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LaTRe : "A HOPELESS CASE"

Acts 9

INTRODUCTION :

in mind

Fveryone who studies this passage of Scripture

that elieve is so wick%‘g and so wealk, that they consider their as a

helpless omne.

Ve are to look at a passage of W He was considered tough

even to God though the Holy Spirit had already been. ,given.

As someone has said, SuY an of Jesus Christ, this is possibly

M s et B e

rry of the world. The

more to

Now this W statement - humanl

an any othe ual in the

do with the establishment of the Christian

t“—*’ﬂhm§~t 7
Vestern world. He persosplly carried the Gospel to Asia Minor, Creece, Rome.-
establishing churches. He fought i s that would have split the early
church.

He Wof the Vew Testament. His letters, those that are noteable

- Pomans, and Calatians - have had great effect on the thinking and the behavior of

people in the world. If you check the Library of Cogéress catalogue you will see how
4;:—"'""'-__‘”

e

many books have been written about Paul and his epistles.

W W Paul's conversion. He includes
thW. In they .chapter, thew chapter, and the 26th.
- jiii‘l
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As he tells the story of the early church, and the history of the Apostle

Paul. aull is one of the great hiiﬁaiESil evidences of t%,e.su&;aetio For it
B oo /
was th Wt that brought about his conversion.

| Z'Pau]} the Aposli'}e, waswgn’;itizen. Borp.in Tarsus, a Hebriw of the

Hebrews, a Pl-;‘g;,see, he was the most 'ssg—_;igh.teous man who e&lived. Yet he
' classified himself as the Wners. He was the wcaiﬁt eneny of Christ in

the church. He put thousands to death. Yet he became the greatest servant of the

church. And for Christ, that the world has ever known. He probably suf more
for Christ. He worl_cﬂeﬁ,‘ha.:-der for Christ. He won more souls to Christ than any
] g oo

| other Christian. FHe was a man with a marvelous personality. And a mighty Christian

experiene Loy /\«.Mﬂ_.-h thw 1étld 44'7"67;
ghqmn, ,EQ ' /4im&vwd%éfahu ) : g
}to this trum that if t e:de :Jr’:’;opeless casé//:—h?they no :

t')‘

long—become hopeless.

I want us to look under this chaptyand divide it up into| give Egg;ions. There

are five individuals that are mentioned, in this chapter. And I think that each one
cawijj,gd in a way that it will be helpful for us to remember the entire
chapter. The one that is ﬂopeless #® Saul., Helpfulness Ananias - V. 10. Hospitality

Barnabas - V., 23. Health BEneas - V. 32. Heartbroken Dorcas - V. 36.

There are several things that will come to us in this chapter. The conversion
of the Apostle, some of his early work, the coming on the scene of Peter - one of

the Apostles who will occupy the last part of the chapter with two remarkable healings.

At the close of chap@as godRs everywhere evangelizing and now
3 & _:‘h-——-u-—n.

chapter 9 begins with a bitter contest. @ is going everywhere persecuting.

el ik
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@ He is W He is seeking with all the_hfltred

of his heart. He has vowed that he is going toVﬁégﬁaﬁguL_Christianity. And the
Bible says that he went on his‘QEESﬁ;ﬂng mission. Somehow, try to understand Saul.

And seek to know why. FHe went forth in such a fashion as is stated here. Threatening
X, s

aqgﬂg%iﬁipxax. He was like a war horse who sniffles the smell of battle. He brea

on the remaining disciples - the murder that had already been given and brought to

others. The taste of blood and the death of Stephen reveals that Saul meant business.

@ aslge.c‘l for himself af% He makes a request that he might somehow

él_git_eyo go to the city of Damascus - the most enduring in the history of the

world. It was some 140-1§ngniles Noiihﬁiii.from Jeigﬁaiiﬂi Here the Jeuys.were strong

in numbers. At one time, 10,000 were hutchered by lNero - later om. Now they had

taken refuge from Saul's persecution in Judga. Thev had set up their own sxﬁagoguei
ﬁq?"
in this place. And he wanted to get those f

in the book of Acts in qﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁinﬁ Chff:. anity. As the way_pf life. The way of

used to

righteousness and opposed to the way of wickedness.

qe%%_ﬁhnistianity the Jesus ro&&.

specifies that Paul wanted to get a letter against those of the way.

was their way of speaking. So Luke here

The great Saniidiiﬂ !ﬂd over \_]EB?: and EW the same power in

religious questions which it exercised in Jerusalem. And to be sure of the Jews
in Damascus were very nugerous. And this was part of Paul's plan. Saul was a

very religious man but here was the example of a man who had the wrong religion.

