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éy‘APPEAL FOR CONSISTENCY
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4?77f”€ Paul's first letgg; to thé church at Corinth had as its great concern

,:ms-

the discipline,Qfmthewehurch.

His second 1etter has as its chief burden the discipline of a Christian.

it

Chaptarvs;x is an a?fﬁg;”tu the Corinthian Christians to live eonsistent

consecrated Christian lives.

V._i_- Th% 3Eiii2£;verse_%ﬁfsuggestive of our theme, Appeal not to dissipate

the grace of God - that ye receive not the grace of God in vain.

A1l his fullness of blessing, take heed not to receive these things in

e

vain - empty.

Workers together — true nature of Paul's ministry.
e
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Test]af anyth;ng is its workabillgy - failure to stand this test can
w -,

meag_ggggstroPhe.

e

Ip?agmgggmhggxpgenf It always is if we understand our work as ministers
of Jesus Christ, and the whole church is in direct co-operation with us in those
aims.

They are to be in harmony with Paul's lett"r ﬂ;fgg'them o dive-up to-it

. etter. [rges’them to-live-up-toit.

That is what he meant here b ain. ‘dggxﬂlsﬁm&t be an empty thing - 1i
VA ' n empt 1ing -~ linked with

him.

% lle quotes from IE%J 49:8 - Salvation does not come automatically.
This verse says one thing I know:

God s time“for receiv1ng life in Christ is - tggay - reconciliation

e T e

is at this moment.

If you hear his wvoice harden not your hearts.

Devil's time 1s always tomorrow.



God's grace is always coming to my heart now - yesterdays experiences

are gone - burdens of today need heaven's resources now!

This is Fﬂfpggmuuu;jpr our situationg?you must seize upon your God

given opportunity. Therefore, you dissipate Cod's grace by flinging away our

opportunity.

‘ﬁii_Another way the grace of Cod is dissipated is by using it as a ground

to continue in sin.
: ne. dn St

wine in the service of the King of Kings for the blessing of his fellowmen.
Heavy demandgfg;g}m;@g,gpqn_man,tgml;vg day by day for the glory of God.
The demands are fuller than the law could ever make.

They are not to put anything in the way for someone to strike his knee

agalnst it. Not even one stumbling occasion. That there be not one blemish
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on the ministry.

This is an appeal for them to follow His example.

: F:Lrst s ‘eaks of physic

TEX0T

Wm Barclay calls this a ”bllzzard of troubles'". Application to all
Christians, overtakes us sooner or later.

Remember Paul is p%gggigg‘fo; stability - consistency.

M?chfpgggengeﬁk this en;gies a man to pass the breaking point without

N,
breaking.

\ /’ Ehaslj_ wwlf,.the...que&tiﬁn - where do L.fit-in - to be honest with you, I
have to admit that Paul lgaygﬁ,mﬁfright.behind.
As I listen to him opening his heart about what it means to be a Christian,

somehow he is so far ahead - nevertheless, I would like to attain this.
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6 - Second He Syggggg,_‘:&]zautml;b;e[_ Tj‘LﬁM&L
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Things just mentioned was an appeal to bring the physical body into

consistency - n%EE’Eg appeals to the mental - the attitude of the Christian.

e

;// ureness) — the purity of life, blessed are the pure in heart for they
<é£;____f¥ e

v

shall see God.

L/’<E%owledg£x; Knowing the things of God through experience. Zeal without
e 5 .4 L_exXperis 3.

knowledge is a dangerous thing.

t(f;ng Suffering}— Tenderheartedness, bearing hard treatment kindly.
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o \
_i&?ndneSS‘y Gentleness — charity.

w

héhﬁ Holy Ghosﬁ}— Power and source of these graces.
¥\, "4

/i'bve unfeigned - Christian.love.not.hypocritical. T love you not for
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the wrong motive but simply for the blessing I can bring you.

V. % Third, He Speaks About The itualg
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TLittle overlaping.

Here are some elements of strength for consistency.

F
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Wor truth.— Scripture - His message of truth.

A;Bdﬁér of God - expressed through them.

w*

Best defense against temptation. Right suggest sword in R. hand and left shield

41 1.,

‘Eyikiyagzhygggad on by his friends and slanégfed by his enemies. Both
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of these must be used for the Glory of God.

Contrast - honor - dishonor.

