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THE NIGHT* OF DENIAL
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%ﬂf'ﬂ, This is the story of a tragé;% Jasué)sald unto him, verily I say unto Thee /
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/~ ’ that this night, before the cock crows, thou shalt deny me thrice. 4- W of
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Jesus - aqzybere, at any time, under any and all circumstances is a very serious

g -
( 7you‘wer: in a group of
£A u-m3j7

persons and they should begin to dg;;ggwia%ps and his Gogpel and his chg;ch -

matter and will inevitably lead to serious results.

and his people, and put contempt upon them what would you do. What would you say.
What would be your attitude. How would you behave. And those conditions come time
and time again. What would you a professing Christian, known and received as a

Christian, under such difficult conditions like these that we find in the Bible

and we will deal with this evening.

This is where Peter found himself. You will(gg;;zz} we are talking about the

(Egggzjbefore the crucifixion of Jesus, the Saviour. And this is a most serious,

sacred time in the life of all of the Disciples. And it is a night of temptation
as well as a nlght of denial. ;Z;fﬁyﬁh" B
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us has spokeén with his Disciples about the crisis that is coming and he has
oo

Yipianag,

mentioned that they will forsake him. And they will be offended because of him

within a very few hours. And that they will desert him.

This night scene from the Bible we might(summarizeﬂour message withcéggﬁwords.
g \/ 2= ::..:

First, warning. V. 34, Second, yi/’:gg. V. 54,55, Third, wiifigggg§, V. 56-59,

e

Fourth, weeping. V. 60-62.
/



— T. _WARNING - V./34 )

It must have been a very(hard thing for Jesus to %ﬁy to his honored and beloved

;’l ) :‘ .
Q ﬁﬁ%MDisciple Peter, in the presence of all the rest, at this last tender and vet sorrowful
v y
e meeting before the crucifixion as found in V. 34. /I tell thee Peter, the cock shall
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not crow this day before thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me./'That Disciple
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was very honest and unsuspecting. And he was very outspoken in his attachment to his

Lord. And this must have truly pierced his heart.

4 ff‘V@ seem to hear hlm(an Aéé in V s Lord I am ready to go w1t§/}hee. Both to
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\{ / @%ison and to death. Oh Master, how much I love Thee, T can only say. Have I not
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often gone through grief. Now this is the prize. Have T not forsaken all to follow

Thee. Have I not been with Thee and all Thy temptations. Have I not openly declared
- 7

Thee to be the Son of God. Have I not seen thy glory on the megpt and seen thy power

over death., Hast thou not given me the name rock.

Doest thou think that I am capable of this cowardest.

Feast was done. The clgzﬂﬂasﬂca%m. The thanksgiving song that sounded in every Jewish
&__»-——-—‘—"_—“‘7 et

home had ceased to be heard. The lights had gone out. The Roman guafgﬁion the
s

walls paced too and fro silently.
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%j f? 4 " In that Stlll hqgg_jg§g_hg£g§gwgig%%§ht the voice of Jesus was heard in that
i

upper chamber speaking to his Disciples the blessed words which have comforted millions

Fl

of mourners. Which will bring peace to the troubled heart, at the end of time. They

are tender. And he(?ggz;:;ﬁt his burdened soul to them in prayer. That they may be
. =

kept from this evil world. They were listening and wondering in silence to that praver

and their hearts were bound amew to him. FEveryone of them was ready to go to prison
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and to death with him, Peter said. And when they altogether break out in a new expression

of their love for him| Jesus}lcoks_~ all of you shall be offende%/becagggﬂgfﬁg@wghjs

P

for the Lord Jesus. He makes this startling, sorrowful warning in the way of a declara-

tion. Thou shalt deny me thrice.

It must have been a Surprisé to all the Disciples who heard it. They were deeply
touched ~ no doubt they wondered, about the earnestness of Peter who had declared his
- i

devotion to his Lord. How could a man so strong as this express his love and yet the

Saviour waxn him that there was a danger comin% that he might denv him. But in self-
4

confidence ¢

r) thought he was ready now for any test that might ce&g. Or that might
- R T ————

d
come later on. And he made a speech, and he said, Lord Jesus, I will never forsake

you. These others may but not I. BRecause I plan to go to death with you. I will die

but T will not deny.
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And when Jésus said be fore the €ock shall crow twice, thou shalt deny me thrice.
Following this warning, we find that Peter was insistent that he would die and he would

not deny.