(g eard man peosle soy (ke S1E 1A il

but his sincerity was in the

That statemen
wrong direction. If his sincerity had been the true religion, he would not have

been on this journey whose chief delight was to kill the Christians. What did Saul

have against the Christians. § o take such action against

them.



-

- —‘w Paul looked .for the Messdahs A Jewish hero who would sit on David's.

throne and bring all nations under the roval law.

%he believed in the tegle and all the 01d Tsstament sa,_miuﬂi\ces and

ceremony. Now the Christians said this was all out of date. This was blasphemy.

P g ___'.I."n:n*.rdI he was the prou_@_,ﬂal_f:righteous.é%ubﬂhﬂﬂ. And it was something

that he could not believe that he had to humble himself and be born again.

#nd Stephen's preaching was making

in-roads into the

ongregation. And great numbers were leaving and going over to
- e ———

Christianity.

“igmte ____w he was #oud and well-educated ra&f He knew that that he was a

brilliant expert in the 1 and in_the prophets.

—— Siiilly Saul found himself/Phi insiddfl Fe rw

fg,:g?:and his last prayer. Me knew that Stephen had something that he did not have.
And his conscience would not let him go. With his heart filled with poison and ‘tﬁtred

he went on this tour of persecution.

He was going to w«: down these Christians.

the church. That is the picture of a wild

P&JActs 8: madeha: .
bniis’;,. in a field - tram&rywﬁgp. And that is what Saul did to the

durch.

Second, he was bW and slaughters. Even his breath was



filled with murder.

i
Third, heﬁlgged in the v He took people off the streets, out of their

hopes~ Disregarded their rights and put them in custody of the police.

& w, he/:ourged ‘Lem. 39 lashes upon their-backs. Men and women.
P ——

& %he put them in #ison/ He exiled.them from their own country. He is

tracing them down in the foreign-eeuntxies and trying to arrest them.

He W And probably voted for their death. And probably

saw many of them die. Perhaps like &l erman

rough Georgia during the

Civil War. He covered an area of Wm t to the _sea. W,

and took charge. They did not leave a % nomi, nor a buw standing.
Now this was the type of deﬁiuction that m%pngupammvehurch. Everything
he could do, he tried to put upon these Christians. And he was going to Damascus,
he heard that there were some Christians in the eity. And he was going after them
to arrest them, and bring them back to Jerusalem. He had letters of instruction

to the rabbi in Damascus. Ue had some helpers and attendants. That were going along

$£5¢ g ,,.(é, %’Uu&"’/ W., 54-4-@
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But (Chris ,,,;t“p_, Wﬁ.ﬁ upon Saul Just like he does upon you.

An he is goinwhange this man's heart. And this man is going to have to suffer

Flly 2 Boy — mﬁmﬁu—%w% Sy "

himself

mse — M St Sl ot Preahon i
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REST g difficult to know on thig occasion how they were traveling.

sJé);-_ Yo it 3 de 30l p dont Sown) LT Be 5 B . W.&i—/

. this journey rought them somewhere near the sea of Galilee, across e Jordan at the ’
;é:—ru?” ﬁ,nV- qu Vlnr_, \Co-fﬁVL Fordoloer—
lower place’. many pictures today, pictlre St. Paul on horseback. This may well
—-_———
have been the way they were traveling, from Jerusalem to Damascus. Following the track

of caravans.
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And they proceeded up through the degert country. About 140-150 miles. That was

a mightz liﬁh; from Heaven — V.3 that shined around about him.

st.thou . me. ZHe -Ew the ground in terror.

And the voice spoke very clearly. !Ne heard what was said. It was a direct message

to his heart,

But here was Saul blinded by a flash of light. And he fell on the ground and
————

as he lay there, he heard the voice - Saul, Saul, why.persecutest thou me?

Saul knew that he was now being confronted by God.

And he knew that the voice was a voice.of-autherity:= Why persecutest thou

me is a great question that maybe we ought to take to heart in our own lives.

Here at this point, a personal interview took place the question of the

voice - who &

(ﬁﬁurchE why do you make havoc of my .
.

to death Christians. But the question was, ersecutest thou me? Saul was

persecuting Christians, but£: iid nat know tha@s persecutinﬁ gag Almiﬁhtz

and God gave him to understand that when a child of his is hurt - Cod is hurt. It is

Lord? He said, I am Jesus and why do you persecute me? These

true today. If some servant of the Lord is trying to do the Lord's work and is

persecuted, you are rgg;m%m;,gmm.mm. Butw'

Wand the heart of God. e, who is Almighty, will not stand aside and
' bkl
see this done without punishment. And Saul came to learn reaj esso n'here. He

discovered that it was Jesus, He came to know that God and Q};jngpuare one. And he
came to know that Jesus, whom he hated, was the God whom he tried to serve as a

Pharisee.

