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"WHO CONTROLS MY LIFE"

Gal., 5:13-26

INTRODUCTION:

The question of this hour is, what is a spiritual Christian. Sometimes a

non-Christian will give this excuse. (3 would like to be a Christian, do not

believe that I can live the Christian life. Wé‘would_égswér_of course, he can't.

That's the whole point, none of us can. That is the ;éagonrwe come to God, there is
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forgiveness, and power. That is the test of the reality of Christ's spirit in our

lives., Our likeness to Christ.

The S}yhir%t doesd operate on our: terms. That is, we do .,.his power

as we would use a@ower too@ or an @13::1;_1:16 appliancg @clcuwt control,\;xim -

(Eél@g§§_§gg§%g} us. And bring out of us the best. We are not the pogpprs. And

he the clay., He is the potter, and we, the c}ay.

 the Holy Spirit, as to an amount I can get. m how much
“HM & s . D PR
of me the Holy Spirit can have. We know that when the Spirit is present, there will

be a harvest.

-‘.. Paul seeks to answer the questions for us in Gal. - the f;rgt!‘lﬁ_?%erS?of
P%wl,, . i o T e T i
chapter 5 - Paul points out that a Spiritual Christian knows how to use his freedom.
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So the first test is, my spirituality - how do I use my freedom,

And th

And it continues through

test)continues and really begins in V, (13

V. 26 - when the question simply is put —-Cgig;)controls my life.

—_——
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;P,uﬁ makes very cleaxbln these verses, that one of(:;glgggggs will control my
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life -~ either the flgsh or the Sp1z;t
%
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The Holy is mentioned about

tlmesﬁln Gal

- in this section. And in
Chapter 5, we find the flesh and the Spirit are in contrast to one another. The

emphasis is on the Holy Spirit of God.

If we went back to Chapter 4 ‘Paul would remind us of Isaac - being born

after the Spirit. And he glves a p1cture of the situation of Abraham, Who

rqp;gsegﬁ&;ﬁgi;h. And Sarah who represents graee. And he gives the picture as
to how Sarah might also represent the Jerusalem that is above. Now we do not

understand all that he says here. As he discusses the law.

V//';ﬁ/ But when we begin, ﬁé;p;v 13 - and in this paragraph Paul emphasizes the
i

@é};gzgg)of the Holy Sp1r1t. If I am to be a Christian, or a Spiritual Christian,
--\/ :
the Holy Sp1r1t must control my life. If the flesh controls my life, then I am

not a Spiritual Christian.

Now I know, that through the years, thej-eopleéhave discussed the é?ohge%)of

the[j;

2. natures And some have said, there is no such thing in a child of God.
o o

But the old nature has been erased. We do not want to get into that b§ttlegrou%d
today - but I would think that everyone who listens to me, there is a battle going

on. And how are we going to solve that problem.

Now I can give you r_picture| and show you what is wrong. But it does not
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cure you. It will show the broken bone, but will not bring the answer.

parents:ﬁiscovered that I was a 51nner. And long before my children could speak,
e
I could discover that they would tell a false hood.

Now here you.are, sound And thebegi_n_s_ to cry. And you are sure

that there are some kidnappers in the house that have come in the window. And you

jump out of bed and run in there. And you turn on the little light. And the baby
looks up to you - eyes wide open - and begins to smile. Why, because he really
wanted attention. He wanted to be sure that you were there. So even a baby can

prove to you that they are flesh. A long time before they can even speak to you.

Paul tells us that the S ;r;t_dwellsw}ntus. This only, would I learn of you,

,“{,‘;‘ gy

receive ye the Sp1r1t by the works of the law., Again Chapter 3:2. Or by the hearing
of faith. Of course, we know, nobody receives the Spirit by obeying any law. The

Holy Spirit is a gift of God through faith.

Now, as we think about thgzﬁigig Holy Spirit today, and that we want

T N

them manifest in our lives, if I am going to be Spiritwal - the Holy Spirit must work

in my life.

‘the Holy Spirit wants to do. Now the Holy Spirit does not work

S
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through ignorance. We must know what it is that he wants to do. And what he wants

us to 'do. And knowing what he wants to do - we can co-operate with him and we can

help him to do it.

