the word of the Lord, That gives us the ehurch in complete

pa ttern,

From: you hagZSgunded i'@’ That is quite literally.
eSEEEd forth, Sounded as a clear frumpet note. Sounded forth,
It isenoE thatbthese Eeogle went everznéa;e preaching; but it is

that ‘thése people in their unity of life have the church becane

an instrument through which the word of life was: sounding forth.

Think' of enotheér word - sounded forth. ' Anothér word than

the valleys and over the mountains and through
o e

s —

word of theé Lord reverbrated. That word, I remember reading,

g in, England he described

his mission as that whio When: Moody preached at

reverprated.
Neygastel the Eﬁ;i;l was felt to the southern coast. From you
ere————— R o

reverbrated the word of the Lord.

Ysays: the expression W

the desi gnation for God's revealed w1ll. In the history of the

Old Testement a fine and perfect; definition of.the meaning of the

phrase there,! ' In the New Testament the phrsse means Christ him-

5 Qlidnedusively .

ment for the Lordshi . st ,
7

And that is sUprememly the word of

Particularly it mesns first slways an/argu-

the word of .the Lord is the

argument of his Lordship.

the resurrection of Christ. And then it is the fact itself of

his Lordship. The word of the Lord is the argument that proves

~cated in answer toji:;}h; by the baptism of the Ho}z Spiris,
.W the one supreme, eygk presest Lord, Himself; and

fonstitutdd)by the life of Christ, communi-

 Given a churohi\

disoiplined by his tende:rnou and earnestness, We find that

m n for divine activity.

When we approach the subject of the work of the church, we

here in a society ment

We are
We

the inwc tivity

If there is to be failure in those matters which

of the church.

we are about to consider, the reason of such failure will be
discovered in failure in some of those things for which if was

founded.,

anti-Chris t.
3

The declaration of th

For the church may tolerate certsin things that are

And thus will hinder its way of fulfilling His wil

is a word from ®sul written to

the Thessolonian Christia ou hath sou forth the

word of the Lord." This consitmtes a revelation and it refers

and i trates great motters, In that word and in that parti-
P

cular church, great E;;nc;g%ls were forcused on by the camers

and we see the picture in the great mission of the church.

We might concentrate our attention, for s few minutes, on

the picture presented. And fhen pass outside and attempt to see

in broad outline, something of the meaning of the sarvice of the“
————————— RETETE e T—
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church, This letter was written to Thesselonian Christ,i?ans.

liritten to this church which he had described, not as a church
in Thessolonica; that was a later method of address when he

wrote to Corinth; but to the church of the Thessolonians he deal

with fundemental things = both concernigg 1ife and service, ot

Service is not dealt with at all fully but in ‘this passage, s
vice is very clearly seen in. its relation to life.

We read our lesson from the first chapter here, At the

e addresses those people; he thanks Qg&i‘or three
things -@::Eg work o%faith' Coopd 1ebor of Hove; @_

patience o%o&el And when at the close of this particular
/ -
chapter, he is at th

end of the i uctory portion Yf his

letter, he says that t%}?" od_upto God from idols to '
’ ¥ ma.% o) b0 S
a ;_i_ligg_am_tu@_%pd, and to wait for his son from, heaven.!
7‘ P4

'.[‘hese@vo descriptions)are identieal, That at the close of the™

| introduction stands over against'thgt which he commences with
and we have ‘only to-look at “them for's moment and we may see
from the opening snd closing words we have the Whole fact of

the church 1ife revealed to us.

T ——ves :
Take the opening wordsjf'your ith'? which does not

at all mean the work they were doinc as a result of faith., But
AT

R Sy
that very work of faith whereby they became Christian men. The

work of faith when men ask our Lord, upon one occasion, what

must we do. that we may work the werks of God? His answer was,

A ...3_

. "Ihis is the work of God that we believe on Him whom he hadh
sent," And that is the thought embodied here., The work, of .

| faith, Thst is the first fact,. What g2 ’,
ﬂ .

le turn to the coucluding"dggoription in the introduction e

l fww " tol dg Lhe workC of folih.

i ) inevi

: is answeted by the gift of life on the part of God..

ovellhas described ind@Ege T That
is the outcome.of the work of fgiil. W

For the work.of faith on the part of man
And that

follows it.

