e B L e £V B

A WISE INVESTMENT

Matthew 6: 19 - 24

INTRODUCTION fkaqﬁzéréio 7%c4624ﬁzq&,~5

(ﬂﬁg;do you suppose C§r1§} took time to speak on this subject

:_&_________——'7—,____-——-

to his disciples? He has just given them instructions concerning(?asting.'

And I suppose that one reason was the sense of insecurity )that man has

in this world. was happeniﬂﬁ/ihen, and probably still happens today.
Men weré:Eéiigiﬁézéffgﬂijggigggj;of perfume and cther things, and Jesus

knew that man was anxious and that he had certain attitudes towards things.

e,

And toward his possessions and toward the future. A11 of these things
wuld test the relationship of wkt man with God.

I think(we)can divide this=passage of scripture into GEEEED

. The great treasure, V. 19-20. The great darkness, V. 21-23.
A L —_— 7

And the great impo tity V. 24.

I: Thé great treasure, V. 19-20.’

e—— - — !

Our Lord now is dealing with the question of a Christian living
in this world and his relationship to the world which is a problem. There

is always the wgtlg, the fifih’ and the devil with which man has to deal.

/



Mnd two of the main temptatigg; which he has is the one about his
Wo oF ‘the maln tempratio

treasures. Whét does he consider valuable?

In X Wfor yourselves treasures upon earth."
i i i . It will fit d 1ture, any development.
his)will fit agzﬂhgre wi 22¥:=2y’ any Eg’ﬁgpe ny developmen

/

Don't treasure the things of the earth.

—
he talks about treasure here, he means that is the aim

the.gggl;of your Tife. Don't treasure up your treasures upon earth. A

great(@gﬁg)pe0p1e would 1ike to work out some secret compartme?;,which

/

could be used to take some/,of/fﬁ;;; wealth, stocks and bonds with them
/ —

/

-

when they leave-this world. Now we accumulate things in this world, we
- 2

use some of them, we lggggﬁgggg?of them to our children.

The(EEEﬁ will cause clothes:mmwimmse or cloth to disappear,
= —.

a garment.

iron to disappear. It will corrupt. The

idea is to disappear.
!hieves?dig through and steal. And the earthly treasure may
: — —
disappear.

These are destructable character of the earthly riches. Their

[ ————
————————————

wealth may have been beautifu]‘_ql_r:esses. You r'emember‘a‘
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hole and bﬂggi_sirn’ej,amnts. He reminds his hearers that moth or rust
will destroy earthly treasures.
Watch the thingﬁiiour own Tusts - the tningé_LhﬁI_ynu_w%E;'to

possess, if you are EEEEiEggzggg(gygg_gp the earthly. Lay up, he says,

don't treasure up treasures, is the same word, émney; people say is the
o e S e

root of all evil, which is not true. It is theggove2of money. Then if

—

this be so, every poor man can love it. He can love it more than a
» every poo 3 ore_than

wealthy mn. And it will be more corrupting to him with a Tittle as a

man with much. He has to watch lest he be grasping and this be his whole
= 8 S sy

attitude, toward getting more and more. As one young um‘ng the

\
deRESigyﬂlfggp who was so grasping he took out too much insurance. His

whole 1ife was burdened, and fair finally he said, "I'd be worth more dead
than alive." The great weight of this proposition is that you do not
‘-h_———h.__
put all your emphasis upon this treasure.
Now he 1'sder]_g£r}_cing every kind of saving, for said,
IT Cor. 7:14, the parents had a duty to lay gu up for the children. EVery
man and every woman has a right and a privilege and a responsibility to

insure himself for the future.

There 1'5.a word here against a man setting apart a certain



sum as ca ital to be used in the development of his business. If he is

manufacturing something, or if he has some sort of business with a yearly
—_— £ -— 7

output, he must lay aside a certain amount for this operation. It is
e e
necessary.

Trggﬁgfglggjﬂggggggres upon earth - he @S;E;a;\the QTQ§sing of

money not for the use of it but for its own sake, that is a mait.
‘*‘y s —

-

Now, this is a great<témﬁtatioﬁ>that involves a11‘fffflfif/19ung people who

=
are entering into life want to make g,fgffﬁﬂgigchk. They want to take the

./’
/'/

s

shortest, easiest reute.

