carry these.

f.@wmw that_atﬂﬁ‘(‘;esponsibility of the individual- And

(only he car £411 this mission. Each one must give an@ of himself. Each
, ' ~
one must carry his{own sack.!

This does not mean that you are going to carry this assignment totally alome.
—_—F

——

You are going to have the ﬁelﬁ ;'of God. Paul was responsible for doing it. A mature

Christian knows when to accept help from others. And he knows that others cannot

live his life, and make his decisions, and fulfill his own calling.
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If we grasp the picture jhere Paul}speaks about these burdens that come as

crisis or emergency, some sorrow descends upon a man. (Christ’is there to help him.
T S = S N

And then there is that burden that you must bear as a person. It is the same word

as(? soldier's pack.) There is a duty that \gone/ can do for us. We are responsible
7 £

to carry that pack. We cannot push off on someone else.

IV. RE

,,Don't be mig;sg - remember that you é%n't ignore Go%)and get away with it. A
~

man will alwa eap just the kind of crop that he sows. If he sows to please his own

wrong desires, he will be planting seeds of evil. He will surely reap a harvest of
T W

spiritual decEE ang:death. If he plants the good things of the spizit - he will reap

the ever lasting life, that the Holy Spirit gives him.

TN
Now,(égggigé>- this is(gg;gzagig)that The literal translation

veryl

f V. tells us that - let the one being tagght tﬁé-ﬁord share with the one teaﬁg;ng
in all good things. He describes the shared life as a mutual thing - a gutual sharing.
And this is the Christian side of things. Based on Christian love. I must ask myself,
am I fulfilling my ministry. Do I do my best in the spiriﬁ of Christ. Every church
member must ask himself - am I fulfilling my ministry and mission. And am I helping my

church to do and fulfill its mission.

ot And(éaulgwraps it neatly up - when he says, I want to contrast to you. The

=7

results of things, the éEEEEEEEEELEEEXEEE—Of such living.( Each)will reap, he says.
ap—et” "",/

Each is sowing.
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Because they have suffered no evil, some @p—l\g think that liw

A
the flesh;%are just getting by with something. And they w_?_ggg_;___if.. there is ever
i . Y - S — ‘__._.--v—"'_ -

going to be a j“dgjj'lw' Or God will do any thing about it. They conclude that

————

God neither knows, nor does God care how they live. @ot be deceived - God is not

mocked. TFor whatsoever a man sows, that he will reap.
LS, - J

mp— @umbers 32:23 > be sure your sin' will find you out, Be sure that God Wil_];_fit:xi

out about yg_u_r_jjfa. @ already knows about your(sin)- that is not the issue. The
- N o—

warning is not - God will find you out. But @_will find you

There is built a moral law. CSE)carri'és @ofmmd@ No
one escapes. We shall be what we are in the process of becoming. @@

——

s though you were in eternity already.

— If you will @me the kind of ‘%ie that you are living todav.@:an tell you
= — = e

without fail, exactly what you may expect, of us_should be taken by surprise.

HEatever we are sc(w__:g_i_g now - we will be reaping later. The choice that we make in our

habits, are forged into our character. They are going to be in our destiny.

There is @o _)_contradiction about the salvation by grace, because Paul says here -
>

that he that sowth/sparingl)a is going to@sw_i_nglg. If you expect to gather corn
TN L =

in the Fall of the year, you must plant Eom}in the Spring. Every farmer knows this.

Job knew this in the 01d Testament 4:8. Even as I have seen, they that plow iniquity,

.

and Bow wickedness, reap the same.
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Now every man somehow thinks that he can(gheat’'on God. He can sow one thing

and pggp_another. You cannot sow evil and reap good. Be not deceived - God is not

mocked. Literally he says, stop being led astray.

S — @ here, is a Greek word for‘nose.? It means to turn up t_l}g ose

/

QE_EQEQQEEr €E§ZLffffj you cannot turn up your nose at God and get away with it.;
3 Sy B / -"'_‘—-_-__-_T

(If you live by God's law you will be blessed. If you turn up your nose at God by
S e

%

living contrary - you must pay the price. That which you will will be what you sow.

To sow to the flesh means to reap the lust of the flesh. To sow tares and weeds.

The matter is verﬂiééggzg. Pie in the sky after this life may be a noble hope

S —
)

or dream. But God's law says there i “_ngzfgg} And the harvest depends upon the

s

(ééye . _ Every farmer kzggg he must wait for the harvest. And he knows that he must

destroy the weeds.

— <§»£t~£;n5;}’ the(g;;,of a Baptist preacher, started a work at a very early age.

As a boy, or young man, he got a job in a store where he was working. He noticed that

there was something wrong when he looked over the stock. He found that some men's

sox were selling at(two ‘different prices. Although they were exactly the same in

quality. Som 'éox\were priced at 25¢ a pair. The others, at 2 pairs for 25¢. When
? - —— = ~ _7

he mentioned this to the owner of the store - the man became very angry. And said to

him, young man, it is your business to sell and not to establish prices. Penney had

b T ccording t trict rule d incipl fh ty, of his preacher
een rea ed acco to the str r_~ﬁs and principles of honesty, P

father. He resigned his job. At a later time, he established his(§£§:é§§2§> on the

principle of the<golden Rule.™ He sought to put the Christian ethic in the employees

i

that he had. He developed a great chain of stores. And once a salesman approached

a businessman about a proposition where he could make a considerable amount of money.
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But this business man said, if I have got to make money that way - I'1l just go out of

business.

Sowing and reaping is a remarkable fact, and it is never pays to be forgetful
of the future. It is the fact - the acts of the moment, that are going to take part
in the coming harvest. If you sow -recklessly wild oats and hope for a good harvest,

this is notin accordance with the Scripture.

God asked 4:§;zg)men gather grapes from thg:gg, or figs of thistles. And he
=
declares that every good tree bringth forth good fruit. But every corrupt tree

bringth for evil fruit. Matt. 7:16-17.

e

TN
(is;ggl sowed the wind = the prophet said. And he predicted they would reap

_#

the whirlwind. Hosea 8:7.

This is self-evident, yet how easy it is to forget. How readily do we hope
than in some strange, unnatural, transformation of our sinful folly - will God overrule

and produce the fruits of righteousness.

Now whether this be the case of an unsaved person, or a failing back-slidden
Christian, the law is going to be fulfilled. We reap and we sow. How important then

it is to walk carefully before God.
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T ——r "-*--—h\\.
When the home ¢f D. L. Mood was destroyed in the Chic ire, few things were

saved Among them was a valuable painting of the evangelist—Maody. He himself refused
to travel through the streets of the bu;n;ng_nlny_with hisgown;portralt. His(wife,)

cut the éanvass‘out of the frame, rolled it up, and carried it herselﬁ,d(ﬁfgjjjwas far

Upon the canvass of his own flesh,

re conce about carryi the rist.

than an image of himself.

€i1;i:::_- ::5¢La!;zzgaLn-§E;2“”i:> "
w#,v_) C::-*:n-"n'\'m-wwAwmrcmmﬂ"’
Bearing.bdfdens, what is your concern. G@E;;ikind of image are you bearing today.
———
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