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Psalm 33:12

Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.

INTRODUCTION:

"I was born on July &, 1776. And the Declaration of Independence is my birth
certificate. The blood lines of the world run in my veins because I offered freedom

to the oppressed. I am many things and many people -~ I am the nation.”

I am over 200 million 1iving souls - and the millions wvho have lived and died for

1 am Nathan Hale and Paul Revere. I have stood at Lexington and fired the shot
heard sround the world. I am Washington, Jefferesonm, and Patrick Henry. I am John
Paul Jones and Davy Crockett. I am Lee, and Crant, and Lincoln. I am the Alamo and
Pearl Harbor. Where freedom called, I stood and stayed until it was over, over there.

I left my dead in Flander's Field and on the slopes of Korea.

I am Brooklyn bridge, the wheat lands of Kansas, and the granite of Vermont. I
am the cosl fields of Virginia and Penn. The fertile land of the west ~ the Colden
Cate and the Grand Canyon. I am Independence Hall - the Monitor and the Merrimac.
I am big, I sprawl from the Atlantic Oceanto the Pacific. 3 million square miles
of industry, I am more than 5 million farme. 1 am forest, field, and mountain,
and desert. Ouiet village and cities that never sleep.

You can lock and see Ben Franklin walking down the streets of Philadelphia

with his broad loaf under his arm. You can see Batsy Poss with her needle. You can
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see the lights of Christmas.

»
-

I am Babe Ruth and the World Series. I am 169,000 schools and collep;.
250,000 churches - where my peoplz.»worchip God as they think best. I am a ballot
dropped in a box. The roar of a crowd in a stadium. And the voice of a choir.

I am an editorial in a newspaper. And a letter to & congressman. I am Eli Vhitley

and Stephen Foster. I am Tom Edison and Billy Graham. I am Will Rogers and the

Wright Brothers. I am Daniel Webster and Jonas Saulk.

1 am Longfellow and Beecher. Yes, I am the nation. And these are the things
that I am. I was conceived in freedom. And God willing, in freedom I will spend

the rest of my days.

Yay I possess all the integrity and courage, and strength to keep myself
unshackled, and to be a beacon of hope for the world. This is my wish, my goal,

my prayer on July 4th,

This was an Qd

certainly it has merit concerning our country which was published back in

WW. & national holiday, by many ways - a display

of f]jy. some fire/g_pckets. Some remain home, some visit relatives, or attend
sporting events. A fg;v__o_f_f_gmayors of thanksgiving, for those who made this day
possible. Those who suffered and sacrificed that we might enjoy the pursuit of

liberty and happiness.

The Fourth of July is the supreme in the nation's calendar.  For on that

day in 177§ the Oﬁgg 13 colonies }!.nued ‘he Declaration of Indcpmdcnec: For

many reasons the founding fathers resorted to this courageous action because of

many sbuses, a deep desire for a form of government - th@ the now famous
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words. Ile hold these tm%a to be self-evident that 2ll men are created equal,

and they are endowed by their creator with cett.ain unalienable rights, that among
4 . -
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. o e

The Declaration of Independence set the colonies free and left them st liberty

to build a new government - by the people and for the people,

Not without :reneadgu_s_g_;m?o did they arrive at this Comstitution. And this

noble document is not just the creation of some human intellect. GCod, in his idsdoa,

watched over the events in the building of this great nation.

There are two or three words that we might use in building our thoughts around

15
the birthday of our nation. On thut‘ 236& Birthdg.) That is old by the measurement

of man. But it is mighty young for a country and a nation. And this is the birthday

of our land., We could first disguss the pre-nafgl care. And second, deljivery and
biﬂrqﬁ.& And third, the health care that needs to follow.

1. PRE-NATAL CARE.

Certain things took place w}f this nation. As 1s

born - there are certain things that take place. And there is certain care that the
pmother must go through. And we discover how God made America and brought this land

into being. There was certain things that happened before the earth ever took place.

