AMASTAH MADE HIS LIFE COUNT FOR GOD

2 Chronicles 17:16
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congregation means to the world.

- - blest, the
and the best. I'm thinking that you(ﬁggalpot neglect anzggdy the hum

That vour life can count for the highest and the

Would you have your life to count for the highest

poorest, the lowest, the richest.

best. The way to do it is to seek the guidance under the mastership of the Lord

Jesus,

I've chosen a-fext)in the 0. T. - the man Amasiah, was he? You will note

that he was a chief officer during the time of King Jehoshaphat. Next to the King
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himself, this man was the first man of the Kingdom.

He was so important, that 200,000 men were picked and put under his command.
>

Amasiah st i !
ah stood next to the king in position. Now this important man situated in this

important place, made a willing offering of himself to the Lord.

thing vhen men and women of leadership are very positive friends of the Lord

It is a glorious

It is

a 1 i i
glorious th:l.ng when an outstanding leader in the community a lawyer a sl illed
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doctor, a sct 1
5 lggl_g%;cner = people who occupy place of responsibility and opportunity

can give a con i
g commanding influence, this is a position of leadership, which this

man Amasiah had.
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I. HIH‘CRE TO PUT GOD'S CAUSE ’

Here indeed is a lesson. This is the first thing in his 1ife that he settled.
e

And surely he was right. @Should he have put Cod's cause. You men and women
- 7~

that are out before me today - wvhere should you put God's cause. Yow ggwust put

it somewhere. We must pive it some place in 1ife. And it must have some place in
— —— N

your life.

Mow a @ever magazine)jonce in gi}irlg_grlg}fers to a question like this, @ is

the great need for the/:hurch oday, was one of the questions. The answer given to

that question, was something that we cannot rely upon.

The was, the church today, should have 1 That

answer missed it widely. (@ot)one time does Go} put the epphasis on numbers. Indeed

the Bible, by direct statement and by implication, that there is

in numbers. f old took the census of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah. And

he plunged the nations into digaster because while taking this census, his people took

their @away fromm And down the people went into disaster.

It iS how many we count that tells how much we weigh. It is not the
-
quantity but the .

holding an institute for a group of Christian people, following

his address was quizzed. And one of them asked, Mr. Drummond, isn't the first

need of Christianity today that we shall have more people behind it. And quick
& 4

as a flash his answer was, no, not m -
5 , not more people @ a better brand.

@ cannot command big situations with little people. T dare to affirm today

that Jesus is most of all hindered by little people. And therefore, comes the

ringing challenge of the Bible quit ye 1ike men. Mot flocks but like men. Jesus
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waits for the strength and the power, and the victorious 1iving of people. And
S

th his great armv had to weed it dovn until he had 300, and then he was

able to do battle for the Lord.

In this magazi%ed in the @d place, another answer was - what we need for

Christ is\—more mone;-] Mow, I think that answer miss k. (@o)where in the

1
il ! wasis fall ney ief thing is going to triumph
Bible does the emphasis fall upon _money as the chief thing that is go n u

in God's cause. lMomey is a poverfu ctor everywhere., In religion as well as
—_— P -

daily affaﬁ And I do ave sympathy who sometimes cry against money, CTIYy
e > — ————

. T think that is thoughtless

against men who make

and I have W1 that group. I think a man who can make money ought to

make it - W. Riw@i in the morning and toil late at night. But as a

man makes money, that man is to remember the challenging words spoken by

thou shalt remember the Lord thy God, for it is He that giveth thee power, to get
~ — = -

—_—

"

We remember that money is the servant - it is not the Master.

A lay dying. She made a last appeal to her physician. She saild is
— e gl =5 :

death emminent. Fe assured her that she was then facing death. And there she
-z
tried to pull the cover over her gaae From those who were present, over and over

again, this rich woman cried. f/Oh, how I dread to meet Cod when I remember how I

I
ha‘jf___‘f_!-‘.iﬂ_e—i with my money. And well, we might answer, for she must answer to God's

judgement for every dime that she had. YMow do not be deceived, he
e =

first tle;rig_in the kingdom of God. So this is not the real issue.
L —

Now@ is the first thing for the triumph of the kingdom of God. Our man,

@, "he put God's cause as the first thing in his life." He crowned his life
_—-_‘_—-—_—_7 e e e

by putting God first, as making him supreme.

—
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Think about n his great sermon, but seek ye first the king@om of Cod.
PO

And his righteousness, and breagd and meat, and sufficient things shall be added

unto you. Seek ye m the kingdom of Cod. No/second, not /third, not partially,

but put first the kingdom of God.

