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SAMSON'S FOXES

Judges 15

INTRODUCTION:

1"
We discussed Samson's Riddle, that out_of the eater came forth meat,

1
and out of the strong came forth sveetness. And how this was solved when he

» v R P . :
told it to hisﬂwifé at Timnath. And relayed it on tb:the Philistines, who in

turn told Samson. And Samson went to Agskelon and slew 30 men. And got their

shirts and their garments and gave them to these men.

I. SAMSONIS_RETUR@{?O HIS WIFE -~ Y;f::DT:EZ

He left with displeasure after she betrayed him about his riddle. And it

seems that some months or some weeks pasged by before Samson returned,

Vis parents were not happy about his ma;riage. If he had married in the

Lord, they would have rejgiced. But it brought sorrow when he married outside

the Lord.

He received af{coo} rec jon. He came bringing af kidjwanting to go to his
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wife's apartment. Today, we would say he brought a(box of cand§>or a bunch o

R 3 T
VRN s s

fiég;gg} He wanted to go and see his wife and be_reconciled unto her. It was
425 we = RNy Eﬁ‘sg’»&»“?
just a customary present that he brought, tg create a good feeling. He was

willing to give and forget the past.

3&!::} He was(%efused&the opportunity. Her father met him and said, fifgi,
{ /

he forbade him to come near. Ue was angry at what Samson had done to the Phil-
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istines.
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ounger sistery in her

Secbnd, he wanted to passify Samsgg and offered the
place. ILev. 28:18. So he married one and a few days later, the man is willing

to give him another one of his daughters. Take her.

Samson scorned this nvnnagii. Now this tells us about the unprinciple
ideas of the Philistines. It was a bad bargain - worse than(iékéi)made with
Jacob. The marriage tie was broken very easily, and where there is no God -

there is no conggjence.

E&::)— Samson said concerning them, no?éhall I be more blameless than the

Philistines, though I do them a displeasure,

II. THE JREVENGE/SAMSON TOOK ., 4[/ /;

While he was in this neighhorhood and he had been treated this way by his

wife and father-in-law. He had a feeling that the whole race was agaﬁggt,him.

And the words which he uses are words of a declarapfon of war.
prmee DS

v. - Note the lmethodf of his reyenge. He says that he went out and snared

a Pl
%QQ:E::;;}T’Or the same word is used, iiskal. And jackals traveled in packs

e
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or troops. And they frequent the vineyards.
i/\

Samson being acquainted with this hadroblem in snaring 300 foxes. Now

the stealing gimbéﬁpwife was the occasion for this rai; which he is getting

ready for.
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) the battle (élone} ~ he did have 300 men like Gideor\\.’t;)

e only had 300 fqﬁés, beasts - the animals of the forestto ggsist him in his

search. Now the act of glazig‘,BO_men at Askelon created a great semsation.
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He needed these animals because he wanted to cover several miles, at once,
/

and he started in one spot. He took these _ljﬂ_.n@jﬁs to start them at once.

These swift foot%d creatures, who would be frightened. He tied a pair of tails

together. And then he tied a torch and lighted that torch and these frightened
_—mﬁmﬁ?

V4

foxes with éirei)torches, maddened with ga:}iyn, running like the g?;\d through the
half withered grain, setting fire in all directions. They would head for the

sh%@eg? They ran through the standing crops. They went in among the

v .
vineyards. And soon there was a wide spread fire.
w? -

@ of fire works. TFire here, th/gre, evel;‘)mhere. Spa?s were

flying for %5-30 miles. Fire in many places/at once,

i

There was W;g;_gm%op this fire.

Samson found{no) Israelites who had courage enough to come down and help him

with the fire. But he uses the foxes.

ot

~ he never makes use of a pi%on, a se,;QZant, a Sl%e or a soldier.

And the foxes waste the dry shocks.

Mow naturally they would run forward, and run tug‘@r. And they would get
in the standing corn. They chased across the fields that were ripe. The RQushy

tails of the foxes would make it easy to get them tied together, and also to get
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B - "" Tt is to be m%ered there 1s 1nterruptio%?to the running across the

fields. They would go through the hedgg%?amd leap the walls. And they went over
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III. TELEé RESULTS_ZOF THE FOXES, & — 7€

v. e’ We read that the(EE&listine burned Samson's wife and her fgther in
pe L i /

his home with fire. This was the revenge they took out upon them to_do justice.

They destroyed his ngiiplv $. They were afraid of the might of Samson.

If we go back to Chapter 14 — Verge 15, we read they threaten Samson's wife
£ e

£

to get the riddle out of her. They would burn her and her father's Eggse;with

fire, This is the very thing that happened.

