alie

what John says here., What does fire do?
firelreveals. ,?Ké?;

world that reveals like fire, If I put a piece of metal

For one thi s nothing in the

like gold,—-there is one way of finding out whether it

is d or not. Put it in the fire. OSome people can make

the final test ofkg;gmgegga by putting them in the fire,
to the fire test., Perhaps I might ruin a diamond by putting
it in the fire, but there are those who can test a diamond

by fire, It brings out the real qualitieg.

Fire is a revealing thing. I Cor, 3:13. In the coming
day of Christ, the{fire shall try)every man's work, of what

sort it is...what Christ will do when he comes, the Holy

Spirit does #ioday with the individual. The Holy Spirit is

revealing to you yourself, and when Jesus comes, he is

—

going to reveal your works as to what kind they are.
e i

r

" Now John said, he_shall beptize you with the Holy Ghost

and with fire, And if you think sbout this text, you can-

not help but be convinced and believe in-yeurtreart that
ﬁh{ﬁris earnestly what you need and what I neeq) And if we

pray for this, and if we yearn for this, and if we're given

this, what will take place?

M e B R O

a2l 1 S
oo S B g Fohs -
sm but the comi

baptize in the Holy Spirit and fire. Life in the coming

age is in thQ:sphoroior the spirit, Spirit and fire are

eoupled with one preposition as a double baptism.(Broadus)
e

takes fire i on, like the use of the.
fan. As the humblest of servants, Johg‘gglt unwg;&EgSto
take off the sandels of the coming one, and he illustrates

in verse twelve how that the fan is used to _se s and
e R

the fire will burn up with unquenchable thirst the threshi
T N P

floor, the wheat, thed‘iff, the straw, the stubble,--the

fire will furnish a(life-like pictur. The fire here is
oy,

Just as in verse 11, he will thozgggggx_glganag, He will

(Enas§}£5925§iés;ﬁg_§§29 and will meke clean.,
We read :U(Esaiah h:h? when the Lord shall have washed
away the filth of the ghters of Zion, and shall have

from the midst thereof by

purged thg_blood of Jerusal

the spirit of judgment and the p;_;&_gf_nnznégﬁl Here
we know that the @uxt Zig symbolic of fire and of burn-
ingo
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The&izlt_%mwgg}s also given here in John 16:
8—11.-@hen the comforter)j.;_m, he will reprove the
/ —

world of gin and righteousness and of judgment." Those

three things,--The Holy Spirit _'__11% do, John says, when

he comes, and one is that of judgmént. Who would deny

this?

The Holy §g;£' i gfé;nv;cts of sig You and I can never

convict people of sin. For the (heart is deceitful)above

all things and desperately wicked., And about as hopeless
e—
a thing as anybody ever attempted to do was to try to

convince someone else that he's a sinner before God. You

Just cannot do it, éod does not asg us Eg, do #t, ox depend
upon us to do it, but there is who can do it, and that

is the gpirit of judgment,-~the Holy Spirit.

It's simplm as we think that in one(moment ’

the Holy Spirit can come to an unregenersted sgul, whatever

the sin, and oyerwhelm him li,th the sense of sinfulness

before God, and cause him to cry out for mercy from God.
"

That is what we (need in our.churches| today. We need to
cease in ¥rying om our part to try to convince men and

convict men, but we need to count upon the Holy Spirit

who can c¢onvince men of sin and of the need of righj@us-

ness and of the judgment to come. We need to pray for

-l

that sort of conviction in our church, Time and time apain
we have/known of individualswho heve been worldly, but

when the Spirit takes a hold, that individualssobs, and

- ‘
he is miserable, he has way in all his

life, and he does dot know what's the matter with him,

he can't tell you, but the 8pirit of God can convince

him of sine

The Spirit of God is not only that to convince of sin

and of righ‘ae'ousness s and of judgment to come, but John

sw Matt 3:11. And we

might connect this verse w, where we read,

tThere appeared unto th

cloven tongggs, as of fire,"

e—

Time and time again we have this mentioned as in

(.11 Tim, 1:6.2 We are told to stir up the gift of God that
o ey
is in us. This stir up means to gtir ug into 2 ;M.

the gift that is in us. In other words, the Holy Spirit

is a fire in_ the soul that receives him, and what we need

to do with the fire is to stir it up, to keep it going.