- : 7
believes that Q_gwAunderstand Chrlstlanitv and Christ. And the fact that they feel

- and P§91;§%Z§,X8u were disobedient to the Heavenly vision. You have been disobedient
C

to the Heavenly vision. The cross has confronted you and you have shunned it. You did

not believe that that could be the pathway to higher life.

Now I've always been afral&}of the(;;:§who tells me that he is never going to,deny»m

- . j P yd SR
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ﬂgggista And perhaps we have heard people in testimony meetings and saying, whosoever
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turns their back on Jesus - well, I _am never Qolng to do that. WNow this is what Peter

was saying in substance. When Jesus gave him this warning. Peter was making\his

o
reply. (lﬁﬂyw'
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I1. WARMING - V. 62-55)

Then took they him and led him (Jesus) and brought hlm into th

e

e ———

i 7;@use and Peter followed afar off And when they had kindled a fire in the midst of
et

&
X/f‘the hall, and were sat down together. Peter sat down among thég: And I call this

V'

,w’

point warming. This is the place where Peter comes in and(ﬁizg)down by the fire to

warm himself.{'Sometimég}thoEg who promise mogt perform least., But their failure to
e e /' MW"?‘
keep their good words is no reason for not promising. Those who promise nothing are

still more apt to do nothing. A great and a true man shall never be afraid to say

A}ﬂﬂ that he means to do this as his duty. A faithful and a loving heart will find some

% ”Way to make known his feeling about a promise. <
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Now we do ) want to blame Peter tonight for his earnestness in declarin ng his
m.aa-s—?'

devotion to his Master. But I think we have something to learn from his failure to

keep his good, commendable promise. The sad wordq of Jesus is that his best friends
R —

d, that the Redeemer would be bowed down to

this earth in agony, and blttern;;;jmj:z\ﬁi§>favorite Discig;%g were going to be

i

that very night, before the night pass

little effected by the distress and they were not g01ng to hear his cries. And the

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, i e —
hour was going to pass. And they were%yoing to be scattered.//
L e

Jesus was left alone and he was led by that{ mi

- Peter followed afar offj.

Hlding himself in

\/5 Now this Scripture says, V. @

the shadow of the city walls, around the street corners, that he might not be suspected
— R R

STy




as a Disciple. And it is(not long before he is there seated and warming himself

PRI

by the fire that had been made. He sat down among them the Bible says. There they

PR

were in the open court and Peter joined the scoffers and warmed himself at the
L e,

< enemies £ 119

So the @@nout had come @\ )}gg_@ -gone away to bargain with the enemies of
<7

Jesus. And they had come back and - confronted Jesus, and now he is under arrest. And

they are going through some legal trials.

And where is Peter now. Thdi;gﬁwhas Jesus in their haqgiwbut where are you

7si

would die f:;xﬁiﬁ.\\Jhgre are you.-now, The record says Peter followed afar off.

-

— you said that all though all men deny him, you would never do it - you

S —

He did follow - but he was afar off. (Most?of the Dis forsaok him and fled.

SNERste=lte sl S ,._7\

And Peter remainédon the outskirts of the crowd as they took Jesus before the high

priest.

Because it was @;ﬁEDthat night, afgzzg}was built in the courtyard. The officers

- R ]
<

sat by the fire and Peter joined them and warmed himself by the fire of the enemy.