As I have said, there are;jhree basic ministrieg that are listed here in

these verses.

I. ENABLES US TO FULFILL GOD'S_LAW - V. 13-154

iven freedom. Not freedom to do wrong,

v’{@;_ '%or dear brothers, you have been
) e o

i .
but freedom to love and to serve each_g;hg;; Ye have been called unto liberty.
But by love, serve one another.

Only use not liberty as an occasion to the flesh.

(/
V?P/j/ Now all of the law is_ﬁg&iillﬂd_in_gnﬂ_ﬁgzg - and in one statement.(/iB is this
A . T |—

v%&aj: ) ,
- "Thou shalt love Thy neighbor as Thyself." IBut if you devour one another, you take

S

heed how you consume one another.

=
Did you know that God expects us. to fulfill his law,’ Now today, you doobey

any EEEEEEEE&%:EEED That is, when April comes, we do not go and get a lamb, and kill
the lamb. And put the blood on the doorpost of our houses. We do not go to a temple,

We do not bring a blood sacrifice.

We do not have the ceremonial law. Nor do we find ourselves involved in the

civil law of the 01d Testament. But the righteousness of God's law still stands.
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Christians can have one oﬂ tgr-eg at.,t.it.ude;. I am talking
about the of God. NM@QF upon the law as my jenem ‘and fi ht i y

And there are people like that, who do the various things that Paul is speaking

against in V. 13. They say, I am free. I am no longer under the law. Therefore,

I can live anyway that I please. The law is my eneny , I will fight it. And I am

going to do my own thing. Now that way is the way of destrgction.

Now there are other people who look at the law at another extreme. And they

say, the law is not my enémy - the '_l_a_w. is_my master,. So I am going to bow do;r:nl

to the law and I am going to obey the law. Not that moves us to . And the
very people that Paul judged guilty about this - a legalist, is a person who thinks
that he can be saved by keeping the law. He thinks that he can be sanctified - he
can become Holy. By keeping the law. And usually he becomes a sour, frustrated

person. Because it is impossible for his old nature to keep the law,

Someone has said that the new nature needs no law. And the old nature knows

no law. So here are the.rextres. Glcens}- the law is my enemy. The law
is my master < 1egglisr9

;
T
Well if neither of these is correct - what is the Icor__r_ect attitude, It is love

Did you know that the Holy Spirit of God wants to take the

- the law is my servant,

law of God and make that law your servant,

you. I think that is what Paul is talking about. He says that the Holy Spirit of

God takes the Word of God and turns it into life in the believer.

~
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I think this is illustrated in the life of\Gideon, Xf I might use him as an
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illustration. He was a man of courage, achleve e and he ended Gideon's great

TR

beginning. But he did not_have the same ending as he had in the beginning., At

rate, h

an an rdlnary farmer) From the Midianites. He was in the|winepa

‘,'\eﬂj ¥4

w out some g_x;a;nﬂ. to make some flour, to bake some bread. He was

looking around to make sure that no one was watching him.

And an showed up. You never know when an angel is going to show up.

7/ p
And the angel saJ.d - the Lord is with Thee. Thou mlghty man of valour. When you

ause here a mlght man -Qd_l_ng_ n the wmepress.

But you see, that was God's word., And , Gideon, you are a mighty man. And

Gideon said, you have got th _I_'ggg_agclg:_s) You had better chg_gk\t_l_ﬁ,_eg.mlgpe

SRR

and probably - there is somebody else. But the angel said, wait a minute. When

God says something, it is true.

Not just to write the gord - that it is finished. Not just toteach the
e,

word - that is a great experience. He wants to turn the word into flesh.

but @@ @m If you'd have neighbors like I've got - you'd have a

Efy t}_ﬂeﬁl:ﬁu‘g wi;___nszf.ll}cm. @eﬂ said, hold on. That is in the Word. The Holy
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Spirit wrote it in the Word. And the same Holy Spirit who wrote it in the Word,

wants to write it in your hearts.

Ethat Jewish maiden, when the angel feared her. Thou art highly

she said. Well,

no doubt said, how can this be. That would have bee

shadow

=

how shall this be. I do(not'have.a.

