please, But you have no right to do that. There is the
honor of your ohurch, the welfare of your children, your
friends,—yo 2 is to be a 1igh't.. You hava heard the
story. of the 3 : Some=
one asked why he 3 . y

lantern. He replied,"To keep others from atumbling over me."
That wasn't a bad idea. Now he wouldn't intentionall¥ stumbda

over anybody else, but he didn't want anyone to stumble over
We need to see that under Cod, nobody stumbles because
We must live true to Cod.

him.
of our lives.

is 18 another way we can let our light shine.

being loyal to Christiap convictions. A man spending some
time with a friend said, "If .I. WMWsMI
bwmm_pz_mm

I remember reading a story of Christian man
army barracks) who was accustomed to reading his Bible
and praying. While sitting on the edge of his cot, he debated
as to whether or not he should continue that practice. Afraid
of what somebody would say. And sc soon he was down on his
knees., There was a dim light burising near by and a big shoe
came hurdling across the room and hit him. He said it nearly
took all of the praying out of him. "But I continued my
devotion,” he went on to day. "The next night I survived the
first test, another soldier came up and asked that we might
pray together." He said, "I saw you over here last night
I was so ashamed because I didn't show my colors, but after
you acted the way you did, it gave me courage. " The story
goes on to say, it was not long before a number of others
were gathering around and they were having a nightly prayer
meeting.

By

So you see what this scripture involves. He did not
preach a sermon or give a lecture but simply follow the con-
viction thereby letting his ligpt shine. He was not like

~the young man to work during the
summer. The men were rough and when he returned back home,
in talking about his experiences, his Qrother asked him, "What

did they say when they found out that you were.a Christian?"
"Ch, he said, "They never found it out."
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Intro. The % tiéa of the light A T your attic
or cellar psrhaps you have a button or switch. The other day
we had some men who needed t0 go up into the attic of the
church em nd said it wasn't

So I climbed up and there was the switch
It had to be turned on. There are important lights in your
home no doubt, but perhaps the is the
one that we overlook, and that is that we are as individuals
the light of the world,

We hear some strange gtories sometimes about haunted houses.
JW. It seemed that a man had been
enged to spend thé night in a hamnted house. This place

was shunned by all the people of the community. He took a

handful of candles and £fter lighting and g lacing them around
in a room he had chosen, he took his seat in an old chair.

Presently his heart leaped into his throst as the candles be-
gin to go out one by one.

It may be that candles of faith and hope have gone out in
the past few years mnga\ar_g}_’?mdag—d . There is guch
darkness in the world today...there is darkness in the realm
of religion. n their knowledge.

No man is so blind as he who will not see. The darkness of
the world is spiritual, «.they listen

Bg_wa%ik&ﬂm
to the plea of Moses and then say o is the Lord, that I

should obey his voice?"

i T % _on,
ems to be st problem...turning the light
switche..allowing the light to shine...t the darkness.

We mi

ght in contrast here ask the question, "How does one be-
come the light of the world?"

Q::Z' i ?{J
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‘Once the switch has been turned, the

to.shine« It is described hére in this ecripture like a cgty
on a hill. Looking amw there were a
number of cities...townsy of them were located on hills,

A city set on a hill i.s obvious to all who paas by.
The figure a ke 2 lo cotig

consisted of a

for all. If they

1 80 that the teeny light sufficed
put it under a bushel s the only one in the




room, then there would be no light at all, Now

laced on a 1 .and it shines for all who are in the

house. Jesus said men never hide them,--we say Christian do

not hide your light undsr 2 bushel, but Jesus said, "Chrigtians |
h

2 They had lamps of wicks. !

If you put a lamp u 1, there would be little air and
it would soon burn out. So it is placed on a and
shines all through the house. That is what a light is for. (
You do not build a city on a hill to hide it s but so you can
see it. You are light and it's your business like the city
to shine. Thus men are to let their light shine, not to
glorify themselves, but your Father in heaven. Not to call
attention to yourself, but to the Heavenly Father,

Ilivn\%{ww,--n is not the
seminary professor, but it's the Christiand who are the light
of the world. And he is to give expression to the recognition
thet Cod is Savior. Youfre not Just a reflector,--it is in

you-—you are the light, and Christ shines into the world through
the light of his people.

Did you ever stop te think of our street lights...how the
wires bring in the power from the plant...make it light at
night so we can bravel as by day?

o ed_ab g the switch on, now how is this
light to shine. We are aware that t ba ight, that
Tig¥KAéné 1ight reveals our ers and that the impression
and success of the gospel depends upon living men...the_real

est is - The real influence of this church is the
lives of the membership.

T@W does not concentrate on the ship
seeing the beam t shines from his lamp, but all he does
is to feed it and tend it. That is what we must do, we do

not. know how all will respond to the light, but it is ous
business to shine.

1. By our|good works.) (Matt. B:16) V, /4

Evil 1s"t¢ be overcome with good.

A ter told of a_ group of. Christian making.reporis
at a business ing, concerning some work that they had been
doing, and at the'close of each report the statement was made,
--"This work.was.done for Jesus!' " That is a real thrill,
as we consider working for Christ just to glorify the Father.
It would do well for us to listen to Paul in I Cor. PR
"Whether $herefeore, ye eat or Brink or whatsowfery you do, do
all for the glory of God." and Col 3:17 "And whatsoever ye
do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus."

We know that live without « It is essent
for growth and progress and as we contac e light of the
world, we ought to reflect something of Christ's character on
to others.

We are not talking about good wo or go_g,.;n&g&i;gm.
These things wwmm:&ﬁgm One example

is tf¢/ worth a thousand arguments. A y i about
to be ordained, stated at one point he was nearly an idel
in his life. But there was one argument in faver of tian-
ity. I could never refute the consistent condutt of my own

fgther,

s.Lal « As he read it, he

) ™ " He went to the Buddhist
priest and said, "Truly this book is of God, it tells me things
that fit me, it gives me the message I need." The priest re-
plied, "There's nothing to it, and I can prove it,"--"If you
go to America where more people have hhis book than in any
other nation, and consider the way the people dive, you will
discover that they profess shab-ther to believe it and yet
do not live according to it." There is much truth in the
reply of this Buddhist priest,—-To shame us. Our works often
put out the light. :

But some people say my life is nmy ovmy=--I live it as I
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A.splﬁid way to let your light shine la Lo smhare IL

with somebody else. This is one of the Christian prineiples,
It is a great trust and a great obligation,

once asked Phillip Brooks, "Tell me what "
We cannot keep silent. Birds are.

cease their flow. The sun does not hide its 1ight.

people that he had been gent. £1aj ’

a mirdcle.and LAY we wi believe you." He said,"I will show
vou the greatestof all miracles,--a holy life." And he did,
he demonstrated, thus sharing the grace of God and letting hh
light shine.

Do you want your life to count for God?

Let us remember the first thing to be done with a
is_to light it., The second thing is to set it where
can be seen. The third thing,--a lamp muet be fed with
oil or it will not keep a light. The fourth thing,-- the lamp
must be trimmed if it is to give a good light.



