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YWTHE UNSEEN REALITIESY

2 Kings 6:8-17

The Bible teachgs, us through thls little episode which alarms a servant
that there are some thlnns that arekunseen. flere is a story,(?enhaday)was the
vﬁ/ name of the King of Syria. Ile was the enemy of Israel. With his armies, he swept
. .
down to the South and again, and again trying to take the territpry and the cit;gs

of Israel.
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: Butievery tlme ‘he plotted his strategy for another campaign, somehow the King
\/‘ﬂ\l ~SamerErespE— '
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and the armies of Israel found out about it. And they escaped his trap. And he was
TR oﬂ".;___?_ m;.._,,.,Rﬂm

unsuccessful again, again, and again.

So frustrated was he, that he becameﬂéogxince* and almost out of his mind with
s . o o

e'the fact that he had a traitqrriﬁ his o . He had someone he was sure who was
\ RN,

turning over - not only debate material to his enemies. But there must have been

sgmeone on his staff - maybe the General in his army. Who was a secret f
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Israel and was telling Israel all of his secret plans.,

Vri( The Scriptures tells us here in.V, 11 - that his<£eart as troubli} for the
o~ g YRR i b,

things. And he called.his.servants and said unto them, show me what it is, For
the King of Israel. I want to know how you stand. VWho is there that is a traitor.

Someone 1is betraying every plan and copfi

nee, that we have. Who is for the King

In ygtliz-‘and one of his servants said -

rd oh King. But 1aﬁthe prophet. That is in Israel - he is telling

know how he does it. But somehow this man of God knows every-segret that is whispered




in this nation.

I imagine the King of Syria sputtered for a moment. 20.he is the enemy. The

{%an of Godlis the enemy then.

e
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1;%31— The King of ASsyria gives an G(”)Man‘dmig_); wmﬁam;s That I may

send and fetch him. They went - they returned. And they said, he is in Dothan. You

will find him there where he has been living with the school of théﬁ?%ophets - down in

that area.

Benhadad.said, saddle up thg horses. Engage the chariots, alert the army, we

are marching right now. And when daylight arrives, we will:

circle the city of
4.‘;4:’%‘

Dothan. And we will beseige it.

P

”M&&£§§— Therefore sent he the horses and chariots - and a great.host. And they

encompassed the city.

11?- with the

nﬂugﬁwﬁ}éshaf I don't know, this young man probably was a Seminary student.

He gets up early in the mggggggwand he ta a.ualk. le goes over to the walls of

the city, to get fresh morning air, and see the Sub..rising over the horizon. He

looks out - he is gerrified;) All the way around - he sees a 1000 chariots, encircling
& , K ;__w_r:x mmm»;:www’ﬁ;w

The sun is shining upon the chariots - the horses are straining at the bit.

EREAYER

the city.



And he sees back of them, 1gl§hgfhthggsqnds of soldiers in their fq}inggggﬁ.

Their swords, their spheres, their shields, The city is beseiged and will be taken,
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';‘anlcﬁ the servant comes to hls Master with great alarm. Wake up, wake up

- the episode closes /I

Master. We are surrounded. And in Vi 1
notice the young man did not say what shall I QO, in his fright., e was saying, how

shall we do. The problem here was, there was some unseen realltles that the young man

did not know about. lence, he was calling upon Elisha, and saying how shall we do.

LIHIS T A UNIVLR%AL EXPERTENCE OY THE PRFOENCL OF EVIL?IV "HI; WORLD

I think we need to ﬁ»rstggonfront this - the forg

the enemies

resent. They are in this world.

And something else, they are constantl encircling ourvllggs. The whole city was

O s S e

surrounded, the servant said. This is a universal experience of the presence of evil,

P

You §§§Qﬁ§t’ ani’;’face it. We arise out of the darkless and the rest of the night,

and we look out at the rising sun. All the hope for a new day is gone. Instead of the

joy of the sunrise - we see evil about men. Things have trapped us. We are threatened.

What do I mean. What am I talking about. Is this real.



for one week, and follow into homes, nursing

homes, hospitals, I think it would«%?ﬁéﬂgggmgnixwone day to stand and see the forces

R R

of Benhadad beseiging life after life, family after family, encircled by tro They
B =S e i ~

cry out - what shall we d6.(

the church. She says, I _cannot see, but_Il.can.still hear, I am learning to use my ears.

The forces of evil. The armies of Benhadad surround so many today.

Here is another who comes and says - thg

Lecause Qf:géé;§§§w~Maybe”HMSU

out and she sees all of the chax&g;&wgggghggg,&dthe ed against her and are closing in--

R

and then she cries out,<:}at shall I do. What shall I do for my family. What shall I do

for myself, What shall I do.