@Lmﬂ.ﬁh&w and the ftﬂs___g;gg;m@»- for him and his

crgy vas to kneel upon the shores and in great reverence give thanks to Almighty God.

And of course, u;n_a_y_m@p_n_f@ that, a group of religious pioneers desired above
all else to worship and have freedom of worship. And it was within their hearts to

trust in Cod. And vhile they were on their vay to America the @,ﬁ
’ .o

signed The Mayflower Compac% It began with the words -{n the name of God, Amen.
o B o
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These beliefs were stamped upon the passport of their minds as they came to a2 new

nation and they were going to carve it out of this wilderness.
fathers set sail,sailing the oeas. and landing on the bleek s

: rather New England. They fled EE x_&_]._“‘ggg persecution and thcy dreamed of establishing
a country that they could serve God under the guidance of their concience. Now on this

foundation, there was to be built the Christian homes. Christian schools.

e’ ‘y
The official Q’ina hof the land were to bear the words - In ., And

' J

the ) words of the Mayflover Compacs vead - wm
. LA

start out much better than .’ Now some of the ot_}_:gr__g!_u;nj; were - we

names are written have undertaken for the glory of 96. and for the advancement of

the Christian faith, and again, we do solomonly and in the presence of Cod, do

covenant with each other.

1
In our New England compact agreement we read - we have sll come ggo__t}ggse

parts of America with one and the same purpose mainly to advance the kingdom of our
<l y

Lord Jesus Christ.

(‘--: ass. Bill of Ri was written and it said - "st is the right

T —

as well as the duty of all men in society, publicly and at stated seasons, {o worship

the supreme being. The great creator and the preserver of this m:lvnrse.”

In the pre-natal da;a and care of this country - it was very(g}._u@ éu,

ce said, 4 stors didp't comg over on the Ma er - thozw‘/
d sbout his very humble way and upbringing in life.

days /there was very litt . As there is today.
. =

)!fot instance, if there is something the matter with your

- you _go to a %tor. And he tells you, I am sorry. But I ap & left-eg._

doctor and I make a specialty of left eyes. Take the throat business - a doctor £hat
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doctors on the upper part of your throat, dw&m_%g_ the lower part

goes to it. . 1 -

An pold-fashi z.dw“alﬁu to make a

ljggg_gu. He picked the mlg human frame. Personally, I have always felt that
the best doctor in the world is the vet. He cag't ask his patients what is the
B '

matter. fHe has got to just kpow.

In thin the formation of this nation of ours, there was _‘r?ugg}é
k - > 43 ’

as well as there wag/strif There were regulations that were many. As you go back

to the days of the emperor of QM - he began to regulate and he
brought to an end the civilizatiop., And that marked the beginning of the dark

ages. Prices and wages were controlled by the state. Viglations of government

orders were punished. By death. Personal freedom vas limited and people ceased to
work., And they did not produce & single poet, historian, or sculpture. And there
were famines often. In the early days of this country when the struggle was going

on, there was the matter of regulations that were being placed upon the people.

Even religion had a price tag on it - and it was sbattle 4@ ago.

(1768;;Fndarick‘burh Vl..@mmw and a layman were arrested and
charged with difturbing the peace. Because they refused to quit preaching.

C;;;:! Bomnﬁ Green, Va. -( 1! a Baptist preacher flogged by the

state while he preached.

@ Chesterfield County, Va&., JoO 11iford was confined to jail. He was
- : J T g—

a Baptist minister. Nine persons were converted under his preaching and were

baptized under the cover of dark in the James River.
——"? —



(E:Q Richmond, Virginia, Baptists were ML.LLM“&&

soldiers. Following appeals as they had been active in the fight a agains¢ the'

British.