‘ illustrated this by saying@ me to live is Christ. Or if you think about
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the newer translationms, fow__gg_uxe,@mrist to live over ay.n. Paul was

saying in my own l%ge, the best T can, I am living‘ the teachings and the purposes

of Christ and trying to live literally for him. I am not my own at all, Paul said.
7

I belong to Christ.

I belong to Christ because he created me, because he died for me, because he

preserves me.

tells us a lesson. He did it in what we would call a secular calling.
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He did it while he was in the @ And that was a difficult place for him to make
B &

this decision. Tor in the Army, he says, I am going to stand up for Cod. T am
Fd

going to put his cause first there in the Afmy. There can be no differences when we
/

think about the Christian life as secular and as religious. You are just as much

called to be the fight)kind of Christian on Tuesday, as you are on Sunday morning in
2 o

the house of Cod with a_hymbook in your hand. MNow if Christian men and women are

coing to be more careful and conscientious at one place than they are at another -

then they are not the right kind of Christians.

Yhen Cod's men and women out in the big world} shine for Christ and witness daily,

that's where he wants you.

Y A leading(shoe n@_ was a devoted Christian. Morning by morning and night by

night. One day @ asked him, if you should(put)your whole passion in one sentence,
— C—— /. %

what would that sentence be...he smiled, and said, if you had come to my__?"f—f'_i;ce -

— /
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and asked me this question, you would know for I have there in my office a cardboard

4
- you had better come and find out. The preacher went to his office, when he entered,

there was a cardboard. Six little words. And they voiced his whole 1life's passionm.
.=.___.-—-——-——'7

Here they are: God first, family secopd, shoes third.
e

Now that is exactly right. You put it any other way and you will make trouble.

That is exactly the wgz_gg_ézzange:;;. Vhether you are in the army, whether you
.-—--7

are a mgfg%?pt, or wvork in a shog. Whatever your task or occupation is. God fiEst,

family second, business third. Cod first - before father, mother, loved ones. God
%/9‘% ———— "_/

first before business.

s
\Hg( T read an interesting story about a great pork gagkg;} of the Northwest. Somebody

/ /
asked him what is your business. The big packer answered,’;_EE_E_ngiggiggA;éizl

’

that's my business. The man questioned him a little further. He gsaid T don't under-
W

stand, what is your daily work. What is your main concern. He came back with this

Lt 7
answer. My business sir, is to be a Christian, But I pack perk to pay the expenses.

v

/

Every man and every woman out in the business world in this life, your life is
to be the right kind wherever you are. And that is the point I want to make about

Amasiah, He was a soldier, but he put God's cause first.
3 So crex

IEy !WHAT DID THIS MAM AMASIAY OFFER HIS LORD;

Now this is another lesson that we learn from this man. Tor the Bible says

that he offerei himself)to the Lord. To me that is the supreme gift. The highest

contribution that any man or woman can make, is the right kind of life. ;

turned the tides of wicked Florence. The people of Jo Chrysoston
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- who was a gifted preacher, that it were Qetigﬁ for the suE to cease shining,

than for John to cease his preaching. Yow this man Amasiah gave his life to
‘__ /!

the Lord. Wow really that is the key to the whole matter of living.

used to hold a week of preaching and camp meetings with the cattle

men out in the West, while they were rounding up cattle each year, he would go out
and spend a week and preach. So there were about 1200 men out there one morning

-/
when he was holding a service. And he preached on a, ye are not your own, ye

are bought with a price, therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit,
'
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which are God's. One@_b_ea-rd_thapser—men that day. WHe had not been a Christian

very long. And the service was over and he came over to the preacher and says,

let's go for a walk I want to talk to you about something serious. They walked
about a_mile and a quarter away from the camp and he did not say a word for awhile.

The preacher waited for him as they were standing by the ledge of a rock. le said

I want you to pray a @edicatory praveé for me. Pma&ﬂ%h to dedicate, the
vant you O pray 2% 2 £ =

preacher asked. Slowly as he ta}}ced, the tears began to stream down his eyes.

