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"A GOOD MAN LIVING WITH THE WRONG CROWD"

Psalm 56

INTRODUCTION:

There are at present man..ig.z;.our attention. On the
? o el = m%-’

streets, we hear it. And almost

pair that there is any remedy at all.

There is mwﬂ;ﬂ% in the world. It is heard even in the realm of

— religion - that there is di&ﬂase_thathia.deadly. And Christians make
—— e

friendships that are very bother-some and that should never be entered into.
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o uite often, a whole person 's 1ife. depends upon the i_p mg;ny, that
—

he choses. The ?c_sg_y:%‘ that he runs with. The friends that he picks out as

associates. One night after a bombing raid in
- S

passing out Gospel literature. And he encountered an m -,this
¥, I #

bombing is Hell, isn't it. Absolutely Hell the skeptic exclaimed, rI\—T"o\) replied
= —— W

the evangelist == and I will give you three reasons why it 1s not Hell. F}rst

7 4 ‘i i
‘I am a Christian, and there are no Christians in Hell. Se(?nd, thelrg_ﬁl_sya

[
public house around the corner - and there are no public houses in Hell, Thi}d,

.!here I am proclaiming the Gospel, and there is no Gospel in Hell.

Four weeks later the evangelist was preaching in Fyde Park. When he asked
those to come forward who wished to accept Christ. The old skeptic was the first

to come.

—-.» a man finds himself in the wrong company, or the wrong location.

And the only salvation is, for him to make a change.
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In the of Chﬁsﬂdn_m;'%cter, sometimes we have the darkness to

fall upon us. The sun seems to go dowvn and set. And everything is lost. And we

wonder if there is any hope of recovering.
It was such a moment in{%avid'g l%;g}that we are now to consider in this sermon.

I think everybody finds it very comforting that thz'@ﬁ!ﬁé-dqes not flatter or gloss

over its heros. It tells the truth ahout them, no matter how unpleasant it may be.

So that the things that are taking place and shaping their character, are all

to b

available for us to study. Here was David, he had been

e king. He was

to become the great leader of the land. And he was to have great wealth, But

g or?.the_ throng, and being that kind of king that he was destined to

7
1e

be, he was in| king And he was literally begging.fog_gre;d. He had been anointed

emarm————

r
by the spirit of Cod. BRut David was running for his life, from his enemies. And

seemingly all of his close friends had left him,

So often in the providences of God,{things}sggms to run contrary to his promises.
.—.‘_,_‘--7 v ap——_—
But this may only be a test of our faith. He may ultimately accomplish his purpose
__-_M"ﬂ‘

for our lives. In a way that he could never do it if the pathway was smoothe and there
ta

were no rough places. It is when we have groglems, that seem to overwhelm us, that

==
a man of God learns some lessons that he would never learn otherwise, It(isn' easy
b S \:;;EE;_,:)

to walk with God during situations that are difficult. Now to walk with Cod when

things are smoothe, that may be.

Now this is a/€t e that we are going to look into tomight. In

David's experience - and perhaps it is qpt?very strange, because itﬁﬁ%@lne your own
- i =3

T —— >

human experience, that we are talking about. Now I am thankful that we can consider

this in the presence of God and learn something - whatever the Holy Spirit wants to
S — e ———— v . >

teach us.
I—
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We want to look at some of the highlights in this Psalm and in David's life
that brought this Psalm forth. BRecause it was during the time that he was in bad

company that he was with the wrong crowd, and all of this developed.

g’

T have chosen to outline this =-{ first) dishonoripg experience. V. 1.
describing enemies. V ’.'}:J. s’“ﬁird,‘? dﬂ}lﬁfﬁﬁﬁf expressed. V. 8—1.,3-'

——

B L. DISEONORING EXPERIENCE.= Y./ 1)
How @vgﬂ%‘ﬁm!m_m&w gets off with the wrong crowd. He
finds himself really out of his true setting.
~ " You remember, @ the Disciple of our Lord, during the trial of Jesus. He

found himself wamﬁ g by the enemies..fire. He went right in the courtyard and warmed
himself among the enemies. Thile he was with the wrong crowd and keeping the wrong
company, he ultimately denied his Lord.

