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It was graduzﬂ.lon day; and mom was
trying to take a picture of her son in a
cap and gown posed with his father.

“Let’s try ‘to.make this look natural,”
she said. “Junior, put your arm. around

your dad’s: shouldel,' oy BROKEN VOWS
The father answered, “If ‘you want it

to look natural, why not have him put Acts 5:1-16

his hand in_my pocket?” Ece. 5:1 and 2
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(Whizis it that hundreds of wg}}mggqg;ng_Chrisﬁigns attend conferences,

e

attend wofghip, and seek deepening of the spiritual life but return a life's

s

vocations which a feeling of no_improvement and speedily 1ag§g into the

former ways of back-sliding and defeat.

There are many reasons but one of these is the matter of(&ncomplete
L e e

ccmsecration or the sin of broken vows.

- ——
Too many Christians make argainfwith God, and fail to pa their part
at the price ~-- now this is sin.

One of the gimpl\‘little E‘°b1%ms that becomes a big complicated problem
.._‘————'7’ e
We make

-—- We are Wthe rice to be what God wants us to be.
P e——

(resolves but every church in America that is reaching people today is doing it

8n the basis of hard work as the Holy Spirit leads them.

The (cost/ of outreach is going. Jesus went gb/out. He did not reside in

a monaggégy — he went out among the people. He loved people. And the same
command was given to Christians. We are not going. We will not turn on the
ignition key, we will not start the car, we will not hit the pavement, we

will not make the contact.

Jesus said, go ye therefore and make disciples. You can never do this

e A A3 oo oo do this by waiting. The cost of outreach is



get up and go.' Ho farmer 'have a cro if he does not get up and go out into

the field and sow the- seed.
20202 WA e

but he cannot expect the harvest until he goes into the field.

The price involves our going and it takes dedication, on our part in order

to do it.

# John Vassarinever missed the chance to talk to lost people. One day in
—— ...g»—f~,._ggmmgr

the hotel lobby he engaged a lady in conversation, about her soul. She started
S - 3 )

cryiné: Soon her husband came over to where she was standing and took her by

e
£ Jid that (old mangsay to you that made
you cry. He asked me 1f)I were a Christian. If I were saved she said. EEY\

didn't you tell him you are a hurch member; He didn't ask/me if I were a church
= gggggzzzzsz;;/ —% 7] == =

member - he asked me if I were a Christian. Then the husband said, why didn't
you tell him it was Qdﬁg\pf his busineSSa: And she said, that is John Vassar
e — /.I' e =
and éfEYOu had hgg;d the waz_he had talked to me, you would have thought that
T B i =

it was his bu51ness, I wish that somehow that in your everyday life on the

streets of the city, that men would say that you are in the soul-winning business.

The curse of today is that we are willing to let George do it. We have

R

many shirkers today. In fact, as the colgzgd preacher said, we have some 1i;;¥/J
. — BE— e

EggtistS- Somebody asked him whag’he meant. He said, why have you not heard.

!

That they are the ones who toil not and neither do they spéends
g ——7

Now we know that t}nﬂ"churca of Jesus Christ is a divine institution. One
of the great proofs is that everything in the world has happened to the church

and yet it still stands.

nthas used against it every weapon, at his command,
A T — Sre—— o ik
>

and still the church remains. And it will remain until Jesus returns.

v



The revival tides were runninﬁ highg‘ The Apostles were preaching with great
P

boldness.

= e—————
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headlines would have told about theéggéange thlngs)that were happening. The

radio news caster woulg,haﬁf—made comments about matters that were happening.

If you had gﬁﬁﬁggﬁﬁﬁéad-on the street, he would have said, did you hear what

happen terday. This(:

-

iﬁBarnabas was conygrted and sold his
S s [ staa s

. he had been crippled all of

his 1ife but he went to the meeting and was converted and was completely healed.