Evil report - gggd report.

Considered deceiver - vet considered as true.
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(9 - Considered as unknown - yet well known.
:‘m_,:m-?
(Lacking credentials) (Fully recognized).
Dying and live - refers tq_hagggggg_of his 1ife. It is reported that

on occaéions his enemies reported him as falsely dead to gain an advantage - yet

He keeps right on living.

__Chastened - As for sin. His enemies intrepreted his troubles as such,

L@- He also doem deny., mmsg__e&ing but has not been put to death.
— ] w;}’

Sorrowful but always rejoicing. Poor yet making many rich, penniless but really

possessing everything.

God calls for the same consistency in your life - God gives this grace

not to the ecrowd but to the child of God.

watches over her home as she lives day by day a consistent

WL ST It eyt e T

To the fromas
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life.
Have you advanced in your prayer 1ife - devotional life?

(nid a1l the.pressures.that. have.cone.nROR.JOU,. DECAUSE. YOU. AFE.2 Christian.

ey,

Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, forever is waiting to dispense his grace

to those who are prepared to live on this principle.

Paul ClOSES.by making a personal appeal - V. 11-18.
4:.“»‘,4\-.... e SN S SN A

\(;;3‘"11 2 First, He Bares His Soul To Them..
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".... Mouth is open - he heldwhack&ngthing - His Gospel is true - nothing to hide.

T e s A A

Heart is enlarged - expanded in kind feelings. Includes them in his love.

We have spoken to you about our life in the first part of the chapter - told

you how we live it.

V. 12 — Your attitude toward me Paul said is due to the condition of your hearts

- straightened. Cramped - narrow place.

2@@;& command for a broader outlook.
i e ———— e e e
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Here is a platform upon which the grace of God is displayed - it is in
a time of crisis!

He says it is right be i he scenes, that tells us the reactions of the

man - SQ?Hwygn«hggig,in the public a?enaggyu when he is, lgge with God

SsSaErsmr O R G T S

There are conditions in our lives that have to be borne patiently.

This has £1§$u;te do w1th what happens to a man's #ggy. Second what happens

to a meﬂ_g_mind and third, a man's spirit.

Here i1s a man exposed to the scruting of heaven. What about the conditions

we must bear patiently? TFaithfulness and courage in midst of difficulties.

A . B
\‘N9ce551ties£— some of 11fe s burdens are 1nescapable; Sorrow is inevitable
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and death is certain.
e
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Dlstressezgr means a narrcw oY tloh place. Hemmed in by adverse
circumstances. hese get so narrow there is no place left to stand.

V;{ -¢f§tri§es§i after one is hemmed in then blows and wounds are put upon him.
T I = . ¥l4e

g ¥ \w. ==l
One occasion e took 45 stripes. 5 times save one for the Gospel saks. 195
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stripes becausg he was a Christian.

ﬁf%umultss either inward or outward state of being tossed to and fro -
,;._-:ﬁj.‘o.wmm:: T =

a commotion hese were Paul's experiences.

lext '3 are common place experiences.

ﬂ’fié&g;g_ wearisome toil.

,(Eitchin§s>— E&Sigiggggggaw— insomnia - Paul knew-ald—about this - travels,
:“‘"

many sleepless nish;s.

{g;sting;} simply want of food. Often forced personal denials.,

wrs: DQn1“Qmﬁﬁﬁmﬁgggmwmﬂéxm&hﬁﬁwfaul leayes me behind7

T
I suppose Xou_sayhggwhﬁgﬁﬁgft you behind too!

Prineiples we must learn in daily.liwing.
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Recompence - enlarge your heart. Do not hide behind some shelter -
e s
be prepared, to walk in God's way.

Many had accounted him an enemy saying he was narrow or legal.
g

Why shouldn t I?

What is the harm in i;ﬂ

You get in a bomb - proof shelter. Paul is now making a passionate

appeal that they maintain - consistently - consecration.

Don t hide in your own little shelter - nice little corner.

— e — PP ——
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GCod has always intended his people to be different - solid - steady -

steadfast.

/““‘1.-
VA 14 I)First for their pres ervgtion - Israel secure only as they were consistent
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in worship of God.

Even Solorlﬁgiggd his heart turned by the fascination of heathen women.
e‘“’ﬁ[?";"‘ﬁ B

How much more easily than could it happen to the ordinary people?
People. mingling in-marriags.with.the heathen.
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This marked them out as seperate.pgople.

