THE PRICE TAGS
OF LIFEL

Genesis 25:27-34

INTRODUCTION:

We read about the bartered birthright, Esa;z like Cain/stands out in the

word of Cod as a beacon of warning. He stands out like the maﬁ‘ﬁ' of a sunken

ship, that can still be seen but has already been overubelmed. by.the tide.
p——

his birthright to Jacob for a pet of beans. And @&ave Esau

bread and red pottage — or red heams. UHe did eat and drink, and raqge up and

despised his birthright.

He ha.d.ép.:'ar_i_l_egainherited - Fsau being the first born had the opportunity
— — R

of becoming heir, through natural birth. This was a marvelous opportunity which

he had.

This privilege was despised and he perhaps said what rofit is this birthright
pise P P \at prosdl ==

to me -_@ The pqttage to him was the ;h;f thing at that moment. IHe allowed

his appetite to over E;le the higher instinct of nature. And men make this same

mistake because of temporal which replace the spiritual.

‘@' of first impoxrtgnce ought to be put first. Seek first the kingdom of

Cod and his righteousness and these things for which so many hunger after, shall

be added.

This great privilecge wag JiSt. He swa..himr_i%t - he deliberately parted

of it - as a thing of no v%lue. And he did not really count the cost.



.

wed than when it _covets the things which are
It is always a_bad baxgal

seen and the things which are tempora n to sell the

spiritual for the natural.

as not the first g™ > nor has he been the lgst man, to se¢ll his hirthrieht,

for a pot of bgans. This is the tragedy in life. These degisions mugt be faced many

times. In the moment of weakness many sell their possessions for a pot of beans.

some We and honor. Men with grgat caree;g,. Men in hws =

respected in the community, in the goverpment, and yet at some time or some place

there was a moment of weakness and they did something that was not quite ri

Something that was under the tal)lca/¢ a violation/of the law. And they did something

for a special privilege that no one would ever know about.

Put it is exposed and we discover that men have_sold their reputation. Their

character for a pot of beans.

Now this is ching 7= look in history. In 1923, in the Tea Pot Dome scandal
Somaemy :

Secretary of Interior A. B. Fall accepted bribes for special interests. There were

grg_yn&.who wanted rights to the Naval oil reserves. For $100,000 this man sold his
pow. His\llgg,o?, repwn, along with others. They sold their birthright for

a pot of beans.

The name stands out in history and still cast influence in the

scientific wmé-d. Bacon, a child of renoun in the 16th and 17th centuries in England,

he 1is said by historians to be the most grilliant man in the world of that day.
/ -
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lle entered Cambridege University as a full pledged student - age 12. Fe arose
-y [ =}

(4
from one position to _another and became éqrd Chapcelor of Eng_laEQ- a great career
in name and history. And yegt he took hr_‘Lbes in the cases he decided - and one day
it was all‘exposed.) Hewgu&ted - and sentenced to prison to die in obscurity

and shame. Just for a few dollars. Selling all that he had for a pot of heans.
\_...-._—*'-7

The was shaken just a few_years back when college basketball players
% -

were acEepting bribes from the underworld gamblers. To shave points in games and

sometimes to throw the games ig favor for the gamblers. When this was exposed, young

men of outstanding college careers with a national reputation. had sold out for

leMM-

@ we are trying to get across is that there is a price tag on every decision

that we make in life. Just remember thar. Eveyay, ever}pne of us will stand at

what we call the crossroads. We will have to make decisions. We need to examine
w——ﬁ‘

the price tag, of that decision, and see what it costs.

7
JesusJtells us in one sentence. Just how this works - Lllke 14:28. He said if
C;_:__ — S ~— il

one of you intends to built a tower - the first thing he does is sits down and counts

'
the costs Less he begin the building and he is not able to finish__gt.I What Jesus

was saying - it would be embarrasgj.;g for you to begin to bumw\e, or

some structure without counting the.cost. You get started on this building and hadf”

way up you have to stop. Now what Jesus said - you first count the cost. This is

what I am talking about - the price tag on ggg;z;fg;. éau }_should have counted
the cost. Now later he regretted this ggful decision which he had made. But Christ

expects us to be reasonable men. To sit down first of all before starting, and to

seriously undertake the matter of thinking about the price tag. No wise man desires

his life to end like the l - in shame and in confusion. To live the
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Christian life indeed is a great undertaking.

