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"THE TEST OF PROSPERITY"

Proverbs 24:10

the prophet, is to find

Last we found God seeking a ma T;,.UW_JT;
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a replacement for Saul We can all learn a lesson from our friend, David, a
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shepherd, who was chosen. He met the test!

; '%f ’Ifhou‘ faint in the
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day of adver51ty, Thy strength is small" % If you falnt if you give up, if you
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quit, if you throw.in the sponge when the going gets tough, it just proves that

s

your strength was small, even though you did not think it was,

Efdvcr51t 315 a to%gh test on us. That little verse tells the story.
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( Jeremlah 12 S5)also gets the idea across. 12:5 ~ﬂ'If you have ruu,w;th fqotnen
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a.nd they’have tired you out, thenwh,pxg .San_you compete with horses"q That is a
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reference to the buffetings of the time in which we live.

@'ou have run along-side th;nfantryme;l and gotten weary, what are

you going to do when the Cavalry comes along? If you can't ke
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¢§§&é’ how are you going to make it in the tgighett? If you can't handle the
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¥ land, how would you do when you fight in the swam27
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There are a s_of adversity -- there arc the ph&s&cal Some of you

—
are sick. Some have lost.close loved ones. It is hard to bear.
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Now 1f you falnt when you are hgalgpy, what are you going to do when your
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heglth is gone,
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There is flngpslﬁ; adversity, financial reversal, loss of wealth., I talked

(sl

he said when he went to work at_age 16, he worked «22. hours

per hour! His pay did’ not avera%g one dollar per
i S

gain wealth - for wealth certalnly
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makes itself wings, like an eagle that flies toward the Heavens. You have set

your heart on getting rich, you have set your heart on a temporal goal. It will

leave -- just like that.

And _4 %Mt Letting any youngera Do_you notice that? People are

getthéwq}d, even I have a Birthday each Year and it happens fast,

I read the other day a thought that could apply to the subject of growing

older.

*"Everythln hurts and what does not hurt, does not work. qupmlipglg“black
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book contains onIy names ending in MD, You flnally reach the top of the ladder

------

and you find it leaning against the wrong wall, You loogﬁﬁqnwaxd,tq a dull
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evening. You sit in a rocking ;hai%kand cannot get it going, Your knees buckle
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and your belt will not. Your back goes out more than you do. The little gray-
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haﬁﬁggwlaQngou help across the street is your wife., You see a pretty pgirl go by,

and your pacemakgr makes the garage door go up." hﬁdﬁé}sitx‘in

Y the Scottish writer said, "Ah, adver51ty is _hard on.a man, Aye,
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but qu’pneﬂyho can hag?le prosperity, there are a hunngd that can handle adversity."
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elevation frequently leads to prlde and a fall Lt g
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'I']:.’gk%mwho go through ‘gdv_ersz.l:}_g you lcgve and !fgg%];)-,mth them, but you get
a little worried about those that suddenly get 1£%§{erous

Because in the § : da_s_there is a basic _goal in life, that is survival,
you stlck it out -- you start haV1ng'pra ef agalu, you, com back to God.
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&;Egrﬁhes_are dated 1n the dhys of dqpress%Pn. Pegg}f go back

to God when the bottom drops out.

But when

o

it is prosperous, we tuck our thumbs under our suspenders and

strut like a peacock

Prosperity was the thing that deve
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to anybody.

I do qg}

fear, for you who are engaged in a tine of adyersity, but there is a

word from God for those who are enjoying the backwash of prosperity.

high

, do not

) There is a warning. It begins --ﬁDo not 11ft Lup your 1 horn on
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speak with insolent pride. For not from the east, nor from the
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west, nor from the desert comes exaltation. But God is the judge; IHe puts

down one, and exalts another."

Isn't it marvelous of our God to do that?

e ranJa late one night.

&
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the warning says, guard '« You are being blessed of
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God. It seems like ever g.you are touchlng is fﬁ%&iﬁg od has blessed
some of you materially,
Solomon wrote "Let another praisc you, and not your own mouth; a stranger
and not your own 11ps
Do not drop names or hints, do not toot your own horn. Do not speak of pride.
Wwwm@mﬁwn PRI
& 0_your perspective. Your promotlon your exaltation, did not
e R S e ——— -
just happen along like a breeze through the window.
It came from the soveign hand of Cod, who looks down, judged things correctly,
3 1 1 1
and said, "Thét‘ggggon will become the object of my favor."
ou_have that you did not receive?
Guard against pride, keep your prospective.
N\
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On the other end was a good friend of his church. He was in his late thirties.
PR . ;m%
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He had bee that had been blessed by God with incredible

growth. [Ile was second in charge. Ilis voice broke -- "I have tragic news, and
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I have a prayer request." What is it? He saidg
. haYe. 2 PIaver. Teduss s
his g&£§233nd two_other members of the family were L;;;QQﬁ}n an aﬁigégggrgq;

while flying back from Northern California." And he said "I have just gotten

.) And I am suddenly a mié%%gg@i;g, he said,

FERRETET

( "would you pleaseﬁg;gx-for me that I will be able to handle that promotlonﬁ::D

the years that have passed I haye been thankful that I have not been An his shoes,
lie has not llfted h&gf orn.on high. lle has not lost his perspective. The results
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have been God's greater favor, the company keeps on growing.