—

And the power of the most High will tabernacle upon you. And you shall congeive.

And wherever and whenever I read my Bible - I should not shake my head and say,

o

was d for Paul/ That was fine for ng;g}'/and James/ I should say

._;--_,legg:fég;gg;( Now the whole Bible is not written to me. But it was

written for me. When I read the Word of God, I need to surr gd%; to the Spirit

of God, to the Spirit of the Living God. You say, you wrote this book, now you

in my life.

‘ the;¥£¥9r&£g%§£- That means to me, that
I must spend time in meditating, in study, in pg%%%ie. I must turn off the radio,
and the stereo. Some people run those things all day. And let the whole Spirit of
God write this word upon your heart. 2 Cor. 3 - Paul said, you are living epistles
written not with pen or ink. On stone or paper - but written by the Spirit of God

upon the heart.
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So the €irst) ministry of the Holy Spiris

law.; And this has been sumarized for us. Rom, 8:3.- For what the law could not
e SR

do. You mean there wasiééigggzggjthat the(law}could not do, That it couldn't

do something. That is right. What couldn 't it do. Make anybody righteous.

What the law could not do - in that it was weak through the flesh, now the law

is not weak, but our flesh is weak.

it comes to doing

‘@ﬂ!f’jt comes to doing bad thlngs - my flesh is st rong."qﬂzb
good things - my flesh _is weak. The law is holy, rlghteous, and good. But I am

unholy, unrighteous, and_bad. And when ;_;xxygpvgbqggq_mnglf, I am on a dead-end
street. God sent his own son. That he might come - in the likeness of sinful flesh.

And be a sin offering and take my place here.

So the Gospel does not cancel God's moral law - but it shows how people can

fulfill it in V. 13, 14, and 15, He says, where we lack Christian 1ov%&among the

kiiég>,zalatians -Eiff&ou,bite one another and tear_onqﬂynqgggg_ggﬂp;gggﬁ, lest you destroy
\ .

yggz_fgllggghip. The sed here is a suggestion of having been fighting among

themselves(igE? cﬁtf rdogs})

would be at an end. I wonder if present day fusses in churches - are they ever

justified. So in what Spirit are they carried on, Do they usually seek the highest

ictions)need to cease, Paul said. The fellowship

good, of their adversaries and of the total Christian body. Or are they seeking

mainly to have their own way.

Now a Spirit directed life made it plain here when he was talking about this

freedom here.

its down to( &

o keyboard, he is to strike any piano key,
iR -
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any combina;%gn or (volume)he chooses. He is fggs to do that if he desires. But

if he wants to produce musical harmony - h is somewha

a certain (composition, the

its him. But these are not limitations at all, If his goal is to

- rather than to So love becomes the law., And this is where

the Holy Spirit enables the Christian to fulfill God's love, Not as a legalist, or

one who has a license, but to practice and love is a very different kind of law

from the list of the basic moral laws, of the 0ld Testament.

_II. ENABLES TO OVERCOME FLESH - V, 16-21
We come now to the second ministry - given here in Gal. 5. Where the Spirit

will enable one to overcome the flesh., We will

it says to us. There. is. so thg desire

tellhxgg‘that except for ong_thing. You have the same problem as I do.

N

Ehg Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the

e R

¢
flesh. ’Fpr the lust of the flesh, lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against

the flesh. U

So there are. Rom. 7. You find Paul going into
= _

can I ever do good thin 5.7He has discovered
TR T AT Rl S S )

He does not

am not going to do this evil thing, that bothers me./ The more he thought about it,
— -:—___'__
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the more he wanted to do it. That is t e old nature.

i Im /LANM-«—

ThlS old nature of mine is’so evil that whehever I am determined not to do a

bad thing, it makes it easy to do. Wheneve

Probably @ave tried this out on(New Year'é Resolutions. You have started
X 7

out on a new term. Or perhaps, you have tried it out, and said - you are going to

read the Bible ever;day. I am going to pray everyday. I am going to remember
the missionarigs. And 1 am going to at_t;_end_.chuﬁgl. ‘And then, before the(first week

3 . = il
is out, you say, I amnot)going to make it. Do you know why, the old nature cannot
2 going

sustain this., I've got to do something with my gld nature, Because of the conflict

going on,

V1L Nowv. 16 - @£ X walk in the Spirit,(T Mill not fulfill the lust of the flesh, ,

That means, surrendering to the Spirit of God and allowing the Spirit of God to use

the Word of God in my life:  So that (hen)I take a stgp, it is guided by the Word.