It gostq something to be a3 Chxianégp. It costs something more than what others

are willing to put into it. And whatever the price.ds, it must be paid.

To be sure afpan) is going to.h . . @gave up himself that

he might redeem us from iniquity. Sin is a bad investment. Every scheme in which

ans

it has taken place - it has brought corruption.

The surrendering of your i11)is a cost yoy must pay. Your separation from the

wq;li7~ you must bear the cross and follow him. YouroEEosition to_the world is

another price tag. The temptation that you will have by the Devil through lust of

the eye and pride of life. Your self-denial - if any man will follow me - he must

first deny himself. And denial, not I but Christ.

Now this is the price tag that we are talking about.

Now it is going to cost you something, if vou are‘not a {h:i&tian As well, as
it costs to be on;. And I think that you CW' When you

think about what you are going to lose. A man who is not a Christian loses the

fowmlm;()d. He loses the saving power of Chpist. He loses the

comforting presence of the Holy Spir%t. He loses the pEEE}ses of the word - the Bible.

-

He loses the joy of service. e loses the blesseq_hggﬁ of seeing Christ again. He

loses the rewards of everlasting life.

Now we would like for you to count the cost - think of the price tags. What did

it cost the fprodigal



I. THE PARENTS

R

ﬁt, I would like to say a few words to parents. I believe there are some

price tags that you ought to give consideratiom too. The @ are facing
marriage - there are degisions that you are goigp_r_g_m%e about your family. About
\..____._

your children. There are price tags hanging about your church lozalty, about your
SPWS. There are decisions you will make concerning the fidelity
of your marriage.uqys. About the integrity of your life, in the marriage relation-
ship.

First, think about the vast number of @Meople today,. How easy it

is to be th the busy affairs of sociefty. Your career, your bysiness,

your school, your hgg_e. You fail to see the price tag on the éaglect }of your

spiritual and religious life.

It is the olWﬁMol. Young people come right on up while

they are Junj_mzs, Inr_e_meld—iate, and Young.Pegple in Sunday School Classes. They

are faithft&ly, dedicated, devoted, and loval to the church. And then they@
- -

m arrieds

When they marry, they face g‘new rgu;?e} Here is the young wife trying to learn

how to ggok. And she discovers that she can't get.breakfast ready for everyone and

still get theg off_to Sunday School in time. The young husband is independent -

no longer at home with his parents. Fe says, I don't get up early on Sunday Morning.
I like to rest and read the paper. And this couple of negly marrieds drop out of
Sunday School, drop out of Church. Oh well, we will get started one of these days
but they get caught up with the excitement of married relationships and they forget

the awesome price that they are paying for their neglect.

Then theand things change to another routine. And a second one comes.

R ——————
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Mnd you could find a vi—y,a-ge today or a city - or even in the countryseide -

you can oun onge_actiwe in church life as young people, gnce,
comritted but@;hey are rearing their fw the church. Outside

t he influence of the Bible and godly ingtruction. Look at the price tag.
v ———

- it is a

rich, beautiful valley - but out beyond on the barren hills. And as you stand
[ e [ ——

T remember standing in the overlooking the Jordon Valle
there, you think of two families coming to stand at that same spot. There is an
w and there is a young nephew. And they come to this Promised Land because
God has spoke, to the ungle.Abxakeam. They had traveled together. And at this
point, they must separate. Abraham said to Lot) our herdsmerDare in conflict.
They have problems over g@_zgz_g the flock. And our stock is being mixed up. And
so we must separate - now the older man said, n vou may take your choice
of the land that lies before us. There are two rog.;i_s - one that leads down into

that fertile valley, and the other road goes up unto the barren hills beyond us.

Which road will you take.

I imagine @ot gasked the difference about the choices. And the old man,
i, L
Abraham said - now this road leads into the mountains. The grass is_gcarce and
the water holes a;:e_,i_fagla. It is not the best land for__your cattle to thrive - and
yourdonkeys and camels. But the other road, the valley, the grass is knee deep
and the water if plentiful, a wonderful place for a man to go. He could have
easy luxury.dwdmgs The hqgg_g&l_l. multiply. And Lot says, certainly this is

the right choice.