—

Burning was among the Jewfgypunishment for adultery and the sins of impurity.
Gen. 38:24, Lev. 20:14, Lev. 21:9. Thus the fate that Samson's wife wished to

avoid, by proving false to her husband, this had come down upon her head.

V. 7-8 ~ Tells how Samson smoked the Philistines and rendered them helpless.

Next Sampson pursued by the Philistines.

V. 9@ - The Philistines went up_against Judah and spread themselves in Lehi.
&

The/ﬂ

fmen of Judah/wanted to know why they had come to fight against them.
k.\.@umumm?) Led to know why y g g

b

They said because of Samson - he destroved our harvest.

San +E . The F th k. > i 3
Samson was athta@y 1e place of the rock He had felt himself safe there

and this is where he had gone to dwell.

k

24::>~(§,000 meﬂ\of Judah went up ko Sagson, and said you know the Philistines
7

are rulers over us. And what you have done has brought the enemy against us.

V;S:;i— They talk him into letting them hind h%y and delivering him into the

hands of the Philistines.
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Y;_é:>~ He meekly submits to them and they bind him with new cords and they
“njﬁy

came to Lehi.

- They .delivered him to the hands of the enemy with the customary shout.

This awakened power in Samson.

Py 7y
The spirit of the Lord came upon hlm
—— A i W G LS S
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F%£§;, he isZé{Sgr Sf_b%g boﬁgs) The BRible says that the cords é%iié&

though'they were burnt with fire, and fell loose from his hands.

J4 R ;%A (great destruction)among the Philistines -~ he found {fnéw jawbone of an a§s>
,‘ s ! ’yc‘
He took it and slew a_thousand men thereby. He was poogly,armed as a weapon goes.
c.ﬁﬂm\iﬁt;'.ﬂ:‘g’;:ﬂ‘rﬂr." e

But as he falls upon them they are tggrd;igggmyith terror. They neither have

¢

the power to flea and he seizes it as though it were a sword. He mowed down the

crowd. And a thousand , never more to rise.

300, but he had a spear.
;»/‘4';'9 [ N

2 Sam. 23:10, another slew until his hand was weary and stuck to the sword.

Z;%zmson had a(%;plish th%né}ln the world but it was an excellent power. And
'T’/' SEERTATND S T ?

the might of it- was of God apd not of man. He was out qpmbered as he took this

Ty

convenlent gﬁapon, the sygplewwggpon the sucggﬁafmdmxmwymnand used it,

Pt

V.{l73— When he had finished he called the name of the place Ramat%lehi

- the lifgingNQP of the jawbone,

He celebrated his victory with a song. That the Philistines fell as tamely as
e S




a donkey. And he named the place.
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‘m&5m§ﬁ52%%§x just the jawbone Now {:)sonequy could find.t a;mggwh%pe

[ASp———
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today what an &htique it would make. What a’'reld People look for marble
N ' ~

top tables and side_ boards, old school annuals, etc. But Samson named the name
— ST [y Sy o
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of the place after that.

“>\\\ nylg>~ Eternal refreshment. MNe was sweating, thirsty, and he was distressed
. ot 5.—5::;;:—..\0;:"7:7 &'."7.;1”2::3

because he began to pray. In this prayer, you notice, that God had given great

deliverance into the hand of Samson. And now he says, shall I die.for thirﬁ}.
e

Am I going to perish. Is my body going to fall into the hands of these uncircumcised

Philistines,

wmmg\t PRI

N,
.t 4 A fogntain is opened. It says that God took the

Py ey
hollow place in the jawhone. I take it was where there was a tpoth - and there

came water there out. And when he had drank, his spirit came again. And he

(fevive&> Wherefore he called the name of that place thereafter| Enhakkore; which

is Lehi unto this day.

That is marvelous - suddenly there opened a spring. His spirit is revived.
- 7 | .
And the memorial for a spring of water was opened up. And he went on to judge

the people of Israel for 20 vyears.
=
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. conclusiond I want to squgeze.some.more.julge out of this chapter, of

Samson and his foxes. If you have spiritual insight and discernment, you will

be able to see that here is E type of Christ%



Tlrst Samson uses
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fire. And they go through and render judgement upon the Philistines.

John the Baptist said of Jesus, that when he comes, he will bapti ou with
~the Zaptls | of Jesy e .

fire. He will purge you with fire.

Second, V. 11 - Samson was/bound{by a band of his own people. And turned over
ﬂ,,def»‘-‘ 2 [

——e i

to the enemies.

ed .T/t he had done to the Phi;}istines -~ even though it was

best to relieve them from slavery,
e was bound and delgggﬁﬁg to the Philistines as a prisoner.

He meekly Zigl%gg to this band to be delivered,.

™ Think about ;HE?; came to him g band.of soldiers. To take him in the

Garden.

