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¢) hﬁJ&ﬁfD In Charles Dickens ngéstmas Carol = there is a character by the name of
‘—;
W)‘J(!

Fzgd -~ the nephew of old scrooge. Frff_EES%PEd in at the cheerless office of
his uncle, Fbenezer Scrogge and cheerfully said, YA Merry Christmas, uncle?
— = P

Bah said Scrooge — hum b what ood has Christmas ever do ou.
g 118; 200 ] '_ e you. ,

T%}Eh e anything special/ about Christmas and about Jesus. Ajf
Jthere anyt ng_special/ bRk A

was in Spain on a preaching mission, with the Air Force. At Madpieh the scenery
? R - (

was beautiful. A sgt. drove him out about 30 miles to a mountain. A beautiful
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place - and on top they could see a great giant eross. It was so large that two

automohiles could pass each other on it's arms of the cross. And they could see

———

that within the mountain which held the cross was a Romag. Cathglic Cathedrgr!!w

They walked up the steps and went through the hgﬂ;_dgg%ﬁ_of the Cathedral.. The
cqndlga_were burning and beaqggful_nusishﬁﬁs plaxing. TInside and out, were graves.
e e =
And as they walked around, the young ng;ppointed to the erave/of Spainlg_g;gg;est
martyr. And then he came to a large golde crucifi?j« on the cross hung the body
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of Jesus. The youngfsgt. whisperédfin the Chaplain's ear, there is supposed to be
;Egahrf vig;

ér@hing very special aboww At that point, the Chaplain told

him that he did not know what might be special about this impage. He did knmow that
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know that there is something special about Jesus. And many people
: . g ___# 2 ———
have raised the quesg.?c’m - . so special about ﬁ Man; _eole today are

Jesus was special within himself.

asking, are we living on something that is just sgecuieﬁfon or some philosophy. Good

people ask the question, who is Jesus. TIs he alive. Does he 1 us. Is this story

about Jesus just awmyth. Is it only a story of a good Jew who lived a good life,
L
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died, and went to his grave.

. 4 7
-o men said that I am = the son of man. Some sa is John the¢ Baptist.

ntherg/ﬁé%jah - 3er32§gh, or one of the/éfzzgsts. The question is, whom sav ye that

I am.

Through the centuries men ! had a high vi f J d
g n have had a gh view o esus and they have had a &ow

view. There is a right and a wrong. And there is a noble and wise view that is

/

Mow some people say that Jesus waa/only er%gggzggg*j'Just %ikg Nﬁfei/ 5015301/(

or 2§Vid,' Just like Martin Luther or Dr. Truitt, or Spurgeon, or some other man.

/
.
There are ho hold a view that he was the son of God. That as the son of God,
= e

he was div%pe. That is the view I hold.

good.

\

I'd like to pose tonight some reasons whyf I jthink Jesus is very special.

ﬁ_

The best friends that he ever knew - they thought about him. And they will tell

you. And if you have a good friend - they know about you. And they tell other people

around the town and wherever they go, all about you. So here is a man, Jesus, who

grew up in a place and his friends knew about him. wrote a Gospel and painted

/"‘/

the picture of the Oﬁd Testament Eroghe’§fr And told that Jesus was th¢ 'Messiah.
—\ .,
J-hose home Jesus visited, he wrote about him as a wonder worker. A mitacle
- _—.u_—-"_-——-?“ —

worker.



'-wrote a full gospel - told about G%d- cominﬁ in the §%§5h°
\said in_the Qeginnin_g_ was the wgrd and the word was with God and the word

was Cod, ( UL g,
olfa i ;‘!‘M Frue rindde) =
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Wu!R&v.p speaks of him as the lamb of God. ok Wk"_ 5_4

17. ‘mrslom opmtonfis A REEKSON WHY HE IS SPECIAL.

I am the Walk ye in it.

= V 6 - I am ther I am come that you mi_ﬁht have li;e. And might have it
more ,atw . ITamt "%

V(thn 8:12 '— I am_tm of the world. 1If yvou will follow me, ye shall not

walk in darkness. One of the greatest concepts of Cod_ip the RBjible is - that of light.