I imagine A@MLot, there is more involved - this road leads to the

fertile valley, and the—lqg_t':_e_g— but this road leads to the city of Sodom and

Gomorrah. Those cities are out there on the plains. And they are reported to be

the most wicked citiesz in all the world. Now Lot, as you go down that road, take
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advantage of the business opportunities. But you are going to risk involving your

family and your children. It is @ cood place to raise E:hildren. You'll make

Ty

a loJ'_Q_LmunESgli_‘%ng near the_city, but you'll be in pagan, wicked environment.

Now this road leads into the mountains - there are not many people. There aren't

_————7
any wicked cities - ngt a Vvery good bugin";ss proposition. But 1'11 tell you it is
a wonderful place to raise youk.childsen. You are close to Cod - you can train them
-

right and protect them from the wicked influences of Sodom and Comorrah. You won't

have a lot of monmey but you will have a great 1ife for your family.

So it was, t the crossroads to make a decision. He looked up one
Sy s —————

road and down the other. He thought about g and he forgot about Ggii. He thought
about making a fortune and he forgot about his family. He thought about his own
popularity and good times, and he forgot about the purity of life in CGodly living.
fle began to think about his caﬂ:_l:}e, but he forgot about his children. The Scripture

says that Lot took the road toward Sodom and pitched his tent in that direction.

Now there are - who say_as they gtart oyt with their family life,

when 1 get aheag, when IW, when 1 get a Mt, when I get
a car paid fgr, vhen I get all thesg pressures straight - 1 am going to get started

to_church. And then I will get my rel;gj_gys thj;g_gs worked out. But right now, I've

pot to give everything I have to business. I am going to give everything and get
on top. So the young couple takes the low road of Sodom. Intending someday to

turn around and come back.

o
But({ook) down that road( 25 years 1at%ot’ family is grown - he is still
Cz%) i

there. He has moved into th_e‘_si,gp-,_-._ﬂe's hecome one of them. And God had to send
o ——

his judgement to destroy those cities. He lost everything he had - he lost his gold,
B —mnogy

S
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he lost his fortymé, his catpde, his family, his chilgdren.

Now if you look with me, you can see thig agaip and agadin.
R——T——

- we've lost _our boy. What can we do about it.
—-—

And the preacher said thW&.ﬂLHQW. You could have done something
when he was 8_years old, when he was 10, lg;_,or‘i. But you know W

then= and the father dropped.his.head in_ghame. Yes, I wasn't much of a Christian

- as T should have been. @home was not the_Christian home - though we claimed to

be Christians, we weren't. Ve were not setting an example. But now this boy is
- __h-___..-_'
20 _ysewe of gge and it is too late. He is not going to follow your example now. He

will say, I'll go my own way. All the preacher could do was get on his knees and

pray to God that he would intervene in behalf of this boy who was beyond the reach of

father and mother. And they could not lead him.

But tb.a_urggé_dag.when they could have led him, but like Lg‘t, they were too

absor n their society and their own affairs, their own busipess, and social
activity that they neglecEed Cod, the claims of God, their church and the effect it

has upon their lives.

Now at this moment, I may.be.preachine to some parents - some prospective parents,

or some young parents. 1 say to you, look _at the price tag on that dagision that

you are making. @_gm_doing about your church? What have you done about

Gwiet? What have you done about the w in your home, and W in your

home? Someday it will be too late and you will come to someone ringing your hands

and saying - what can T do. And the preacher will have to say, I can do nothing.

We just have to put these children in God's hands right now. Now you could have done

something - but you know, you spld your birthright for_a pot of beans ‘back yonder and




it is too late now.

@io not know _how it _is with.you on this. But it really breaks your hgg:;’,

and it is a heart breaking reality, to face éotherszwy_g care nothing aboyt bringing

their children to church. And you seeé&@ who care pothing about attendipng with

their children in Sunday School. Then we try to say, why mnot bring your boy or your

girl - and parents will not set the example.

So many times we discover that here is a mother who tries to bring her children
to Christ, and we thank God for those who are fighting against the flood tide of

evil.

Quite often there are w of the waeandh, and the

Sundays they are off, they do not give attention to the church. And they do not
unite with the church. And week after week they go on and think that things are

going to change. But I would say, let us turn this price tag over -- what is it

going to cost you if you let everything else come in the way.