This is what the Lord is sa 1’§ here, referring to the test of prosperity.
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It is not a test of survival -- it is testﬁof_lnte:r;t““

e need to think about being a sgrygg;. Rather than a super-star. A Christian

%&15 just like a man in a cloud"of dust;
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it will fill his eyes if

he is not ca&;%nlb

s mywee;an‘;k

At this point, let me clear up something. I do not want to leave the wrong

impression that having things is wrong.

When things hav_g us it is wron But enjoying the blessings of God is not
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in and of itself wrong. There are many, many Jjeople who are marked by the bles
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of God.

If you rea@ you find Jol
was lifted from the prison at the age of gh%rté and promoted-suddenly to the place
of prime minister. He had se: a'tf who walked in front of his chariot and said,

"Bow the knee. Bow the Jose h was suddenly the Prime Minister of the
= W%ﬁ"‘“’ R B i T L e R SRR AT LA S

weg@thlest’Aégggg&EQQQgéyag He had much. So dldHDan;elﬁpM¢mu_i}m

whose home the first church at @
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So if you have a tw1sted idea of progpgrlgy, dealﬁw; h,
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el - come to terms
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wiph(%}. God's haggbof favor has been upon spec1al _brosperous DAL §
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_Ministries™
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in this chur have expanded because of the generosity of prosperous people.
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suck1ng lambs He broqgmg him, to shepherd Jacob, his people, and Israel liis
R e
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inheritance. So he shepherded them according to the int i
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and guided them with his skillful hands." Isn't that great?

Those versesvof Scripture pour out lfke gﬁ* It is the success story of a
A ; § 1 < PP

man who did not seek it. He d1d ot necessar11 want it.

Let's go back now and pick up the threads of our story.

H;;?\the first king had failed. He was tall, self-willed, concelted
L gl - - & ‘ ﬁg
disobedient Saul,



o

He was fiwly diW.

the prophet to find a replacement.

16)- lle came to the home ahd his boys. Those boys
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parade in front of Samuel one by one. There is Eliap, d he was sure he
R “EEER o
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had the job. But he did not. And Ewmge%_and he did not.

And on down the line; finally, he ran out of sons.

And Samuel said to Jesse "are thes

MAd Jesse said, "No. Come to think

it, there is one more." How would
= i 57 - v S
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vou have liked to have been David? You are out in the field, and your Dad says,

"Oh yeah, there is one more. The runt, He is with the woolies. He keeps the

i SRR
SHgaR-"

So Samuel said to Jesse, '"well béigg him in." They were from the

R A
SW of Judah.

'Go fetch him.

2 id not know what was {comi

ﬂ% he knew, he had oi

of his neck. And there was tglk of kin

the house and YV,

&
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God reached down into the home of Jesse and found the, youngest

said, "That is my man." And he chose David. That is the way it is, you see,

when God is in it.

God chose him. he was faithful in the little things. Ile had the humility of a
TR e

servant.

{ QEngggﬁg on the outward
P R

God gave Samuel the b351c principle.
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appearance, but the Lord looks at the hea_:,
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God was saying, "I am looking for heart in this thing. I am looking for a

man who has a heartili'e.m‘ng. IInlike Saul. I want to find a man whose heart is

like my heart."

And he said, "There remains yet the

Who is throne material? G i
PR e S

to care for sheep, He is looking for servants who are not
R T T R L S e e

interested in impressing people with their ability. Dav1d 15 Ltending the shee

and Samuel said, "Bring him." And they brought him.

Jand anointed hin

y % e 55

lle was suddenly the King-elect. Think of that, vwhat'yould you have done?
T Wﬂ L




e are on the

Wads

%gglgé% "Saul sent messengers to Jesse." Saul was depressed. The bottom
e 4 R R R R T T e PR TG

had dropped out of his life, and he was looking for somebody to encourage hin.
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lie may have heard that David Elaged a guitar or harg Saul said, send

A e

him here, send me your son David who is with the flock.
w%&@y R EETIESES

’ntment for him to be I\m&, (‘od would .et

him on the M‘Q&’ His job was to do the w:i_)rk_of”a shepﬁ)&ﬁ, he was w1th the

flock. He was keeping sheep.

Giant? "David arose early in the morning -"this is when he is given the job to

kill the giant. He left his sup with a keeper, and took sup that his Dad

had sent with him.
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If you read the

in his tent. Dayid

He had a

He did it well and God graciously,

‘s fi David R " .
personally put his finger on David and said yg;ﬁgrg my man'. e stayed with

sheep.

£

T eetrythlng solved in & 1ite program;) mixed with

12 or 15 commercials.
R
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chigéf, year after

we lost our ability to be faithful in the little

Ais to find faithful people who

and stay with the sh eep, year after year.

Ile did have a

Hhat d1d Daq&%_do9 Did_he change when he.

g )

smear on his record. Unfortunately, that is all the world seems to think of at

the mention of David.

He was an 1mperféct_man“ and showed lack of d15c1p11ne on_one occasion.
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But David came to the throne - he gxpanded he boundanes from 51x thousand to
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established trade routes all around the land of

Palestine,

because David was on <the

d thenm with
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skillful hands. The humility of a servant., The heart of a shepherd. Ilands like

this are needed today.

It hadn't been

The rug is being
gg}d, the rug

= e

measurecg

You will probably @

but all are tested.
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that a man be found faithful. T Cor. 4:2.
b TR

God had confidence in David, will you meet the test of prosperity?

"Watch and p

R

Matt. 26:41.