But if you are d'of the SplA, now that - the tense of that‘led" means

—

T J w1111ng1y led./ And there is the whole problem. God wants my will, _——

wants your body < I?beseech you therefore, brethren, present your bodies.

God wants your mind. .not conformed to this wor\l}i but @ye transformed d by the

renewing of your mind. God wants /m}r w111) that you may prove what is that good,

and acceptable, and perfect will of God. So when I give God my body, my mind, my

will. God fills them with the Word of God. An@am willingly led by the Spirit.
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But, if you be willing_ly__;g%)by the Spirit - @re not under the law. This
Y L d ——— =7
is a beautiful thing - there is no law that was ever passed to control the Holy

Spirit. He does not need any. Let us suppose you go to a beautiful garden. There
are flowers. But for some reason, they are not blooming. Why stand over these

flowers. You stand there and you say, I have determination - I am going to pass a

law that you shall bloom. And if those flowers could speak, they would say, law does
not control life. If you want us to bloom. You fertilize us, you prune us, you

water us.

We make mistakes when we pass laws and we think that we are going to solve all

of our problems. I cannot say to myself - I am not going to do bad things. Or I
am going to do good things. Because the law is really not going to control my old

nature. And the new nature does not need it.

Noways the works of the flesh are manifest. The lusts of the flesh are

hidden. You do(not!see the lust of my life -@iﬁ;you do see the works. And the lust

leads to works. The trouble with so many of us is - we hide the works. And we do not

-’ «'l[f,,‘(&

do anything about the lust. Now the works of the flesh%gre these And Paul, rattles

‘é About/18 diffe orks /of the flesh, are listed here.
S - — —

}{iijifzém off to us. V A
Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, the sensual’sins getting involved in these things.

s“pretty hard.

With em}?:tx, carrylng ;?2ﬁ stnfeI Jegéousz

Wf‘the New Testament word

Fracgégns, splitting up the floor you are living on, 5fT
U o

does (not> .always mean false doctrine

N e N B LR

is a descrip who says you have

got to make a ch01ce. Are you for me - are

is one who /goes) from person to persony( getting

for this or for that. Now a heretic

votes\ for his cause, for his program.

B
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«{;Z{/// Envyings, murders, and you say I never killed anybody. Jesus said if you hate people

in your heart, you have killed them,

And then he mentions intemperance - drunkenness, and other things that go along

with it.

with the list of our (Lord’/given in Mark 7. And you end up with awié:éigpfyneaxl_ 100

kin§$J9f~Mi£kedn%E§#3gd this is not the end. And if you take away the duplications,

you end up with abogE_zgﬁggilsh: works of the flesh. And that is not the end, Because

——
my(éE;’;;;;;E:)s very(E;;;E;;E?) When it comes to wickedness.

The fruit, as Paul talks about it here, he says - of which I tell you before,

And as I have told you in times past. Those who practice such things, he says,

////’//tgiéll_npt inherit the Kingdom of God.

does not practice sin. Now of course, David committed adultery. And Moses committed

I John says to us, whosoever is born of God,

murder. And yet Moses and David are listed in Hebrews 11. And nothing is said about
their sin because that is a faith chapter. It is not a works chapter. And they are

going to Heaven., Moses was not a perpetual murderer. Nor was David a perpetual

adulterer.

Now we have people today who say, yes, I can live in this sin and enjoy the grace
of God. You maybe enjoying something - but you are not enjoying the grace of God.

Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound. Paul says God forbid.
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hat I have found., So often legalism leads to license,

| al
(?E;)flnd a_group of peqp!agwho are better_than anybodyﬁelse, they are more splrltgv

than anybody else, their code of condug; in the constitution is more holy, than anybody

elses. You will(find)all s%m on behind the scenes, dm legalism

—
often leads to a license. There is frustration because there is a(lack of fulfillment.

