UNSEARCHABLE RICHES

.4 i Eph. 3:18
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If there were some way that we could use d branding iron':‘ and burn
/
WA these words into our hearts and into our minds, it would enable us to keep
/ S
the most valuable thing, pri&%_s}s__ﬂ}gg in this world.
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\%’ ’ fb‘ﬂf:st think @ I did not deserve it, and though I am the most
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Jvﬂﬂf/ﬁ useless Christian there is, I was the one chosen for the special joy of

™

telling the Gentiles the glad news of the endless treasure available to
/

them in Christ.

Thi<phrase; the unsearchable riches of Christ, is found in EE§ 3:?5

. had persecuted the Christians. He had changed through the power of
Christ. And as Paul looks upon this, he wrote these words. As

he tells that he is a/nobody) And yet, he has become rich. Unsearchable.

Unaccountable. And the picture that we get is a
4

trackless, inexplorable area. It is a vast place. You cannot measure it

=) T e

or map it out.

- Paul seems tothE @hei 0ld Testamené. No doubt he read,
4

j ¢
Which doth great things, and unsearchable marvelous things without number.

Paul Wb, who talked about ('};J‘d, being unseirchable. And

he @to track out the unsearchable riches of Christ.
V

As he proceeds, he says, that he does so wit Now this is not
o a n}:ck humility. But it is very genuine. Again iaoh the depth
‘-7’7———/ ——
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of the riches, both of the wisdom and the knowledge of God. How unsearchable

of
are his judgements and his ways past finding out. 4

Paulto to say, heré I am;}less than the 1east of God's people.

To _do anything for Chrlst in his church, we must always remember that our

greatness lies Q in ourselves. (Bui:)_ in our tasks, and in our message.

=
\ once talked to a boy who said that he planned to enter the

e

ministry. He asked him, @he had come to this decision. He said I was
re
moved as wmﬂ@ one day at school. And Weatherhead said, who was

the preacher that day. The young man said, I have no idea. But I know that

@@ spoke to my heart that morning. And that really is true preaching.

He who serves Christ@il:_fh_igk of others éook)at himself. And praising
—_— —_—
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himself. He must make them look at Chriﬁt. So many people are concerned about

their own h?or and preyige.

Paul meant to say that he was less than the 1east. That is, to say,

Paul meant that he placed himself .)eneat the least. Now an old Purit said,

I do not quarrel with P{I}_;L'S language, but I do dispute his right to push me

-

out of my place.,/ Less than the least, said he, is my place.
piliiiilin A =

The word "unsearchable" is a picture word of a trackless forest) Or a
— — y G 7

@whic‘n you might walk around - and discover that it is part of a wide

never—ending ocean which is immeasureable.

Paul said the treasures of Christ were inexhaustible. Beyond our
D
counw or measuring, and there is no way to figure it up on an adding machine
I
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4
or a ca&g’glfa_tor. ce, that Jesus being full of grace and truth,

and of his fullness - we have received, grace for grace. l@

Now (lest ye be too general about the unsearchable riches - let us take

one or two, or more things and look at them in the light of this text.
-

I. THE WORTH OF AN INDIVIDUAL
R ——

Now this is something that Paul had in mind. He said the ingathering of

zil__l_ggn, of all nations, was part of the eternal purpose and design of God.
He said here, that this Gospel was for the Gentile, and the Jews. It is worth

much to the individual as it is missionary in its purpose.

We know that owe much to Christ - who put a great value on the individual.
____;Vv
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In that day and time, to them. For example, there is a book in

]

= the Eibrag? in Oxford, England, an ancient piece of paper that was found on the
'gump heap of@ A Roma -@

—He said he was hoping to come home soon. To be there when the baby
he baby should come before he got there it if it
be a @n_d @Ie it if male. The rest of the letter was about minor

details. What did he mean. If the baby was a girl - he wanted his wife to have

has written on his papyrus a letter to

arrived. However, 1

a servant put it out in the sun. Or take it out to the rul_agi_ah_hyp. But Af 4t
—_—7
was a she was to wash him, nurse him, cloth him. The whole issue was one

of great importance. Terrible things happen in our times. Though we recoil from

such things - why? Because has taught us that each life is dear and
- - e m—————

pre_‘g.g_us unto him.
—
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We owe a lot to the ancient Jews. They knew that they were God's chosen

people. And they took the rest of mankind as Gentile do;;_.) They also had

particular parties among them. The(fagzzzgag and sinners. They did not keep
; 21}

the law as they did.