@W to Saul.of Tazsus. He was a dead man. Disgraced and hated, But

B i b s (T
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now the voice of Jesus = that he thought was dead is alive. Jesus, that he thought

was disgraced is in the center of Heaven. The Jesus he hated, spoke to him in tones

of love.
For it is Mnst the pricks. MNow in Bible times, they us
to pull th At first, these apimals when they would begin plowing or pulling

the cart, would back up in pﬁgisgg and refuse.to-move. So the farmer had a cruel

device. He had some Wom a beam: And when the oxen kicked or backed

=

up - he would be sharply wounded. FEven a very iiubboiﬁ %ﬁ would get tired of that and

settle down and go to work,.

Now these pricks had been@king the conscie;-.{.)af Saul. He could not get

away from Stephen's aggg%é&m;ﬁgg. He knew that that man died with peace on his face

— and he had seen othe:

fer..and.die, Me saw them as heroes and their
hope in their hour of death, He knew they had something different. Something that
he did not have. So he kept asking the question, what inspired these Christians.
Could Christ be true. Was he really the Messiah. He tried to put these thoughts

down but they kept rising up. And they pricked his conscience.

0? Paulqgst all interest

in destroying the cggfgh. He forgot _the 1e5§l papers that he had in his pocket.

And he gg lonﬁer breathed threats - he knows that he has made a mistake. He forgot

his mission. He comes as a humble sinner - what must I do? What does the Lord want

me to do?

Now lvery person listening to me iLst come to thelsame place one da; ’ and as

Jesus said, except you become as aElsﬁﬁ%%_;hilgﬂ ye shall not enter the kingdom of
-

Heaven.,

N
ow Paul came in this manner — he did not boast of his goodness here, He did not

e R e —
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boast of any of his works. He came simply as we must come. The img wrote -

W CW’ these for sin could not
ST 0
atone, tWhoq alone,, W price I bring, simply to thy

cross.l.cling.

{ Elg Sf Saul's teais, his g;}ef, and his go/rxow could not.save him., But the minute
he made full surrender, Jesus was ready to save him. Youw

ens@ie will tell you you musu’i.w.: You must be kind to

o thers. You must pay your M— You must give to cw. And they try to seek to

establish their own righteousness.

G
Y qgigimaly+is-all that [T can do

will was overcome. The will of the Sanhedrin, meant nothing to him now. The will

the debt of love l.owes hwi 1 give

Saul gave himself for Jesus Christ. His own

of Christ meant everything.

M soithing must be done and whatever thou teaches, whatever you
- SN

say, I will do.

Now w = ar:Lsei éi to‘;be city, and it shall

be told to you what thou must do. This is the s gf our Lord. He always tells
us a very M}o do. Fe told him to go to the city and to wait for further
instructions.

Jesus very simple

tells peo step out, you acknowledge me before

men and you will be saved.

@'Ne are told that he fgllowed the inmstructions of the Lord. Ie went

to the city. And at the same time a ¥
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iqdividual in the story. Ananias,
a Christian, who liVWSCUS - a fol]gaer of Jesus Christ. Received a message

- his Jehovah is gracious.

\
1

f ZD
ﬂv .’[‘he sireet ﬁall* Straiﬁhi. The place had been selected and it was called

Straight. y fV
&
b Bt

can hear Christ
. 4

Now this can happen today.

speaking to his heart. And saying, ' street,

W There is the h God #in W’I@. Someone will instrﬁiﬁ, you in
>

the way of the Lord. Thef{modern erg}_'__i_pn} but that is exactly what happened to Saul.

A Wwould come and instruct him concerning the faith. M

S ieght Street. Cod wo . Crooked men - and

Saty S =T S e

was

WMW The story impresses us with the naturalness as well

as the super-natural. Those early Christians as Luke writes, and he doesn't stop or

think it is necessary to explain any of this in the account. I imagine as
SW. That here is a persecutor that is coming to our town, on the

street called Straight, to the house of Judas. And there is Saul of Tarsus and behold

he is praying in a vision - and he sees you coming to him. I imagine Ananias said to

himself, LQ&W He knew about th oc. he made in the
h ey

church. But the Lord told him to go ahead and that everything would be alright and

that he would not harm him. This is one thing that shows that Saul was saved. He

is praying. When a man is on his knees and is lifting up his voice in prayer, you

can be sure that he is really praying. When God says a man is praying, you know that

he is praying.