R R

ééother)would have said, do you remember thatiold bllndﬂma that Esgggd

S
everyday at the corner of Poin ;& and Ch sapeake - the Apostles t0uched him
e A

and now he can see. He is going everywhere praising God.
qu——— .

ﬁuu&{&y/
égéggou notice Saul's gamblin de on Liberty Street. The place where men

drank and where vice flourished. It was ¢losea thls morning because Saul has been
saved. And a few minutes ago he was heard to be preaching about Jesus on the
e

street corner.

community - we will see some counterfeit confessions.

§ gcts 4:37 % These new Christians not only had their souls converted - they

also gave thelr pocke -ooks to the Lord. They brought their money to the church.
= o ——
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They gave it to the Apostles to be used to the glory of God.

éni a man ‘i":i.s glad for Christ to save him and to give him a home in
== . el

(Heawv But he doesn't want to live a heavenl;(life in this world. He

@MPaid It All" - and is content to let it rest at that. He

never pays anything himself.

Some church members will say yes, I am saved. I am on my way to

Heaven but they will not give a dime to the church in years.
!EEEEEEQQQ;;;;é%' pubc

ood example in sacrificial giving. The church member

said of him, that was a wonderful gift. Isn't Mr. Barnabas a good man. Yet,
- ST

in that group there may have been soES-BiiE;yﬁ§who was only able to give some

meager amount. But who gave cheerfg%ly d willingly. I'm sure that God gave

him just as much credit as he did Barnabas.

—

i:f. J. Danieié)said that in one of his churches where he preached a sermon

on tithing the chairman of deacons came to him and suggested that some brother
. Eﬁié; e

' 7 “
got angry w;th him and refused to return to church(as lonﬁ;§§m2§ﬁ3§5m555r25§2593£ﬁ
He said that was back in the days when he felt it was his ":iutywi.)to make every

member of the church like hin}. He spent more t_%%&g the billy goats but
3 — ~ : WO A WA e

he learned ngg; on that he could win a dozen sheep while he was trying to get
= L Se———— e

<§E;é ant to act like_%mshggsj) He said he went to that brother énd(@ﬂugﬂhim why

he was offended. He said, you called me a thief and I will not let anybody call

me a thief and get by with it. And the preacher asked when it was that he called

him a thief - he couldn't remﬂe said when you were preaching on tithing
| " MR GT A  PT
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a few Sundays ago. You said that anyone who failed to bring all the tithes into



' & Acts 5:1-11.

the storehouse was a thief. The preacher said, well, brother - what does the

S R AR

Bible say about it. The Bible cwg but does not_call him a
- - e =

thief.

—
Now perhaps we need to have some{funera%&gusic when the offering is

received because quite often a tight-wad will reach his hand in his pocket

S ;
and get hold of alcg p=and squeeze it so hard until Lincolnféhingémfhg_

Civil Wﬁ: h§§_sta§§§d_€i%ﬁggag,agg;n. And this man who was upset with Daniels

would sing, "Oh How I Love Jesus"

g

Now let us look at this stricking Q:§mp1;:) The failure of Christians

Jof fhaniss and Sapphira. ,
4, - -t:::::::g#

to keep their word and it is found in trf

as -\we

could sell our land for a oodl sum, An as said that would be/ too
goodly }g:sx J_ﬁ‘)

Thé;\sald no doubt, after people began to speak"abOut_Ba:#Z;

to give to the church. I'll tell you what we'll do said Sapphira. We could

sglg;fhg_lggﬂ and keep most of the money and yet we could take a good sum
. A

—_—

down to the church and we could tell them that this was a sum that was

received from land. And the Apostles would say God bless this fine, generous
A

couple. These wonderful godly people - look whggﬁghgydgggﬂgp%gg. And then

the people would say that these people are just as fine as Barnabas.