'A'" , one of hls own, that he had helped. Helped to identify him and turn

him over to them.

They blamed Jesus for everything, even to the desecration of their temples,

etc.

“f v/

Jesus meekly vielded as a lamb going to slaughter. This is a great contrast

with Samson, who was bound and blaegd, and deliggred - but megkly yielded to his

A & i

brothren.

glre_ when he ties these foxes in pairs and sets them on )#ﬂ,/l s
/
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Samson,,. Y awdd —(ﬁelteﬁ on his hands, and that nothing really could hold him
ol Wt ey i

at that moment. He had liberty. They were amazed with terror at this.

-

s Jwalked throueh the crowgd. And when we think of the things that they

tried to bind him with., BEspecially when they buried him in th{fgg;EQ§g§“§egled

it and placed a Roman puard to be sure that the geave was not opened. And Jesus

came right on out of that tomb. Came out of those grave clothes, and was set

free.

Tourth, the foolis‘;lisrxg*;of this world. sed the jawybone of an ass.
\Ez_z, S il s i, p M ==

A,novq} weapon, conxenient, si,E}e - and yet a foolish thing for a weapon to meet

such a great enemy.

elyto many it was fool

R TR A R

preach the Gospel. It is a foolish simple, and yet it is a successful thing. Just
like that jawbone.

TECIE

ry Fafiiynce said, people don't read the Bible enough now-a-days. He says

Fen

pecioo e

you look around this house and you will notice the Bible in every room. He wanted

td be identified as a Bible reader.

:‘ while Pregident of the United States, pledged that he would

o

aEtef of the Bible every d%y. To make his identity known.

)in a poor community on the coast of England was destroyed by a storm.

Months later a representative of the British Admiralty came to the community, to

inquire about reconstruction.of.the.church. It was learned that the community was

too por to restore the church - the British Navy had the church rebuilt. Stating
00k LE8EoL fur Y chu
the SPiﬁﬁ,Of that church was on all of our charts and maps. It has long been a

‘::‘.v'v-‘ i



landmark by which our ships steer their course. The rebuilding of the church
oA
that it might remain a landmark on the chart for ships, is indeed symbholdic, of the

need fqgmgmggg%gh as a symEg; for life.

In this da; when the Blble and the church seem to be foollshness o so. méﬁy,

/ RN TR L

you'd hetter turn back, because it is the power of the Cospel. Neo leddon't like

to be told they are sinners. UlNeither d1d our arents and grapdparents before us,
y fnners. Veither dfd our p: pdpareg

And yet the Bible declares there is no dlfference - for all have sinned and come

short of the glory of God. The Bible declares that every person on earth is a sinner.

And whenever I hear someone take exception, to this, T am reminded of the story of

officer who came to the preacher one day about sin.

T

He said to the }x cher, vaof the congregatlon w1sh

ou wouldn t falk quite so

——

much or so plain

We feel that if our boys and girls hear you discuss

But please don't talk so openly about sin.

The preacher walked over and put down a

The bottle was plainly marked with big redflggkéis%pggggg, do not touch. What

would you have me do, asked the minister. Do you feel it would be yise to remove

- [ SR—
this plgw_ l@bel

2

the label, the more dangerous you ma&gmgbgwppigon.
Sin is plain. O;gmgégygggggﬁg;n, the self-same sin that caused Adgm's down

fall. And all the suffering today. We don't need a new word for it. What we

need is find out what the word we already have means.

Because all those sins are certainly prevelent in the world today and there
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are multitudes of people who seem wholly ignorant to the meaning. They are Egﬁ;;

guided, by a short-sighted view.of.sin. And it stands in the way of the conversion

of men and women who lack an understanding.

P . s . 1 .
Theéihig@&ﬁiggal sizgathat eygéqudv is talking about Heaven, a;gggmgg;gwghgug.

And the same thing is true of sin. Everybody who is talking about sin doesn't have

i aSir A e

a clear realization of what it means. And so, we call it a fv:§1e. RL2God calls,

it_qggggg%gg. And we'll pass it off as an ac%iggnt. But God declares that Hell

is going to be the result. And it is a terror to shun.

s =

Dr. Beale once gavd five words for sin,

i

i
Sin is fiﬁgfzf%awlessness} The transgression of the law of God. God _gstablished
2 g I ———

iy vl

the boundary line between good and evil and man steps over that line when he fails

to live up to the Ten Commandments, The Sermon on the Mount, and God's word. And

;

every man is tempted and drawn away. -

e sin anllaiquis) That is the deyiats
Sedpﬁ%, the Bible describes sin as/Zindgu That is the d@géuwég&m%éom the
right., Iniquity is the inner motivation that keeps a man's eyes hidden from God.

