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Israel about the middle of the
raries, though a date in History is about
Preacher; Jonsh was a city preacher,

d who preached” on the side, Johah was

Sth . 2o nte

11 they had in common, “AMOs-was-a-counil
Amos was an amsteur. He was really s olBEnc
a polished professional, i
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rapport with God
Kingdom were living,
IT broke

God's hearl, Tub-tMey d1i0n't carc. het b the heart of God broke the heart
He was that close to God.

didn't think in these. He was s rqugm,m%er, and every-
0 going quite well. He was happy and 1 hig work--speaking

&t the Rotary Club, invoking banguets, serving on numerous impo t committees.
menopcdayamoijtoJmh, God called him to go on &
Preaching mission to Nineven. ~liineveh the capitel of Asgyria, Isrsel's most dread-

ed cheny,

It pade no sense! His work was going so well in Ysrael, The People loved him and
he loved them, Theve were none of the tensions between preacher and People that scme
Iten experience. Jonsh and his people felt just the same ebout things, Wwhy should he
leave a good situation to go to a

2
Most of sll--Jonsh c%unders% 0od. Why would he want anybody to preach to
a8 bunch of si ¢ Ninevchites?

made J) e wes ngmg to do 1t! He wulq/gﬁﬂ the ministry first,
S W t preachgxg in Nineveh.
He caught a boat for w. He would lesve his field, his friends » God--every-
thing. But that was where was wrong. You can't escape g. You canrefuse Him, but
you can't escape Him.

e ship wes hardly out of the port when it encountered aw All
ST BN SACE glorme, but this one scared them! The waves ;Egy,ed, and the wi
blew, I get G&hBxsick just reading sbout it} a
§aildp on the boat ed » but nothing scemed to help, It looked
like they wolld pe - g : e They threw everything that was not nailed
down, Finally Jonash sheepishly confessed that Le was probably the csuse of the storm,
because he was running sway from God--snd they threw bhim overbogrd.

That did it! The storm hroke immedistely., The captain had lost his cargo and ohe
Peying customer, but at least he had saved his ship,
- 2elore Jonah oould.dvown, which was probably just what he would like to have done, &
big © BWE

»

gd, him whole,

: 28 _JJ? Hss a ses cresture of any kind every been caught that
has & throat large enougll 1o swallow a man whole and a stomach big enough to hold him?
These are the silliest questions I know for grown, supposedly-intelligent people to waste
their time on. God can do some custom building., Q) God needed & epe uide

thcwm_mfromtheﬁasttomm, he surely could have made one simpIy enovs .
And if he n to carry a fugitive from Providence, he could meke¢ one, If
this is too big for you swallcw BILE, I am sfraid you are spending your vacation
at the wrong place., There are bigger things thag this for us to grapple withl

At any rate, here Jonah was in the s 8 with seaweed wrapped around

hig head, because he didnﬂ'!tisknh w;-_thxeﬂend of the story like we do. He
didn't know whatwasg%g ©0 happen to Y e had

tried to run sway from God. He m that 1f he would just rescue him, he would
g0 to Nineveh and preach, =
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Nothing happened for a while. Forfl Soand nights in history,
Jonah rode sround in the abysmal blac 3¢ of that Fish's swaying etomach., I doubt
if he thought of food.
Then suddenly Jopah : He thought this must

4 in a violent motion,
be the cnd! He closed his eyes :Siimced himself., Af{er being bgunced asound for a

few moments, everything became s - He cautiously opepgd lis.eyss, and found himself
on a shoreline. His funny i . =

' When Jonah had recuperated s Wit from his cruise, (Cod) spoke to him again: "Go to

3 «" This time Jonsh went, but he st £ ugnt to, and it showed
in his prea o. It always does. " g \ hEQuaciiroug " he

OXtY gavs ann

ow Cod? N\

preached, Wouldn't that thrill you &nl &o e you want to kn .

There was nothing of the gracc of God and His love for theze le, Nothing
of what he bad revesled at Sinai or through Jonsh's experience--o :
"Forty days and you shall be overthrown,"

God did at this time what he has-done many another time--he won the Lesris ol people
in spite of poor preaching. - of’ s 8and God with-