Fow shall we do the prophet's servant sald

A e R,

llere is in his 50's who has lost his job. They will not be starting this

plant up again - there will not be any work like this. We look at the news.on T, V. I

cannot start over again at my age - who will hire me at this age. The skills.I have had

in manufacturing. I do not know what I am going to do. The chariots have surrounded him
ot 1 T .

S
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The truth of this story is - this is a universal experience that I am telling

you about, The presence of enemies surrounding us. You gggngﬁ_a;igkwxpgr head in

the sand and say - they are not out there - they do not exist.

oes. et exist - it is like a lion that would charge upon
13k 1xe a8 Jion

us and eat us up alive., The enemy would destroy us.

Now the gg vaﬁ% said this to the prophet. ?But% he_servant had qui_mw,}mmﬁmﬁwﬂy

%seefeverythin . These universal experiences come to us. But the servant did not know

that the g pons , ﬂ o
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yor the man of God are not car&al - but are splrltual

R

And ;1lsha vas able through his wonderfu‘n

Israel not once, or twice, from the traps that were set for him. As given in V. 9-10,

o § 7
So we ask the question, = M @‘e‘*’a‘\’e’ J

15 - we find hln being madc aware of the 51tuat10n. V. 16 -'he'answefed, fear not, for

they that be with us - are more than they that be with them,
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}f ;;7 But Elisha prayed. .
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S50 Elisha said there are

;so.E 1seen realities, Look out - look and see. Yes,

there is Benhadad.- there are all of his chariots, his soldiers, the enemies have

Pt

surrounded us. nt vou to remember this. The boy. stand how we

kz\_‘)',l_}';

are a thousand chariots. The King of Israel does not have 1000 chariots - and the ones

2%

-

that he does have are not even his. But there are tens of thousands out there. But you

than with them. One, two, - two of us. 10,000 of them. It
3 e e PR & Ve ~?

R A

A

cannot be.

The unseen reality is something the §gryz

jld not understand. That is always
A et 1 -

the response that must come from God himself, The prophet declared remember - however
strong the forces of evil might be, just remember, there are more of us than there are

of themn.,

1

: and we look not of the things which are seen - but

of the thipg§wyhich_are unseen and eternal, Greater is he that is in you, than he that

is in the world. 1If God be for us - who can be against us. ROm,..8:31e

These spiritua

Therefore s

Ile prayed with him.

out of this, We are in trouble - help us.

0 S —
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Let this servant of mine see.

he is blind.
g B4

/

of fire - higher in the mountains - were all around in eg;gxmdkggctlon. Encamped around
that beseiged city. Look up higher.

need to pray this
morning and I need to pray. We have been looking at too QU el. Looking at the

world and only the world. Ve have been 1ook1ng straight out - we need. And

30,100k up.

looking up with open eyes - we see, there is anothg;%worldxup here. A world above and

TR IR

beyond this world. {

e

rond the power of the world. There are forces beyond the

forces of this world.

There 1is 51ckness there is trouble: there is deatha there is dlsa

intment, there

is heart-break, and hurt

but there are some forgces. regtg;vthan that at work in the

world. In this vast: - that is the real world up there. This is

the only world that is eternal. This is the world that is victorious over time and space

and the physical world. Look and see - so remember, here is a universal experience of

the presence of evil and trouble all about us. These un ies. They are all

about us.

And God is there. And let us not for%mt that God is in your

P
situation - you may not see him, but that is not a sign that He is not there. Yo

d

God is in the circumstances and the situation that you are in.
= comty
R




Andgéﬁzﬁhas ppﬁéabandoned you. Ile has not abandoned_me; lle hasg?ot abandoned

this world. He did not abandon Dothan, lle did not abandon Elisha.
or : e

human situation if you will but see it.

et Canl Pontl Nislturs  Worwom %Wﬂﬂaéﬂ(/@yw £ %Awa \amwémﬁl%ﬁ
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So gll.thewtr

u are having - the sin that has grasp your life and paralyzed

you. The fright that you have today - God is still there. God is present. Seeing the
”«:..iﬁ-a;*;nv;: AP “—,m

presence of God in every human situation is what is needed.

S

inping the battle. He has not outsma

but he is there with power sufficient to over-come every enemy. Even the last enemy -
TR, = e

death itself,

As a young man looked,

So what happens, the Scripture says that

. 8, = :
ﬂuaﬁé&d opened his eyesl. There were horses and chariots of fire.
Sy e R R R ‘3,»*‘1&51"5»@-‘:7_.\;@% ; S o

It says that God

e Struck gfkdo_qpt,kn w.how he did it. I would not pretend.to.

