e CHAPTER 1 ° THE LEAD UP

10 FOOT TALL & BULLETPROOF

Recruit training at Kapooka, a year of signals technician training,
deployment to 139 Signals Squadron in Brisbane (a reinforcement Unit for

104 Sig Sqn in Vietnam) and an exercise at Shoalwater Bay had me on the |
right path. The final step, in November 1968, was the 3 week Battle
Efficiency Course (aka Hell) at Canungra. There we were physically
hammered as we learnt basic infantry tactics, were briefed about Vietnam
and definitely toughened up. | emerged feeling ten foot tall, bullet proof
and ready, just as the Army intended. Bring on my 19th birthday in
January, | wanted to go.

Shortly after, at home with Mum and Dad for Xmas, | received a telegram
telling me to take another week’s pre embarkation leave as | would soon be
off to Vietnam. Oddly though | was going to 110 Sig Squadron which had

completely different roles to 104 Sig Sqn for which | had been trained.
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