Now Jesus gave some here why they should ,ey

or things. And he knew that these things would cut down on the interest of
- *"/

a Christian in his spiritual devo jons.
A man may rea_]_fwhether‘ he is treasuring the tr‘ea/s/ur'es of the

earth. Qiiggij;;; the(i%tt1e store of mong/)which he has already made. Is

this the thing that he spends his time thinking about? Frwr to the

next? Is this the thing that constantly comes before him that he depends more

upon this than he does in trustingin-God.
Z—

He may also in thep]ace test (whether or not he is envious

of other men who are making money more rapidly than he isi And in connection
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with this, he mams_e]f as t(évhether or not all the service he

performs - does he do it in the 1ight of some monetary advantage%:)ls it

——

his habit to gain and to see that everything that he does is motivated by

this sort of pressure. ,

Now, Jesus is telling the disciples here that theﬂgééééigﬂhy,_

he is charging k them in this way - that they can't take it with them.
< e = _— —

Treasures on earth are uncertain. Treasures on earth §ggg_pg§§_g¥;¥.
‘__.——-—"—'—’ ———

Treasures on earth tend to turn the mind a om God. And treasures

on earth may become such a passion as to dull the spiritual ?gg of a man.

up - dq_Mve the habit - do not treasure your treasures. And

as I have said, making proper provision for the futgﬁg is not keax here

condemned. (God)who ordered the ons also gives us gqgg_§gnae to store

food until the next harvest/gégson.
e ——

The hether thg_dl_"_l;Sé_'i_S__cgiﬂLO_L_ﬂ% if it is stored

up, it is 1jable to be consumed by moths. James 5:2. Job 27:16.

s something thatws and corrodes. It consumes

and causes a thing to disappear.

break through - this was easy to do. The walls were made

of‘gggﬁor gMR% sun-dried bricks. They could dig through. Today we would

—_—



say they are able to pick a safe. And nothing will be secure.
L

Theaﬂy &ew and to hold, and Jesus

gives here and prohibition. This uncommon love which we have for

things and for money and treasures of this earth that we will not

D

place all of our emphasis upon these. As I have said, this has a prgglgmﬂ

for all ages. A teenagg boy and girl)were ggg;inQJnarpied much to the
= N

displeasure of both sets of parents. Finally, the minkter came to

the ring ceremony. He had the boy repeat with him, "With this ring I

thee wed and with all my worldly goods I thee endow." At this point,

the father of the groom said, "Well, there goes his bicycle."

Now you may feel a bit like the father. That this sermon

tonight - we're talking about the inevitable things - your treasures
S e 7

and @ your ¥, and some people don't really Tike it when you talk about

this. when the church talks about r;gi,s_j_ug,_the_hudﬁet.' They

think that it ought to be separated from all the spiritual life and Tiving.

But these three great . Don't spend the strength of your

Tives trying to Tay up for yourself perishable treasures on earth.

he gives .{)Q_mm____:;_jg_g) Make your ‘M%

Live for what lasts. This is an injunction, Make your treasures the

e s —



treasures in heaven. This is something that we need to discover, to make

——

sure of our own end. If you have money so use it while %ou are here in
‘___,__—_,—/7 e S

this world that when you arrive in glory, the people who benefited by it

will be there to receive you.

<Eiﬂi)EXPEBHQEﬁl_IiT:_ZE]7= "Charge them that are rich in this

world that they be not high-minded nor trust in uncertain riches, but in

the 1iving God who giveth us richly all things to enjoy, that they do good,

that they be ¥ rich in good wor&i, ready to distribute, willing to communicate.’
Laying up in store for themselves a good foundation against the time to come

that they may lay hold on eternal Tife." g;::you have been blessed with riches

—_

in such a way B in this world that you will be building up a balance for the

“—

Qgﬁg;__0ur(2££§;§gjgjthis in talking to a group of people one day.wkem "When
I was in RXXSZXER Efiiggl_xggﬂgjgj;gg,me. When I was hongry, you fed.me, when

I was thirsty, you ink, and inasmuch as you have done it to one of

the least of these my bretheen, you have done it unto me."

The rich youngfruTep was diﬁEEEEiﬂEEd‘ Jesus went on to teach how

hard it is for them that trust in riches to énter into the kingdom of heaven.

Hgb}eu&. the 11th chapter, had great faith, but they

_——.



following the invisible as seeing. Abraham responded to this.

could have had the wegl}ﬂ_pf the Egyptian court. He decided to spend his

1ife out as a shepherd for 40 years in the desert. The princinle is that

we might reach a view of ourselves and take a right view of the gifts in
eacn

our possession. We must give an account. It matters not whether it is
R

Ty
money , é”EEllEEt’ or personality, the worldly man thinks he(éﬁns himse]f:;>
I am not the possessor, what I have is merely on lease. I cannot take my

22E5507 On_1edse.

wealth with me. I am the custodian of this.(iﬁgﬁ)can I use this for the
7

glory of God? Jesus says, "Don't, if you were making a treasure here in
this material earth, thazligﬁgg;g_toi - do what? Diizggggr. Now if you
have made your ambitions become these things, we e are going to leave it.