Where there is and where there is(no}y an atmosphere of love,
it is pure law. And when they(éet away from home, -do they do ,7 And then someone

says, we wonder what happened,

The woxd*wggk%qsuggest the factor. The works of men are always operating in the

realm of death. Man's work is always in that direction,

And the Doctor says, no,

f~ not your trouble. And he reaches into his drawer and he pulls out a mlmeographed
And he says, I think you ought to use this for awhile. Most people probably
should use one longer than they do. But when a person has to g0 on a diet - the secret
is appetite. If you learn not to like the things that you should not have. If somehow
through your imagination, everytime someone mentions chocolate cake, you get sick. But
when they mention other things that you should have - you say, hey, that is great, Well,

you've got the problem whipped.

And this is all it is through the Holy Spirit. He fulfills the Word of God through

us enables us to overcome the old nature. He is a mortician, He Puts things to death.
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And he puts things to rest.

| '/ III, ENABLES US TO PRODUCE CHRISTIA

SV W Ee R N R A il ©o L

The Holy Spirit enables us to produce Christian character. Now we shall not

stop with the negative. To be thought that we would be a bunch ofzggg;;;;;%. And

say if I do not lie, if I do not steal, etc. Well, we want to ask the question - what

do you do. Now, this is where it is not works that can come from a dead machine,

It has to come from my life. it is something that cannot

come apart from my life. Fruit suggé The flesh produces death.

The Spirit is the Spirit of life. And fruit is of the Spirit. Now if we cultivate

this - we get the appropriate soil, the seed planted, then we are going to produce a

Christian character,

Listen,(éiristian character) is

in, maybe it is 35¢, and out comes

Now éégslgear people want 4

They want somebody to say if you will do
this, and this, and this, you are guaranteed a Christian character. Well, that is

the worst thing I could give you.

All we can say i And if the Holy @is within you,
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and you have planted the seed of the word of God within your heart and you cultivate

this through worship and prayer, that fruit begins to produce itself in your life,

i
o
The fruit of th irit i ve, If you look

at(T Cor. 13 sometime, you will find out that each of these characteristics is mentioned

as a fruit of love. g rejoices not in eg‘l. It rejoices inm The fruit of

love is joy - love and peace.

Now the absence of@ Many people say, oh, if only my

circumstances where different. I would have peace. No, you wouldn't. is

an (insi iob.) And a change in geography will never alter some f_lft_v in your

character.

"'_;e kind to everyone you meet. For he is fighting a battle

@Clare) once said,
And we might well keep that as a policy. and fruitfulness.

= 2 And then there is that iw of neatness an@
.—v —_ —————

was the @man on the face of the earth., But read some of the things that he

did. Moses said he was on the Lord's side. He divided the camp - and he said, kill

those people. @ is(power) under control. You cannot have meekness unless you

have power. And our Lord Jesus was meek - for he says I am meek and lowly of heart.

lle went into the temple and he cleansed the temple.

Jesus drew the children to him.

-
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\/-?y 2 : e in t us m- So this word used

///// in V., 16 - is a word that means to walk accordlng to qiééééééfﬁ} According to(gzéggggfﬁ

And let us not be desirous of vain glory. All man's glory is vain. Yesterday's

heroes are forgotten. And there are lots of people who want statistics,press releases,
they want to brag about something. But Paul said what good is all of that. The most

important thing is just to produce fruit. The fruit of the Spirit is your life. Don't

you ever envy any Christian @ as got to work for %o, . God has got work for him.

And you be faithful to do yours. And he will be faithful to do his. And the Spirit

of God produces this fruit. ]
Spocl rabler 2 o WWSW o soms |
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I think we need to remember that fruit is produced to be eaten. Do you know why
God wants to make us patient - so that other people can be helped. Do you know why
he wants to produce long-suffering in you. So that you might help other people. You
know he always encourages me, he always strengthens me, Isn't this wonderful that some
individual said about him. He is always helpful. He always brings satisfaction.
This is the ministry of the Holy Spirit. He enables us to fulfill the law, he enables
us to put to death the old nature, and he enables us to produce fruit. Who controls

your life, Make the decision today. It would be wise.
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