He § orbidﬁithem to cgyt}nu@ Lto.entexr. dnto such mayriages with pagans.
wmv TSI
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Proceédds to tell you why —-—
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Such marriages can only produce di@cp;%@and dishonor to Chr1st.

What partnership - rightsousness and l awlessness.

What fellowship things of light to darknessu.

ViwiS +~ What symphon i Satan personification of lawlessness.

“‘a:-ﬂ,_.
- Uhat portion has faith on same side as umbelief

V. 16 - What agreement has putting together the votes of the temple of God

(inner where God dwells) on same side with idols.

Ca E
{Efggyiaas»axﬁmgnanswexabLe.-‘

For you are a temple of the living God as opposed to dead idols,

25_ ) Stop ESEEEE§‘Encons;§£iEEIrelations - come ye from amdAL..theny — come out.
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This is the groundeof-Paul's appeal - this is what he is leading up

"I will duell in them

be then God.
P
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Re‘%s:_ },Ye them

De, my.peaple. "

That is whole significance of the. £rossy if any man will come after me, let him

s ey —.m-.a e
deny himself to take up his cross daily and follew me". T. 9:23.

——

Christian is tqjgeckon\himself dead unto Sln qnd‘alive unto God. MHe is

A TR

a soldier in active duty at all times.

Paul appeals for this that God might preserve you spiritually and in purity.

e L 12 T S RR—— ki LG

Also preserve his children until they see his lovely face, (o little girle};
excited about visit by School Board. You better clean up your deak - I'll clean

it up tomorrow. But they might come today - I'11l clean it this afternoon. But

they might come this morning. I guess I'1l keep it clean at all times.

T oy,
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‘Some s:;'preache; thatswas- alright for the dark ages but most dangerous
‘ﬂw@wg Y o A4 il
o
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for a Christian today!
When Christian principles are applied today som& cry they are obsolete,..
s e
This attitude pulls the church_g;vJeegiﬂiiggﬁﬁégfn‘tq";nemleyelﬂg{‘ggd%igs,
sinful, Christ rejecting world. We have set aside the call to seperation.

To what extend do you think Christian principles are really applied in

modern society.

The veneer 1s Very thi%f— same world that rejected Jesus Christ, does

2 S it < e

Py

so still.

Absurd for one generation for the sake of.worldly. convenience to imagine

e . e
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that it can lower the bars of separation.

Most Christians are Satisfied te conform to custom, to dress, and to opinion

e —— -
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of the day.

Great command ''come out from among ceases to grip our hearts and is
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regarded as ancient.

Honeck records - the cbnrphdngver_hﬂéusqwmygh.iniluﬁncedan,thewworldwas_7
when she kept. herself .aloof-from it.—A church conformed to the world will never
lead it. She must be separate if she would live.

It will be t;ng,;q“;hgaa,untilﬂJesusweamesuagain.

[ ow do T apply it in daily living?.

HDO you know where you. have gone wrong?

i, e e

What Christians Egund to beg _ha gmjg;w;gﬁggggﬁggg%aky they are most likely

to find harmful today.

It is not simply putting your life in a compartment labeled fseparang@?

LR

and making everybody mad-: at you.

It is 1iving in harmony with the passien in the heart for God and a lost

world.

Separation is investing each moment of your secular life to the Glory of

o Uit i

God. Day by daxm;iyingﬂin such a way as not to disturb your harmony with Ged.

e

I am not _so_concerned that people 1iPe me, but very concerned I lose harmony

Ve

of relationship with Holy Spirit.

Not saying Thou shalt not do this ete.

Do you recognize what God has done for you ;@;pugh Jesus Christ?
Ty i i AR S

Here is a principle - anything in your life that is a problem?

Is it to the Glory of God-for.you? I C. 10:31,

Ha%,%&,;ﬁ?1433%355999ﬁ9£ﬁ§“ilgﬂ 2 Thess. 5:22.

Is it a stunbling blnck to a weaker Christian?

ge L6 S0ne T o

Does it make your prayer life more diffioulsl

Does it dim your vision of your wonderful..saviour?

Does it increase your love for, the. Bible?
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V. 18 - What a promise for obedience.

Nothing else matters except this.
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