In E:::B Clnrleaton! S, C,, Baptist 2““@&‘—'-‘%’ escaped from

British soldiers who WV and talents exercised on behalf of liberty.
el

In‘snaéueh-ond! %, people rejoiced when the Vw
Agg&&adoptcd Thomas Jefferson's gt to QWM' There

was a price tag on liberty and religion over 200 years ago. And this country

was in the process of coming to birth.

v

I11. DELIVERY Y

Now let us look a little closer to the birth of this nation and the birthplace.

w

. The people had no powers except what the

government chose to give them. Yet this

- that we take for granted
today in our land is 1 d. More than &_
of the peoples of this world today, live in s land where tMJon at

poyer_the people can have. The people cannot decide what power the 3ovomment may

f
have. So this morning as we talk about our responsibility of cltizenship. and we

talk about the events of that day, .‘1“17 &, 1776 - we can but help think about the

fqolish king and the ’t_“_l’_ﬁ_.w—lm of the mother country England. Mﬂy&
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the people of the colonies for a war they were not participating in and had no

interest in.

-
-
-

l@_WQ_wu to_discusg the measures and to get

their just rights and nbgg;s. from their mother country.

Io @ this congress copveined. It was appointed to study. And the second

Congress was held 1':\_;1]}_.,

mW@- these men were not rebels. They were not fighters

against the estsblishment. They were lovalists, They loved their mother country.
——

And their mother tongue. They wanted to find a way to make peace with the mother

land. They wanted to have just and durable rights.

Piullz 1_!_" nrlz summer, there was no reconciliation in sight, and

their gosls were Uixgd. w}nd they vanted freedag. On J@
Wof Virginia stated, gl;eg united gg],gies are and are of a right

and they ought to be free and an :lngom_gs_n_ge. A few days later prmittee

was appointed to draft a statement declaring soeition of liberty and freedom.

!‘{ve mention including Jeffcrson' Adams, Franklin, Sherman, and Livingston. The

Shsigeen vas o red-headed 33 year old farseg-lawyer from Virginia -1rfqpas Jefferson.
— o -A, N——

One week later Joffchﬂ to the conEma a statement. Called the Declaration

of Independence. It was not original in his own terps - it was a summary of what
v

all of these men had been thinking about and talking about for over two years.

The Congress layed it for discg_s,im. Later, they voted,

independence. But again layed it on the table. They disgussed it on July 3=zd.

And he Declaration of Independence vas'.p the Congress.

So there came into existence this unique document, That set forth tho@klsi

| -~
things that are ideal in democracy and freedom. The purpose of sovemmnt , that it
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(sxtosed for erq peoplc)ens mumn—?——wm-w—*mm“—";-m -

the state. As in the Communists and Socialism.

-
.
- -

%/Se}nd, the pouer of the sg. te was %M) Hence, we get our

idea of free electign. The people'uy determine their own leadership. Their own

policy. And the freedom of expressionm.

This historic gathering ie something that cught to quicken inspiration in our

minds today - writing it so boldly
that GeorEEII might be abl_c__t_o,md it, without putting on his specks.
The old{ bel was told to be on hand to start ringing as soon as word

reached him that the Declaration had been adopted. 'r'h’cz siil never do 4t = he

ropuud lftin and again. Then suddenl appeared - running and shouting,
E; %ﬁb&@ We light well dedicate ourselves anew to the

ideal of keeping the Liberty Fell ringing. And pause also, after singing -

Faith of our Father's living still. 1Is it still alive in me, signed this

document. And mw’_ﬂm this document. As they mutually
#

pledged together theit/lgO. their fwa. and their oawor. (Egz their

cause failed, they would have lost property and possessions. They stood to lose

—————————

their very lives for they would have been jailed as traitors and executed, 57

men signed this Document. And significantly 47 of them were graduates of Christian

colleges. It says something about their character. The average ages was 44 The

’MW The chairman (33 &un old. And the oldest Ben
Pranklin {70\vears of age.

@ they got this ides for freedom - where did it come from. (fowdiss 1t
born. The real origin of our birthday was the hinp.

The intellectual life of our forefathers centered around the meeting house of the

(ch Wr: a pcople under the influence of great spiritusl and morsl powers.
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No other M 1W to eghin the Declaration of_lIadependence.