SRR

life jfe, And that life is'love.
of lovel We go back to, the finsl description again.

a living and true God," ‘That is the lasbor of love.

Now we turn back to the introductory wordéls in verse 3,

wait for his son from heaven." .,

Thus in the opening deseription, you see the |

% >

to hbm‘,

things of the Christian life.

pression of each@vnth to b

JDope_to
And in the final description that/'is all.started agair

patiepce.

in another form.

8o we% i

-

people of faith,

the people of love, the people of hope; the people who have
peop iy peop ._,y, € peop

turned ﬁn God; from idols; and servfing the living and true Ged,
And who are waating for the son from heaven have

JopRect SR
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acrifices

hat Yis the ¢ ! rvice? Orﬂ‘\ecmuthn bimrch'?

he spirituality of her own life. Not the powar of ‘the spirit

estowed but the spirit the power working through.

(Qiow Phall we know whether we have that, pe

hurch is conghituted by the spirit, It is by the apu‘it's bep-
The church is

tism intp 1ife that men come into the church.

b ist. The church can only have this power of the

The power in itself is 2 Spiri-

ot

oV

spirit through love and Xight,

tual life of the church.

—

who hove the Holy Spirit and are

ingpiration of that life end Qbeying the impulses There is the

gospel or God's instrument, For sounding forth the word of God.
The power in itgelf is ithat of the spiritual life of: the church.
And yet ageindif that be, the power in itself , observe the
«@) pes this
For: the sounding forth of;the word of Gods

:@ in perfec

the worit of faith, . He turned bo Gods.

power in dts working.

Obedience,

In. service, «thae: labor of

love. . Ye serve the living.God<!: In,confidence, the ipatience’ of

hope. We wait for the son. from heaven.:, There is the three

'ozm Lord

|

-5 -

him Lord., The pesurrection wherein he proved and the visien in

the disoiples was born-egain and there was living hopes The wo.

°2Mm,rews And -

owship of men and women-who had

R

*

trumen
wurned to w to wait, 1:_1_5“&1, in lgve, and in hope.

 Now this was y church Worky As we leave

thil thought, we look out into the wider meaning
L

the church in the gcheme of the workgcod. To the work of the

church in the fulfillment of that inten‘t;m. And the power of

the church in doing tha t .work.

F:Lmh‘ iihco of the work in the divine soneme) The word

becmae flesh and tabMd among us. The church which is his
< ikt §
body, the fulm'ﬁ£ him, and we look back in Thessolonian letteﬂ

and you observe in the very wn_f%l and Sylvanus and

Timothy unto the church. We begin in that salutation with the

The_church
which is.hid body. The fulness of hims That filleth all in
811y Iy Yod the father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Ggd ds love,

fipal result. The church of the Thessolonians.

Tat is a fact altogether too great for human speech to under-

1ifting h

stand.

Out of which all the movements of man
: = 1t d mWe; love
will pause at nothing to meke possible: the rW
1 Qb dae®s o That. is a heiéfht I cannob ol ;gb,; it is a,gepbh

I_camnot.fanthoms But, the suprememn, ultimate fact is-that Ged

spru




is love and out of the being proclaims the doing that God comms

i

ended his love toward us in that while we were yet sinners, ,.'.Jj';;

o
(Christywas fifst the revealer of .the love in its attitude
h N E—— —

' toward msns ‘Christ was the inst.ruma_:%; of that love. One &
——————— . "

#

i
through whom it operated in the activity of redemption. He W

'_4:

pitehed its tenh |

agﬂ__\;;?bj the side of theplace where our tends are pitched :Lﬂ'i

the ‘same campus. ' Nay  the Holy SpEELi nake thesgethings tayl

unto us, He pitched'his tent among us; by the side of man; as.

the revealer of it: :@} ias made flesh

5. a Jew, By the side of the Jew;

yes; and By the side of an Anglo-Saxon, yes« We ought to thank

God that in each case by the siade of man as man.

Thus we: see the church which is his begy} &W;

as the instruemtn ofuGod the fulness of him that.filleth a1l in

all. That through:Christ theiasctivities ‘might be carried on.

.~

What'then is the,inclusive and complete work of the church?