A treasure up in heaven. This is the place where your interests shotld Tie.

If you are going to age , you are going
to take this a1§grﬂg;ixg which QEEES is pointing out something which will be

permanent, and that will remain secure whether you have earned or worked for

this money, or whewihave inherited it, you have .r"ight to give it

away or squander it, but to

it on in a way that it will build in the

interest of the ki " God. We ought to adopt a principle of giving a



part of our income to the cause of Christ, each week. The temptation comes
to us when we look at money and we say, "Well, I need so and so," and we

neglect God's work. What will the result of a spiritual attitude like this

be?

Theﬁéﬁiﬁ- has to do with _j;gumstance?) Cedn 5?6;’é7
= R
The rust - has to do with(time) Time does terrible things to

your material elements.

as to do with( greed Jor other diseases that may come.

Often a greaﬁiéiéijiiiiﬁﬁi}that may be filled as a museum with fine furniture

with an;mgrgg?ﬁggga in a Tittle while becomes useless because the owner may
-_—’—‘—-_-\\.

become an alcoholic or waste his substance. And the whole entire estate
- —m,

disposed of in a moment. | Demus/ hath Toved this present world - this now

world. Things that are temporal. Jesus is saying - Delight in the things

of heaven. Trgg§ur£&up.

é@gﬁ;ﬁs the best investment of money a Christian man can make?
L1
QEE!!!!I’

of scriptural giving of money. One layman said to him, "The sermon was great,

once closed his sermon by an appeal

What about a Christian will?- A
'__’_______J

but you rﬁrggj_t when you aaMMey.” Now,a1ked about this.
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Now concerning the collections, he said, (;;;Ebthought about this in the
/_/ﬁ

aidxxeximarexx 01d Testament when hE/EEQEiSEH that he was going to give

God pewex tithes of all his i e. And Jésus knew that(nd) man is any

stronger spiritually than his attitude toward money, and what money can
buy. This is the thing that has plagued men -fmézg;;;fﬂﬁﬁ‘: Add Jesus

said, "Lay not treasures upon earth" - but make your treasure in heaven.
“ Carve your name high above shifting sands,
Where the steadfast rocks defy decay,
HIBut all you can hold in your cold dead hand
f Is what you have given away.
Conquest in gold and fame, ah, how grand,
‘: King of the saloon, the mart, a day,
\BUt all you can hold in your cold dead hand
Is what you have given away.

These words were by M. Poteat, Sr., and I think fit well into

what Jesus had to say here.

I1. The great darkness , V. 21 - 23

VEEEE(::)" Lkxm "For where your treasure is, there will your
=




11

heart be also." The trgEggrg_jg_g_gﬁrggg_@ggg;ﬁ, and it pulls the heart.

Eiﬁjfg)is idolatry, and the heart becomes enclosed by the treasures we

seek. And ghggé\ his treasure is, he says what? - he uses the heart,
‘ R

the sum of one's desires, of one's ambitions, of one's purpose here
in the world, the heart being the seat of the personality. Sometimes it is

said to be of the intellect with the desire and with the emotions. Every-

thing is centered there in the hee;t, and this represents all that you are

as a Christian, and you find self-realization right at this point.

Versé 22)- "The light of the body is the eye." ¢ Light ‘comes through

the eye. You and you stumble, and really your feet and your

@gnds become 1n%£fggt1ve.

I read about

photographery but he was not able to focus the camera, and he had to give

up. This is a good illustration when a.man has his tea treasure on earth

boy)who had double visi?n. He had hoped to be a

and tries to have treasure in heaven. He develops what we call double vision.

This ho;aggg)diverts the Qgrg_jniﬁﬂiggn of the soul and blinds all

spiritual light. We all know that faith is only possible for the pure heart.

Therefore, if the heart is filled with false or earthly xe riches, then it is
-

-

bljgged:”’fhe throne of worship in the Christian'qiEééiEjﬁhgﬂlﬂ_ﬁf;jILﬂgé;gn,
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/p;t/'n the First National Bank. The Camshoulti_hM
diety only God, (oD the almight dojlar. The (amp) of the body is the eye.