— 7 There are so many illgstrations. For example, the{prodigal sg}. He had a lovely

father, and home to live in. But he asked his father to give him his inheritance, and
Nl BRI N YT
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he was going to make a big_tripes And so, he left and went off and sinned. And we

soon find that this boy who would have been in good hands was off with-the-wreng

crowd. And he was out feeding the swine and starving from hunger.

Now David had this dishonoring experience. He had@e from Saul. I Sam. 21:10,

e YV et 1, W T r———

And he was sorm{;w,ﬁ#}ggiﬁ% - the king of Gath. T Sam.21:12.
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ear )is always an enemy of faith. Now this is something of the background of

this dishonoring experience. Here is g{@ who grows and triumphs and over comes
his faith to believe God. To rest in @c’d’f; yord. b_enioy.God s.premises. But to

doubt Cod and to question God's motives. A man will dishonor God.

@ because any failure
e ——————a

Dﬂhﬂﬂ@is that he was going to a situatioy

of sin, as is pointed out in Psalm 59, But simply, because of God's purpose, providence,

and Cod's love - this{fire) of testing was preparing David fo_r_ a throne that was already

v

his and that had been chosen for him.

I think we need to underlipe this - to understand what is h@geniaa to David at

this point, is all ig;%&d tww a_ma _g' of Ggﬁl. CEQ takes but a

moment to make a convert — byt it may take a lifetime to really manufacture a saint.

T

David shouldave feared, but he did. MNeither should we fear, but we do.
. > —— L]

Sometimes, if we are honest in the winds that are contrary and they threaten to over-

turn the ship of our lives, we have fear. Whereas we ought to hear the words - be

of good cheer, it is I, be not afraid., Matt. 14:27.

——

/

David, in his plight o leave his home, his frien and leave Jonathon's
Q——q’ -—nr%* . v 4

love. And he went out into the unknown and he was afraid. e betrayed the fear of

his heart. The growin& uncertainty. And the promises of Cod. I Sam, 23 Ie@

to_his _friend, Jonathon, !here is but a step between me and death. / The day when he

had been anointed by the spirit of Cod, and received the assurance that he was chosen

to occupy the throne, had now grown very dim.
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David/is no d _through the thrgatening _ClO_l_._l_g% of opposition.

7ision and it is very easy for us to

But how do you think it began in David's life. In this 0ld Testament picture.

It isough to receive

e —— PR

abidt__afj." e anointed which you have received of him, abideth_in you. Abide in

e Of the spirit of God once - ye must

him. When he shall appear, we may have no fear of the consequences. I John 2:27-28.

e
@Daﬂd'sgwyce here(Fe ¥omething like those I

= . — st . l—*.—_,. * ey
Sometimes we rely upon the Paslt em;%;rlces. Have you neglected the daily renewal
[ "-‘;P

of God's grace and power in your life. When God thrusts us out into some “Eceﬁiéif‘ty

and problgg that would trust our faith. Do we think that faith is overcome by fear

and we begin to draw back.

\

(Do you -ask God d_ail;)ﬂggg g hungry heart, and with a soul that is ready for a

new anointing of the spirit, to bless you in the needs of that day. The Lord looks

dovm and sees youéeeply in__lpve)vm}i the Heavenly Father. Are you deeply concerned

day by day that youﬁnight do his ‘.‘f.ill'} Or, are you relying upon the experiences of

sot_r\lﬁml'{;g_—.,_ga%-«da@, in the past.

Now there is a very simple st that your reliious experience is very

s

wt éxamg,aation} in the very simple details

inadequate. It cannot stand the down-to

of life.

Before you come to church on Sunday morning, you spend time decorating youx {bodyy
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aring vour heart. If you come to{gggglﬂe children

in Sunday School. Or to(gw other service. And you come to{ﬁorshié! the
living God. Do you get ready for that hour of dedication. .God heard f};gm you_ the

cry of a hungry soul that recognizes the needs of daily grace. Or, are you teaching,

upon_some 4fpiy¥ite

which you had twenty years

serving, and worshipping - and

ago. When you met God for the first time.

There is such an empytneg of our hearts today. So many Christians - no wonder there
s

is fear that comes through the door and faith flies out the window.