There came one day to w,dx_and said, will you please pray for my
husband. He told her I certainly will - tell me about h;,?' . He said, I belon; to

church - I am here every time the door opens. Put my husbandw the
church. Moody said he studied her a minute and said, may I ask you é:épersonal
’ 1/

questiong. She replied "yes". So he said first, do you ever say harsh things to

1
yﬁr_'__hu_shan.d._ tEmbarrassed, she said, yes Sir, I am afraid that I am guilty of that.
-?_ ,”7

e ,j
Second, do you ever become angry and say harsh things to your children, or about

your neighbors. Shé hung her head and said, yes Sir, I am guilty of that too.

Mogdst said don't you thinkg: lad better pray for you firsE/. She whispered, yes

sir. She~got down on her kmees. She got down on her knees and he prayed with her.
— o
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About a week latgr she came back, I just have to tell you Mr. Moody - your

cned holes in my heazs. I got my family together and I told them all

that T wasn't the kind of Christiam that Qod wanted me to be. I was ashamed of it

and wanted toorgivegess for every single u,:;iy thing that I ever said

to them. And furthermore, I promised them that Ei&h_ﬂﬂdlﬁ—hﬂlﬂ I would never say
s ——————

them anymore. T asked them to forgive me. We were all, crying and we all got down

| .
to pray. And my hus]@d prayed alloinr - Deagr Jeaus, & Eive my life to you this
L
day. J want to be the kind of Christian my wife wants.to Dow

Beleaed7~havq_gg_lgnkgd at_the price tags on‘gu;_hapes. Have we let Jesus

down and become as inconsistent as the Pharisees. And as Judas, who sold him for

Irlpieces—of~sidver. I wonder if we are still betraying him.

Now I want to talk to you Christians, you church members - right here and now.

About the price tags on some of your decisions - as a child of God. You make

decisions every day and you.are.tg witness for Jesus. I want to ask you, have you
been@m“__jﬁwm@ I ww if you are doing the work of

the Lord. Are you one of those who say, well, I don't have agny talent. Listen,
e ——— S ——m—

every person listening to me can do something for the Jord. There is not a single
one but what can do something. You can - and God intends you to be happy in your

Christian 1life. And the greatest thing is, you must face up to this. There are

some people who make an_appearance once a mopth, maybe even.onge a vear. Sometimes
not that often, to the church. And they(wonde} why they are not happy. They used

to be in the servi « Th ed .
ces ey us to attend prayer meetings and Suaday-School. And

when the church was going on in its meetings - but now some have not been in years.
/nd you wonder why you are not happy. God wants you to make a decision of renewal -
of committment. He wants you to put your life in service, He wants you to go to

work for him. And to serve him.

Aacher said, I stopEed bz to see a fine old farmer. He was getting
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ready to plow a field. The preggher got out of his.kgggx, and walked across the

field and said, "What are you fixing to do?" I'm fixigg to plow up the grass and

turn it under. Between_these corn rows. The preacher looked and said, well, T can't

a—

see any grass, and he smiled. You know perfectly well the grass is there. You get

down close enough and you will see it. And the little seeds are sprouting and 1 am

—

going to turn it over before it gets to be grass and absexbs the fertilizer and

strength of the soil. I am going to turn it over so it will never grow. I want that

corn to have all the strength in the soil.

@you want Jesus Christ to have all of you. There might be some weeds that need

.
to be pulled out and thrown out of your heart and soul. They will grow and ruin your

life. And that is certain.

A few years after the c the Kiannig Club_of Davison County,
r | S

Tenn. put up a beautiful monument in a park in Nashville. It was in memory of the
boys who had sacrificed their lives in France and elsewhere. The monument portrayed
a mother of a wounded soldier, kneeling by his side, and holding his head in her

w‘_ghﬂ'—if
lap. A broken rifle rested in the arms of the so%ﬁier. On t&mLﬁides of the monument

are bronze M with the nawf the men who died. On the front, you can read

\
this inscription: Mlzgaye my best to help make a better world."