So the Lord said % 0_Anania —%e is going to be a )
e T \ - . __-_'___._\-
to carry the Gospel to the Gentiles. And seconj,’le is going to be a man that is_goiifmm..
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to suffer., @

' @ W He finally p_w upon him and says,

W This means that he took him to his own heart as a brother in Christ.

He welcomed him. And I imagine this was VW a tender spirit. That as

he had just been won to Christ - what else could Ananias say. The Lord even has
appeared to Thee on the Damascus road. And sent me too - that you might receive your

ight and be f ith the Holy Ghost.
sight an e ww e Holy Ghos
Saul again was assured that Jesus was God at this point.

Saul was imprisoned in blindness.

L 4
ﬂr Immediately there fell from hi@ it had beenw. He looked

up into the fWaS and I imagine he smiled and put out his hand, and they
had fellowship together. And he went out and W Now we never hear of
Ananias again - but he had done his part in leading Saul to Christ. Somehow, I think
he.! in Haaven. This is what eve%an can do - vou camﬁﬁg -

aanm. No body may blow a trumpet for you, when you lead somebody

to Christ. And you may be in an obscure and out of the way place--but the person who
is brought to Christ may never become anybody mighty or great. And yet how marvelous.
Acts 22:13. It was a faith that Saul had never seen before. But the expression of

Christian love assured him of the reconciliation of God. He had been chosen to know

the will of God.

ﬂ 19 i%— He wasw His body was str%hgned with foQde...

You can imagine as the scale es, he had fullness of sight.

This tells of a new vision. It came in in fullness. He became a chosen vessel to
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Mor the .J'ewszhe Kings_/ the GentiL#, and the people and rule%
—_—— T ' e I

the earth. Ue was a new man. What a great change. The conversion was sufficient to
prove that Christianity is divine. Saul was arrested at the height of his zeal.
Christ like a skillful physician healed him when his fever was at its worst. Th‘em

of tWr, aWt. But it forcefully brought Paul into

the kingdom. Here is a great religious lesson. Ve see the values set by God. That here
was a man who began to do things in ignorance and in unbelief. Augustine said, Paul

in his unconverted state was like a sick man who through madness tries to kill the

physician. Unbelieving ignorance. 2
fork 71

They knew wha M

E -
he had been in Jerusalem and what he had come to Damascus to do. And now his %Wﬁ"L

conviction - he never hesitates. His energy grows. And he continually gets stronger.

¥

_to assassinate him.

The fity is kept wa::‘ch over by

soldiers. The city gates day and night. They inte d‘tl:o kill him.
V. 4 - They deliberately took counsel and WW him day and night.

V." There was the frustrated part of it. Paul was finally delivered through

the wall in at night,. PrWs and delivers a way of escape.

This was just a beginning from the unguarded part of the wall - in the darkness of

 J

the night, this basket was lowered for Paul's escape.

/ ﬁ: Paul went bas .J alem, the same road that he traveled. He saw
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familiar faces. I wonder how Paul felt. And how they felt.

J j— We have the helpfulness.and the W Barnabas

d declared unto the brethren how that he had preached. Gal. 1:18 - they
F

had some information that had come to them. HW from

the Christians of Damascus. Because they were afgaid of him. And he had been a

Christian less than three years. He had fellowship with some, but he had spent a

lot of time in Arabia.

Some had heard about his change. The persecution which he commensed was still

raging. Thosewho remembered Paul or Saul, would feel the horror at the mention of

his name.

And perhaps there were@hof @hat it wasd

' orre)

catch a larger number of them. And there was general

that he might

And they were slow to accept him.

The kindness of Barnabas, a man well-known to all of them - pleaded for Saul

- that he knew the risen Christ.

- ‘%He enjoyed the fe_lw of the church.

- V. 22 - He preached ﬁiiSt boldly.
E——== %

We come now to meet the first time, the fishe Galilee. We have just met

the tentmaker of Tarsus. And both of these were chosen companions of our Lord. And

| —

in passing over, in a few words here with the record. Now what
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took place between Peter and Paul, we do not know. But we do know in V. 30 - Saul or

Paul is in exile from the earthly Jerusalem. Again, he is gone. And we read in V. 33

about 2 @ the name of Fneas which had been in bed f# #ears - siek~of the-palseyew..