£

e of Nobjy-which belonged

- 21.1
!/’/d
<=—-\ "Davié reported in 1 Sam, 21 Made his way to the villag

to the tribe of Benjamin. There the tabernacle was{gitched at this time. And there
W T i A

—~

in the sanctuary lived g86 Briesté/I‘Sam. 22:18= I doubt whether much di_stuﬂ_zed

their quietness. An occasional visitor who came to perform his vows before God.

,).‘

They had no weapons of defense because they didn't need any. What they had was _the
quord of Golagg_ﬁ_b Which was a(momento ?of David's great victory.

Now in this dishonoring experience@ came to this pla ;gégggki&g food Emd

{weapons} and also, I think some guidance. And the @
S——————

something was wrong.@art thou alone.

seemed to have been unwwavid He
didn't know the situation and therefore he questioned why the king's son-in-law

should be all alone without any attendants with him.

Now the@mwm is not wight with God is the moment he entered

: God's sanctuary. mm I wish that the power of the s irit of God might be upon
o————————"'tyyv e e P —ab iy g P
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our people in this church. That everytime we come into the sanctuary, a spirit might

T
say _to each individual —(::EZEre you like t;éi.

],&»m.il'

David was fo out and he wad d h_might tell Saul. Thinking
——¢===-..-Jﬂ¥%=‘,_. - -
quickly, he_told a _=£‘§E§)‘SauﬂJhnﬁ :ngmugﬁgnt mission. I am

sworn to secrecy. Just around the cormer is my band of men waiting for me to rejoin

T
A
them. I've been away from home for three days.. must have some food.

B T —— -

Now suddenly, there must have been a real guilty feeling come over David.

Surely we know thatdzg!iha- come there to gaz his _own vows to God. And was
At

David knew at once that he would be bet d by Doeg. That he
g AL
h's sword, he

vl would go back to Saul and tell him where David was. ﬁéasing Fol

——

[ | )
!Z?gihn for his life to be with A%%ésh king of .Gath.

David lost his confidence in ng and in the fulfillment of purpose in his life.

That had been revealed for him. He wgﬂ5w&g“gggigiggggg_ig;_gegﬁort, for help, and

for guidance. But he detected that something had gone wrong in his soul. Instead of
§_ SO0 ‘hw g-n—

acknqwledﬁiag ;Qg_;;gé? to the only one who could help him, he had told a_lie. And

he ran for his life.

7 if 7 ,

@ll, what of it. | He pot avay with it, didn't he.s

= RS = : quﬂhﬁ:7r

H%_ﬂiﬂnlﬁ get away with_dit. He learned one of the most bitger lessons of any man's
‘égﬁ‘

experience., Turn to I. Sam. 22:20-2
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visit to the priests of Nob. But he glossed over the fact, that Ahimelech did not
know of Saul's emmity. And suwmch was taking sides with David.
Against the king. -(& 421l 86 o de jth their wives.and families.,

and commanded Doeg to_slay them. All of them died in the ruthless murder, except
e s A SR

]
one. One 33 David was In the cw with the others who had followed him
into refuge. He saw running toward him a m;n who had escaped.the slaughter. When

ﬁ@ ried out in horror with an awful cuilt upon

1! jthe doub f God' rd and promises wha
We can realize lere Ef_ oubting of God s wo p

Covered up before Gogl David acknowledged his fears, his doubts, and no man can

cover his sins and prosper. David's sin led to a real tragedy.

ou go to the house of Cod for comfort. Then realize that the spirit will

v .

find you out. The voice of God will say to you --aou this and what about
@ ferent, and @ asks you what is wrong.

-y N Vd

He knows why you are like that. But he wants you to tell him. THe wants you to

Cl

that. Perhap spirit is d _and i

confesg, that you have sinned. He has a purpose for your life. You have doubted
his word and his promises. You have failed to renew before him every morning through

the anointing of his spirit. You have become spirituallystale.

God knows this, but b Imitting it - vou cover it up. And you pretend

all_is-weldiyow-say. The need is in the life of the unsaved sinner here. You say,

well preacher, why don't you get after the unconverted. And leave us alone. Uhy

il

try to medle with us. So you cover up your lie to God. And you go on your way -

holding to your sins. Séins is very expensive.

