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WHAT RELIGION DOES FOR ONE WHO REALLY TRIES IT

2 Timethy 3:12
;;gégghyou really ever tried religion - I speak of the N. T. kind!
Paul is speaking of this in 2 Timothy 3:12 says - '"Yes indeed,
everyone who wapt; to ;}ye_a_godly life as a follower of Christ Jesus will
be persecuted'.

Paul doesﬂéot counsjhis experience as peculiar, but only part of the
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price of loyal service to Christ.
If you really.try religion, he says you are going to be hunted as wild

beasts.

V.il3 - Impostors know all the tricks of the trade, will deceive others and

themselves.

V. }4}— But Thou, on your part, continue to abide and rely upon what you have
learned from the Scripture. .

Mapyrygligiqn%ﬁts of his day had permitted their religious interests to
degenerate into selffinterests.

Followed liﬁes_of least resistance - sought comforts at the expsmse.of
holier things. Paul disturbed the_ungqldy”and h;guggligiog gqt him_into,trouble.

Just so the same faith will assuré trouble today when one dares apply his

religion to everyday living.

The truestjFggt;ofwgﬂmgpqp}sWperfqrmance never occurs on the easy road;
it occurs on the difficult stretches of the journey.

The éﬁfgpg;h“q{wﬂmpgsﬁeis never revealed in the blowing of the mild spring
winds, but in the weight of“the blizzards ice and in the impact of the hurricane's

force.
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The iglipei of a football team is never proved in a game with midget
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opposition but rather when the opposition is terrific.

So withfiifé and people, the crucible test is when one tries the religion
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Exggrt workers ‘with var10u£,types of timber declare that they can tell,

from the flame-eolors of burning logs, a great deal about the chemical content.

”Mg;gl workers ean tell a great deal about the content of any piece of
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metal when it is burned to white heat and they can actually forecast its

durability.

All of that is logical. It is also logical that _your religlon will be

tested by troubles.

True Because
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First —-Christian faith is not changiﬁg.
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Christian faithj%efuses to compromise.,
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2 3 Paganism and the world thrives in complacency, self-satisfaction -
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”Lacking a love for the good".
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jh&&_} Treacherous, regg;gss, conceited, loving pleasure more than God",

When these two forces meet,— conflict is inevitable!
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Co—ex1stence is out of the question.

Demand for comprémise is a demand to the death of your faith. Knowing

this your faith runs the risk of head on collisionm.

Jesus according to Matthew states the case - the Disciples 'Were to go out
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as sheep in £he midst ofwolves"

They were to anticipgge”§wpggative_;e5ponse in many places. Pergggppion 3=
EEPESt - imprisenment - ridicule and somézimes death.

They were to guard against vindictiveness. To be as wise as serpents and
harmless as doves:was a big order.

Amazing that their courage held as firmly as it did - with all the odds
against them.

{Mlodern Disciple - what do I get out of 1t?

He promises them they would get into trouble, suffer much, persecution
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trail their steps. If they remained faithful they would be saved.
No doubt about the fact that they would get in trouble if they lived up
to the requirment of their faith. The conflict of error with truth - righteousness

with evil. Within a same household a division _would arise as a result of the

new way of 1life in Him.

kMark thls - I'm ﬁot saying all troubl comes because of our religion - some
—

LT, 2 Ny I

must be credited to emotiongl pronouncements, immature judgments, intemperance,
foo{;hafﬁiness, egotism, lack of restraint, not the result of intelligent disciple-

ship, nor a compliment to the Christ.

Paul was talking about adverse reaction to courageous commitment,

Thigﬁis g_giﬁig;en;mggrtﬁof-trouble. Business crisis results from refusal

issues, hateful lipsmay hurt you because you refuse to buckle under - these are

the things of genuine trouble. There are these things from which real character

is built. When you separate from worldly companioms.

The Christian is to witness with the Holy Spirit. He is to put pressures

upon paganism,
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At every hand temptation presents itself to compromise. Had the earlz
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Christians yielded to this incessant barrage what would have been left today? They

stood thelr ground against unbelieveable odds,. The fibre of their strength became
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"be of good cheer” - going out into the pagan empire of Rome.