V. 34 - Tells us ahout a remw . Peter said to him, make thy bed. In other
words, other people have been making up your bed, helping you - moving you about. Now

he says may Jesus Christ make ‘you whole. Arise and make thou own bed.

e | ——

S

M

At m the. seaport at Jerusalem, we discover here one by the name of Dorcas.

She was sick. she died. Her name means the creature with the hgamtbful

R o 2
look. Noghipe is said about her h#nd, she p%ly was unmarr'i!%. She is the
second woman mentioned by name after Piriig_gg,st. But this woman carried on beautiful

deed by herself.

V.39 In the upper chamber. They had washed her for inturnment.

V. 39 - They stood by him - this is the mostHﬂ the New Testament.
s ‘ =y
A M as they stood around Peter weeaﬁii and showing, and pointing with

pride to. the gmthat had been made by this woman from time to time. It was
really a heart-breaking scene. It is most touching. As they showed him the coats

and the garments. That this woman had W;th her own hands. Her W-—

as they spread it out. And now sw They were standing in the presence of

a woman who had lived a useful life. w; iaad works. She did not just talk

about it. 1MNow there are many people who talk of doing certain thiflgs. Vho never
get around to fulfilling the expressions of their mind. This woman WgdQeamidss and
garments for poor widows. She did the Worlc herself. She must have been a very kind
person. At this point, we discover that the church was gathering around and

sorrowing because of the value of her influence. This happens quite often, death robs
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us of some of the most useful people in society. And on the other hand, some of
the worthless and most corrupt people continue to live. But here was a saint who

expressed herself in service.

We find that wherever the spirit of the Lord igy-there is liberty.

And the spirit manifests itself in gifts. Due to the victories of our Lord, death

had done its work. W andw. Is there anything

stronger than death. You rememberwked the question. I die, sh

M Then we are made to realize that the an is much

stronger because it is able to abolish death.

S,

ist. Peter was merely an
instrument. The life of Christ, when he arrived in that chamber - and when Peter
said, arise. Power of healing came. What Jesus did through Peter that day - he

will give power to his disciples of every age. He will enter the death ghamber

somedﬁx and will say_to egch of his own arise. We read, behold, I show you a
R = =

mystery. We shall not all sleep but we shall all be changed. Now this display
S e,

ST —————

of Christ's power over death is most encouraging As awful as death is, we should

think of Christ who holds the keys of life and the keys-of death. And to know
- R e e ) e ———

that those who believe in Christ, should one day be raised from the dead.

_'still raise the dead We rememher

that this happened only on three occasions. The little g;;;umxhg,yﬁggg;ggaﬁﬁaaggug
h-----

and Jesus raise- them for the comfort of those that mourned. He brought them back

the conflicts of life. Somehow we have a feeling that we ought to thank God that
ﬂ

he does not raise more into this world of conflict and trial.

greatest victo

But to me Paul says

we are dead in trespasses in sin. We return to our original subject hopeless case.
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Remember Saul was converted.and..changed-imnto~Faunl, Helgfulness was offered by

Anirﬁiw:mib,gmbfle«ﬁh&isMan. There in Damascus. A task for you. Hospitality is
givén him by Barnabas. This is something that every church member could sure exhibit.
Health was given to Eneas through the prayers and blessings of Peter. There are many
sick people who need our prayers. Our help today to get them back to health. And
finally the heart-broken scene of Dorcas. In which she was presented alive. So a

hopeless case. A sinner, the chief of sinners - was saved. A man of 8 years in his

bed sick. Was healed. A hopeless case. A woman, had died, and was restored.

After a fiew.alked out on the battlefield. His E%E%e,under

=,

his arm. He found a boy wounded and dying. WOWQEEE’“‘“}“L“S

S,

out g_gf_}wgl,_)”g_mb_ggj,m The boy replied, I am thiiw I would riather have a drink of water.

The chaplain hurried off to return with ithe water. Then the boy said, could youisisitmms
W and put something under it. He put his %t - to make him confortable
as a pillow. He said, T lﬂ S0 ciiéii;I wish I had something over me. The chaplain

took off his other coat and wrapped it over the boy. Then the boy looked up in his

. that makes a 3 mfo.i :

face and said, otb“,
another — 4
-_—
Mhere is SWM - iﬁ is Christ. Let him come into your
heart. He will tWe, stand by yoyw and will take you home

when your journey is over. DM to krm him? Then let what has been placed
here in the 9th chapter of Acts challenge you to action for Jesus Christ. Yw

is not hopeless!