Cod may forgive and restore you. Put the consequences of your sin may involve
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not only you, but others who are innocent. PeEEEEE_EEE_EggglLa.ma continue for

years to come., Seeds may be scattered beyond your recovery. And a bitter harvest
e —— S NI,

may be reaped.

I challenge you that reliance upon past blessings is not enough. Coming to the

house of God for comfort, without being able to tell and face up to your 51ns, is not
S T e RATTR

enough. If God has to put you in some dark place with some trial, it is not to drive
you to sin - but it is to drive you to your dail surrender in which he will
abide with you., When you are living by faith, through the circumstances though they

be dark, life will truly be blessed.

We find that this was a dishonoring experience because David had gome to

Achish. Now here was a*é::;_gaalhgt he had gone to bad company. Why had a man of

S

God gone to live with the fﬁilistines} And this man was an unbeliever.

Perhaps, Christians do this sometimes. Because they find better treatment
= e &

among the enemies than they do the people of God. And this was the thing that happened

here. @
\Q\ g‘“\ .
‘llll'b— -Lr'»"ﬂl‘?“?ﬂﬂ""b’ MM“
eloy X No H7- . "a@—«ff e loon —
@ trust up a friendship with David. Perhaps he relived the powerful

rival of his kingdom, and the time when Dayid cut off the heaéwof Golaith. Maybe

Qg;g;;;}was lad to the ho had killed h 7 But he could not

control the feeling of the people who recognized David's presence. This was a

real problem for them. This is a t;gg}s_gig;uxe, because the Philistipe's wanted

ta_gs;_;idﬂoénaandd. And at this moment of a dishonoring experience which David

had, he examines his owm heart - and he begins to take refuge from his dangers.

As well as the company that he finds himself in. And he bepins to think about just
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a very disheonoring experience.

II. DESCRIBING HIS ENEMIES - V. 1=7

e,
zj:i’; David begins at that moment to write down exactly what he is involved

in and the kind of mess that he is mixed up in. And judging this from the human

w—

standpoint, he is hopeless. le has really been tried in the balances and found

wanting. Will God discord this man and put him on the side. God trusted him - and
——

here he is. UHe's 1e€£ﬂ3§§_ggmg” his fr{z&ﬂs, and had his faith tested. He is just
going to be another casualty. How is he poing to get back on the field of Christian
service. And serve Cod. Has Cod finished with him, That may be our own shallow
judgement. But notice here how David describes his enemies --that he wakes up to

the situation that he is in.

Ya 1 —Eager} The enemies of this g_gdly man are about to swallow him up.

The enemy pants after me like a gisggxﬁgaimal. Now Satan has a number of allies

that are always after us.

y@ They ar@ There be many that fight against us. David said

I have many many enemiés.

They are constant. My enemies would daily, he says, everyday they bring their

hostility., Evil never rests.
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V. 5 - They are_dishones . He says they twist and they pervert, and they

misreEreseEt me as things that I never intended that they might injure me.

= ®
They conferfwith each other. They combine against me. All of these
- A

evil ones get together and they direct everything against me.

They are secret — they conceal. They higs_;hgmselves. Their design is
T —————— .

crafty.

They are cruel: They wait for my soul, he says. They seek to deprive me

of my physical life. They count my steps. And they are going to calculate to

take my life.

V. 7 - Shall they escape. So very quieckly David writes down, and he

describes these enemies. And what a deseription that is.

ometimesg) we do not think,as we ought about the type,of fr _ .and the
- (enetined iy gt L fricpdshing

djwe ou

(R 74

once preached a sermon on the reggg3;;$gRﬁg;ﬁigigndaﬁ;ngggggggg;

During the following week, somebody dr‘?ﬂ?@gwi- in his suggestion box in the

lobby of the church. Preacher, could you make it convenient to preach on the

T TR g " b0 £ v
i 2

recognition of friends on earth. T have hbeen coming to your c?urchﬂformﬁéf

—

monggawamd nobody has ever taken any notice of me.

