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SOUTH HAD A DARING NAV

FEATS OF CONFEDERATE SEA FIGHT.
ERS READ LIKE FICTION.

e ———

One Captnred Thirty-Elaht . % Ships
in Elght Monthe=DIlsie Fagineers

Developed the lroncind and ‘
riest Ygreesnful Submurine.

e -~ —a - -

“The Confelerate army In size and in
acconiplishments completely overshal-
owed the South’s little naval establilsh.
ment, snd Lthe feats ol the seamen have
tecelved tardy recognition at home and
elsewhere, except perbaps at the hands
of the Geneva tribunal, which awarded
damages of 15 million dollars against.
Great Hritain In econpection with the
depgedations of Confederale clulsrs
wey Unitd States cuiamerce,

A tuortner superlotendent of the U,
8 npaval recorde has glven the Confed.
erate nayvy credit for developing irou-
clads, ¢reating the ironclad ram, cre-
ating the best and most effective pun
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and extend!ng the torpedo mervice, and
operating the first succesaful submaring
torpedo Loat. It was an army officer,
George . Dizon of the 21st Alabama,
though, that commanded the historic lits
tle submarine when it tinally achieved
f1s flifated victery by sinking the L.
&, 8, Jlousatonic and gving to a watery
grave benide it.

Shut off from bome poris by a vigl-
lant bldakade, without adequate meand |
ol communlcating with Richmond, and
thrown coonstantly on thelr own re
pourcen, the officers of the Confederate
navy upon the high seas were Very
argely independent of higher authority,

FEMMES A GREAT COMMANDER,

Raphie] Semmes, who recelved the
rank of rear admiral in the Confederate
navy in recognition of his services
nboard the Alabama, captured sixty odd
Lnited Ntates nuaels and sank one In
action. the Hatteras, with that vessel,
1{e captured eighteen others while com-
manding the Sumter, & ronverted packet
bnat., Though commonly referred to
about Washington in the ‘603 as & “pl
rate,” he has come to be recognized as
one of the most exact exponents of law
that the seas has ever known,

lie “rever, even in the bitterest time
of the Civil war, rank a ship without
providing for the safety of its pasren-
gers,” Theodore Noosevelt sald in 1313
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in & fpeecn at S L'aul, ILUORTTYCIL D
uncle, Commander James I). Dulloch,
C, 8. N. was present at the chtistening
of the Alabama, off the Aizores,

But Semmeos was more by a good deal
than A "sea lawyer,” [le¢e was an ex-
traordinary reaman, efuding capture b
the Unlted States vessels sent in pearc
of him for three years, twice encaping
from the island of Martirique, once in
the Sumter and Jaler in the Alahama,
while superior United Statea venseld [ay
oiutalide prepared to sink blm when he
cama out. He wus also & wonderful
commander. Y¥rom the daﬁ ha hoisted
the flag of the Bumter to the breezes of
the gulf, June 30, 1861, till the flag of
the rinking Alabama was hauwled down
off{ Cherbourg, Juns 19, 1884, he nsver
lost & man from diseass on either ship.

RUNNING THE »LOCKADE,

The only Confederate flag to recelve
the salute of & forelgn power was the
flag of the Confederate crulser Florida,
1t waa saluted by English guns at St,
(leorge, Bermuda Islanda, July 18, 1863,
The career of the Florida was pictur.
enque. Oneo of the most daring feats
of the war [s credited to her. In the
open daylight onethe afternoon of Sep-
temmber 4, 1562, she dashed into Mobils
Hay, her guns not in cormmission, her
crew short-handed and an epidemi¢ of
vellow fever aboard, the guns of the
Oneida, the Winona and the Rachel Sea.

- m = - - - U ] - —= -




man mennwhlle DIAYINE uUpon Oer At
close range with henvy shell and shra
nel, For ullowing the Florlda 1o brea
the blockade, Commander 1I. Preble. of
the One!lda, ranking offlcer presgnt, was
pummatily dimmissed from ths United
States navy, but Lincoln flve months
later reappointed him. The Florikda's
passage of the blockade was made Lhe
sudject of an {nvestigation by a naval
court nt inqulrr in 1872, and John New.
land Maftitt, late commander of the
Florida, wan one of the important wit.
nessed callad by Preble, Matfitt one of
the notable officers 1n the Confederate
nary, was born at eea. ftila father, a
peeacher, helped to lounch at Nashrille
the predecessor of the Christlan Adveo
cate, the organ of the Southern Methos
adlat churcli, The son's career in the
Unnfederate navy was fT2il of thrilla,
his final awsignment being &8s com-
manider of a blorkade runner,

A youngster who was assigned (o the
Finrida while it lay fn Moblle BRay
being repaired, was (Charles W. Heud
of Minsineippl, then only 22 years of axe,
but A veteran of the fight with Farra-
gut below New Orieans, and of the dash
nf the ram Arkansamn out of the Yazno
River through Farramut's [leet lo the
whartf at Viiksburg, July 15, 1882, Jlis
cruise up the Atlantic coast in the cap-
tured brig Clarence, in the Tacony, an-
other prize, and the Archer, nt!ll another
prize, to the harbor of Portand, Me.,




where he cut out the revenue cytter,|
Caleb CCushing, only to be captured while
Fting away with the vesae)l, wus one
of the mast succeasful commerce ralds
that a bhandful of men (he had but
fwenty) ever enpnged in. Nead's rald
lastedd from May 6, 1863, to June 27, in
the course of which he ecaptured twenty
vessald, nnm an ocean liner off New York
and another an immigrant ship off I3ns-
ton, though twenty United States war-
thipa and as many mora chartered ves.
pels wers pent out to capture him. New
York City for the moment was even in
A rtate of panle lest the raider attack it.
The lad concluded his Confederate naval
career by a desperate attempt to take
the ram Willlam H. Webh out of the
Red Niver, down the Missleuippt and Into
the Gult,

FIRVD LART COXNIDERATE GUY,

The final chapler of Confederate his
tory was writien by the niavy, by the
cruiser Bhenandoah, James I, Waddell
waAn Its comimander,

“The Shenandoah,” her commander
wrote, “was actually crujaing after the
eneniy’s property but eight months, dur-
ing which time she made thlrtulght
raptures, more than four a month, She
releaset six on bond and destroyed
Lhirty-{wn,

“She visited erery ocean except the
Arntarctie.

"She was the only vessel which ears

plarl tha flae asniund tha wakb & o .0 -4 _
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carried it slx montha alter the over-
throw of the South.

“She was sgrrendered {0 the British
nation November 8 1363, The last zun
In defense of the South was fired from
her deck June 22, 1965, 1a the Arctic
Ocean,

"She ran a dletance of fifty-elght
thousand statute miles and met with no
perloun Injury during a cruise of thip.
teen maoantty,

“She never lost & chase, and way sec-
ond only to the celebrated Alabama.”
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