He said, I did @realiz_e until this morning that all these thousands of._'-‘_c_zg;;.fL_fe')
re - o Ty

'd

that I have and I call them mine - are not mine at all. But everyone belongs to
..‘-————ﬂ-"‘? [ SRS

Christ. I did not know until this morning that all these miles and miles of 'land

over which my cattle have browsed, are not mine at all. But that every acre\belongs

to Christ. You understand, I have not been a Christian long. 1 do not know much
about the Christian life. But I have learned today as never before that something
which the Christian life means. And now I see that every cow, every thousand of

cattle belong to Christ. All these acres of ground. And I want to take my place

in Cod's cause. I want you to tell God for me that I will be his trustee from this

day on. I will be his_administrator on this, his estate - and I'll try to live for
/ e ———

him and be such an administrator as I ought to be.

he had finished telling the preacher that, he said I've got something to
e 5
tell the Lord myself.
—_— :



The Preacher said, we knealt beside the rock. Like two children, and he said,
—— / & -

Master this man bids me to tell thee thus and so. And he consented while the
7 =

Preacher spoke the sentences to God. Vhen he had finished, I waited. The -man put

his face to the ground and he said he sobbed out a prayer. And now Master, am I not
in_a position tq give you my-bad boy. His mother and T seem to have mo_influence

over him. I have QEEEE you my propgz%g today. Venceforth, be your administrator

on your estate, and HOW'é;;EEDYOU take my boy in the same way and saye him - and
__4—/

save him soon for your Glory.

The preacher said we went back to camp and that we had another service.

And when he had been preaching about 15 minutes this wild boy came in. He came over

4/
toward his father and sat down. He said T can 't wait until that man is
!

done with his sermon. I have to decide for Christ.

e
And the Seripture ,came to the Preacher in this fashion. Delight thyself also
*1

iE;EEE_LQEQ,-and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart.

Cﬁi;EDpower a man has with God when such a man comes to Christ and says to him,
7 >
vou can get me for any field, for anyjourney, any task, for any duty that you
wish. Master, I am yours. To go, and to say, and to be, and to do as thou wilt.

What a power this is in the world.

And I think this is what happened to that ramcher. When like Amasiah, he came

to the place that he was willing to give himself.

This is the thing that Paul challenges in the book of Romans. That a man offer

himself.



¥ i 1T EHOW HE OFFERFI} HIMSELF ]

This to me, is a part of this lesson. le was ted. He was ng_t_g_)gqs_c_;_i;??ted.

o one iq_lég_e?c} him. But the Bible says he offered himsel '.@r"tiie'LOEd'

I would say to each person here tgdaya glorio: higg for men and, women,

y,

yomwple, to rise up and say without being coa‘gd, without being pus%d,, without

being drafted - rise up and come and say Christ can have my_&_si—.‘ I am willing to
-.___7 i "

give him my best today. What a power that man or that woman can have. And what a

power if that dominates your life.

Lither self is the dominating factor in life, or God.

You may mark that the life is doemed - wm:yiant

-~ how clever, how inte}ligent you may think that you are. Just like the self-centered
nation will go to ruin. It is also :;;y_g_;l_n_.t;he_fayly. Then the family becomes so
self centered, it is doomed. This was the thing that happened to Lot's famil;, He

was self-centered. Yo matter, though he was a brilliant man, Lot's family perished.

ladstone )said of Napoleon, he had the keenest brain that was ever packed into

a human skull. And yet, he died like a dog in a-diteh—after he made Europe cringe
i — — S

and tremble before him. Why. He was self-centeredyq in life from first to last.

What did he care to walk with cruel foot over the heart of beautiful Jo ine.
h—_———'?/

What did he care to sacrifice a 100,000 soldiers. If only he could carry out his
Fd

self-centered amhitdens.

But the (life/linked wiﬂ_xﬂ;_i_%t,the life that says ''yes" to Christ, the life
that says oh Christ, thou canst have me. You have the plan. And 1'11 accept it

and I'1l take it as my life.

—




this place today, T would like to ask you tf’n and women

settle this, in your life - and other course will bring distress.

eqrge ! : i
Ceaqree Jacﬂonéiﬂ, the SEREEBE%§’ wrote a s%gple_gqgn

| T said let me walk in the field
Tle said, no, walk in the town
T said, there are no flowers there

TTle said, no flowers but a crown.

T said, but the skies are black
There is nothing but noise and din
And he wept as he sent me back

There is more, he said, there is sin.

I said but the air is thick
And fogs are veiling the sun
Te said, but hearts are sick

And souls in the darlk undone.

T said, T shall miss the light
And friends will miss me, thev say
He answered, chose tonight

If T am to miss vou or they.
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T pleaded for time to be given
Fe said, is it hard to decide
Tt will not seem hard in Meaven

To have followed the steps of your guide.

Then T turned, one look at the field

Mnd set my face to the town
Ve said, my child, do you yield

Will vou leave the flowers for the crown.

Then into his hand went mine
Mnd into my heart came He
And I walked in a light divine

That path that I had feared to see.

T want to say to you today, if you miss this. You will miss everything.

Will you not say, Cod helping me, T will yield my life. T will take the steps

of Amasiah and offer mv life willingly unto him.