And this was the moment that the tragedy was driving on to completion because

presently these men warming themselves by the fire, turned to Simon Peter and asked

him somequestions.

that happened to him ié:éiifY311 Texas., There was(iéylce factory in town and he
e I S ——

sald, 1f we had ice it had to bhe shlpped in. And the leadlng/éaloon keepen in town
L
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was the only place where ice was supplied. He discovered that his members were
buying ice at the saloon and they were sending their children to the saloon. He said
PRSIt ———
told them to quit buying ice from the saloon, they would have probably forced me to
S

leave thef;hﬁ}ch. He said I prepared a sermon on the passage of Scripture in Luke 22.
e e o e AT, e —————— s

And T talked about Peter's gradual steps downward. He said T used an outline like
S "o
this. TFirst, his over-confidence. Second, his shameful indifference. Third, his
=I—-conllaer eful indiiler ‘

carnal dsgggggggg, Fourth, his following afar off. And fifth, choosing~wicked

associates, Sixth, warming by the Devil's fire, He said I bore down heavily on

dear old Peter. For being willing tocgggg;\hhe luxury of a warm fire furnished by the

en@giiﬁmﬁf\fffffj I gave Peter no quarter for being willing to warm by the enemies

fire. When I saw that my audience was,thogoughlzﬁgggg%;ted, to the shameful inconsist-
CLENee was Lho; <

ency of such, he said I said very quietly w(ﬁz_gggghggn, is it any worse for a Jerusalem

o —

Christian to warm by the enemies i%;e than for a Caldwell Christian to cool by the
——— e e e S ———— . ——

R

8?émies icey After a few brief sentences of amplification of the idea, I offered the
Lo ————— T N
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suggestidn that if we had to have ice, we could get someone to handle it. And we
T —

R ——

wouldn't have to send our children to a saloon. Ie said that in Jess)than a week,

Uncle Charlie Brghless, who was kin to John A, Braﬂd@&s% began carrying ice in

P—— v

And he says we live happily everafter. But I think

connection to hi meagwgggggg;

he had a point - warming by the Devills fire. Certainly this is the thing that many

people are guilty today in the age in which we live.

4 | 4
Life is a warfare. And when you warm by the Devil's fire - sooner or later you ﬁ

2 I

are going to be'f%appedﬂjust as Simon Peter.
(
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WICKEDNESS - V. (5(:5%

Now Peter had followed afar off and he was here warming by the Devil's fire,
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And we come to the ég;;;;>of wickedness and denial which are made. About an hour had
SRS — 7

passed and(éggségéz}pushed a finger in his face. It was acggiﬂp She pointed him out.

And she made him a coward. And by and by he saw suspicious eyes turned upon him and

7 3
he heard them whisgzr‘that he was with Jesys and hqﬁdenigﬁ)it. Then came the third
: - v R

denial which confirmed that he had never been with Jesus. My friends, this was

<§;ckadness on the part of Peter} And let ug take care that we(égg?EDthrow too many

stones at Peter. For doing in one day, what we ourselves may have been doing every
e e 2

day we live. Refusing to confess Jesus Christ as our Lord.

', Someoneycame up to him and said, the men who were standing around the fire - are
oo @ P ; g t

A
vou one of those Disciplesf{ He said T am not. And then another said, did I not see

- e

Thee earlier in the garden with Him. Peter denied that and he added his denial -

{ swearing and cursing:

in . a gggg@hwhere people lggghed at Jesus,
T e -
his Bible. And they would ) you point blank, are vou one of the friends o£7§hrist.

e

Do you belong to that church down there on Chesapeake Avenue. What would you say
& L

under those conditions. What would vour behavior be.

A little earlier Peter said, though qgéﬂgggﬂggny_%9u~—llll die for you before I
deny. Think about the weakness of human nature. One denial always seems to call for

mother.

i) came in to his pastor once and he says, I was in a company of people
v s T

.

an ",

~
Y

where they were\fﬁafing and laughing, at the(gﬁqﬁe idea of Christianit/}

.
.

asked him, my boy, what did you do. He says I quietly got up and went ougféﬁd came

o

here where I could talk with voy. The pastor said vou did the rigbt”%hing by getting

A ¥

away. (Whatdwould youlave done{ﬁ%%they had said, are you notﬂﬁﬁé of Christ's follqygrsdfy

I e s S

AAA o~ -

What would vou have done. The yogggiman said] well, I hope T would have said, T am
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and I am disturbed and troubled by what you are saying and what you are doing. He said,

I hope I would have said that.
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Dear{Christian

P

eople vou are constantly subjected to ttlgl; here in this world.