Hootribute is too Ereat for the war dead. How guch better it is - however it is

to honor the living while we have opportunity. Thig past week the nation again had
called to its memory the released pri5pnams—oi-ﬂa:_fxgm_xiszzfm. Those men who
stayed in prison who offered-what they had in order to help make a better world. So
many people do not deserve to be honpred because they have lived so unworthy. This
is true - but how fine it is to be able to say of a person - he lived life at its

{
best.

A group of Americap ere living together in Rome. They were studying and

e
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old mag of wealth, made friends with them. 1In fact, he had magde_a_fortune and he

was willing to spend his money helping voung axrtists. The old man noticed one young
fellow in the group of Americans.who did not go out with the others with their
celebrations. They seemed to look for an excuse to have a drigking celebration. The

young man was a friend of the old man and the entire group had respect for him. Two

years passed, and the old man noticed that this young artist never lowered his ideals.

He had restraint while he was in Rome.

One night he wanted to find out what was the strength of this youpng man, so on

a Sunday evening while the others were celebrating, the oldmBaaw&eek-a walk with this
young boy. And they stood there by the mountain looking at the clouds and the sunset.

And the old man broke the silence. S% I have watched you for two vears. Withholding

yourself from wild parties. I know there is something in your life that helps you do

that - what is it. The boy looked up into the old man's face - and then lifted his

eyes Westward, pointing his finger - do you see that sunset ove@mard._baycnd—the

mountain of crimson clouds lies America. And in a little village over there is a
— M

quiet little home. And in that home lives a I love. IWLM_CM

for her. /

—————

a

Now Johp had known what the price tag of life was. And he knew that there was

something to purity and keeping himself pure.

(!
I
I remember and recall thaould be true. WNow that hymn came from the

—

heart of g brilliant young American. Back in J906-07 - he was in Tokoyo, Japan. This
- in 130607 -

young man, Howard Arnold Walter had gradyated from Princeton and he was having deep
[ —

spiritual vision for the cause of Christ. And he was teaching in Japan when he wrote

a poem entitled "My Creed" and he sent it as a tribfite to his mother in Conn. He

intended the poem only for her. Now this mother was proud of her son in the accent
-‘-i-_-_

of 1ife and she shared it with other young people. She sent it to Harpers Magazine

and it was published in 1906. I would ge true for there are those who trust me.

)
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T would be pure, for there are those who care.
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer.

I would be brave, for there is much to bear.

I would be friends to all the foe, the friendless.
I would be giving, and forgetting the gift.
I would be humble, for I know my weakness.

I would look up, and laugh, and love, and 1lift.

The poem is simple - yet it was the philosophy of Hoyaxd-.lialtgr. He was only

! 23 yeaéézold when he wrote these lines and they express the splendid spirit of his

heart.

I would be true - for there are those who trust me. God trusts each one of

Y ]

us. And we need to be pure for the sake of those around us. And that we would

hurt none. Here is a spirit of ome that is glorjous, that will help a strong man

run a race. He is not by himself. oun g oeft the world a legagy — he

e
took up a larger service with thellGA, /ﬁq ywent to India to work with a group of

students. And there he MM His life was brief but it

was brave and it was glorious because he knew that the price tags of life were

-

valuable.

Now a last price tag of life, I would like to direct to the lost person. Some
M
of you listening to me are not even Christians. You have never given your life to
Jesus Christ. Look at the price tag - what are you paying by saying Mo to Jesus
Christ. You are selling your birthright for a mess of beans. What is the birth-

right God has given to every man. ISW Is it physical life - no.

You are already alive - the right to the pursuit of happiness, etc. on the Constitution

says. That this is the right of everyone. But that is not your birthright.
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The birthright that God has given you, and has offered you, is the birthright
to become the son of God. Every creature born on the face of this earth - God
gives to them the birthright to become his child. The most holy sacred thing God

c an give.

And the way to begome a.sem-af Cod is through Jesus Christ, as we accept him as

Lord and Saviour.

Now what is the price tap if you say No to Jesus Christ. It will cost you your
inheritance, eternal life, and it will cost you forgiveness. It will cost you his

presence, his blessing, day by day.

T would urge you today not to despise your birthright as did Esau in the Bible.
If you have not received Jesus Christ as your Lord, and your Saviour, and become
a child of God, do it now. Make your decision today. Remember there is a price

tag on life.