They are the wrongqmggg%ygpring up. They are the corruption - within a soul.

(5™

Thimﬁf‘the Bible says sin.ij;égfsin the mar%} You fall short of the goal -

e,

o T

the goal is Christ. The object, the end, and the purpose of life is to live the

life of Christ., He came to lead us.

Foué%h, sin is a form g££;£@§9§§%;> It is an intrusion upon Divine authority.

It is not merely a negative thing or just the abseace of love for God. Sin is

the positive choice. For self instead of God.

2

&
F%fﬁh, sin isiunbeliefZ} And this insuylgs the truthfulness of God. Unbelief
K g mwwa:nﬁy,ﬁ‘ : T
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shuts the door to Heauen and opens it to Hell. TUnbelief rejects the word of
phrer elects the. o
o~

God and refuses Christ as Saviour. Sin isﬂ;hgmgggélﬁngijggath. And the soul

[ s

that sinneth - it shall die. Man's only salvation is bound up in the deliverer

and the preaching of the Gospel. That's why Qamson is in -contrast and

e

symhbolism with Jesus. He took.that foolist Jawbon . foolish.thing in the world,

and slaughtered those men of iniquity. Now God, through Jesus Christ, takes the

Gospel, comes with the simplicity. It may seem foolish to some but he was nailed

to the cross for your sins.

I am dying of thirst. After his great victory

at day when Jesu_ was battling Satan, and sin, and Hell - The

FERDLAS. S N T i

Bible said from the cross he said, I thirst., And they set a vgﬁsel full of vinegar
i 4

and they filled a sponge with vinegar and put it to his mgutﬁy It speaks of some-
thing of the bltternegs and the agony.. Christ went through because of sin. Think of
Senopmn o

t his contrast - T thirst. Samson said, I am going to die. Jesus said, I thirst.

And shortly thereafter he gave up the ghost.

™

and out of the hollow place where there was a tooth, there came forth a fountain

of water. And it was refreshing. And when Samson had taken a drink of it, his

RSN

spirit revived. And he was reffgibed. And Samson lived.

es%%iﬂyhen he was at the wellgwﬁzgggéﬂztand talking with the Samaritan woman

he said to her, if you knew the glft of God - you would sa

"""" a2 50 R G PR

give me to drink. And

you would have asked of me to give you 11v1ng~water. The woman did not quite
‘ e

&
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understand what Jesus said. But Jesus said whgsoever drinketh of this. Waterﬁﬁball

thirst again from this well. But whosoever shall drink of the water that T shall

AR ST
%

a well of water springing up into ever lasting life,

Tgf:%éié;;gaid unto him, sir, give me fhi:

There are so panylfr ) doptrasts hergmbggwegnmSama, and the Lord. For

R SRS

give him, shall never th%ﬁét. That the water that I shall give him shall be in him

;5 that I tkdrst not.

N

example, it is repeated in Chapter 14 and 15 - th{f;plrlt of the Lord came mlghtlly

4

upon him, as he rent the lion. _The spirit of the Lord came upon him as he slew
Reess™

the 30 men,- And following the foxié, it says the spirit of the Lord came mightily

upon him., And the cords melted from his hands and he found the new Jawbogg of an

L enie

ass, And brought great slaughter to the Philistines.

And when we flip over to the M. T.,(”;EEL 3t 16, we read that when esqg came
9

to Jordan to be baptized of John,(EEi sg;Jit of the Lord God descended like a dOVé;:>
lighting upon him. And the voice in Heaven saying, this is my beloved son. Of

whom I am well pleased.

And the very next verse tells us that the same spirit led him up into the
wilderness. So the delivergr has the spirit of the Lord upon him. Without the

spirit of the Lord Samson was kept helpless and hopeless. In your life, without

the spirit of the Lord, is in vain.

In the(ééizgéggof an American upiversity, there is a sign.
2 GO =z et -

the classroom is not to inform but to t;@poform. Mow, when the spirif of the

e

Lord comes upon you - you will be transformed.” Upon his death bgéd & %

founder of the Salvation Army was asked the secret. £-hic He replied,

there be any secret in my life, it is that i@é& Christ has had everything there
v ¢ VeryLililis SHES

is of me. T have livedwgglngqhsgyygmhiﬁ%

T
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As §amson!was vielded, to the spirit of the Lord, he was a great conquoror
g

a5

and a great deli{;';‘ And he brought deliverance to his people.

Today@@@s_,..to be delivered from.your.sins_— delivered from your fears

and your guilt, then you will have to accept this deliverer.

And wouldn't it be marvelous at the end of your life you could say with

Booth t he secret of my life has been that in Jesus Christ I have had a deliverer

from sin and T have served him.



