"AMERICA'S GREATNESS"

Matt. 25:14

I come to you to épedk about greatness of this nation. In our practicing
V

Christianity and attempt to communicate with God, his ways and his blessings,

and his directions, we know that Jesus Christ is our example.

S ueen Victoria handed a Bible to an ambassador from a hgg;ﬁgg_lggg and said,
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tell your ruler that this book is the secret of England's greatness. It was true

and history proves that righteousness exalteth a nation., We must then ask the

question,(i:j)are God's words and laws so rejected. Defied and ridiculed by some.
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And made a solemi pledge)to defend the of this country. And in his

special speech, he mentioned what we needed.

{/
L m said we do not need more physical development. We need more
-___——-——7 - .

spiritual development. We do not need more intellectual power - we need more
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spiritual power. We do not need more knowledge, we need more character. We do

—_—

not need more government, we need more culture, We do not need more laws, we need
————— e —_-_— —

more religion. We do not need more of the things that are seen - we need more of

- '
the things that are unseen. !

And I believe that God expects more of us than just the things that we have
2

been doing. I believe that he expects us to use our God-given abilities, God-given

energies and talents, to help the welfare of man around the world. I think he has

given us the greatest challengejon earth. That we might be a people who solves their

problems.
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We happen to live in the greatest nation of the world. Now égliEMEEE_EEXEhiEE
; ax :
that we have built. It is not anything that we necessarily deserve. Welar

and this is our‘!writage} Because of the great t;aditionw

Matt. 25:14 - Hisus tells the King to call the@befomhim. To one
servant he said, 1 will give YOUWS. To another@a.lem‘_s. To another,

one I am going out into a far country - not on a long journey. But I asked you

to be stewards of the talents that I give you,

Thiﬁlng *ﬁame back man; monthi “ter. He called the one that he had gi
, e iatns e 3 :

talents. That one had taken those five talents and developed them int

other one that he had given(twouigdents, had developed them intdeggpui, And he said,

tW PR, Sl e

a few things -- I will make you master over many. Enter into thy kingdom.

The man that hadMeported that he protected his talent -- he buried

— ———

his talent. Now he was prepared to give his talent back to the King. The King said,

I_expected you to do some‘tii_ng,ﬂihhvt!. And he tw and told them

nt and gjlrg_i,r,_to the man that had developed ten talents.

And he said to him, to those that have - it shall be given. To him that hath not,

even that which he hath not, shall be taken away.

You know all through life For God gave us a large

assortment of them, !W, 1,1@5}5. % and a head to use. If you put

—_—

YOU@ME:M' - and then you take it out of the sling, you'd probably
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find that you were crippled. And you would have a shriveled arm.
W - T

Now they tell us if you go down in you -..';_QB" at had bright

strong eyes. /But)in the dark caves, they had become (totally blind.) We have found
R -

through life, if we d M, we'll soon lose them and the usefulness.

Today as we think about t ‘@ - this great nation

that we are a part of. Ou : Dad a3 : z . And they had a great

at we have a

dream that no other nation in history had. A nation of libergy, a nation of freedom,

a nation of opportunity, They challenged us with this.

we have become a nation ofdi ion,) And we haveé“sio and a&gh intew@

We have had problems overseas,

But let us say this to you today -- th lways ha

Why just a few years ago it was W_w Before that it was the Vietg’ way. And

on it goes. @_;I_ﬂs,has been a natwth, a nation of committment. And we
—_— -
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have survived the crises of the past and I am satisfied we will in the future.

I think perhaps weto go and re-discover America -- how did it come to be.
v

What was the sacrifice. What was the committment of this great nation of ours.
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{: &e study history, we would find that it is @ on the principle that would

i i i -- whether it be a football team, whether it be a business, or
build any organization » s

an Army. I think you would find the leadership and the program pretty much alike.
Whether it was Alexander the Creat, George Patton, or Geozggjg;}lirlgton - the first

leader of our nation.

Notice some of the things that have taken

P
@ ou must have a/unity of purpose,) We had a unity of purpose of this nation.

And any successful organization has to be together in thei and in their unity.