Buefriended the oyt-cast. mentioned the matter of

Eb%l;ﬁ;;_in his study. And how imw@ﬂ life ought to be in

it was for people today, without any thought, just

our eyes. And how

to put babi ath. And Jesus took people in that day - and he put a price

tag on each soul. And the price was written in his blged. And we who follow
—_— _ i o

after him have not always lived up to what Jesus taught.

One of the first acts, passed, as hem@, was to
= e

@the branding of debt}s and sl/aves. The reason, it was wrong to% the

work of the creator.
—_— >

During the awfuf the Huguenots in France. A Protestant

'7
sought refuge in the Netherlands. He says, let experiment with this worthless

creature, dare you call one worthless. To whom Christ dieq - someone reminded

him,
We do not know, I do not know, our scholars do not know all of the problems
with the gégef”fﬁe a?g;;iaus? and these things today. But we know that God

(ma@i all people. And that @died for them.
The \value’ of each person, whoever he is, and wherever he is - is a dear




priceless soul. And Christ has made it so.

11 Fo_g,_gggg ESS e

This is a second treasure of Christ, in these unsearchable riches - which

I think we ought to say a word about.

Forgiveness is@_l:o sin. And is an old word. Some people may

—7
consider it out of te = the reality it stands for is quite modern.

ng in our world today - and some of those wrong are in

my heart and in your heart. we are honest, all of us will have to admit that
o g D

we are as good as we ought to ;b_e. Like Paul, we'll have to say,do things

that we know we shouldn't. And we - undone many things that we know we should
do. Rom. 7:19. The Scripture says that all have sinned and come short of the

glory of God. Rom. 3:23.
e

Now that means that of us has measured up to what God inte_gg.?ed us to

—

be. We have all fallen short of our pattern. We have violated what we know is
v

right. We have transgressed and disobeyed the rules of conscience, and we have

sinned against God. We have profanad his love.

— Dr. Valentipe)said, in one of his messages - that he had seen a revival
e m——— -
in some time. Because revivals for repentance and it i to find anybody
== T , —

today who will admit that they haye committed any kind of sinol
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@in one of Shakw - is a good example of what
—_—
sin will do for us. You remember this lotted to ki he king. 5S¢ _that

her husband could take his place. And when MacBeth quivered and weakened -

carried through the plot - stabbed the king - while he slept in their castle.
—_— 7 — e

She washed her hands of the blood and for awhile, the deed was hid. Her husband
("‘J 4
was crownewn—g - and she beca—me/Que'e'n. But the deed was not done - when it was

done. It sent out some/}_i.nes of poison and death which reached far and near.

L

Even to her soul. "’firxe blood kept coming back to her hands - though it seemed to
— ———————, v

her. She was known to wash those hands often. And she talked about those spots

- she says, once, twice, why then 'tis time to do it, Hell is merky. Yet, who

would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him. w these

hMHere is the smell of the blood still. @he erfume of
=i —e per v

Arabia, will not sweeten this little hand. Oh, w. That is in Act 5, Scene 1.

i

Alright, g are we to do with Lady MacBeth's hands; Of course, she

only imagined that the blood was still there. But what are we going to do to

convince her, Shall we her it is all in her mind. It really wasn't. There
- =y Wag

had been blood on her hands.

Now, if you wouldn't be much ng_F - telling the poor woman that she killed
T -—-ﬁ

the King. That wouldn't help a whole lot. But, would anything justify her taking

life from another. Surely(shgwas a product of her.l%me, her society, her natiom,

her religi_t%n, or her parents or country. And@ she could blame the social
. o . s 7

order for what happened. I wonder if that wou%i{help.

Are we to reason that she had been conditioned to believe that it was wrong

to kill - and therefore excuse her. Just as@ reaction to a frustration.

-
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And then there was the (:;;Q the fast cars, the endless

PG% the_vﬂ:fﬁlfcgl, the il;llgﬁ_ - will these things h pt_'? No, there is still
—— E

—
the blood.