S—
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Now it is very important that we make the right choice in the kinds of friends
_ﬂ_ﬂﬁ-‘
and companionships which we have, It is said, in answer to what makes your life

so heautiful - I have a friend.

David here, with the wrong group of people, describes these enemies.

L8 PN A /AT A9 1) Tt 1

P First, Compassion. V. 8. Tears.
Second, C‘fﬁ}.ﬁﬁlﬁ Knowledge. V. 9.

Third, Committment. Vows. V. 12.

,‘f_/ Now let us look at these for just a moment as we see David writing down his

7

»
q . 4
feelings here. He says, V& 8 = Thou has put my tears into thv bottle. He speaks
- =3 s Tk s e

of the compassion of God, That somehow God is EEEEEgﬂgggg, of his tears, and

—— - 4

p—.

collecting them in a bottle, Th ad a custom that in a time of mourning
. — e bt

or sorrow, or on a fune occasion - a I'tviend went to the one in sorrow and wiped
Em——— =y

away the tears from his eyes, withia p%ece of cloth. A squeezed the tears into a
aBEE. - ’,--"m

- g
small bot;le and carefully preserved them as & memorial %f friendship. Now David !

says, God knows he is.there. Yea, there is no tear that has been shed when his eyes

were raised to Heaven in prayer, that was fallen to the ground. God has gathered

them all up in a bottle. Inwm
=
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Oh, as an oldf! Vthat describes this —-

M
o Thou countest, how ofteé)a_ghziggign_meeps. And where his grief may lie. Yo )
”

F »

i silent tear can be too small. Thou takest and layest it by.'

God who counts the hairs of a man sfhead Job 19:23, Mal. 3:16. David here
T T A prmeen,.

wa*:‘:'" s

feels that deliverance is on the way.

" V1T lTady -

:; The second way that David expressed his deliverance was with certainty

o~ a— s

When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn _back. This T know - for God

e

with me.

Certainty - plus knowledge. F¥nowledge . That's v .
iﬁﬁg;ﬂ_y plus knowledge nowle iimgowiim at's what people say. And
there is much tEEEh in it. It is not always universal truth. But there is a kind

of knowledge that is hg;nwggwgggagispce that is really something that enlightens.

It brings life - it doesn't bring death. And the knowledge here which David speaks

of - he is certain, he says. That he has this knowledge. He had come to know about

his own sin. And that is important for people to know that.

R s T T

lof New York a few months ago, the so ran away
" ATt AR Y o T B
with the wife of ti-millionair ‘n the eyes of some, it was quite a romantic

affair. But to those most inimately concerned - it proved a tragiq_@isappoiﬁtment.

?ngggxg_igzsfi they were found loggggﬂin,each other's arms - before a gas jet.
On the table was a(fééé%gfitten by the woman. Tt read as follows:l "We have been

P ey -

———

accustomed to laugh ) Fred and I_at the moral law. At a lot of man—made rules

_—— S eaeee— e
to frighten timid souls, into being good. But now we have learned through experieuce
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that sin is death. Yea, many times worse than death }
a—— V4

A e v e =
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#

Now that was knowledge that came but it was practieally worthless to these
people. They died because they were in the excitement of great importance in their

eyes-and they had never really settled the first thing that needed to be settled.

So their knowledge was nogwyerv certain and it was not very practical. But the
},«un- “\

knowledge possessed b{fDavid is worth having It wasiz£ipeless. And if you miss

St P %u " M.wm et

it - then you miss the most important thing in life, and your life is incomplete.

It is a tragedy when men do not know and have this knowledge. As youfj‘__ _:f

L.

e

. That God is for me, J

say, out of his own \

And the wonder of it is, that he did° n&} get this second-handed. Many things

-(. PRI R T AR e i L A A St B N

that I know are second-handed. But here is something that David had, and it was

something that he knew was true.

onverted AesuSKChrist‘ he asked

few years before, V&%M&ﬂ-‘mm%.” _

bee

Yes, by the _grace of God I do. Was the answer. ras he ﬁorn.g Was the next
question. Well, the ignorant saint gave the incorrect answer. How * l as_he when

he died. Again, the answer was not right. Other questions were asked with the

.....

same result., And the atheist said, yourdo not know so much about Jesus as you thought
N e A PSS SE S

you did.