That we cannot overlook. We do not

—_—

1f-sacrifice
have to stop every time and count the cost. That has built this great nation after
200{}9&1‘-5. We have been a nation that has been willing to fight wars to preserve it.

—

But also, to develop power and success in this manner. And then, third.

d vision. That charter and
.—'—"’—/

Constitution that they wrwm_;&eaxs]ago - we have had to change in all

of these years.

S @n the dark days when he took over this nation. Of trying to

balance a budget and trying to get things moving. On his inauguration day, March 4,

’ 2/,
used the Bible text, P_roxiM:ES. W.lfﬁzth_e%i's no vision, the people

cast off restraint. But he that keepeth the law - happy is he.” We need to have

that vision.
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e In the lace, which is most important, we must regai d / i
. i ain_and have that(spirit
__@E—-—, ‘ i
and that enthusiasm.a

L

@m! rote many years ago tha}l noihinﬁ ghsat in life is achieved without

iy

enthusiasm,

\ Calvin Coolidgé\op the day of his inauguration, used that t

VL . —
I_am the voice of one crying in the wilt_i?ss. Make straight the way of the Lord. h
omEEemERDT P
As saith Isaiah the prophet. Whgt a choice —- ofthat someone was

following him. He was sure tha going to come.

There are the Nathan Hale's, the Patrick Henry's.

And I believe that ne of us today. If this nation is
7

ever challenged for whatever cause - that soft, over-weight America will rise to

challenge that and to take up where others have left off.

t@c this nation milld ‘ there is

lot of difference about peop]‘%.___ We are all pretty much the same. IHere, or whether
Y

You know, as we

you live in some foreign country. As for the children of God, but fortunately, we
V
have more to start with here. I believe that th@an do anything if they use

the basic ingredients which our forefathers used.
—————————— -,___.——-——'"—-—!—,

“ I thi@the founder of General Motors, said - it best {/‘ggkem ;mo ney,

take my machiagﬁ, take my buildingsI take my land‘Eﬁ aﬁﬁve me my Beogl_e -_awi__
ch be as stronﬁ as ever," There is every example through history of people

that overcame great sacrifice and great handicap to make their way in this world so you
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can do it., It has been done by those that have more difficult handicaps than any

of ours.

- <Z§E)have h e nam one of the ggggg_ggmpgsg;; of the world.
BUt(é:ElZEE_EEQW that Qbat ng_Egg_ggaiQ Yet he heard a world to sing about.

Have you ever heard the n

at wrote "PipadigSalast". And

many other great novels of history. Did you know that John Milton wai blind Fnd
et

yet he saw something in the world to write about.

-

Have you ever heard abou;rghg_ggz_ an by the name of

W’Kéﬁa young man, his speech was so poor, his @arenrt_:rsj could not even

iéigzg;g; what he was saying. Yet he walked the banks of the river by his home

—
with h, until one day he became known as the world's greatest
= g o by

orator.

—_—

sit up. That same man came back

strap him to the back of a ir so that he co

and became the U. S. Open Champion. His name w
S ——

i W And an d to all of us, here in the United States,
is a man who uﬁgt just a few years ago, because he had a God-given
Eégéi})which had been trusted And he has made a contribution to the world.

He died the other day. His na
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Yes

4:3‘_ the
somehow,

what you have done, say in this very church.y You have used zour ﬂ}

some way. And you have reached out beyond earth, and have been able to get ahold of

Heaven. That is exactly what we can do through this church. You are using your
talents, you are working together. You have provided the support to one of the greatest

churches in our state.

Wbout the probkalnrs. Because the problems are not going

away by worrying about them. One of the great (@m-

the mw - you worry. You worry about Your hegh. You worry about your_ money.

< . )
You worry about your family. You worry about your gziﬁgiggL,Xou ig;ry, worry, ﬁﬁ;ry.
ﬁ!!ié; =

I really saw a ma qas a worrier who ever accomplished much in this
T o —

life. Let's be(thankful i d gave us. And let's do the best we can

with what we have. You will be amazed as how it solves your problems. How you end

up being happy and successful.