So, the next morning they went down to theiréal eézzzélnﬁfi;g and put

this land up for sale. It was probably good property and by(aight fal%?&he
papers had been signed and the money.was in hand. That night Ananias and

5. 2-) Sapphira divided the money into Ws. One for the church and one for
F i T i

themselves. I can imagine what Sapphira said, that is too much to give to

the church. Let's put a little more in our stack. We may need it in the
‘54—1' i — g

years to come. They did not sleep much that might - they tuﬂ turn;ﬂaatching/




the money. The next morning they Qid Fheizﬁgmnﬁmangx"and got ready to take

G uw”:;::;
their own money down to the church. aniasfdecided to go to the churcﬁ%first

And give the money to the Apostles. They would commend him. Then Sapphira would

make her entrance and more praise would be heaped upon them.

goes_to_church and ﬁﬁfgalks right dOﬁ?fLo the front and lays the

money at the feet of the Apostlesf He expected Peter to sm%le and say, "God

-
‘\_\. J;_s.' Y
bless you brother'. But {;;teadﬁthe preacher turned on him saying, why have
—_—_—— ﬁ___-_-—(_‘b_h;.‘. v E— 5 ‘f

you allowed Satan to fill your heart and to cause you tq{iiaj;

33 o the Holy Spirit

and to keep back part of the price of the land. Ananias was struck dumb. He

could not say a word. How did Peter know what he had done. He thought that all

he had to do was to fool a mere man and here was a(preache@ reading his heart.

Todaz E%n thig%’that if they can foogggther men - everything is alright.

So they hide their sin from man but they forget that God with his all seeing
R

eye looks upon everything.

¥end no one will ever know about it. You (can lié}about

someone or sgggbody, and that's all right. You can(curse) , you canf&rini, you
< " = r
E

in Heaven

——

You can §

can hategsomeone, you can gossip ‘about someone but there is a

e ;
and he knows all about it. He will call you tg_gggg_g%affﬁe sure your sins
B e F Lt . ——

will find you out. Numbers 32:23.

etel§ said, you did not have to do this - the money w%g yours. No body
ot . _-—c_-—-7¥ e = — = i m—
was fgﬁéi@g you to give it. You have not lied unto mggfbut unto God. Yes, all

.
¢

o
sin is against God and he is the one that punishes sin.

(&iﬁiﬁglﬁ?ked the uestion) "why?" and then he answered his own question.
i — miiiall
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our heart. Now that is the answer behind all your sins.

e @_i_s deep down in your peart.

<£ow}these;gggg}g_got into the church we do not know. They were not
o e

born again. They were not filled with the Holy Spirit. It was not the
‘-h____o————? —_—

Preacher's fault that these unsaved people got into the church.

Now there are some leSSOnsJ for all of us to 1eam.?

— / They made agvoluntary act of consecration)/As -said while the land
mxr‘.e;:.q_ "
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mained unsold - it was the owner s possession. And after it was sold, and

the money realized, thereby was the owner's undisputed accus § 1on.

i

and Sapphira that they must sell theirﬂgroierﬁy, in

order to remain in Chris ian fellgmship

()

No onetold An an i

No one compelled them to offer the proceeds to the general fund of the

church.

The({nducemggg was the power of a{godly example) They éaw other\gnaking

a financial sacrifice. And they thought of a way whereby they might gain like

approval without making the full sacrifice.

—

This was to be(ééégLig_ggg eyes of men. Likewise the acts of consecration

much time in pr¢ A i rder to remain in the fellowship.(;% one is told that
R s - = S e S
he must give 1 10/ of his inoogg’or more in order to be recognized as a Cézistian.
No one is told that he must w'tness! to so many people each week to prove that
qﬂ'ﬂ"""”"v Vi

he is a true believer. ThE?E’things are done by and on account of godly

examp le! and exhortation.



. They were ugawq:elof”therge;ig;ﬂ_:

These tqg_gggg;g did not appear to be aware of any offense against_%gg
s

ERRD T
at all.