The product of spiritual insight that people had gained R Bibled . It is
filled w:lth@ : % the worth of the individusl - that a man being

- N /
created in the image of God with certain rights. And man is not ashamed to be

————

used.

This birthday md@n_w, L?;;ou. Bunke 11, Valley Forge,
ym - but it brought a wonderful form of government.

was called, the representatives labored to work.

Franklin,/\now 80 years

old stood, before that convention and said. Sirs, I have lived a time. The

longer 1 live the more convincing proofs I see of this truth - that God governs

in the 'a'ffaim of men. Therefore, I move that prayers employing the assistance of

Heaven and its blessing on our deliberation to be held in this assembly every morning.

Andéfa that dag on, they prayed every mornjng for God's blessing and direction.
they.produced the Constitut f the United States as God's hand came
——— . ¥ e ,

aid, the Constitution is the most

to have been produced by the human

intellect at a single stroke. There is no other of our Constitutiom.
hust have had his hand upon this igfant nation. A nation under God is destined

to proclaim liberty to the whole world in the future.

_t@vu written. And the Bill of Rights has

many wonderful things that help us all. First, {t forbids Congress of mking and
establishing a state religion. That gives us religious 1jberty. §econd. Cmss

ig forbid from .togglgé gc_'g'le who want to express themselves fnofy‘ on any

subject, And Congress cannot abridge the freedom of expression in nmpapc‘rs. And

no soldier can be placed and quartered in your home without a due process of law.

v
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-

This government forbids the teking of private property without just compensation.

-
-
> -

ce and then discredit what these noble

men have achieved. This is a heritage. As we look at it, think of those men who

signed the Declaration of Indepgndence. For example, there {{ John II From

—t

nopmn! N. 9. Wpo signed this because of England becoming more demanding and

increasing the tgxes of the colenies. Curtailing the trade - there was taxation

without representation. Hart lived in this little quiet village - he m@

And yet, after he signed this declaration - for his own safety, he spent 2 bitter

winter in 177_§ among the w the side of a mountain. There were some of

the British troops hunting John Hart day and night. And few of his neighbors dared

to bring him food. And yet, there were some neighbors who kept him in supplies.

He was a Baptist. And he was a very wonderful persom, according to the story. That
he became a Justice of the Peace and was later sent to Congress. And a real patriot

- who earned personal destinction.

On t 2, 1776, the first é;!of the Declaration carried the names of
— o s

John Hancock snd the secretary. These two men were willing to bear full nagusibility
and they only could be identified with a dangerous instrument. ”‘@M

b};—mdw and vo’:%dn of John ﬂ_a__x:t. And yet, he was a wonderful man, who
suffered for the heritage.

200 years ago, as the fathers gathered in Philadelphia to sign the Declaration,
many things have transpired.
at 83 years of age, Th lay dying. We opened
his eyes and inquired about the fire works

i was told that it was the 4th. Then

he ked‘i: Em still lived. He smiled upon hearing the a ve and shortly
sl o

thereafter, slipped away in the final sleep. On that very same day y 4, 1826,
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JMJ_ old lay on his death bed. The somd of t.ha_ﬂ.u_mks

awskened him, from a coma. sw he hw still J.ived.

'gg, W the answer - aood responded the aged Adams. And o-tling, vent
to sleep and never avakened. "
95 Gy g P g S L
It is strange that these two men, who together had done so much to mold the
nation, and yet doth jein hands again across the piles on their last day on earth.

And on the 50th anniversary of the historic document that they had both signed.

‘/'

III.