The Lord is our light and Jesus sq{d this about himself. That he was the light.
N
several years back on Chiistmas Sunday morning,
—————— '—‘-‘.-‘ - - =
experienced at the Ca;&ral an unusual e% It was m:iistxﬁ-nd foggy. And English

people know about that in the winter time. Te had made his way to the church service

early. Along a foggy street. He was shocked by a gr%ght. First, it

geemed to him that the whole area was L‘f};@. But far above the g_];gof of the cathedral

Thef

B i e b RN | cestessotEaiEEie through the wim@bws. And
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while it was dark, and foggy outside - the insige of the great church was_ablaze

with light. Light from above. And surely it i
s \

e

Now man has done his

N

best to find the whole truth about God. Put at best, he has reached the twilight.

Then from above, God himself, by a deliberate act - and self-g@ygg_l_ipgﬁggt, made

g 7
himself knqu.,,un;g__a_lzl:zl:‘jnen when he came in the flesh at Beghlehgmi/

I If any man enter in, he shall be saved,
I am th| and the life. He that believeth in me, though he were
- ————— e,

———t——

dead, yet shall he live.

I and my father are one. If ye have known me, ye should have known my father

also.

1 4
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Jesus is special because of what his f;g,errds/said and u@said, an‘

(ﬁor}r has said

2

.|l Now we are not talking about 10 or 20 years. We are talking about

{OOO vears of hisi‘:;% And what does it say about Jesus Christ.
Al 4 “ 4

History proclaims him as a son of God., Wherever the glorious gospel of Christ has

20 centuries.

gone, it has been the power of God, unto salvation to all that believe.

RV A n>o1d a story abOut(someCc:annabals/ that came one day to a g;lla._ge
By = 3 ~

in@ They told the people to get off the gtrgets and to go to their homes.
In order that they would understand, they k%wn. And

frighteged, of course, the people did go home. The q@-s-sionaﬁ was not afraid.

He went down to his little chaie}/_ and turned on the" igh-ts/And when they came
-'--F-_"‘
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in and threatenyto kill him, he_opened God's wor%and began to @the story
— e —

of how«Jesus loved us, and bled on the Cross for us, and their hearts mellowed.

And(13 [of them accegted Christ as Lord and Saviour. Until this day, there are
> e, ——— vt

some men out of those families that are still fine Christians in China. Now

that is whatChas happe‘ne%aro%g the world. That hasbeen part of the history

of 1L,

= 7
(. m Hadley) a drunken bum said@ I ever becpme such a sot that _Iﬁ__ga,n_‘t buy

My-.own 1%3581" I'_;L;L jumg in the Hudson Siyer and end it _all.  One day he sat by

a stove in a saloon, and he was stupid/with liquor. And sc_)meon&/said to him, now
— RICY o

——

is th/@t’g drawn yoursei_;/ You are no good. So he walked up to the bar and

pounded his __gj.s—t,/and said to the saloon keeper @ll never drink gpother drop

of liquor as long as J_&) He walked out, went tofjail Jfor three days, so wgak

e
that he could hardly move, and when he got out he went To th@ - Jerry

@ mwz He heard Eec:%le thanking Goduon their kpees, that they

had been saved. Jerry and his wife prayed for this man. He fell.gn his knees. Oh

<£ord Jesus, if you can help a poor drgg@ bum like me - won't vou please do it now.
Anw And he was a new man. And later the
suae.;wﬂg%)f the mission, for gé .years., WNow this gfory can be multiplied:

The artist says that Jesus is the idealportrait. The astronomer Zsays he is the

bright and morning sta The banker says he is the hidden treasurep?{ The carpenter
tape” sanker sureps arp

says he is the doori The do.g;s.; says he is the great physicigw? The qd_lidcg%:t_says

he is the master teaeher. The fg% says he is the seed of righteousness and

the Lord of harvest. The f;gg? says he is the 1wlo'f the valley, the rose of

shearin. The jg%; says he is the peril of great/p;/i'c:e. The jg;% says he is
the trL'le/wrrEness. The % says he is a good advgedte. The newspaper man says

he is good +idings of great joy. The %I says he is the word-of God. The

sng—ul_g? says he is the livipg-stone. The-soldier, he is the captaip of salvation.
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The %, the pilot across the sea. The boor sin s he is the lamb of God that
‘takes “@#ay the s_ia¥§ of the world.

says there is somethingi speciall about Jesus.

il

IS SPECIAL.