Hard to find their equal - ours is a tame - powerless ethic. We condemn
evil in the abstract. All the'Goliaths have not'been slain.
My how we;ﬁééd'another John the Baptisthﬁ declare that it is not lawful
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for a man to live with another's wife. We need the di@jP;g_het to look the guilty

world in the eye and say 'Thou art the man'. We need a“Moses to say_to _Pharaoh

"Let my people go''.

Religion of Jesus will do this if you really try it.
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Second, Christian Faith Con The Un, pdl§§
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The Christian presents a contrast to the pagan. They are like<a mirror .

held up to a dirty face and the pagan didn't like that.

V 8 + They resist the truth - men of corrupt minds. Reprobate concering the

i

faith.
This will cause you trouble,

?Mgﬁ§§'re unconscigq%ﬁgf their low estate until a high plateau of clean
e e ,...;- 4 R B T S ,
living was practiced in their midst.

They walked di#fe;ggt;y from the unsaved - no room for carelessness.

Ca}}g@qiools,becausé they refuse to. compromise - what a compliment!

Straigh ving. Christian is af%lumbwginamhgside the crooked nature of
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”
a non-Christdan. '

Christians stand 1n too Well with the world - so much so that we often
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hear it said, it is hard to distinguish them from non~Christians. The world.gan't

see enough difference between us,

Part of this condition is caused by the craze to conform. Like a disease,

reached epidemic- stage, me-too itus',s Therefore«boys now 1ook like goats and
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the gals 1ive 11ke nudists, “Make mine the sameff- all of these are processes
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of our day - who' killed the spirit of individuality?

morals., rClothes cut by asseqbly line yardsticks and I mean cut - all _society has

a desire to fit in at any price. FEven a secular Gospel which.fits this age - what
age - does the Gospel change? Some say the preacher needs to update his, messagq =
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want a well rounded Gospel. Rubber ball is round - push it in ‘any direction.

Surrender our souls to conformity.
One things sure — the world will never be condemned and transformed by men

who say '"make mine the same'.
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They- thought Jesus.was.square just because he wouldn't roll with the
crowd! )

He stopﬁ_his\ground.

This is the voicgdgﬁgdgd in the church. "It was good for Paul and Silas
and its good enough for me"! Does this fit you for size? Do you want %hatlthey‘
had?

Be qp;acqnformed to-this world but be ye transformed - this is what
Christianity is about.

Confoxming to. the-world is not only accepted in many places but éﬁpected.
Now is the time to change the tune - the message of Jesus Christ is a solution

to our problems. The ﬁiiﬁd cannot lead the blind without both inevitably falling
N o s by

in the ditch.

We live in a climate of diluted integrity - basic honesty is involved men
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look for truthful ways to lie, honest ways to steal

v. QA‘-— But continue “Thou-in .the things whichr'l‘ho_u hast learned.
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[;ji:; For their folly shall_be made manifest to all men,

Christian life condemns.

ngéff- watch theigigg;gglgggw;,leaves little-puddles-of sea water
captive. rThese little spots are warm — notlong before the tide returns, fresh
and forceful, each tiny puddle is joined.in.

Church e need a tldaL,wgye of God's love to move with unity the called
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out ones - the twice born - redeemed.

f;gf; Paul said you live godly in Christ Jesus - we are to love the sinner and
hate his sin.

Denunciation, yes - but positive affirmation - live _godly in Christ Jesus.
This is what a good woman did who lived with a worthless husband Bottles

and_debte - years of misery. Often come home late and demand she get up and cook.

She would go out in cold and cut wood for fire in cheap cast iron stove, and bake
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bread for this worthless man. Because she loved him.
It was 1oye‘9n7C§1yary.
Could we Wippﬁ;ng;he ocean fill, and were the sky of parchment made,
| /were every stick on ea;iﬂla quill and every man a scribe by trade, to write

i the love of God above, would drain the ocean dry, nor could the scroll contain

the whole, though stretched from sky to sky.

Glass eyes monstexr-of TV,

Sﬁfvé?ﬂshowed that 58% of members of a‘Rigpgs;aq;ﬁgegominapion serve
1iquor“in?;heir homes - it does ﬂdt_take Isaiah Folgggdict the future calibre of
the children and their off spring.

Man + darling, if you will just give up that everlasting running -to- church,
1'11 buy you anything you .want-we- would have peace in our family.