{ drew judgment from them, A revival occurred which touched the lives of countless hun-
3' /

dred of the citizens SOf the great city.
S Do_you kr . 2. It na din.ahe I want you to hear & couple
/;/ 3 of verses from the C T of Johan: "But it diGplessed-Jonak gxceedingly, and
} Jesees e Y TR0

he was very angry, And he prayed, "0 Lord, take..T.
it is better for me to die than to live.'" (L:1,3)
What would have thrilled the average preacher to death, infuriated Jonsh, W

towdde, and God complied with his wish! He aid die. Not litcrg}ly,
insjigde ,

Whatever hapbeuec X 2, The Bible doesn't gsy. The account ends with him seeth-
T ingdin anger that {he“pEGplc of Nineveh had repented-and God was not golng to  judge them,
| I expect that this is the wsy Jonash spent = i : c A ingZ=-
wishing he were dead when he was elready dead ac far sas ﬁmem was con-
cerned., '
The theme of this week's conference is "Advance in Foreign Missions Agsin," This is
exactly what Ged was trying to get Isrsel to do through Jonsh. God was trying to get

breacher Jonah to cetch a vision and commnicate it to his people. This was not the
first time

hat he had brought
Spies Their very
was God., Israel

= G- ned t . L1E
them out of Egypt 0 be & kingdom of priests
destiny as a nation was to proclaim to the world ths
became & nation, bul never & nation of miseiofe ies, &op

wﬂ‘ﬁ&‘w.g, but few of TRe Deor
Jonan’s pergpective of things, S

The destiny of the Ne
it is given in almost the same lancinme ! a royal priesthoced,
an holy nation, 8 peculiar people; that ye shoull shew th the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous lieht,” (T Peter 2:9) You know
and I know that nol many churchea have ever _been captivated by their sense of missicnary
destiny. Few ever get teyond{pebeeanpationywith huildices and I am here to
talk about the church's role_d#i mission adve ce, though M

Vg & e o 8 eomn

gel's. In fact,

— Qadiis e oo . oo Dk o mdeedon dvence? Tt has the most basic role of all.
one Ghd mise hEgd come from churches, Mohey goes through staic colxenidons, bul
T comes Tron reies, Y often hear and answer God's call st college or in

assemblies, but most of theSe have boen prepared for this call by the Bales Cobey Tysio-
Un and hopefully, the preaching program of the local church,
seems to me that the expericnce of Johah teaches some fundamentselly important
things about making our churches missionsry.



thing it teaches is that a(QhurclPmist heve 8 snirit ofimicsios

I think this wag.one of the main Thinss God homed 1o scooriier ough
HE {a) - orgiveness to the people of Nineveh, but then God
le with 3 no e on for the

: At e ¥ o, for there
were hundreds of other cities like Nineveh.

- for the
specific purpose of using them as wmissic 5rdCs $0- the wor. &gm,the people
of’ NWO? thelr sing, but T expect he wanted repentance and de%é&atié%_
from Israel even mofe., More than anything else in the world, Cod wanted to
spark of missiopary zesl in the People of Isracl,

but churches are subposed to be missionary agenc¥es,

If & church does not heve a sense of missionary destiny, the fanciest displays in
the world will not pet much money and the highest-powered, imported epeskers will not

yolunteers. A church has got to have the world on ite heart,
‘v-;‘ToﬁEI Qas oo 5 b 1l _BCTO58S. he reet. ﬁ!ere 18 nothing’ Cmable abwt
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=N there is <to dile

He may have gone on
Here is another of fhe

gave him fm- shade. lessons of his life. rebel againgt or
simply to disrecaxd Gedleluill and call congerning missions will resulf ip death, This
is true for the ind Lvidal o church.
I wonder where(S Soker .hmes __,’Y\- ould be now if be had stayed on as pastor of the -
POW hnic Chupéein Fort Worth yeao. o 7.-- 00 ~1 him to be & missicnsry? Some-
ngdwould JiBve died gitbin Lin) Something dies wit.hin any person who ssys, "no" to
th atl of God.

3 —Qlenah's people died, 100.¥ God was mu.n-ﬂﬂﬁs&them to their destiny as a king=
dom“of priests. Just 2 I&W years af'ber Jonsh preached in Nineveh, Assyria, of which

h_WaE Bave you heard of the be Israel?
Well, this en they were taken captives g Ee k ;gﬁ They

were soon couplete]y amlganated within the life of the pagaen nation. Actuelly, they
were lost a lone, time before the Assyrians csme. wmm

. b GOES - e Wi i e lost world will soon find itﬂ"ﬂm
n degih ()1, the chureh Wil go on meeting The lights will burn at m.glt
People will scurry around as if they were doing something, but the soul of a church
will die unless missions is i%e pulse bes /
When I was a seminary student inge . Worthad by wife end I attended £
Chxrech. Onthewaytonroadvayfrom ived, eachSunday,wepas’a‘ a &
Primitiye B : The two churches were on.l.y The Primitive
e church's frame building .
What could account for
of the

ant for ywr churches. ou want your

walk the gigles for Jesus; you want the people of the church to be good stewards of

their possessions; you want your young people Lo surrender their ldves to the service

of God., I'll te hcw to get thc‘-e things and more Forget yourself in deference
zions. sn ; = e Toxef .f all that you do, and