Through study and thinking through this suhject@a:h

does fire do, a_x;__g;y)i Wﬁat does fg’ G do?; Think about




s, |

Spirite God has ways of cleansing and of purging out that

which is wrong and evil. Lok _a.xﬁen. 19:2 éa The Lord
rained ugoz Sodom and G’t‘imgfraa brimstone and fire...these

two wicked cities were/ evil and full of iniguities...there
N ———— /.’

was guilte..the mlt{tudes were doing evil. All kinds of

injustioes..wm_gbout them, we say that the way
of peace, the Sodomites knew nob.

in their doings, they made themselves crooked paths, and

There was no judgment

all who were therin knew not peacg...their transgressions
were multipligd before God,

Judgment was turned away back-
ward...:)ustlce stood afar off, and truth was crushed in the

streets. They had cast off God's altar and none that did

good., They were busy, an it and it img. ,\

There were all kinds of crimes, LQ'_B_Qle_Q_uﬂ_a.nda_nLnnj.%eS,

~--1nclesness. ‘Jude %ggke of Sodom and Gomorrah and the citie%

about them as giving themselves over to forndeationzand

going after strange flesh., God tolz Lot) to_hasten, o get '
,

out, to run, and noti__t_q__t_a_rry, and that is God's message to

you.Q ua:.nt now thyself mth him... ehg]‘g. now is_the |
accepted time, e ome now, let us reason t_oggya God told
-—-——-—-‘-——7 ~

him not to look behind.

He was @r

them, Read Malachi 3:10

A

God's demands are to be obeyed.

Wim_u.?e purged

:Lng those cities of sin.

SN T
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Why of course, it will be a ;ggl.é_&lagn,_revealing as f;‘re
reveals, as you have never even dreamed of.. You will see

augael i) of vanity,, porsonal anbitien, pride, and I

solf-oontorod. It will be with you if you receive the Holy

Spirit, as the s he will give you a revel-

ation of self that will bruly be humbling. It would beé:gtf
teritm:' the Holy Spir ur character than

to wait until the day when the fire shall reveal your work,

as to whether or not it is of hay or stubble, and it will

go up into smoke.

Fge reveals., Ig fixodus 3:1-2;;?19 read that the Lord

appeared to /in a flame of fire out of the midst of

a bush, and as h‘e‘ lo the bush burned with fire, and

revealed unto Moses. The burning bush revealed the task

to Moses, and the trugh that God wanted hgv to lead his

people. It was also a revelation of the type of the church

as persecution, for we remember that the ch is te

through this, how that it will go through persecution, and

how that it will be able to stand all of these trials.

illustrated what éesus promiaed! that_the gates of hell

shall not prevail against it. 'The (burnin is also a

symbpol, I' think, of‘wery ohild Zof God‘ iE %‘s fiery trial.

|
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When through fiery trials thy pathway shall lie 3
My gracé all-sufficient shall be thy supply.
} The flames shall not hurt thee, I only design

. Thy dross %o consume and thy gold to refine.

:-, 1‘!120111 that on Jesus hath leaned for repose
I will not, I will not desert to its foes.
That soul though all hell shall endeaver to shake »

I'll never, no, never, no, never forsake.

Thus we see here an illustration of immortality, that

he who doeth the will of God abideth forever,

L l-aleanses, or purifies.—l (7) }CUL '. 3:5’) "\ !

There is nothing that cleanses like fire. If you have g

a piecepfi_{ig;d,;and th_egﬁe.__:i,g_gj,;;‘ on the outside and you

want to get rid of the dirt, then you can take soap and

water and wash, you might wipe it off, but suppose that

dirt is in the very metal itself,--the only way to get

it out is to through it into the fire.
isc true)within your heart, the sin that is here on the

outer life, it may be easy for you to manage it. 'The
b dabu I it ;

The same thing

-7-

water of the word will wash it off, without any trouble,

But what about that which is (desp down yn the souly==that

inner iife. The power of the Holy Spirit will ro;}.m in

a moment more than all of the processes that you might

apply for 200 years to come.