\

I was one of the worst drunkards in the East end of London. Three y ife

B —reans

———
was a broken-hearted woman. My children were as afraid as if T had been a wild beast.,
e e R - =4

P A
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Today..I have est homes in London. When I come home at the close of
——— e

s /

a day, my wife and children are glad to see me. <Ie Ch as_do £ e.

This I knzi;>

This IJEESF’ that God is for me. Look at the concrete of this rich knowledge.

e

He knows that God is. Now being reared in a p%ggg_home in your childhood and

knowing about the existence of God is not enough. But as you grow in knowledge,
it finally comes to that realization. FHe knows that God is. He reaches this

conclusion. Of a11 _of the heavens in the earth - he has discovered that here is

%

_—
Cod. He discovered not only that &od is real i But he discovered thatﬁﬁod carej}
el T

Listen to him again -- thisﬁI know, that God’ I} me.. He came to realize through

Mma-'

his own personal experience. That God loved him individually. That God singled him

235u£;pm all the other people that ever lived upon the universe. All of those that
were living at that time, all of those that were head in the bossom of the earth -
that God had bestowed his personal care upon him. What a trfggndnusuandﬁtzansinmming
knowledge. Life can never be the same to one who knows in his heart, and realizes

to the depths of his soul and God cares for this world. But for him personally.

The universe was a small affair. As he thought about it, and his faith - and

DT Hlnﬂ\m

that is the way we ought to look at the pages of the New Testament. I am constantly

P S

surprised at the thrdéll gng_;hgghmazinﬁ thing about Jesus love - this love he gives

R e i g, L WA A NN AT S mn s 3T et WRREE B

not simply to the erowds or to the groups, or to a few Disciples that he had close

to him. But he was interested in folks like you. He gave himself without any
i i

e R Ay
F

#

consideration., He gave his precious energy to lepers. Blind people. He that hath

seen me hath seen the father.
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I think David also discovered that not only did God _care for men.fﬁiéggﬁgg%&

God was working in his hghg;{;} In every way within his power., Dless his life
in the way that he needs a blessing. He has already said that God is acquainted

with his tears. And he stores them up in a bottle,

A—d

fp Now, third, and finally - deliverance is expressed not only with compassion.

I,

And tears. Not only with certainty and knowledge. ggﬁﬁiaa&&gmg;ggwggmgittgg&& };
#

27N
and ﬁows :3 @ w
e Ty . .

In V. 12 he says, thou vows are upon me oh God. I wyillerender.praises unto

. Now, £ . 0 _what. dis..
hee. N fonlygoe Litoulll gesn be et ne.LoE. ChElatlid,

last. %These words need to be burned in our conscience and in our mind. Fere was
= A =

i
a man who had gotten mixed up with the wrong crowd. He is described after that

dishonorable experience - and he is writing about that experience. It is marvelous.

He says, I made some vows,

Jacgb— Gen. 28:20.

Yes, the knowledge that he had of God had some influence upon his life.

God is for me, he seems. And he says, I;ﬁ%}lmpuﬁmﬂg&&;ﬂﬁgw I will not be afraid
of what man can do unto me. Therefore, it was natural for him, His life being
beset by fear. And he is going to come in the face of all of his enemies and

all of his heartaches, and he is going to make a vow to commit all, unto God.

But God has delivered him - even from death. And God is going to keep Eingeet

from falling. Cod is going to help him to walk through 1life. That he might

walk before Cod and in the land of the living. That is really trust and faith,

T imagine if vou leoked-around vou - you would see that there is power around
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you.

There is a story abouti lish& in the book of Kings. In which he comes out
P e R PRI 1, iy P
in the morning and discovers in which the@g}gy in which they were stopping was

i@pg:waymstxeet to.get out. There was nothing ahead but capture and death.
He said, alas, what shall we do. And the prophet hears the news and he begins

to pray. That did not surprise the servant - that is what he expected., After he
had prayed, he was amazed beyond words what Flisha requested. He did not ask
for deliverance, He did not ask for God.to think up some desperate way for God

to get him out of it. MHis prayer was, Lord, Open.iuny..ss ant's, eyes.that.he.may,

see, And when his eyes were opened, Eg_ggmd;_;hg_hg;ses and the chariots a fire
L LMD Sl
round about. And he realized that they that be with us are more than they that

be against us. And that's the thing that David had come to realize. Walking before

S it i AT e e =

God in the life of the living. Before God in the sunshine of life, This enabled
him to walk in the sunshine. UHow splendid and how wonderful. So many of us live

in the shadows. When we could walk in the sunshine.