: 5 1
Now his tells you that there is something special about him. m

says that he is spec:lal. t@ says that he is special. And

————

human heart reveals that Jesus Christ is special. _
““'——-
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Ay
Qﬁq’; sinner - lost Md the story of God's lg've for or_me, T can say he i he is

yery sp ecial. Jesus has done so much for me.

m used to say as he looked at an old rustv knife that his father used
- e
to use, as he traveled around and worked in the,ZiZJhat I would have

i 1
had it not been for the gr - ¢
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W ﬁoiw we 3 t.ﬂ ergtand all 'abou this. Neither do we unde tand all about

n %2, @WY\_, He. N Py ulaIgQ_ W
electric But if we push a switch one way the llght will go on - nd if v

et v sk I L Lpellen —rrichl] W[ Le ahe W}%}
push itYanother way, it will go out. And I don't u derstand all about God but

o J%th_”u&&ﬁfw e W :
has been so good t us.,:id_he }fib?e- thlng speczfal for R & S
OO0y M wdon Vs e T 4““’“ s

For we have experienced his great redemption. Man's keenest need - we could
/ r
: 4

JW&W%%'L@M

not éet rid of sin)\ We had violated CGod's law - sinned against ourselves and othe
-

people. Put redemption is the oldest and the newest need of man.

the anything elge at Ch s to recognize, Jeremiah said this - that

the people of Jerusalem were destroying themselves by sin. The Christmas story



as Eve  night and information
;reqched the great wires of service, what would be heard on the radios and T. V.
We would interrupt our programs to inform - to receive a bulletin of consequence

that would change the course of all human history.

Jesus so special. THe brought\peace to A J » tells an interesting story ‘“.‘l! p_—y i3 of a
T’%:!F;r !n that beauti ful :1ty short at t_e_c_ps,e of World War 11,

r was there to ass done by the bombing and
2 fighting within the city efe many times--a city he
_— loved deeply. As he wa'lked through the streets, saw bombed out
rayer of St. Tt churches, businesses and the opera house, he was burdened with the
\ A Weight of grief at the destruction war had wWrought, He f d ¢
neighborhood of the city uhen iti'
pl¢ sigel. lhe only place he could find
SQEren, unli He s1ipped into the chure
1:: er moment. He heard so ;
church and saw a stooped 4
the front of the church : el ped :
||Where there is hatred, let me sow her hand . prayer. For a few moments they prayed n th
! Hathase .

! . Finally, the oIchn stood, tog
to the :

Lord make me an instrument of thy

d
| Where there is injury, pardon » dro Pe it

t 1t and gave to the g The ; Ca. haddW ove
| thedchpe-l-l : but he coul e a ity. gdel
| v i5 ord, wnion ndle a ents and then s up on the gandl er
| Vhere this is discord, nw‘wﬂ-ﬁ‘“f&"d carried her out,  THIOUTE! :
them from the church-- interested in e e saw the
Where there is doubt, faith old he g%fn a little,fha ; on which had he
fasw the tltter ng and evidences of
. h poverty but*We=also saw an obviously aristccratic family--the man
Where there is despair, hope stood with straight bearing. and ied tWE Warks of grea

he y-l-nes pnnded .
Where there is darkness, light

n esponse, the v

Where there is sadness, joy V151
’ - where the candle was :

| 0 divine Master grant that I may n <
To be consoled, as to console

{  To be understood, as to understand

To be loved, as to love

| For it is in giving, that we receive

It is in pardoning, that we are pardoned

It is in dying, that we are born to eternal life.

i Jesus 48 sm@ﬁ%ial And it is our prayer that he will be special

L SN

to you, That he will fulfill the hopes and the dreams that you have in your heart.



as Fve night and information
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-;_réached the great wires of service, what would be heard on the radigs and T. V.

We would interrupt our programs to inform - to receive a bulletin of consequence

that would change the course of all human history.
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He is the p of peace. And this was the thing that Simeon felt made

Jesus so special. He brought\peace to his heart.

There is a lovely

hlmﬂ make me an instrument of thy peace
.]Where there is hatred, let me sow love
anThere there is injury, pardon

;Tfa’here this is discord, union

Where there is doubt, faith

Where there is despair, hope

Where there is darkness, light

Where there is sadness, joy
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! To be consoled, as to console

|

l To be understood, as to understand
To be loved, as to love
For it is in giving, that we receive

l
l
It is in pardoning, that we are pardoned
It is in dying, that we are born to eternal life.

This is why Jesus is s ]
iz

e

And it is our prayer that he will be special

to you. That he will fulfill the hopes and the dreams that you have in your heart.
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