UE to the dax of‘Pentecosg, how full W -

see e Up to.theflast 5 there was quarrelis about,
who was going to be the g;;@_‘;t, and not one of them would

he _pne of whom
could say, we are his cousins. ‘M’ ould say, I take care

of the money in this concern: And no one would wash _anyone 's|
feet until the Lord had to gird himself with a towel and go

wash anyone else's feet.

the master seid, upon thee I will bld

around, and do it himself. They were all full of self, but

after Pentecost, it wasénot selfz but Christ} Before the ‘

crucifixion, and before the resurrectlon, how many powers

there were, Peter denied his Lord three times, and yet
iR A

we read in Acts L;8-10k that he was a changed man...he stood
before the counsel that condemned Christ to death, and
"ye.nﬂ-ara-nf..’.o.be_yeogle
and elders of Israel, if we this day be examined of the

looked them in the face and said,

good deeds done" and he went on to proclaim Christ to

them.l@hat had changed hz.mh’ It_was the cleansing of the |
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sun, giving them a EE&Q all day long, so that the
God oan put in you a fervent spirit, and it will be a

scorching sun nover b toucheo they in all that time. The
ﬁoihin‘ lpiﬁ.‘h) and if it is to boll, it must be near the
( point)we are making is, that this light illuminates. And

-9-

the Holy Spirit in like manner, illuminates the darkness

and makes it light for us. It dispels the darkness and =
: f poinding the scrip t did it. And this strange
gives us protection in the day. It gives us light.

l fire is not the kind of fire that Nadab offered. Instead

. it is supernatural, It is not the¢/false fire

SN h
Another illustration as to how the fire illuminates. , 5
0:11 speaks, behold all , that com-

3
We could go with the &eeg}lebrew childrei into the fiery ‘
e pass yourself about with sparks, walk in t f your

furnace of Nebuchadnezzar, and we could see how the fire o
— : fire. . Ye shall lie down in sorrow., So there is a divine
lighted up end illuminated those three Chris n who

fire which is the gift of God, and this fire will came and
were walking through that fire.

purge out and cleanse’ }our life, 3 \,’JJ ol
% @4 W “‘—)’ e .

5. § Warmed W Towt B ST -
-s# ¢ ° 3 iConsume - Fire consume

Fi is something that gives heat, it warmg...an
ire is something gl s In(lizekiel 2_3:2—;}, Jerusalem is canpared to a cauldron

open fire scene...you may see here warmth agd__gpm.tm;;
put into a hot fire upon sinfulness in a consuming way.

Y T A So it is with us...the fire of the (Ho sume
You can tgke a cold bar A
- l those things within us which are displeaging to (God, such
i !
\
}

from the fire. You g

it not long

d iron, and put it into an oven, a furnace, and it will
Tt TG S ' as vanity, pride, temper, personal ambition, uncleaness of
— -_— e —————— b s

g «
get bright rad, it will glow, it will_mm_;p.
Now when we think about howe’

——-but when Jesus comes in and he plunges us bnto the fire

all kinds, bowesa 5 heais_t._r-gp_g_ness, W—Et_i, high-minded,

everything that would(hinder and hamper a Christiag) the
Holy Spirit will consume and burn it ggt of your life.

that John talks about, we began to grow warm.

|
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You will find that this fire will consume (I Kings 18:38)

"Then the fire of the Lord fell...and licked up the water
that was in the trench.®

Ui 1 Zaok ne 2 piity S0
Fire is something that(g:wes 1;gh1:!..it burns brightly.

In Qohn 5:25! 1t(sgﬁ gaaé E was a @! gnd shining

light. He was a lamp that burneth and shineth, shineth \

because it burned, vam_m_thamﬂ.d..mmes_ |

from fire, The light that we have in m is that
which is produced foom fire, w, and the Holy

Ghost illuminates, and certainly this fire of the Holy
Spirit coming into your life will give you light to live

and to guide you by. | 4 |

he Dible, they

est book they've ever read, Now I'm |
not speaking in a bad m.a.bbut the Bible, but I'm pointing |

would say it's the dd]

B

out to you that there are some people today whe think that
the Bible is a.dull book. You read it because you have to.

Some of you-study a little passege because you have Yo,

and some of you would prefer to read trashy novels, and

some of you would prefer to read such things as Life maga-
zine or the funuy papey, th,_g_n_nu_mum-. but when

you have this fire, the Ho

God's book will shine !‘,i.th his glory snd with new light
for you. The Holy Spirit ligh‘ta up.

