Someone ssked Mom snd Pop Leney, beloved
fevoritee of studente st Baylor Univ., "iAre you
rich?" "Yes, we're rich!" they excleimed in
unisone "Rich in friendships."

Actually the Keneys sre extraordinsry people
with en ordinsry income who heve gragped oppor=-
tunities of service to college people through
dinners, perties, snd suchs Hsving helped
scoree of young people swey from home, they sre
emong the world's weslthiest in their number of
friends. And sll of us know of the fine young
couple in our church who have done the smme
thing for meny of our young service men who
have been awsy from home. Often, we need &
friend more thsn we need finsncisl help.

lYoney esnnot buy the "golid-gold" friends
who stend by when we sre in trouble. 4n unknown
writer hes seid, "A friend is the first person
who comee in when the whole world goes out."

£ priceless rewsrd of euffering s«nd sorrow
18 their revelstion of loyel friends. ihen we
swoop into the depths snd someboyd slips in to
shere cur burden, we doubly sppreciste the weslth
of our friendehip benk, for it has crested s
velueble checking scecount,.

e cen teke Poloniue’s sdvice to Leertes in
Shekespeere's tragedy, FAMLKT: "Graprle them to
thy goul with hoops of steecl."

After 811, what grester weelth can we hope to
create then friende? Whatever losses 2nd crosses
fate desle, trme friends sre the resl weslth.
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8 CAN ALL Bx WEALTHY

Prove. 18:24

Hymn: "Whet 4 rriend We Have in Jesus"

Prayer: Thank wod for the precious gift of friend
Ship.

How meny of us have ssid sometime, "I wish I were

weelthy?" You may have believed your wish were

en impossible one, but it's nesrer then you think,

upent weslth in houses end lsnds snd oil snd

stocks and bonds msy be out of resch, but we can

be weslthy in our friendships. 1f we cultivete

thig ert, we can say along with Shekespesre, "I

em weslthy in my friends."

Hone of us is poor 1f we have s friend. And
none of us is so weslthy in msterisl things thet
we sre not poor if we asre without friends,

Zeyond 811 other weslth is the s ttachment we
form to noble soules who warm our lives.

Since friends sre such desirsble wealth, we
went to consider e few definitions of friendship.
One writer expressed it thus‘ "A friend is for
you under sny circumstsnces.’

"Friendship is one soul in two bodies," sne
other ste tes. TN

1ibe sible esye, "4 friend loveth st 61l times,

Jdhotever our fsvorite definition of friend~-
ahip maey be, it will pey dividends for us to
resd what the writer of pProverbs ssid showing
us how to have thies weslth: "4 msn thst ha th
friends muet show himeel? friendly: and there is
8 Iriend thst sticketh closer thsn @ btrother."

48 we grow older, esch of ue feeles sn in-
cressing need snd s dependence upon friends.
Lhose who sre weslthy in their friendshipe sre
cheerful , outgoing perecnialities more interested
in othere than in themselves. Their grestest
happineee comee in doing eomething to 1ift s
troutled heart or to shere the meuntein peske of
success snd Joy friende hsve olimbed. Whet
weter ie to & living fieh end sun is to & growing
plent, encouregement is to friendship.
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The other pasrt of our Seripture says, "Ther is
o friend that eticketh cloger then a btrother."
That friend of coursge ig God. BEsrtoly friends
are wonderful, but no bleseing known to man is
go pure snd satidfying ss thie besutiful friend-
ghip with Jesus. eve we felt the touch of His
hend on oure#? If we have come to know Him thra
Hie redemptive Wlood, He will ghsre our sorrows
end joys. And He never checks on the cer we ride
in, our house number, the neme of our street, our
bank sccount. ZLven those stricken with poverty
csn heve this unpsrslleled weelth. EHsgerly
Chriets ewsite & closer welk with us. He's "the
1ily of the vslley."
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The moet wonderful thing is this wor
A friend, who you know understends, 19 1 tq‘havo

‘bo ehows it in eyes snd who lists it i
o throbs it in grasp of bis hende & | TOr0%

“ho ehsree of his portion end sske not
e 1t woslth, be 1t love, be it power, i
Suck s friend hae s worth beyond weelth of this

A solece in 1ife's dorkest ALY 66T thew~

Cerleton E. Knox

e, 1962
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Introduction

Friends laugh and play together. shanng joys, suc-
cesses, goals and ldeas! but good friends ore also there
with us to share sorrows, fosses, burdens, and
problems.

in the following scripture passage a parclyzed man s
heaied by Jesus o5 o result of the faith of his friends.

Friends

Friends always show their love. What are brothers
for i not to share rouble?
Moseds 1707

A Friend Brought to Jesus

One day when Jesus was teaching, some Pharisees
and teachers of the Law were sitting there who had
come from every town In Galilee and Judea and from
Jerusalem. The power of the Lord was present for
Jesus to heal the sick. Some men came canmying a
paralvzed man on a bed, and they tried to cary him
into the house and put him in front of Jesus, Because
of the crowd, however, they could find no way 1o fake
him in. Sa they carried him up on the roof, made an
opening in the tiles, and let him down on his bed into
the middle of the group in front of Jesus When Jesus
saw how much faith they had, he said to the man,
“Your sins are forgiven, my friend "

The teachers of the Law and the Pharsees began to

say to themselves, "Who is this man who speaks such
blasphemy! God Is the only one who can forgive sing!"

Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Why
do you think such things? Is it casier to say, 'Your sins
are forgiven you.' or to say. ‘Get up and walk’? [ will
prove to you, then, that the Son of Man has authority
on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the paralyzed
man, "I tell you, get up, pick up vour bed, and go
horme™

At once the man got up in front of them all, took the
bed he had been lying on, and went home, praising
God. They were all completely amazed! Full of fear,
they praised God, saving, “What marvelous things we
have seen today!”
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desus Talks to His Friends

"My commandment is this: love one another, just as
Hove you, The greates love a person can have for his
friends is to give his life for them And you are my
friends if you do what | command vou. | do net call
wou servants any longer, because a servant does not
know what his master 1s doing. Instead, [ call wou
friends, because | have told vou everything | heard
from my Father. You did not choose me; | chase you
and appointed you to go and bear much truit, the kind
of fruit that endures. And so the Father will give you
whatever you ask of him in my name. This, then, &
what ] command you: Jove one anothey,”
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