
Why the Bridge Network of Churches (Formerly the Norfolk Baptist 
Association) needs to address “The Circle Maker” Heresy being taught 

at South Norfolk Baptist Church 
–Rev. Joseph Hughes 

  Many years ago, my father took a stand against the “Unity School of 
Christianity” philosophical heresy that was starting to take root in First 
Baptist Church, Norfolk, because of a naïve pastor (this was before they 
moved to their Newtown Road location).  As Moderator, my father and the 
other minister members of the Norfolk Baptist Association, along with the 
Association Director, stood up to the pastor of First Baptist, who was trying 
to bring the Unity School heresy, including “Unity School” doctrinal cult 
Sunday School literature, into First Baptist.  The First Baptist pastor had 
gone to a "church growth" seminar hosted by Unity School at Lees Summit, 
Mo.; then came back to Norfolk, and tried to employ the heresy he had been 
taught there.  My father and the other ministers of the Norfolk Baptist 
Association were successful in saving that church for the Lord’s Work, and 
that heretical pastor left. 

Here is a short history of the Unity School of Christianity cult, and what they 
believe: 

Unity School of Christianity 
 
Unity is a Gnostic cult like Christian Science, except Christian Science 
denies the literal existence of matter, while Unity acknowledges that God 
can express Himself in matter and in mind. Founded by Charles and Myrtle 
Fillmore in 1889, Unity is just another bad apple from the corrupt tree 
planted by Phineas P. Quimby, whose theories about mental healing also 
inspired Mary Baker Eddy (founder of the cult, Christian Science). They 
began a publication titled Modern Thought in 1889 and then changed it to 
Christian Science Thought a year later. Mary Baker Eddy, who founded the 
Christian Science cult, objected to the Fillmores using her group's name, so 
they changed it to Thought. In the 1890's, the Fillmores became very 
interested in Hinduism and Yogaism, which brought about their beliefs in 
reincarnation and vegetarianism. 
 
This cult school is still operated by the Fillmore family. Unity Village, the 
cult's headquarters, is located in Lees Summit, Missouri. They have a huge 
printing operation, which produce such publications as Wee Wisdom for 
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children (a Sunday school quarterly), Good Business for working men, and a 
weekly devotional titled Weekly Unity. Dr. Walter Martin (who wrote a very 
definitive book on the cults titled, “Kingdom of the Cults”) says that Unity is 
"probably the most inoffensive of all the cults." Unity followers are allowed 
to remain in the churches of their choice while subscribing to the Unity 
publications. 
 
Like Christian Science, the heresies of Unity are numerous. Some are listed 
below: 
1. Deity of Man 
2. Denial of Blood Atonement 
3. Denial of Deity of Christ 
4. Denial of Deity of Holy Ghost 
5. Denial of Eternal Security 
6. Denial of Literal Burning Hell 
7. Denial of the Physical Resurrection of Christ 
8. Denial of Literal Second Coming of Christ 
9. Denial of Sin Nature from Birth 
10. Denial of the Trinity 
11. Denial of the Virgin Birth 
12. Multiple Authorities 
13. Reincarnation 
14. Salvation through Works	
  

Here is a copy of the letter Dad sent to the pastors of the Association, which 
summed up what had happened at First Baptist Church, Norfolk: 
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(Signature omitted for security reasons)
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  You will notice that the church was disciplined, until it admitted its 
error, made a statement of commitment to Baptist doctrine, and was 
readmitted.  That pastor of First Baptist was asked to resign, which he did.   

  So my question is: Why is the current Norfolk Baptist Association, 
aka, Bridge Network of Churches, silent concerning the blatant heresy of 
“The Circle Maker” now being endorsed at South Norfolk Baptist Church by 
Pastor Slayton?  Is it because it is being sanctioned by someone in authority 
at the Association?  And is it being endorsed for use in other Baptist 
churches in the Association?  Deacons, why are you not standing up for 
what is right?  It’s time for the Bridge Network Association to take a stand, 
and stop endorsing, even silently, this heresy. 

  A further question is in order: Why did the Bridge Network hire 
David Slayton as a “Consultant” for the Association, knowing he was 
teaching this Heresy?  

  I will not remain quiet, when I see new types of heresy taking root in 
the church that I grew up in, where I became a Christian, where I was 
Baptized, and loved; where I learned to study the Bible, memorize scripture, 
witness to the lost.   

  If you’re wondering if the word “heresy” is too strong, consider the 
Merriam-Webster Dictionary definition: 

“1.	
  A	
  belief	
  or	
  opinion	
  that	
  does	
  not	
  agree	
  with	
  the	
  official	
  belief	
  or	
  
opinion	
  of	
  a	
  particular	
  religion.	
  
2. An opinion or doctrine contrary to church dogma.  
3. Dissent or deviation from a dominant theory, opinion, or practice.  
4. An opinion, doctrine, or practice contrary to the truth or to generally 
accepted beliefs or standards.” 
	
  
Dr.	
  Charles	
  Stanley	
  gave	
  these	
  definitions	
  in	
  his	
  sermon,	
  “False	
  
Doctrine”:	
  
Doctrine:	
  A	
  body	
  of	
  teaching	
  used	
  as	
  a	
  standard	
  of	
  Orthodoxy.	
  
False	
  Doctrine:	
  A	
  belief	
  that	
  doesn’t	
  match	
  the	
  Word	
  of	
  God.	
  
Heresy:	
  A	
  deliberate	
  denial	
  of	
  revealed	
  truth,	
  together	
  with	
  the	
  
acceptance	
  of	
  error	
  and	
  a	
  self-­‐willed	
  opinion	
  in	
  opposition	
  to	
  Biblical	
  
truth.	
  
 Under that rubric, the word “heresy” is appropriate.  