You shall hgwe tribulatigns. That's why you need to put on the whole armour of God.
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- it is a battleground. And we are agalnst the terrible, fﬁb

Life
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terrible foe., Satan is terrlble, in his devices and is hard to defeateé o ij}
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These early disciples had a hard time. And they had to battle.

e

qu. Truitt3 who was 1d:ﬁﬁrogg}on a v151t. And he met an

= ™ et i _— SR—
who was a great scholar and a glorious preacher.” But he had twice been in a(concen—
A S B

I

trag;gnmcggggand had well nigh starved to death. And he talked about those who had

helped him or else he would have perished. He said those qumigggﬂyggllg%}have

cared if he had starved - he says I think that was their intentions. But this old
nelr intentd

man of God had been bgggggﬂwith many stripes. And he says I stood before him and he

@huotedffrom Paul ({;or I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not

s e
x"
worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in us.” And then he

[

waited a moment and he said again, withcgégz?tvi would have you to understand brethren
— RESSLanT MR

that the things which have happened unto me have fallen out rather to the furtherance

R U
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That( man) was dggped never to walk again but to be‘églled around in a 52355M3 Would

= —

Voq_gg_thxongh a- thlng llke that. Would I. Would anvbody in thls church. Would anyone-
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'vdid not think of becoming a bad man. He did nothing which the gay

e

The temptations that came in his path met him with music and

beauty - song, etc., like many of you.

I want to tell vou there is<£§5§52>in the cup of pleasure. The laws of life and

health have been broken many times by unhappy vouth who have carried the consequences

of their sin and folly to their grave. And they may repent 50 vears in sorrow and

suffering.

You would gladly surrender all the wealth of this world if you could get back

the freshness that vou bhad in vour 'I-?fs But there is no forgiveness that can change

the law of eternal providence. That lays the physical consequences of transgression

upon the guilty. WNow this is a terrible lesson that we have to learn.

e broad road is a way that seems to be open.,
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You take today in our world in which we live. There is much deceit.

painting, in sculpture. 1In all of this, many have made their way to destruction.

Millions of inventive minds, cunning hands have been busy creating facilities to travel

downward. They open up the pavement, the pitfalls, and if those who have themselves
J T
been delivered from going down to the pit, set up warnings - 1ift up the voice to cry

aloud. There are those who will turn and ridicule them. But there is the glaring

e

= —— P
adverti nt on the most (erowded stEEEEE@of the great c1tles, there are many { doorsh\
ertiseme < ere ar

S —— -
that are open upon which might quickly be written the sign ~/g;struction made easy.
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w1y
try to impart something to somebody else - the children would be a thousand times

better off without that influence. They are at best following afar off.

oy f”?{jﬂ\
7 Pl
”'LW . What follows. There is a(\} ckening of zeéi\\ That is following afar off.
3:) o e
;MW’ Now if I could speak about this in 1anguage of today,(£;1£>about one's attendance
e 7
~6n Sundapw ““““““ I'd say on S \ay morn = here is @fmggxyﬁgwégggs out to

e e
morning. WNow I know some of vou may smi}guﬁbgg;wghis, and it really is amusing.

But I say, God have mercy on yvou. A man who does this is following afar. Following

ves - he said, I will not deny vou. But 1'11 follow afar. ;
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Now what follows that «fif YO % follow afar)from Jesus, vou are going to get cold
r - //

/
and then you are going to srant to warm yourse&ves, And where are you going to begin.
You are going to be warming vourself bv the Devil's fire. There are all sorts of
TN
fires that the Devil has going on. Well, the first fire of the Devil is - you begin

to talk about the NAYTOWNEss . Now yggzﬁzéggggjﬁid not allow vou to play cards. He

T N
didn't allow you to go to the theatre. But you are so chilly - you want something to
v—-—-—.——-?—ﬂv - e P

warm yvou up. And there are scores of people tonight who ought to be tramping to

Calvary with Christ. Who are playing with the Devil's fire trying to get warm.