5 £ s
or to give you a natural explanation. But friend, this is|

ell you

It was

a gupernatural) happening. %I"believe in_a supernatural ggg - not a natural God., And I

believe in a God that rises above and beyond the physical world and intervenes in a

supernatural way.
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_Son into the world to

jst, Iis son, When he sent.hi

a cross. lle resyrrectedshim.from the-grave, a%%;gggg;@ver. Now you take away
iy e ‘

g

the sypernatural in my faith and T have nothing in which to have faith anymore. The

in his power came, and in his supernatural.yay -

they were absolutely.gggggxgeg, and unahle

Now that is the

~

e .. . ey
Some men are lindito these reallgggg, Elisha's sservant could not.sge. - alas,

elieving spy that went into the land of

Master,*wﬁaﬁ shaifi"wgwggé It is like the aun

e —

Canaan. Andumanointe

aves which.gannot. see. God's way of deliverance. To him,

their condition was hopeless The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit

of God, Ikgor 2:143 How shall we do - shall we»surrender to these evil forces about

us. And become captive to them.

Now€Wha£?§pplication can we make from this

of God in our present situation.

things. And you can undertake.

%

pray. I want to pray this through. I have done everything I can do to think it through.

S R By

P : i—"] I}k

We might even confess to God that we tried t
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j{our way through. But now Lord, I want to pray it through.

lle have tried to wo

Lord, I want you to strike them blind. He just said that I

, M-vu\ ‘
Elisha did not

want you to dpenﬂthg_ gsax;;;E>of mine, and see the unseen.realities.

And that is theﬁ;v To see that God is with us. And

God will be with us - when we see that. We are all right. We may not know how he is
going to solve it., But we know he is going to be with us. Open my eyes, and let me

see., That is the prayer you ought to pray.

There is the Spirit of Stmeoulsu

SRS

hanging - the plane which Charles Lindberg flew

the Atlantic more than a half century ago. It is a tiny plane., VWhen you think of that

and the great big planes that fly today. The Spirit of St. Louis, in_his book, said

that he took off., lle moved out from the mainland, swinging to the North, he got into
parr s e ;

a cloud bank. Just sglid fog. He saw that the fog was generating enough noisture on
LR . O R A 47 i

the wings - and began to ice up. He knew if the ice continued to accumulate, he would

he headed that plane stralght_up,v up, u;. And higher and higher - sure enough, he

broke out of the clouds and the fog into a brilliant sunlight. When the sun, immediately

dissolved the ice on the wings. Then he could level out - and by compass stay on the right
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course,

Now there are many of us who are f}x}ggﬁ}oo low. We fly through the fggwgggk.
And the weights, worries, anxieties, and troubles, they are just pulling our wings

lower and lower. And we are unaided by the power of God, we are going to crash.

Everyone of us will - we need to take hold and say, I am going higher. I am going

to move up into the presence 0£.God. I am going to pray and say, Oh Lord, here I am.

o

I do not know what you are going to do with the mess.in gy life. I do not know what you

A AT

S0,

SRR AR

are going to do - or how you are going to get me free, from Benhadad and all of his forces.,

I do not know what is going to happen. But Lord, I just want to see you and want to get

your 11ght and your presence. And I want you to give me the assurance. Open ny eyes

and let me see. And let me have this peace.

)’Qw"wdl ZM N /M W:7w7tm\;/~ p&//,w __&/y ,..‘

Mo

- . .
: e need to e§%£c1s§_fg%;h. If we can see God, we need

to have faith in hlm. And.that is step number two. Prayer will open our eyes, and

vill hglp us to take hold. As we leap out in the light. I cannot straighten ny

life out ur}tll. I ha}@ Faii}}%;i%é W= 7'31*0744/ = /»bv\? L " hee f %,_/ \72««.’
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) Jesus said to Nicodermus - unless a man be born again - he cannot see the Kingdom of

%V”“£“””M ’i’ :kM” / A rnmaranes <G  rs iaref
=od.  What di mean by the word "jgé ...We are saylnéfﬁgpen ny. eves. and let me see

A VLQMJ’ i‘;{n//

the Kingdom of God. I thought that meant that he would never sce lHeaven, he would never

walk through it some day. But it means far more than that.
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Unless you are changed and born into thgﬁggﬂiﬁiqﬁdom - the spiritual Kingdom,

SIS

oiiaionzn

you do nat_ have eyes.capable-ef..seeing:the.Kingdon.e Even though the Kingdom of

God might be right at hand. Right in your own back yard and you'll never see it, You

can live in the very presence of the Kingdom of God, and never be borq—}nto itf A
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Jesus was saying, you have to be born into the Kingdom in order to experience

and to know that it exists. That is why the person who is not a Christian, who has
not been born again, looks at this world. They are born into the world. And all they
can see, are the forces and the powers of the world that will destroy them. Naturally

they are. depr .= they cannot find peace and joy. They cannot get victory over all

RS

the world that is around them. If you are born out of this world and out of the flesh,

and born into the Spirit. You will never know what it is like.