It is very much 1i
before them in the daytime, and the pi

traveled by night. When they started out from Egypt on

the night of thigassovég; the night the firstborn was

slain, there appeared a_great fire colum}, and its position

was just over Mpses, the 'phce it occupied until the

taberna . And when the tabernacle was built

the natural position of the cloud by day and the fire
night was over the tabernaclg. lhen theg? were moving,

, s ] e Cfftiny AN f St Crnls e

if that cloud stogggd, gxo&_ﬂstggge o The next day,

if the cloud sterted the people got réédy and followed

after it. In the nightime that cloud was a great column

light, brighter than any eleckiric light now to be seen
in our pteceities. It Aliunipated thelaniize.camp) o

that o ni ht ﬂﬂr touched them in the L0 years

'a...

aﬂg&w then the ;E;L;_e became

a cloud and spreed o¥ex. them and kept between them and the

As soon
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flowed together, So it is when the spirit of God works

inia man's heart, It consumes and it warms his soul. It

communicates to him w_nuhi;, and such also is the

effect of the Holy Spirit upon the soul. Thg heart of man
is by nat s——cold toward QBQ, cg];d_g_o_mg_m_ﬂm.pw
creatures, but this has an effect and an influence of doing
S

away with this chilhng influeme and g:l.ving him warmth,
J,

C'f‘a%r‘é‘ﬁ:sna‘e??cy in E
Dol e

Fire, the man of science will tell us, gives heat,

and it can gengrate forms of energy through this heat. The

<fiigven pon

them on the 4

By of Pentecost. And then there was power,

3,000 sduls were saved that day. It generates energy and

Ak

power,

And where the(spirit is lac gﬁ,; the (___w@
as at the feast of Cana, they ran out of wine...we have
a feast of good things, good teaching, igood breaching,
good churches, and all of that a super abundance, but

there!s a lack of spiritual power...this spiritual wine

Y

And then we get ove of God and the love Bor

porishing men, It is one of the@mmm_
oW..for me tn the pulpit that glow and are warm,

\
for men and women who sit in the pews to be warm, and aglow.

Whagoold thinggd we are sometiies, We stand up and preach
" e
with faultless sentences and we give logie, and we construct

argument.;, we preaw;amn_agggg op_heaven ahd hell

and judgment, and our 7 diences jist
sit _out there and admirg, and go away saying what a remark-

able sermon that was. We are convinced that intellect may'
be there, but that does not melt the heart, We must have

g fire of the Holy Spirjt, that people may be melted, and

there will be warmth in their hearts and in their souls.

That is what we "Eed in ogg ggw l...one goes and lis-
twmn& it's beautiful .from every standpoint,

no one could ever find a flaw in it, and yet does it con-

vey that warm;bg that will produce conversion? Do we just

listen to hear music? What beautiful singing! Does it
e R R e

bring us to our knees and cause us to ery out to God for
mercy? !

That is what we negc'i in our gundax Sohooﬂ tlasses, We
have many helps today in preparing the lesson. The teachers
know_about thelegy and the Ristorical setting, and they

/
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kqg!_g_ggggnggal about why this is so and why that is

not so, but where is the fire, where is this fire that

warms, this old fashioned teaching that will bring a glow
e B

and warmth to the scholars and those whe listen that will

bring them to Christ. . 0 S -

ciples on the road §9<§ﬂﬁﬁ!§>ﬂ§ll£§z "Did not our hearts

burn within us?! They had warm hearts, - Now we've got -
e e

orthodoxy, but in our Christian experience we need this
SS——

burning. A man may have a lot in his he;d, but _he may
have a cold heart, it may not be warm.

some churches are rozen)together when they should be

(melted) to r. We have p}gggg_gg_ggggggg;y,uplggtx of
-teaching, Pl€531_22‘ngix%ég,wplanty;aiptha-abuadAfggyof
the good things in our midst. We agree that we are slow

Someone has said

to search and to seek and to open for the feeling and the
enduement of ite

Some of us are so afraid of getting out on a limb that
we never get up the tree on this business of getting warm
spiritually as the Holj Spirit would furnish the fire for

ite

Let us keep firmly in mind now that this fire has a

<§g£}£xigg_ig@lunacoﬁ5 Did you ever see a blast furnase.