The single eye was the clear windew of a_godly soul. The evil eye is one

that distorts and blurs the vision when there is coveteousness, and money
Al z :

easily can become a rival with Ged for a man's affections.

the key to wea]'ggg How should Christians use their

et

money? A man is where his heart is, and his heart is where his treasure is.

o i
EEEEE(:::L He points out the(great darkness)which is developed,

the Eig,which is in the eye, in the look. Single means as long as it is
simple and does not see double. The(Eiiég2mgg,mﬁx_resggﬂizg_é_gggj by the
touch of his cane, but the man with a good vision will see it before he
arrives at the point of danger. A man with a double vision will think that
the pool is a place to walk mkeu upon. Greed and jealousy as Judas had.

What a terrible service that Jesus is talking about these Pharisees.

They (don't have any aim}and what great darkness he says, is here because the

(1ight of the body is in the eye. They demand our entire devotion. They want

us to Tive for them absolutely. And this is the thing that God wants us to

Tive for him. Great is the darkness.
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*@ ho one day went in with great moves to report to his

wife that his best cow had given birth to two calves. One was r}%and one
e ~

was gﬁi;gd He said, "You know I have &m a sudden feeling and impulse that

we must dedicate one of calves to the lord., We will bring them up

together, and when the timeg comes we will sell one and keep the proceeds

and we will sell the other and give the proceeds to the Lord's work." His

@ifg asked him which one he was going to dedicate to the Lord. Mgz He

said, "There is no need to bother about that now. We will treat them both

alike anyway, and when the time comes, we will do as I say." In a few
— N

mggths, the man entered the kitchen. He was miserable and unhappy. He

e

was troubled. His wife asked him. He says, "I_have bad news to give you.

The Lord's calf is deEd." But she said, "You have not decided which was to
be the Lord's calf." "Oh, yes," he said, "I hadxmiwasys had always decided
that it would be the white one, and it is the white one that has died. The
Lord's calf is dead." Now, we may sm]'h'le’_atd_tmis_%tory, but when we @

about ourselves, Mthe Lard's ies. When money becomes

—m——m

difficult, the first thing that we is our contribution to God's

ﬂ_o:r_lg. It is always the first thing to go. So great is the darkness thereof.
SLE LML TR
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(;:;zii_iE—Ehat these instructions are nnfggsary? Why is it that the Bible
is full of this kind of warning. It is to be found everywhere. This is just
C___.__.___——-7—

an example. 1's it that makes it necessary? A man tends to say, "I am

a CHristian. I do not is." But we all need this. And the thing that

explains it is that there is sin, and it has a terrible power and effect upon

mankind. It upsets the balance of , his body, his mind, his soul, and

his spirit. "in the inaa\g;_eefgj%(&mj, comes _under the power of these

,-/

things of the world, these material treasures. They master him, they centrol

his personality. This is the result of man's fall. Man loves darkness rather

than light because his deeds are evil. And the important thin is that no

@ggﬁghoqu be governed by these things. The simple truth is that men are
governed by their prejudices and even the fool hath said in his heart, "There

is no God." It is the heart that covets these worldly things. XhexkX It blinds
a man in certain vital respects.

Worldly treasures. People pri hemselves on their{%ﬁt&gﬂﬂl./>

appearance. They forget they are going to ng#iILiung;y and they are going

to die. Men pride themselves on theirngg;g) and you cannot take this with you.
You're going to die and lose it, and it's going to pass away. If a man really

sits down and faces the éimg]e tru%i) yet all people tend to Tive on the opposite
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assumption. The real situation is very obvious. I am today 1iving in this

world, but o me? What is my_future? I may go
on to live for a number of years or I may not. I do not know. May not live
£i11 tomorrow or next week. But I #& know for certain that this is bound
411 COHOTTaw O TIEhs WEES
to come to an end.
We are blind to the relative value of things as we think about
-~ f S— i

time and eternity. We are creatures here of time. Time is limited, but

o cternity of lTimitless.

N\

That's why Jesus uses the cemparison) of darkness and Tight.

e ™™
There is nothing more wonderful than Tight. Nothing more amazing, and yet
he talks about the darkness, because this has an influence on a man and his
relationship to God. He is blinded to all of these opposites. And he
:._.__.-———‘_'__'_7

persuades himself, he compromises, and he 1ives in this whole dream;wng}g,

and no wonder Jesus says,_"Gngg;_isgihe_darkness_xngreo ." Our Lord employs

co@ - the eye is the Tight of the body, as the lamp or the candle in a

room. MNow, the same word used here was a word used for n the Baptist . He
e - el 1A AT

|

was a bqggigg_ggﬂ_g_ghigjggJiiikgt‘f?;;t, and the same word he used that men

do not light a 1amp and put it @nder a bushel. So the man who has an eye which

— e

is the lamp of his soul, it is very obvious that he is talking about your inner
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soul here, the power of your affections, the goa'l or the intention

of your Tife. That is not hlurred. A good clear eye will give you a
— —~—
— . & Ve ]

distinct vision. ( How much more then will you be able if you store up

your treasures in heaven? Some people have no intention - they live day

by day without any intentions at all. Thiere are other people whok have .

intentions. He says they care about this world and the next world, but what

k—\

he is trying to emphasize here is that you have one pure, simple intention.