+0l1d the husband - you have not lied to meq/but to Go%{ One can
3 e [ eermres—"" Y

T

not imagine that Ananias and Sapphira sat together in conference, and ¢ 1anne
.E#I&

&

AT

to twjﬂly_ﬁgi?it. The Holy Spirit was . from their thoughts.

_dﬂééé%g in their hearts.

likely that either the husband or the wife felt that they

They were unaware of the

deceive in ways that involve the Holy Spirit, who cannot ignore broken vows.
But the offenders are generally unaware of their offense. They think that it

concerns themselves alone. That failure is there own affair.
7

..........

Spirit qf the Lorg. They had made an agrggggg; together to sell their land and

S 5

to keep back part of the price. But it seems unlikely that they had discussed

the matter to the extent of saying, let usfggg\how far we can provoke the Holy
Ve

Spirit in this way. The Holy Spirit was not in their thoughts.

cg;l;;;;ﬁg tgg%ﬁf’ty keeping back partng the price of consecrati?;,’are

making vows that are speedily broken and are guilty of provoking the Holy

—

Spirit.



you make such IW or no progress at all in

spiritual th Egs The fact that you have not suffered severely is but

evidence of the long suffering of God.

« They suffered theégétrggg_pgpaltx)as far as this life is concergg%af/’

There is agreement that the offenders suffered immediate brf?Ch of
— e RS

——

fellowship with God and his peo That is what happens today to Christians

that commit the same offense.

= g
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few minutes, he fell down dead. Then the young men carried him out and

quled him, They had not even the resemblance of a funeral serv1ce (é;££§>
did not kill him -\Ged didy It is awful thing to lie to the Holz Spirit?

The mmes to a man convicting him of sin. The man says, Mll

ever did say anything. He stood there trembling and in a
bt “_—— = =

\\Y
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surrender to Christ. But if he does not do it he has lied to the Holy Spirit.
ges Bx &8 = ~ied

The terrible thing about it is that the spirit may leave him.

'€Spiritual fellowshi%s éerticalyand éorizontaly If we say that we have

fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not live according

to the truth. The(verticalgffellowship with God is broken by cheatigg on
- ; e
i Now éveryonei who has fellowship with God has
: ; Lo

consecration and broken” vows.

fellowship with the children w.

/\
(When§the (vertical) connection is broken, the@_g‘o/nm@' ines are snapped

as well. Spiritual fellowship between Christians are broken as a result of
—

broken vows.
/

st s

G.fellowshlp ip used iIn a sloppy way by Christians - they seem to

—_— e W?*—wﬁf( e TR T
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Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ)it is an ordinary social fellowship between believers because they both
N o —-—— 2 —

profess to be Christiamns. This is(ﬁot s0.)

S S a1
Spigi;uaauiﬂllpwship is{Ehe presenc%}pf the HD;;;;;;;;;Dbetween b31iﬁ¥é£%?

When Jone part one or bo concerned have been grieved or have rieved

the Holy Spirit, @ is no real spiritual fellowship.
: g

g

Now aof Christians offending the Holy Spirit may sustain fellowship

on a cizggl_lgfgl. But they have no fellowship igﬂ;ggg, in the SEEEit.

When the judgement comes then we recognize this truth.

says go to that‘migﬁand straighten out your di
= T

rences with

answer is, I will certainly do that tomorrow. The next day, you say,

no, I1'1l keep that'}*¢ hatred )yin my heart.

The Spirit tells youftithefand you say, I'11 do that - I'll start tithing

- ——

the fir§5_g§fghg_g__gh_but you do not do it. You use the tithed money for your-

self. You have(lie@nto_the Holy Spirit.

——

The Spirit says to you E QSHEE,Ehaﬁéééign and tell him that you want him

to become a Christiéﬁ:> You said you would do it but you have not. You have
o B =

».anlas lied, he’died

lied to the Holy Spirit{

e

(iiree hours)/later apphiré;éame in, she looked around for her husband and

he was not present. S e wonde#ed what had happened. She looked up at the

Apostles but they gave her no smile of approval. The crowd was strangely silent.