How long would it take a man to take a hammer and a

. ings Boing down and melt

-15- B

chisel, and to beat a pibce of iron into pleces? Bub you

can put that piece of iron in that great uilucr and pile

the fire and soon it is a burning mass, and a greal phream
of piuredand fluid metal which will be free from all of the

dross and rubbish parted. The fire has conquered it and

melted it and purified it., 8o it is with the Holy Spirit

as his love is shed abroad in our hearts., All other

cleansing is superficial, like the water !

—-Moralities and the externals of religion will wash away

the foulness which lies on the surface, but stains that
have sunk deep in the very substance of the soul and have
dyed every thread in the garment are not so easy to get rid

of

- Therefore this consuming fire...did you ever watch the

work

You had the privilege of

seeing the fire work in some of these odd.honges on Liberty
Street. As they were burning ?{e fire was certainly

conguming, and in the midst of fubble, you could see build-

just in a matter of 5 or 10

minutes. - That's th

e

midst of

onsuming in the

e the bolts and the bars and the plumbing and

the works that fire has achieved, All these things have

A4 J y

- fzdal” 1 < S p—
Tl Tne i/ Do,

/
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Te “rs—preads n

It doesn't take long before reads out and takes

what @ver is next to it ,—:W:.whatever is next to
it Wt will have some influence upon jt. You remember in

wand a little oil lamp or lantern with a

flickering flame...and the cow kicked it over and it

caught toosome hay, them it caught the stable afire and

the, next building and the next, and the fire spread over

the main part of Chicago, until all that around for thrge

miles, not a_building stood, Just a little flame, a little

fire from one little lantern, and you set it on fire and
it communicates with the nexit, and the next, and the next,
. ThBible sa;sjb'e shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost

apd with fire, and it spreads, it goes to the-next and the

next, it'll spread as it moves through the church...one

individual on fire and it will spread bo the next, Oh
> i

that we could get some fire started...some coals burning,

a movement that would touch other lives.

AndG;gﬁ gentl& this comes about. This fire will spread
i o

very gently from one place to another,. It reminds me of

™

a‘g*rreenhouse; You know these Muge greenhouses. They put

heat in them and this heat will make even the barren tree
A ——————

5 Ty
that we need so desperately. All is vain, unless the
spirdte.."It is not by might nor by power, but by my

spirit, saith.the Lord-of hostesh Leohs L6 This is

L )of of our churches., It is summarized

4

in the{Words spoken to J the father who sought

to_get mlp for his gon, from the disciples at the foot
of the mount of transfiguration; besought thy disciples
to cast him out and they could not, We_m_pmmlgs,

they said, we cannot do it, we have the equipmept, we have
o

the program, we have the activities, but I wonder i£
it i o TR D

churches are doing more er doing less. Do we have the

fire?
Never have we siz‘itohedéo much wire\lout with less
power in it. ALl of this is vain unless the spirit of
tlm_nm_nnmnﬂ_dm....und do we have this power,
If l'lf ceased His work,)many church m &

know_the difference, Many church members today would

never know the difference. (Eike Samao@ he wist kot that

the Lord's Spirit had departed from him. What a revelation

it wase

It is the same revelation_ of th E It

was loveless and didn't know it. The the M
was lifeless and didn't know jt. The church aw
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was lukewarm and didn't know it.

———————

need to do a

I wonder if we do not

w some of our church
members, The only thing tha : Niagara)is for it
to_freeze., The same. trouble stops a church, We freege
up. Now when we think ﬁ_gpgﬁ m!ﬁf’ tfwre was a time when
the spirit was with him, It is stated
of the Lord can & Mg had nothing in his
hand. Perhaps 'vahm today

of our own choosing., It was the invisible weepon in Samsons

€a88, It was also the same with‘ Gidafi God wanted some-

thing weak in his hand, It is not by might or by power.

We cannot meet W M} of_cgr__ag_e_in_aam_ymor.
We are afraid to prove God, And wi&orrgm the world's

program of pep and propaganda’ and we cannot borrow power.