So pray and ask God to open your eyes. And be born into a Kingdom where you can

see the chariots of fire. And the presence of God all about you.

Paul

Third, and finally job said for we know that all things work together
for good, to them that love God and are called according to his purpose. That is simply

a reaffirmation that when we move into the Kingdom by faith, our eyes are open to see

fé@wandwhigwpxgygggggg§ g;ryqu, and we say nothing can happen to me - but that God can

take it and use it, and work it together to make it good.

If T am living in that Kingdom, and{if/I am obed}ent, vielded and surrendered,
[ TR T e, Rk
ful o

how wonder/it will be for me.
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These unseen realities will bring.you a new.vision. The mountains are full of

horses and charlots of fire., And they can only be seen and trusted by those who receive

piseisiami

them, When the servant% eyes were opened - there was rest and satisfaction. Ilie was no
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ikealigx%and the perpetual.presence around us and about us - help us to know

AR,

that there is something in the doctrine of the spirit. And the doct

The Bible says something about 10,000 angels in the book of Psa
LI

e

The perpetual realization.of this presence by those possessed by faith. Now there

isx@gi%&ﬁég o..heldeve that Llisha saw these angels, with Q;gmgggggxnggi;' But he.knew.

that thngEQXQ%ﬁhamc. He was sure that God had not desserted him. David said the angel

of the Lord encampeth round about then, that fear him and delivereth them.
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Paul reallzed S whe he said we are made a spectacle unto the world, and the

angels and the men. I Cor. 4:9,
y ) ‘ [d /W/
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God's presence, those who have faith (wit:éhgzg_ﬁwy%%%gn. And will be aple-to.

see. The prophet prayed - and his eyes ‘were opened. The Lord opened the eyeéwsf the
1

young man.
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God is present with his servants. And wherever we go, God will be with us.

All about us, we realize there are enemies - and yet we know that there is the

unrealized presence.

Mﬂfjﬂ —~

There was a mistakg in

gl_,an.d”" when they persecuted.the.xeformers. And also

in Scotland, Framce, and Switzerland. There was a mistake when Phara

let the children of Israel go. There was a mistake that Herod made the.deecision.to

crush the new Kingdom, and kill all the he%g;§%§%haﬁies in Bethlehem. It was a mistake

when: Nero secutedethe.Christians in Rome..~ And it was a mistake when they put on

the scaffold to the stake - the Waldensians in Spain., They didfﬁgﬁ>realize the presence

VAgA?ﬁ in izié?;iiimff hz;mzil%;v:;si/_ VZa/ / 4, %?Z}u§/¢*'—ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ
MV\’ ) f&w?' M W/ ﬁ""}j "
Ew’w %aw w:w P '_%WW/ %
eb, AT m~uw ‘ 2 ' By
RPNl Rty %

-1

8w”r—gm¢%7 Y
' I Ghon der 1f this ﬁzéﬁgnce fz reéi?d gzéhong éﬁiéiT%es. I'l sk t?ﬁ%iféter ihow
%X{?Wpew%mm?ﬁ@v/’ M f@é]ﬁ

shall we do, _You believe /ou are a c11%gwgi;gg)¢??'Do you, 1leve Ahat. God will tagke
e Yo S il 1/@% 28 Lo
ca ?, of 1 hls pe But how wan§-3t%is a@% alarmed by thgythé%ZBt of‘sic ess in %urﬁ w

e G e SR

fafiilies. And we in a nervous way ask - what shall we do. Here is a sufficient God,

who is present in our church and in our midst. With what power we ought to preach this.
Because John the Baptist says there comes one mightier than I - after me. What shall

e do. Who will roll away the stone for us. Sometimesfwgwgplymsee the hindrances, and

half-heartedness in religious work. The greatest hindrances to our success, like the
spies frightened and said - let us now grow up. God's presence will be with those

who will meet the test, Abraham left his native land ~ why? Decause he knew that . God
was with him, Nehggigh an exile went and rebuilt the walls of Jerusalem. !He had plenty
of opposition. But he said, the Lord God of Heaven, will prosper us. Therefore, we

his servants will arise and build. c
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When the &Span
English power - that turned away that invasion. But it was the.

of 1,1 £

o holdeth the sea in the hol hand,. .

The practical application is - it is well to be on God's side. Our eyes may be

closed - how many like the young man, missed the realities of the providences of God.

But when his eyes were open, he saw that he was not defenseless or helpless,