It ds that of the proclamation of the word of, the Lord. . ' Lrameol
.hath sounded w t_}lg_pw of the word; ‘the fact of the

Lordship is the need;that)is’ supremegp

It is pratly truej clear that he left no/ nation, kindred

or ¢lass absolutely without light. nce said that
.~.—7 | — e o

o
il

the severest maiig gpreﬂ‘fehin_iﬁlng and was its loss of the
el —TE T
sense of. ﬁﬁ and every. preached knows that Wo be true if he.be

a'preacher of the Wo@ Is:not the resson 'partly to be found

S S
in the fact that we have not been sufficient emphasis end in-
telligent enought in our preaching of Jesus as Lord? lle have

assumed his Lordstlg.' ~ But have we preached and proclaimed his

Lordship? I do not know th‘at I am making the thing clear in my

mind or in yours. bel:l.eve the f vo

I’GWWW&
the Ten Commandmeng:b The reason is not now to be discussed.

I do riot think you can

can but bring them ig

Now we could not teemble under Mt, Sinai but as we have listen-

ed to the words that passed over from from God's lips we feel

The ma ti f e L is needed

When the gospel we think men know it; and preachers

that we sre unclean.

in America.
R S

preach it in simplicity. Pecause they imsgine congregations

know it. And its needed to the ends of the earth,

It isQot o be proc 3.4t must be

vindicated withip the church., The life of a church miist witness

the truth of the gospel. The church preaches, In the service

definitely and positively rendered and finally in sacrifice, For

its in hig feet and his hands are the wound prints and in his
T Ty __'L‘?

side. We only begin to preach the word of God; to proclaim it

with power as there enters into our work the elements of such
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inspirations of faith and love and hope and waiting for the sol
There is where the expression is lacking. It is because the ¥

inspiration is absent,

gt then is fhe Jaleelesewer-da-the.cLurgh? For accon-

‘plishing her work?: £ all, the,ogg_ggtiog af self-control.

Effor go'

»

> to the interruptations and

of God. And @inall}

sctivitye.

anergies of the spixy
speaking ond doioge.

et me moke that a little more clesr. First, the passive

part of it. The cessation. A msngk may deal with theory and
miss the whole truth here. I'm convinced that during the past

years, one of the Endrahces the churcmg_pmr_?s has been her

attenpt to uW- Wie're alway
w and%.to find some new method. Vhat

shall we do? Yield ourselves to the interruptation of the

spirit of God and to the enzrgies of the spirit., Lglskleeapirit

of God have his.say. That is where we fail, W
Spirit of light. He Will cast light on our gagwg;' and indicate

which is God's will for us in service and we are afraid., The
corss lies thére; we draw back, The spirit is the spirit' of

love, And touches us with a sacred impulse. And because we

have not yielded to the spirit in a passive way, we fail, Ve
[4
attempt to make up for our failure in devotion. By finding out

new mebhods of helping God. If we will only let the spirit have
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sounded forth from my ﬁi’e? Is my life so yielded to the Lo

“ce? Or is

‘his way with us, if we will walk where he indicates, a aﬂ-é"ﬁi?

he says, ¢ounbing.no-cest, hm&mr-yuﬁ i

ointment for ourselves and we shall be out'upen the highwmy.$¢ 1
S—

God's great enterpriseiin the world, goi

.-bz the great spirit that indwells us. Speakimg, educating,;-lf(

great power,. ‘The word of Gopd will reverprate,;will sqQund fqr#&"

challenge. U ;

The chruch of God thus, at work is safeguarded against

P | L"-'I‘ H
heresay. The church, obgqigninia_tbgggiifgt, answerinv the A
spirit's interruptetion of the Christ cammot go far astray.

It is a great safeguard against false motives and service.

Imitations, false methods, false aims; against fears and panics. : d
The church doing God's work in this way will have a ;ision

and then vir£ﬁa and finslly they will have victory. She w1ll

have strength too move on to the doing of the things seen and

victory will follow wherever she goes.

It se;ms to me ths i3 has been a part Af the movamnent

The church sound-

in our new mission church fhat we

ing forth. That has been a part of the :
Church, Because the chggg‘géd nothall goégere; the menbers,
But it has been the service and the work of this church that
has sounded forth theme—in that place.

Am I of this church? Have I been born snew from above?

Do I know the life of God? 1In my own soul as touched by the i
. Wi " -
spirit? Am_I unpder the lordshia of Christ? Just what is { . . ol ”  ,???'“iej§4L IR, . b TR e