Nothing could rob him of the sunshine that was there blessing his life. He was

now determined to be faithful. In every way unto his Lord.

Have you discovered this. Are you faithful-unto-God. Do you have real 1ove
i__.‘_.——s-""“"“"m Pt e ARl i Fitv
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for God. Does your faithfulness result in love for your church. We mentioned this

week in a little short message we gave —'if your ;;;:btargéﬁgggigpt of three times,

SN AT

do you consider that a faithful car. If your{ﬁgggfgﬁﬁ skips yogf_hguse about three

N ——

times in seven days, would you think that he was faithful. If you failed to come

to work,a couple days a month - would vour boss consider that faithful. TIf your

i B T



refrigerator cuits working one day out of ten. If your water heater should not supply

you with hot water, say two days a week, Tould it he faithful., If vou miss Sundav

School and Vorship two or three times a month - are you faithful.

David had walked on the edge — and he was crying out to the Tord:. ~e smaic,
just trust thee. \hen he made this decision that he was going to trusc e, fhings

hegan to turn around for him. Can a man in the wrong company vho =2= "2 gaes LInE

and fearing CGod, can such a man really talk like that. Ves, he cz7. =we ==

cannot see him, All they can see is a back-slider who is driftins zz- Izt

1

Dehaving like a fool., DPut in his heart he despises himself. HY SR TR

of his soul, he cries out = he merciful to me, oh Cod. V. 1. ® GELs
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)Ee.'%ﬁ‘ £ . 118 company and we
o © _u and ways. God has to love

wnile we "are sleeping' tooc.
Continued on page 2



refricerator cuits working ome day out of ten. If your water heater should not supply
vou with hot water, say two days a week, Yould it bhe faithful. If you miss Sunday

School and Vorship two or three times a month — are you faithful.

Navid had wallec

just trust thee. 'Mhe
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of his soul, he eries yy(PAUL HARVEY'S) COLUMN A COUPLE OF YEARS AGQ/

there was a story of a goung_lgg whose early life
had been wholesome and exemplary. Brought up in a
God-fearing-home, he had both respected and accepted
the Christian tenets of his parents...But during his
last year in hfgﬁﬁschoo}, he came under the influence
of one of the members of the staff, who happened to
be a very brilliant scholar, but also)/ﬁniurtgngggly,
a man of sorid life and profane tongue. Soon the
young lad was emulating his dhero; and causing his
parents no end of concern, &Erﬁgcame sullen and
rebellious, and his attitude completely contemptible,

He would ignore his parents' advice, shun their com-
pan z, and ridicule their way.of life,

—__~( ONE MIDNIGHD, HIS FATHER COULD ENDURE THE SITUA-

—_—

TION-no longef, so he stole softly into his son's
bedrooms The @ir’'was heavy with the stale stench of
over-indulgence. But to hiséﬂﬁrprise, e discovered
that the boy's mother had preceded him, and was
kneeling s silently_ggrthe bedside, He noticed how

she strnkadghﬂrﬂﬁgnig_hg1r, -, &nd kept on kissing his
forehead. And he noticed howdier Cheeks were wet

with many tearss— Seeing her husband, she turned to
~— him_and whisperéd softly through her tears, He won't -
J§u;ﬂ@L;gj§j§E2;2§§§;§§f§igwake."ﬂ'u.JEEIEéted
"~ MAYBE THIS BEEN AN EXPERIENCE IN YOUR OWN
family. My friends, it " is the experience of God so
often, He wants to love us, but Wwe become gallen,

re@ﬂkkégng, and our attitude becomes contemptious.
e
We ignore His advice, we shun His company and we //

ridicule His divine word and ways. God has to love
us, many times, while we "are sleeping" too.

Continued on page 2