And this

is what we need to do in this nation today. Because we have a great nation. This

nation has survived a Civil War. . i i
”_________'r Wor}d Wars, A Gw@lon and two recessions.

-:—-"",1
The assiss/_iggr.ion of Presidents - and America can rise again. It is something within
—__——.__________—.

us that we will survive. It needs your support and your prayers.

As we believe God teaching us, and following Jesus Christ, we will make our obligation.



8=

qéﬁég;;;i;get the feeling,that the E_‘ple,o£_xhis_natien are waiting around

the nation to do ingd And the s waiting around for the people
/

to do something. This is a people's nation and you know, politics - as many people

are turned off. But we want to make a contribution. And things will not change

unless we get involved. But it can be done.

talk about ourﬁgggmm% outside of our health and our families. Our

religious faith. What is more important than your government. It controls things

in your life.

You get an automobile - you have to have a driver's license. You have traffic

lights to obey. Yes, this country is worth defending and standing up for.

Q ou know America is the éwn the world - over 10 trillion

dollars. And that broken down means 46,000 dollars for every person. You talk
el

—

about the 40od old days, What are the good old days. Today is a good old day.

We haveQé;QDof everything than any generation of this nation evgzaggﬂ. And I

say to the young people today - that your opportunity is unlimited. It is there

for those who reach out and who want it.

George Berndrd)Shaw| said that people sit around and blame their preblems—on

the circumstances. I do not believe in circumstances. I believe that people

that get on in this life, are the people who find the circumstances that they
want and when they find them - they make them. Now that is our message. If we
are going to build a country. We are not going to do it by complaining - Dby

sitting down and doing nothing. But we must participate. We must show that we have
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the spirit. And the committment of our forefathers. We must not go forward or

backwards. We have too many lessons in history. ( Rome), when they lived in the

glories of the past, @of meeting the challenge of the future. And we
- e e

know that in the teachings of Christianity, that we are expected to meet this.

Now when wg _talk about thg g;g;iigéiiof this nationi think about some of

the statistics - that with 6% of the population in this nation, we have 7% of

the land. We contr % : ith this system that was

started some 200 years ago. We have a m national product bigger than
B L n & ,.

Russia, J}:an, and West Germany combined.

Thwu that we are in the b%
£

Did you know, that we have more Docfors, more nu¥ses, momho‘itals - that we
v

-——7
havef the televisjons, and(60% bf the telephones.
H

We publish mg@than all of the rest of the world combined. We have
moTe Chumahgs, moTe Opergs, more non-piofileglgptxes: AN iiieliddgh fnevicans
invest in the American free enteﬂﬁ'se system. No other country is even close

to that.

Suppose we compare as our President - who was just placed into office. Pointed
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out in a speech about
h%in our country. We would have to ay checks, for 80% of the

people. We would have to jil 14 ers back on t . We would

have to M Ve would have <o iminnti i,
W . And another thing, we would have to W

ms. We would have to M We would have to

@. ovn_70% of ou ones. lig would have t¢ m iii of evea 10 teleEhones.

M Gl o WOULd haVe o el ~ 760N = OpDOTLuniLY
as a nation. We don't know how good we do have it. There isanother nation

or country in the world like America. We had better be thankful for the lessons

that are ours. We need to pause and ponder.

Yes, I am proud of America. And I know that you are but we live in a country

in which we seek change.have,_\_f_glked on the face of t@g the
past. We have research being done to make this eW. We have
elevated our people by edugape on. We have been able even to tw

heart. And today, daily, there are operations performed on the human heart to

restore that which would mean certain death other wise. We have d half the

carth. e have it in God. - NG A

This is the greatest history of the world -- we Americans have proven it. We have
freedom. And if God continues to bless, it will continue in America. We will ask
our Heavenly Father to guide us by his will. That we might live our lives in the
way that he chooses for us. That he might give us courage and strength in the
committment to live a full life and to utilitize the talent that we have - though
it may be one. And follow the teachings of the Lord Jesus Christ. We ought to
ask God to give us strength for that committment. We are in a position to help
our nation and to help our world. And we can do it by making a contribution to
our church. We pray that God will help us to perform this and thatgGod will look

over us and watch over us in all of the future.
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