Now we have talked about the things that took place in the creation of this

nation. Second, we talked about the delivery and the birthday of the Declaration

of Independence. Now, we should give justge

‘M. This nation had a birthright and it needs to be in sound health at all

times. The future depends upon to & great degree in which we refer to our text.

that are larger. Or because it has more mineral treasures - there are others that
M

out-rank us, Or because we have dg;gﬂ.. Africa enjoys that place. Or because
we have more people - China and India are far superior to us in the number of people.
But never forget that God - the God of our forefathers - then mercy will depart

from our shores,

- is a lot of heart broak on every side of our nation today.; Many year

ago July was - ’@r was quite an occasion. It was celebrated in various

wvays. It was usually a g_lradq and people went to the county w,md to

gome spot in the town, or somewhere local where the citizens would gather,* I remenber

_——  reading about who was one time Vice-President of the U. S. telling

/
about the celebration of the &th of July in his town. He said that he could remember
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the day when the American flags were waved in the ceremonies of the day. Ie said,
[A re e very man's e e,

- -

he listened to the voice of
A —

g .
who won't celebrate the 4th of Julz.':) And back on the other side of the street

et

Pee, fi’ fo’ f‘nl

I smell the blood of an Englishman
‘ Dead or alive, I'11 have some

l Fee, fi, fo, funm,
"ﬁ

e Birthday of . He said that everybody followed the crowd in the
be sun and listened to & prayer by a low and then

the leading yg; read the Declaration of Independence. And by that time, every

body was yeady to declgps yar angw gnd afresh against Great Britain. And then he

said an orator of the day would stand with his PW coat -down to his

knees, and his white bow tie. And he said it is very questionable whether the
effect or the effort to keep his necktie on occupied most of the distinguished
pentleman'e time. But anyhow, he said, you could hear the tramp of the pilgrim
fathers march from Plymouth Rock to sign the Declaration of Independence. And of
course the 4th of July has been quite a day in this nation. And it has somewhat,

1 imagine, to keep alive the feeling of the national heritage vwhich we enjoy.

civilizations have collapsed. And o

have been oot'xgrodby nend€s. The o
—

Given in his history talked about the reason t§E
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being wasted. A mad crave for gleqm. B;nnn.:v The nation decayed internally

and T wonder if some of these signs may not be in evidencf m gru

" dw‘ hearing throusb the interpreter tha man m@lm
. ‘/.‘

to % vhen hc)_, when ‘he mt to bed ghefi he went to}wp. The interpreter

addcd he does not have the frocdon of]

Now that is the thing that we must guard against to keep our nation healthy.

There are also&-_i.m &-_rg: are fools. Russia

gaid they will bury us - history is on our side 1803 Lim started his party
uu@mg }3172 he had control of his country with only 40,000 followers.

The Communiste today have millions of people. And they perhaps control 2/3 or more

%

of the world's population.

1ts vh has made some major speeches in America. As he came out of Russia.
- ’_ - bu——-‘v
The leaders of our country udeWom. Or the m:
of the U, S. ~ it might hurt the feelings of the Soviets. Or disturh Detept. Remember
that the Soviet world is out to destroy us. And that is what Linnen said, we must
- _‘

t religion out of everything. d that is what the And we should
ge gl ry ,g = nd d .

be £ thinkin the Commmiste have . And that we can

just make them hold the line where they are. But in the last 5 or 10 years, they

t every major organization that guarded us against
- i ——

subw on. And now they are working on tjfé FBI and the CE_A‘. Not that these men
et o

are per!ect or without fault, or wrong-doing, but what I am suspicious of is that they

are trying to tear down all the protective forces that we have to warn us,

We dethrone God in this materfalistic way of life, is tragic and there is no

way we can survive with it.

served in Chili and in the U. S. intelligent service, talked about the
—— M
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Communists vegeme — that there was a list of n d to kill all

over Chili. In the establishment of a firm hold. They wanted to end the Christian
e i——— ..

work there. And you don't read about this in the American gget. You"thi,pf about

the way there is ¢@lPabout abandoning Formosia. And there s already talk about
] |4
giving away the Panama Canal. And we give it away - and we help them to buy bread
—-—-*V

and butter - and they put their money into armaments.

Think of t@iu so soft on pre-marital sex. We don't need

to encourage our young people to commit evil in God's sight. Every T. V. screen,

newspaper, and magazine, is giving them all the encouragement they need in that

direction.