—
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11 the land for
that much - and she said Zﬁﬁﬁifjhat was the price. Peter said to her, you

and to lie to the Holy Spirit. Your h ds_d

y’{I) agreed with_ our

e T )

'//'\61 and the young men who buried him are ready to bury you. She gaw | and
b fell down dead and was carried out and buried by the side of Ananias. They had
s

been together in lying to the Holy Spirit.

Xow I do not know who influenced who to make such a decision. But the

net result was a tragedy.

of this tragedy upon the people. More people were

— e

4 ?"ﬂ
Jﬁ¥Matjwere the
owth in the church.
. ——riet

£ l N,
t) . \ saved and there was gredter
S pE DL

They had to ‘the weeds_out before the flowers could grow.

, in our church, if we would cut the rolls

of our church down some,f;=ﬂ turn )out some of those who are not living for
"l / Bl

.j;‘-tl‘ \
would not have more power in the church. The big

I1f we exercise some

Christ, I wonder ith“

——

question is - would we begin. There is no doubt however that our churches

would be stronger 1f we set hlgher examples and insisted upon our members living

up to these standards.

The

[ - ; — == .
believers said__@ must_get right with God. Or the same thing will happen to us.
p———— ) - e N = w 7
It would be a good thing if God would bear his mighty arm in his churches today.
Em—r— ) we notice that the ypocrites would not dare to JOln thlS church.
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e %%(Thirdé}wa notice that the éutsiders wvere movgé;z Multitudes were added

to the c@g;gh. When God works his power - things really happen.

the. s -

were wrought among the people. V

s

han ever. rM:a_By %and qude::s

A (W takes place when many people come down the aisle

g _
and join the church. A(Qack door zgg}val ta@gg;glace when those that should

not be in the church aEE_RHE_Qgg; A church had a back door revival and tPE?[_ﬂ_jﬁljﬁ?ﬁ
’aﬁggg_%;iggt was a great in-gathg;}qg. Kfiuw? ?Vﬂdgﬁﬁp?7iv IV%wJ'——“ o
— .o -~ N ? 7 = :
FM ‘“"’&/‘ /M ( o v e sal] BT

A égéégg%£3was holding a meeting if/ ) na

not moving very well. And one night the janitor said to the preacher --

we have some young geop_le who are praying for revival. He said he went up

"~ to the room and there were 34 people down on their knees praying. Some of them
B ) s
were higlvf school stude}};s and some co]&gg!;‘stmiﬂts. They Were@aying prayers
RS e / =

Lﬁﬁﬁy/bMtMywmrwuywwm& muemsmmwaﬁmaMGﬁkgwgwmuwn

them. When one person would finish praying another would say, my sister is lost,

or WE!E@EEEE;EEHE_EEEE%éﬁg' And then someone else would pray. This sort of

prayer continued until midnight. And they prayed this way each night. On

ay morning it began to rain and it rained all day. And about 7 o'clock that
——e ti

-

night, the preacher said, oh Lord, I don‘t understand it. We have been praying

for revival. But that night, by the time of the service, the auditorium was

filled and by count walked thia_ig.le in what people declared

< = : B
was the greatest service they ever witnessed in the church. The meeting closed

‘:-,tﬁ‘z"": ?’ P o
with a victory'ﬁ whatggid it.” Not just the preaching. Nor - /peopld began to

e syt rn® i _,__f“"

confess their failings and their broken vows and come back into the ways of God.

v
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( @ wnanias gpd.SapRlge had been better acquainted with the Hebrew

house of God. To draw near to listen is bet;g; than to offer the sacrifice

of fools. For they Ao not rea117%>xh3; they are doing evil. Be not_;g;h
with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter the word before God,

for God is in Heaven and you are upon earth. Therefore, let your words be

few.