That is what I mean - nothing more and nothing less.(igggb right had Peter at

>

......

the flre. You say it is a cold night outside. Well, the world knows you. And you

can't drop the speech of Jesus at a moment. Your‘@gggzﬁ}will betray you. But you

are trying to get a little warmth and work up a little excitement, and a little
enthusiasm out in the world. And you know what the worldly person is going to say

to you - I thought you were a Christian.

When ought we to draw the line as Christian people. VWhere the world draws it for us.
s
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you with him in the garden. The wickedness - he had been warmed by the Devil's fire.

And now the wickedness had taken him.

IV. THE WEEPING - V.(60-62

The last part -band immediately while he had spake, the cock crew. And the
« S

Lord turned and looked upon Peter; And Qetep remembered the words of the Lord. How

g r
he had said unto him, before the qggk_g;pw, thou shalt deny me thrice. K'd Peter
_‘—N‘
Vs
//f//”“Ent out and wept bitterly./ That is why I called this point weeping. Weeping!

What an awful E‘ﬁgzy' But mind you when the cock crew, Peter remembered. Before
| RS

the cock shall crow twice, thou shalt deny me three times. And he went out, the

Bible says, and he wept bitterly. There is your Christian.

‘&ﬁ/ 4 (f‘7he had not been a Chrlstlan he would have said, go on - what do I care. I
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Here 1s a_ heart~b&oken man over his.wicked conduct. And it is not amazing how

a Christian ecan stray from the right path - how far and still be a Christian. We

should not judge too hastily. The behavior here is the illustration of the good man.

rd

And he has gone afar off. But my friends, he has come back with weeping. And there

is going to be confession.

)
\\\}4 ”7 I read about

2T
- ce who. attended é partywhere they were making (llght;
) “t T, e

ef»the church, and they were making fun df preachers. One Christian woman who was
e Ed

present said, /?ou are silent. You are not saying anythlng You're not even lagghing.
4

She replledg/l m not awused,ul am heart- 31ck I have heard here ~ and T am not much

of a Chrlstlan “but i\égﬁgﬂﬁh;ig&igg%_ And ﬁ love Christ and I have trusted my eternal
,/

{

salvation to him who died for me. And in the past few minutes, this has been one of the
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most unhappy experiences that has ever come to me. Andgé am going to leave this
4

/T NS
group. /nd she walked out, ‘

4
s

S
Now that woman ﬂéd;éxactly right, she behaved with dignity and self-control.
/ /7
/ /7 .
i / 7 /
) one of the other/women looked her up and said - your behavior is one of the

m_.a.w.—m_.

; )

/
/ nost/terfihlg_ﬁﬁhnLﬂﬁ 1 have ever had. And I deserved it all.
< m

Our confession is not limited to opne confession, when we join and unite with
- <

the church. But our public confession should be a daily one. Confess Him everywhere
< )

and in the right spirit. We should tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but

the truth. We should not hlde our lights under a bushel.

4 [asia. o Al wfi%«w& ibm:u RS E Py “ﬁ::; fMgM 13’625 %”&W - e

Jﬁ? fiﬁyy%j WMM gﬁL ziIZLﬁf ‘1’«$L44 Z ffaf éf&?vwmﬁwﬂgmaﬁzﬁl L%a ¢iwf£g?ﬁ? jrﬁfjwéﬂﬂﬂ a4#2/g~jf gy 7o “7?;%ﬁgﬁ

;7ﬁf«{wf§:£ﬁg;ﬁw &y v'&iéba 0. Z\ ';;mm‘f s, 2 I”»E—O/ d o P P (<% ?’M%M ,@%5‘ A~
0\0&%}\ !59 e T

You remember xheéigggé;%£§i5§§>were in the ?arden and the beautiful fruit was
there. And how the sorrow that followed - steps that they had taken. Let me urge
upon you tonight that it costs an effort to be watchful. For the sake of God, and
Heaven, Eternal Salvation -~ the highest and the best. Do not allow vourself to be
carried away and lost in the landscape of denving Jesus Christ. If you have been
wandering afar off in a distance from Christ, vour only hope is to immediately

return. And God will forgive you - wherever you have been, whatever you have done.