That is to do the will of God, that your whole eye, your whole soul be lighted

up. This was the thing thaasked for the unde anding of heart.,.

that he might know God's purpose, that God might honor him. Now, if a

is pure in its intention, and is clean, that's marvelous, but if not, how great

e

is the darkness.

I think another way to €j1us£;§€3 this would be that when(@arkness)

settles upon the forest, the roar of the 1ion and some of the apimals.that
—_——r — 7

have been sleeping all day hiding from the sunlight cree forth. Our Lord

says that when a man's heart is set on doing God's will, that eyil will remain.

in hiding. But when a man has a blurred vision, then darkpess comes and how
—— —_——

great is that darkness. And may the HOIX_§EjijLEEE§§_Y°“ to be able to see

the difference between the treasures of this earth and the treasures of heavenf.
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/ III. The great impossibility ) v‘@

i d d d
We have considered the great treasures an the greg%tfgrgnggs,

and in the Tast place, we consider the great impossibility. ﬂg_ggg_ggg___

serve two masters. ﬁ;;;£>r is a master.
arve Tk ey 55

Now Tet us(get)this straight. Jesus)did not teach that the

possession of riches were incongsistent with his kingdom principles, but
e

- —

rather he is teaching the constitution of semdessksa wealth is the damning

element. | Zacchadg, repenting his coveteous ways, gave half of his goods

to‘ghggizy in order to mm make restitution. The reason for this illustration

is to give a word to those who are subject to worldliness and wessby worldly

mindedness. The - the world is so s subtle, and we are all
-_— S ——— —

quilty of it. Ue sometimes Ry 1ab&é7wor1d11ness as meaning certain
T——

particular things, or we confine it to_EEEEEig‘Lnings, such as the theatre, or

certain other things that people &gk indulge in. But worldliness is an attitude

toward life.
r/_———_

Now this might happen even#s in tHé\EE}itica1 interest ¥in this country.

When you think about the great e1ectigns/ﬁﬁ;;;-we have(what Yin the last analysis

is the real interest? There are people on both sides who seem to be CQE%;l”Ed

I B 7

about something. I wonder if it is some kind of a treasure on this earth. £
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fs we apply this, we make our choice of candidates, and we express our

political points of view. Is one side altogether wrong and the other
&

side altogether right?

ﬂgﬂ'is really the real interest? I think that this can also
be i d’ by the way in whic //ES_} row up into manhood, womanhood,
(et by o sy 10 i gl v anes

when in cezﬁain stages of life they seem to be always talking about new

tniggsq—ngy’fash%ons, new enthusiasm, for a while. And a Tittle later on

those things(ﬁ&j}onger interest them. (E;)they advance in years they change

perhaps, young people, older people, get wrapped up in this. The

of moth and rust infects all of us in the process. There is a corruption

in these earthly things. It is iﬁ:éitabl that the most beautiful fYower

that you can pluck this morning you wi on throw is away. It is true
of everything in this 1ife and in this world. It's fading w away. As a
result of sin, it is subject to this process. Utkerly, it is going to be

corrupted. _1't in this phrase, he says, "To an inheritance incorruptible

and undefiled that fadeth not away reserved in heaven for you." I Peter 1:4.
g B

Now this is the thing that you work toward. But we have great spiritual
= _—

dangers that these treasures will cause us to try to serve two masters, as

Have 'vou seen the change taking place in your own 1ife? The
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idealisms which you had a few years ago. (&;;;:&ou grown cynical in your

outlook? The focus here is on what my master is. I m am m I belong

< —

to what I serve, and I can't belong to God and-mammon.— You just can't do it.

Now we may love them, our heart may be captivated by them, by what they are,

but the things that

The(ide hgrﬁﬁis_of.a,slavél You could do anything with a slave you

e

wanted to. You coglﬂ_killf%}g},put_ggﬁ_hig,ey%? ygg_gﬂgggzgig. How could this

slave belong to mxe this one and to another also? How can he divide himself? He
c an't be slave to this person over here and to another over there. He may try to
but what's going to happen? He's going to hate the one and love the other.. You
just can't divide yourself, you cannot be a slave of God and of man. So make a

wise investment. Many people try to serve on two or three jobs at one time. This

is an impossibility.