For he has no

#
pleasure in fools. Pgy what you vow. It is better that you should not vow

ot
than to vow and not pay. @e;Vyour mouth_lg@ijgngggg_g;n. And do not say

before the messenger that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your

ou vow a vow to God
PSSy

voice and destroy the work of your hands.

/ 4

Air Force’
- e

'~ he receives his orders by direction of the

It is true when

#
they have volunteered - but once he has been accepted — he neither argues,
T o

deifggf‘or désebeysff But he respects authority.
e #

Now you may error in judgement by parkingﬂyou.
) _—
And come back and find a_ticket tied to the windshield. It informs that you

8

@ave trans

p—

q:}nd that you are required to appear at the traffic bureau,

—

gresse

on a certain day. Now you neither iégye, qié§y1+nor diggbey. But you respect

the law. The law has the power to make you keep your obligations.
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Cééiz?uch more then should I respect the power of Almighty God. The
7~

trouble with too many Christians - they forget that God is Lord of all.
Therefore watch your step when you go to God's House. The very thought

of foolishness is sin to God. It is foolish to trifle with vows.

isten. Too often @15 a one-sided

affalr. We Jsay llsten Lor/) thy servant speaketh. Instead of speak Lord,

thy servant heareth.

- Don' - don' (Dr. x o)
qﬁhﬂihh Don't b§"?g§h don't rush. (Dr Orrs‘ aid when his sg?gggjgbn

s
was born he soon discovered that he was goinﬁ.to miss more sleep than in
previous instances. Hissife had.a. ggram of feedlng the infant 2, 6, 10.

' my wife lew the program. So did thedg%%;ggi and so did

3) He seemed not to

offer an alternative schedule.

So he said he found himself with (two problems)- one was how to get the

sufficientwgleep he needed. And the other was how to maintain a dewmetiomnal
g ——— e

iﬁ&gggiamnfSo the thought struck him one night - I(asked:the Lord to let the

0 9~°19LM

feeding and his 6 in the morning one. And
at 8 for my_gq‘s;ﬁ;im%;; it was a wonderful idea. It
seems scarcely impossible to happen. I did éggigiiljgilgygiiglgy resolution

- he says I slept well. And the next waking moment was caused by the baby's

whimper, 3 minutes before six. I went back 5g‘ged - three mornings in
/ o

succession this happened. And I found the warmth of the bed too 1nV1t1ng -

/ Hacn
compared to the chill of the Engllsh morning and the fire died do gp in my 1 heart.

IR AT SR

From then on the baby continued in his own manner and I migggg_gggg_giggpﬂthan

ever.
/
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Uy temptations. And these bring sin,

s

SR

Sgggigéggﬁoriginate in pride - God resists the pride and gives grace
el

to the humble. It is better to say the Lord enabling me - I will do thus

and so. And then to seek the necessary grace with a humble heart.

Solomon )says let not your mouth lead you into sin. If a man's tongue
promises more than he fulfi%}ﬁ, he thereby grieves the Holy Spirit. And the

moment the man grieves the Spirit, he suffers a loss, of which the temptor

is well aware.

S
f it

s. Spiritual weakness brings

‘Broken vows)bring S

,i,iggal we al

nees

G- -

: ~A
Vfgf%f Too(éééééj}hen Christians make a vow and fail to keep it - he will

— o e—

explain it away as a mistake, or an error of judgement. In most cases it
e TR s
PPty
is not a mistake - it is that he falls short of the mark that is definitely
sin. For the Christian would not make a promise which he is incapable of

fulfilling.

Why should God be angry with us. Not all our prayers are acceptable.

If one regards iniquity in one's heart —- the Lord will not hear him,

13

A broken vow is a sin of omission. It is also a commission of an

a front to God. (Et!must be confessed as 6in) before fellowship can be

completely restored. It is necessary for God to bring our schemes to naught.
In order that we may not waste our time and our effort to build with wood,

hay, and stubble.