Or left undone. Have you denied him. A ek 5 2 Q&AA¢M%“ .
g £ /{i’ i} &5 fwm..@@ﬁg — T &5#’ g el zﬂM ko 3"’“"3 &E{ '3 P )
. by W s M%g g a:ft«w»x»«w Py T A, zlfbwm,) :ﬁ«uﬁw ) e

,,,,,,

=) %i/ L—(f m’% R J g ey ,a{?v,vk: e .»*../m/%h

Peter's home coming was great ané:£;§ can come home tonight. You may have gone
. = [ it : P SV

1 long way - you may be as far off in denying him as Peter was. Where are you -

ace yourself tonight. (EZQ you warming at the Devil's fire. (Have)vyou lost your
s =7 = —

r to witness. Are you at a distance from Jesus tonight. I wonder if you want
- LO Witness.




Let me tell you something, @sﬂgfgor é;;fz?§§ha% a very keen and accurate

estlmate of what the Christian oug t to ?ii/ This may be over so. But if you

e e T B

want to kqg§~wha§~é~§hrlst1an ought Ei/pe you go to that little maid and she says

really, I thought you were a Christian,

Now God have mercy on you. That's a great moment of peril. And you might

4

adopt the method of this age, but the blasphemy was the expression of his nature.

If he had remained true to Christ, he never would have denied him and there never

would have been that wickedness.

Now some of you tonight have(ggggzgg}away from the nearness that you used to
- o 7

have. You have gotten away from the audiences of Christ. And the friends of our

Lord. And may God have mercy on you for denying and committing this wickedness,

,%who was g winner of souls, But gﬁfx;ggd
S —— St

found him one day and he was in a public“hng. praying for some cause 1ustwfosméﬂpint

I'd never sink to that level. But
S

fall.

P—

Three different times the question - the {!!’sald, and the men around the fire said,
~ a

three times are you one of His. %ﬁ;ﬁﬂid they think that he was one of the group.
/ ™ .

o -

- Well, for one thing, ?EféE?;éch«betrayed him.
5P d
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upon a different track. And they will go on from slight beginnings to great extremes.
Great gulf of separation. The first step in the valley of course is easy. You can
either take it or you can avoild it. But whosoever takes that step, of warming by the

Devil's fire, will take the next and will become a part of wickedness.

Y
you. And you dare not walk down certain streets after you have broke with evil. You

’quﬁiof prayer)will lead one in this way. You need to burn your bridges behind
e :«-1-mm_~__7y

need to set your face toward following Jesus Christ. But you are beginning to frequent
the old paths now. And you are not quite so watchful as you were. You excuse your
k]

lack of watchfulness. The man who is sure that he is safe and ceases to watch and

gives up on prayer in his life, is falling already.

What follows this. You hav{iggzl withou? knowledge. The church today is cursed

with zeal without knowledge. This is an age of fussy-fever minded multitudes of
“"“"‘”‘“‘“—-mm-—m-e:ﬂ?
people who are attempting to over-take the lack of spiritual 1life by some sort of

activity.

A youngﬁiééé)once said that I feel my Christian life is at a very low ebb.

I feel there is a\ggétance between me and my _Lord. I do not know how to improve

Class;?

'\\

oodwfor me to take a Sunda School The

e

you are right with Godmggurself. T think that is the same thing that expresses itself.

That people who want, who have a

per srlritual_llfe

- t‘ley nggé_f_gﬁg_gﬁ_a 1 to get

it “‘themselves.
PRI s

the great problem in the Sunday School work today. The Sunday §chool Tcachers who

do not and are not right with God themselves. Some of them never attend worship of

God. They come to the Sunday School and they leave. And this is not right. And they
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As we think about the(ééééé%}}conditions in the city, and domestic life, and

aprm—

the needless way in which youth cross the boundaries of morality. And on the one
side there is hope and light and heaven. And on the other side there is darkness,

despair, and death.

There are voices that are calling. Riches and power, inventions, pride, and
- \V4 —~ —
passion are enlisted in the bad work for making the broad way easy and attractive.

For wickedness - tpeople to go in the wrong direction. WNo wonder if a young
e S ———————e b /

man fails to pray and to watch and take heed - how he carries himself, will soon

find himself denying his ILord.