And Shakesphere's play whispers the word - foul whisperings are abroad,

unnatlw, breWs, ians. God forgive us all.

Look after her.

Th@ of the trouble lay beyond any position or skill - an
o

thing that could be employed was (@ivine help,
sV ie T

—

There is @ews for Lady MacBeth = and- More needs that

/ﬂ
she had, the un_gearchable riches that(God will forgive us all, Yes, the good

news is - there is forgiveness. The ancient Jew found something of this in

the (scape goaty and the sacrifices that were placed on the altar.

It was in@ confession and repentance - such as David experienced.
~7 —

In the Psalms. And the Prophets.

But it is clearest in Jesus Christ. His life and teachings, and death -

the @ Jes hrist can cleanse and that blood alone, from all sin. If

@ say we have fid) sin, we deceive ourselves. And the truth is not in us. If
oY

we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and cleanse

IS

us from all unrighteousness. @
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— 1; ound this was true. As a spoiled daughter of a very
= _
wealthy parent, she had everything — tried everything - including thfeé
thy page =l ted evervy uding((chree
. And@___of_ﬁﬂ@lf—m She became anm\,and a drug addict
She was in and out oflhospitals of all kinds. Ciii;é;gg;} that she had - real
N~ /
and imaginary - she trie@g%éié%ﬁé} At last,(;izgagib advised her to try God.
But ghe laughed)i eir face. And later she returned to her home in the Mid-West.
She found a (letter )_from this Christian couple who promised to . And
_“v e

who asked her to read a lit magazine) that they had sent her. She read the

Schomaker.

to her words. As she tells what happened. I stood up and dropped

the book. I did what I had done before. I went over to the bed, got down
y

on kneesy and said - if you are anywhere around, I wish you would help me
@p = =t AR

first

/
ntitled - I/t Is NevFr Too Late To Start Over:/liy,;g:. Samuel

because I sure need it.

In about nute - it was all over. Of course, there are no words.
All I know is, it was more like ;éé ;;;1 shower bat@ _,_Lt_tlﬁaIﬁ
also felt welcome. I had never had a home. And have neq\@_t_madﬁyne. I felt
B
= £ -

welcwd and fo;g_iven. And I know exactly who this was, I, who, had never

known anything of God in my whole life - knew exactly who this was.

74
After a while, I stood up and said, thank you very much, sir. I.don't
kn‘ELanf_ymin_g about this and I will have to start from scratch. But 1'11 tell

you one thing - I'll never touch a drop of liquor as long as I live. And I

never have./eople said, I wish I had your Ehé;ﬁgter. Well, I don't have any
(__________-—-f

s ; e for a woman °S ;; lto et on_her knees and
character. It doesn't make sens g ‘

Something had been added alright, a

20 minutes later - to get up with character.
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plus, and this plus is in the shape of a cross. And you and I call hi@

Christ.

<§;;;;;;;;;§ is a priceless thing. It is very costly. And it can only

come out of love, with a repentent sinner. God was in Christ Jesus

reconciling the world unto himself. Behold, the manner of love that the Father
et

hath bestowed upon us. That we should be called the sons of God.

The forgiveness of God, will bring great healing in this world, and to

your life.

Yes, the unsearchable riches - say that you are worth something as an

individual. It also says that forgiveness can become yours.

III. HOPE BEYOND THE GRAVE

e—

The last thing about the unsearchable riches - we want to say just a word.

Is that This is @ot} easy to talk about. And of course, we

all die. But we don't like to talk about it. But(we nust say something here.

that is to the 16uter e@ And it is(Eargz to prove that we
N\

are going to(survivedas a person. Beyond the grave. And some people say we

ought to accept extinction. Or we ought to take a reason - that people who

believe they return just dust. The might To preserve their

bodies for the Esfgf;ifsn American (Indiang placed an extra pair of moccasins
\ s
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beside the body of the dead, just in case the happy hunting ground was farther
than one pair would take him. All of these, are natural feelings about the
—

beyond.

sided with the believers —CJohn 11:25.) He talked about the kingdom

of Heaven. And the glorious fact that everything would be changed. Would Christ

be not risen - we are all men most miserable. But now as -is risen from the

dead, and become the first fruits of them that slept. I Ceor. 15:17-20.