Abnhn brought up in poverty. But he had a good mother and an
- —————————————————

even greater step-mother, and they put Christian principle and character - and he

became known as honest Abe. And if any man had an excuse to lie, cheat, and steal

- he did. But he had been built vpon the principles and the belief that kept him

on the right road. What a different philosophy prevails today. We see our

government looked too for hand-outs on every hand. And many do not understand

our American way of life. But equality of opportunity of the promise - after that,
a man was to go on and climb the ladder. We live in a day of hand-outs - and having
the government into everything. And that is exactly what our Declaration of
Independence and early fore-bearers believed that in the minimum governmeat and

maximum personal freedom.

He was in a vheel chair coming dowm
the hall. And he seemed to be enjoying himself. And I stopped byv and said Ronnie,

‘ ;
what did the Doctor do to you. And he sd@ took my independence oug‘. D
A ¢

Now what we are concerned about on this(birthds¥ of our pation.is, our nation's
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being sound and healthy with our independence. The quegtion is ( how)my years
beyond our 200th Birthday will we be able to go on unless ve change. Unless we

return to the Biblical pringciple of living within our means and our personal’
responsibility and being honest in our work. Unless the government quits
medling in every body's business, and returns freedom to individuals and business,

we will be in trouble.

I mentioned Solzhenitsyn who made some speeches. He said we have helped
Russia-so much by our money. Building them factories, giving them patsats
from our offices, co:ﬂs_tgn and all kinds of advantages - vhen they cannot even
provide for their own people. They c’a_g't even feed and clothe them - and we are
helping to save them and they are sending their armaments and getting ready and

will be the number one military power.

Now Aperica sd)of bargaining with anti-Cod and anti-Christ nations,

e
we must give these nations the better things.mthd‘y today s and how aad

it is to hear, to read, and to see some things, that express some things in very

“‘Q.E he is gven

-~ during that

W We have only
t‘_gble French Revolution - where social up-huvol -~ and there was a time when

children of the ciw were born out of ggd-lock. Tn one year
alone - anbiu were fished from the sewers of the city.

No wonder, the French revelution became blood. Men became more like beasts

1/2 of ¢t

because they had neglected the guidelines - the God of righteousness.

We live in the luxury and the highest living standards of the world. Many

people say this is the American way of life. Moses said, the power to get wealth

- that he may establish a covenant - is due to the fact that thou. shall remember
the Lord, thy God. And the freedom which we enjoy, the politicsl freedom, may

well sweep away from us. We must keep it healthy.
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In New York City, the third largest in the world, is on the brink of bankruptcy.
This city is broke because it is called the fun Q;y. It has been dancing to the

tune and now it is time to pay the fiddler.

, there was a note that said the attitude

w and s_t'_atm_dam Let's get everything for nothing. It is

up to society to get me what I need. And man was taught not to make demands upon

himself, and that is what John Kennedy said - ask not what your country can do for

you, but ask what you can do for your country.

in keeping this nation healthy on this birthday, there needs to be

‘-—_' —~ — [ —

& new declaration pf dence./ We remember the Declaration of Independence - now

Yot us as men, women, and citizens of this great 1and meke a declaration of dependence

upon almighty God. mﬂ.w. That has guided this nation. Isaiah
said, thy God reigneth. We must not take him from his throne and declare our

independence of him. But we must pledge our faith, our fortunes, our honor, before
him.
& '} Z’ ‘, / &/

Now over 1900 yesrs ago when the cross made possible this new declaration of
dependence, Jesus Christ came 4nto the world, And if any man be in him, he shall
be free indeed. This is where true freedom can be found. This 1s the hopeful
note for America - that a spiritual awakening will begin in our hearts and will
continue throughout the nation.

' Cod bless America - land that we love.
Stand beside her and guide her

Through the night, with a light from above.

From the mountains to the prairies .
To the oceans white with foam

Cod bless America - my home sweet home.