These disturbing words had been said many times before, but may not pay
attention. "That is just it John" she answered "money can't buy the thing I
want most - it isn't for sale. It is free by God's grace and I would never
surrender it for your sake nor for the sake of what you call peace in our home'",

So she continues to attend church without him.

He never loses an opportunity to jeer with sarcasm at her religion,

God will reserve for her something special.

V;%G'__—_ Paul - lead captive silly women - God will homor the faithful little
mother who is steadfast in her love to the Lord.

The chg;gbﬂg;ﬁndshxgdaymasqthewcroasxnads in.a struggle for decency.

"We Qo not. well,~this day is a day of good tidings and we hold our peace
- Syrian Lepers.

S;nggr%p:hg§pfﬁ loosened, evil still assaults the man of God.

Sin is still sin. ‘

Religion for us is to respectable —‘be a regular fellow.

F

Live the mandate of the cross.
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Young_ﬁinis;;:tﬁrote his_B%ShQB.th%E church is one battle ground after
another. I want a change - nothing I do seems to please them, they are crucifying

me.,

Bishop my young friend, vou want a change - there is one difference between

yvou and your Saviour; He did not come down from the cross.

ThErd, Ghris'_‘t:;j..__a.n__,E,

I have said it refuses to compromise,

e

QE%O ohé can really know what Jesus means until he really trustshim. T}
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Must try him for yourself He far excells all that I can tell you.

<£;;T_138 £ L bow before Thy sacred Temple to praise Thee for Thy love

Sl =

so true, that far excells all ever known of Thee (Moffat).
Here is a man who has tested God.
Folks say they have doubts.— fears that trip them up.
Fizigwhand‘gg;dence - Spirit needed in our day - face the future unafraid.
-Chigter'swor_said I stood with a wonderful Christian outside her cottage
at 4 o'cléég.in the morning. We had just driven back from a near by hospital
in which her cherished only son, six years old, had died. That in itself was a
stunning blow, for he had died after an illnes of only 48.-hours. To her, however,
the loss was even greater, for it was the third major sorrow in quick succession.
So there stood this gallant lonely heroine. From the fizgggggg_pf her

life, the last little star had twinkled and gone out:; from the repertorie of her

heart, the favorite melody had been so quickly snatched away. For her, from there
on out, stretched a long and lonesome road.

Feeling that I must say something to lighten the load of sorrow, I suggested

that she should not try in this hour of phy91cal exhaustion and heartbreak to try to
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figure out the why of this experience. I_ﬁgg@gﬁteg, too, that God would help
her to understand sometime and that, meanﬁhile, he would surely give to her the
strength which her weary life so much needed.

Thos%rfgfggﬂgfnintended consolation had hardly fallen from his lips when
she replied with words which thrilled him then and which strengthened since that
time, H

"I know what you are trying to say'" she said. "But you don't need to say

it. I know God so well and trust him so fully that even now I would not call my
little son back into 1life if I could; for I have learned in these years thaf there
are so many things worse than death. As_g;eat as ig the_hurt of my heart now,
I know that God would not have permitted him to go away unless his going now were
not less of sorrow than some future experience, had he lived. God's way is some-
times, for a time, a way of tears, but it is always the better way''. ”

Here is your example of Christian woman who really tried the religion of

our Lord Jesus.

The Christian, practicing such surrender will do the best he can with
heartbreak knowing that he has power to turn tragedies into triumphs.

You have probably seen a violinist preparing to perform. He turns the
keys which control the violin strings until the strings are stretched to the
breaking point. We recognize that this tautnesghigmépggyative, for beautiful
violin music cannot be played on strings which are not so stretched.

The heartstringswmgy be_stxe;ched to the breaking point, so that we feel
that one more hour of the grief will break us.

If we are wise in those hours of tqgg;ihegrtstrings, we shall surrender
them to the bow as God's will. He will play the most exquisite music of a life-
time.

From the blindness of ggthMiltpn came rich literary compositions. From
the imprisonment ggwqqhgrgqnyaﬁ came Pilgrim's Progress.

g
Anchored to Cod, practicing faith and full surrender, the Christian may



-0-
walk forward into the future unafraid.
When called upon to qg}k_;h;oughngggMQark valley, look eagerly for the
footprint_sngjlfi‘_ ﬁngg_ﬁ_'ﬁﬁﬁ,‘]:gkadership. Begin to follow him. Then with Paul, you can

say, "I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me'.