The power that works the works of God is different from

that of the world, And we _deve hat

i

get-um salesmansgg in our church, @nd instead of getting
on/dur imeds) and talkin er with God and letting his
_-—'-—-——7) > W'y f H

Spirit work,

We neWénough to know our {needi) iie

need to umble) enough tolac

And we need

to_wenough to ﬂ.ay hold) upon this spiritual
- 7

need which we have, The Spirit génerates heat for us, and

|

|

!

w=thin

energy. For illus
factory may have the best machinery, for turning ou‘ :
—___.__—-—

whatever it produces...someone may show you the great |.
100hp #ngineg, that will turn the wheels f the faotory,
—————————

you may go upstairs and look at the fine machinery, and

you We man, did you say that this was the bost
machinery in the country, producing what, what do you turn
out here? Then the man may tell you all about it, and say
everything is all in here, the wheels oughb toymoveso,

what's wrong? And then he will take you back downstairs,

and into the engine rooms, and he will open the door, and

ke will say, look in there, there is the explanation,--no

firelig E& eboxsz Well, we could go to many of our
\ ! ch e t
(c_h.xrches! be%matchles choirg, eloguen
preschihg, speaking like Appollos, the machinery is all of

the . best, but not a whe@l in the whole institution will
No fire in the firebox,

turn for God, What is the matter?

. We need this fire.of Go individuals and as a church,

We need the spirit of burning which can generate in us this

energy which we so desperately need. Fire produces or

generates energy. .
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' 1 grow with blossoms, and with branches, and with precious

: fruit., The fire is able to do that, to produce fruit, and

. : s 9 to bring about that change...quietly, gently, the fire
. ~ Jds VA J[Jo(fa abru .,' bringe all the heat which spreads its usefulness to the

g y /, Peee plant.

o
e e

Fire penetrates. It will seargh ou},,and 0 through the

hardest piece of metal. Kven individuals here this morning

who say, "I could never be one op fire as you've been talk-
ing about this. morning."

tho can have it? ,Z}Ev_gr_y_ggg_oﬁ_y. You say,

Is there anything fhat is not unworthy? The great pinpoint

. in anybody's life can be when he M_lnere, and

you can know that you can be baptized with the Holy Spirit,

and God can use you, and with fire, it says. Now there are

lots of people vﬁm@@“ﬁ. and 0 God, how we need
this fire today, this love, the WOM for lack
Sl

M . J‘—‘V‘? ' S Mo MM,_, of this love of Jesus. In the upper room, the disciples

"‘\wm ———— _3‘;)?)01/ ,V?;é.).?, 54‘ /9{” /Q\,'M() 7 got it while they were sitting. We sometimes have the
) el * Sy Py 7 563 17 - ;

W4 /a; ! myﬁz,‘?,é z ﬂ"’“&"‘%) impression that it was while they .were on their knees, It
A~ ity Lpsd 5797 7T

, - says, "And it filled all the house where they were sitting.
CJ.M._ D R ey IR — A [
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and there appeared cloven tongues like as of fire and

it sat upon each of them."

It seems %o

me that thi re today is broodlnélover
every person he oday. ~Qo you want :L'o? It will burn.

Do ou want i

It's very

inall the world, fo 2

to be comple t.el dedicated» t

ca v

Wlt may cost him if he has it. .

D i Irresistible l

Fire is an irresistible...it moves...it touches, and
" i 7

somehow God's spirit (goday is_touching hearts)here, and

it's an irresistible force at its coming...and it may be

sudden, You may(not expect)it to tp life today.

I remember reading the story of i

the splrlt of God, and the fire.-

_pr eaching .

And he was -talking about something that had_haw

years ago in his sermon., 4And Mgmere there

and the man said to his wife, "Come on, we will not stop

here any longer,
pened more_ than 1800 years ago.

He is talﬁlgingabputfsgmgthing that hap-
What is that to us." But

they were fascinated...the truth of God came to their

"’—;

m%;w) Tt will cost you something,
It's one of the most expensive things

033
hearts, and when they were home they took_down the Iibie,

and sald, is it possible that these old truths have heen

here so long and we have not known it. And it was L0 A

flash that God's Spirit touched both of their lives and
B o

they were saved, The Spirit's cominq/ ouddenly? and cmn-

whelmingly upon them. So it is with God's Spirit, It

is an irristible force that moves, and people need to
____———“_”_7 ________—-——-——"""

open the way and let that spirit possess them,
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