Be sure of the voice which persuades you to a lower standard, is not the voice

of a friend.

The é@eps%of sin come into your ear and leggmgg_ghgwg%;. It happens very easily.

It is like the‘

are two llttle channels that 20 out of that lake and go to different oceans. One

e e,
S S

portion goes out to the winding Rhine and goes forth to the stormy waves of the

Szi;;thern seas:

under the Italian skies - down to the Islands of Greece. So small is that mountain
o e

~Agother Yjoins the bleak currents of Rhone and finds its way to the

JGoing'by the vine clad hills and the sunny vales of France. And

lake that a single snowflake, falling upon it's surface,didsolving in the water,
may supply a portion of these mighty rivers. For different parts of the same drop

- to a different place on the globe.

So there arecgggglghiggﬁ_xhat comes into a man's life or a families life. That

may bring them joy forever and ever. And yet there are other things that will set them




who is listening to me. If the test were ours just as it was in the case of this man.
There are many cases I think like this in the Near East and in the world today. But
cal =28t

the Christian people have been suffering and undergoing for Christ in the foreign lands.

(fgg;;é>a Christian is a great calling. And living for Christ is a :challenge.

T

e ———

This is a(ggngng_ to be told of a generous, brave, and warm-hearted man. And
this story ought to inspire every heart to daily prayer. Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

before something says deny your Lord. Ho LwEan§7§;;;;z>go out from home into the great
¢ >

conflict of life with strongrlntentionq. He goes from a good Christian home with the

blessings of Christian parents. Me goes with a solern lesson of what he has been

- 7
taught in his mind. The honor of his father. The love of his mother. The affection

of his sister. And his own generous impulses. He sees the right path and he means

to pursue it. His convictions, judgements, purposes are right.

his head above the waves. Hewz.th some that ar‘é good and true ) But he meets

‘i!’;ndll WWWWWWW

openly commit himself on the side of God for righteousness and there is where he
T e S

with many that are bad and false.

le he hokg,w

=t ﬂm. S,

his own. But he does<§§§>

makes his first-great mistake. He was é;;:huite there to say that T mean to live
C— . /
by p;aye - by WQF ing, by Chrisgigg,éuty, by the wggé’gf God. When he is in

enticed to pursue some evil course - he does not refuse without doubt. He hesitates.
Because it is something that a Christian should not do. Tt will lead him to where

Christians should not go.
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by and by it is found that this earnest voung man has lost his character and his

virtue and his P?EEEwﬂgmﬁiﬁd° And it is a sad story. FHe has fallen by the way of

(iﬁif&fggsgiﬁ He has denied his Lord. He followed these steps - this false boasters
" — e ] o

of evil things. He let down his high stag%%;d - he consented to be led by those whom

he mistrusted and despised. And who mocked him. He went whereé§§>could not expect
tqo meet the pur —good. And so he degraded himself and he has become worthless

<

and heartless. He has become useless and disappointed. There is no plan nor. purpose
in his life. He hesitated when he was first tempted. FHe may have said with Peter, I
won't deny you. I'll die for you. But he did not later mm say, I believe. And when

he was asked to join the evil practice later on, he did not say, no never.

That's the saddest defeat that a young man permits his high standards to be pulled

down and trampled by immorality.

My plea for Y tonight is that your conséience ~ if you lose everything

else, Egggzzgg£=hgﬁxgzgu€%. And God will keep you in the dark night of temptation.
TR
He will keep you when the denial comes up and raises his head. Millions wonder and

fall to rise no more,

(_ When)asked to go where you cannot go, to do what you cannot do with a good
P> - - __,J o ...4:—=7

conscience and a pure heart, do not hesitate to look the temptor firmly into the
——

face and say T love and fear the great God in Heaven, and I am not going to dishonor

and discbey him, for the fear or favor of any man on this earth. I love truth, I love

purity, and I am not going to soil my conscience, with a thing that will make my

death bed terrible. (i}tbvery young person could havgnfaith like that and act upon

words like this, they would not be wretched and hopeless in old age.