—— e ———

E sasy for us to speak about Heaven. That unlimited country.
We know thﬁcripturesa - that they use the highest words on earth. They talk
abou tl;e most precious meti]’._, in the ancient world. The being
paved with it. The rivers of water that will be there - in to the dry

thirsty ground of this earth. And a city, where all of these pilgrims could go.

And@that will be of the highest. And yet, this is not enough to describe

the indescribeable. @hath not seen, norheard neither have entered into
= L/ ealle

the heart of man the things that God has prepared for them that love him. I Cor,

239,

S

I Beloved, now are we the sons of God and it dth not appear what we shall
P

now do. We know that when he shall appear that we shall be like him. But we

shall see him like he is. (I John 3:2)

Jesus said, @my Father's house are many mansions. And we have our own

private homes and dwelling places here. Rented homes, resting places for the

night. And Jesus uses this as a figure that people — he illustrates, he cheers

them on his journey) That when they arrive, there will be a waiting place in the

e
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Father's house, of many lodgings. He is going to prepare a room for you. And

then I am going to come again, and receive you unto myself.

Could w@ home here, or with endless rooms. Favorites

for me. No wonder, it is(g ) upon grace. It is unsearchable riches.
= [ = S —

I read th that was told to be the truth. Of one who had curiosity
of what Heaven was like. It was on the ﬁétem frontier,z @hﬂ last

of her family was dying in her cabin, and a good doctor was with her. As she

felt life ebbing, she said, I know I am going to die and I am not afraid. But

o &hiﬂk it is going to be like, in just a few minutes. The doctor was

Christian too, but he hardly knew how to answer such a question. He heard a
r

scratching at the door of the cabin. Do you hear that noise, he asked her.

She replied, what is it, it is my\do Jacl He has been out waiting for me.

And he has become tired of waiting there in the cold and the dark. And he wants

to come in here to be with his master. He has never been in this room. He doesn't

know whether it is hot or cold in here. he knows is, that his master is in
7--—-—-—'7" e e e e —

here, and he wants to be with him. If he can put his head on my knee and feel

the pat of my hand, that would be Heaven for him. Don't you reckon it will be
— ?—-—-_ =

that way with us. If we can be with the Lord, won't that be Heaven.

That is one thing the unsearchable riches of Jesus offers. But the big

( questiog is -Qare we _going to do with these rJ.ches? Shall we keep them

for ourselves and make fun of others - when Jesus says we are dear for him.
e ————— e, prame——

And that he died for them too. And\what)of all our sins}.7

Are we going to keep

on worrying about them when Jesus has already offered to forgive us. And are

we always going to be fearing death, when we have the opportunity of fellowship
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with God.

(insteaa of the riches of ist. @you in
C today instead of eating at the Lord's table. Affma 3

America. And done well. Got married and sent

Jworks hard in

His children to school. Always
dreamed to return to theg At last, he had enough money. He
bought his ticket and he lived on very little while he was traveling on the
ship. He bought himself some cheese and crackers and took them aboard the
ship. When the meals were served, he would go dozE_Eg_gigfxnnm and eat his
cheese and crackers. The(first/day, he made out alright - he was going back

home. But soon he got awfully tired of those cheese and crackers. On the

@Ma, he was approached by a(fello@ traveler. Tell me, he said,

——

how much does a in the dining room. A meal, the man said, I have

no idea. Why do you ask. The poor man told his story. He said, I have a

little money. But I am so tired of cheese and crackers, that I thought I

might eat one meal before I got off of the ship. @W&Mh
7 =

My friend, he exclaimed, don't you know that the

ticke.;. There has been ‘ogu at the table and the meal has been

served - and you have been living off of cheese and crackers.

Now that ig very sad, And so it is, for ¢ today who live off of the
€ gmLsad) ' off of th
f this world, when God has prepared a great banquet of life. And love,

and we need t@and see that the Lord is good.

means that God is@enough to match every situation, any

situation that l_i:_f__c_a‘ may bring to us. There is nothing of light, darkness,

sunshine, or shadow, but what God is adequate.
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OgE_Egig;E_ZEE is the untrackable, unexploreable riches. Boundless
o i /

resources of Christ - to meet every need of sinful humanity.



