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said, "I wish there was someplace called} the Land of w
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INTRODUCTION:

Beginning Again/where all of our mlstakes and all of our heartaches, and all
of our selfish grlef) could be dropped like a shabby coat at t:be door and never

v;ty and truly a new yg_z;r can become something new for you as an individual,
And also collectively as you work together with others, we have never experienced
the identical events and the exact circumstances that we will experience during

this new year.

We ,,haye @ assed this,v before as the Scripture says.

the banks of the Jordan River -- they loaoked across to the Promise Land -- they

had not passed this way before.

not a new land except to the children of Israel. They had many

journeys, many battles — and this was not.new to Israel. But here was a wa
journeys, many batt] ot .ney ,

for personal victories to take place in the new year.

\

You want to He was the (__ _

leader and I think in the same wav,(God}speaks to Deacons, Teacﬁrs, and L%lers

e

in general, Here is a message.

, he says, (Egggr 1 - Verse@ ,Y{Lgns,,éé Dy servant, is deady Now the

great leader as described in Deut. 34:10 was dead. His voice was gone. His

personality forever absent. (N matter how g

lorious the ggst had been,no matter

how great the leadership had been, the past was gone forever. There is

and tqng_row, t%lp,on. As Paul says in Phil, 3:13-14 - Forgetting those things
which are behind.

Qééhﬁa )was going to be the ‘new

fona\ of them _had gone this way before as they were coming to the Promise Land.

N e s mrarei T

:ad.r. They had never journeyed this way. Not




They had never crossed the

_before. And here@be new, perplexities

i

and new temptat}pns, new duties as well as new privilsges.

N @n,d long life and h the children of Israel across to
ow {oshua lived a. long %/> n _gigéél‘ c n o rae S

=

e e e

the Promise Land. And he was an able-leader. Israel was to depend upon him as

their leader. Moses, they loved h%g . And of course his

shadow lingered. It was a terrlleng experience. Here was a difficult tagk, of

me) of yOou know(how dlfflcult> it is to lead people in

leading the people. And.

.....

. s / :
work, in civic, or 1n<c/‘ps - Aou hav-'had respon81b111t1es. If you have worked

in your Sunday School Cl gﬁ

or your Depar/ment you know how difficult it is to
(
keep a large group of people moving forward together. And this was going to be

otential and he knew

knew their

the task of Joshua to guide these people.
22 B2 CPelUs

!
that the cities of Canaan had no And he had the responsibility now

of dividing up this land.~ And this was going to be a chore. Because if you know

how people squabble ove;\;\Iigg;gzggg§£§=£gg£_9f land, vou know that Joshua did
Y ' h 0 1 ot . >H
(Coor® ehan suse a(Cpep cal /

I think that's why God said to him about three téggs, be strong and of good

courage — that is be determined, be fearless, set your mind to it, and follow the
task. And I think God instructed Joshua to stav close to the word and observe and
do all that he instructed him to do. And God promised Joshua a great deal that he

was going to go with him in this.

Joshua 1:2. He séws arise go over this Jordan. The river itself was strange

reports that giants in the new land, and they were instructed now to go ahead whether

- then his child does not argue or analyze

and rEE;%pize, but he must go ahead and do what he can.

This is where you have to(Ehink@about the(&gg”§;;?. You have to forget somehow
/

your sins, you repent of them, why worry about sin if God says he is going to forgive
—

you.
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about your mistakes and fail;xes. You have to use these
8 E y '-_f-— «
as bridges.
You have to forget about your s

8. I think this is a_hard joh for some

people. They think about all they have done in the past and they just sit there

and think how wonderful it would.be

@ it were 11ke that all the time, Some talk

about how itfTused to be,y But now God is interested in ¥hat) you are doing right now.

You've got to forget your<cl1d grievances) Israel had to forget about the hard
D ——

way Edem had given her and had to push aside the (grudges)which had come before.

Now as God speaks to Joshua - Chapter 1-5 —-@will be with thee. Nowz;,;\ was_

,7—'

would go with them. Now that simply is the thing for us to look for. For we too

stand at the ggt_e}LﬁLP__lmlmmgl In!when

President of the United States someone aske hm which way we were headed. He said

lt_ I don't know b_gf;_,j«lg@p@,v=;qn:--gu;;'-;7way%. f~Now that may be a good description of us today
as we face the future. We don't know which way we are going as avgg_t}on, as a people,
but we know we are on our way. And if every hardship were known to us, then we would

likely give up. But here is the future that we cannot be afraid of as

. (( » ) » .
said, do not wait for extra ordinary circumstances to do good. Try to use ordinary

situations. If you are faithful in the little - God will trust you with much.

~ msﬁua 1:6,7, and 9\ (be strong)and of\good courage.)

God knew that they would have fe7ar, he knqy;s that we have fear. Over and again he

encourages them, challenges them to be bggyve. In fact actually promised perse-
=
cution to His Disciples. I wonder sometimes why we are so shocked when: the perse-~

cution comes to us.

God also said to Joshua in! Chapter l:6\—< divide for mthe land. Now

(4 —




everyone was to éelievé Zhat as he marched in God'§_g;m , that he was going to

sell out cheap but Ez)vou will stand with the church, you will reap something of this
/ —

harvest. Now this is what God had to say to his leaders.

e #

was symbol s preseﬁéé and power - it was a reminder of their deliverance
b i R 5;§££

God's move )

knew this and they knew that the ark had never failed Egem. It had brought them

LS

s

n (they saw Now the Israelites

:

out of bondage across the Red Seg and they were to move with this ark.

Now the @ig;;iﬁlnust move in the New Year as make her decisions as God moves.

We must discover where is God going and then follow His leadership.

Joshua 3:4 e have not]passed this way before. Now you note this is mentioned
il e T e A, . R
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again and again.

P

— :
attempt to enlist the people and say to them that all of this

is going to be Gméothe. And how difficult it is to inspire people to move forward

and to make in a New Year when people say - well, we have never

ne%commt tme

done that before. Let us kindly but firmly remind you that maybe that's one of the

best reasons why we ought to do this in the coming New Year.

No half-
hearted dedication at this point is going to do. And I think this is still for us.
"'__\———"7

@ye are going t_what God will do tomorrow for us, I think it still means for
P o, - e PP < T

us to sanctify ourselves. (hard) d women to believe this. That what
we need is for

the require
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Oh the flimsey egg%ﬁes that”people give. Many Christians seem not glad as the

Psalmist said "I was glad when they said unto me, let us go to the house of the

Lord." /

Let us sanctify ourselves to more(praye

Let us sanctify ourselves to more(Bible
Let us sanctify ourselves to God anngur money!to God and do what we can in
this way.

This 1nvolves(%1rst a_se aratlon They were not to linger with the heathen

people. But to put do their idols.2 Cor. 6:17-18,

It meant ing/them, The Lord cannot use dirty vessels., 2 Tim. 2:19.
Tt meant facr{ficir )'\1 e is going to find a Christian life easy. Matt. 10:38.
meant Sacrl s No one s going to find a istian life easy
Matt. 10:43. They were going to have to serve their fellow
man and to hélp and co-operate if they were going to follow across the Jordan and
= ICLOS! rag
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to be successful in this mission. But the end thereof is death.

ffﬂw> \\\ Now Joshua speaks in the next place giving great promise. [Chapter 3:5.[ The

from his people for this conquest.

Now when they forgot this, then they fell before the small
Qrgot this 1

>

God had to trlm,dpwn Glddeon Army) for the simple reason that he knew they

w,q.w A

would boast of their own strength rather than his. Now the wonders he will do are
J
among us. Now¢necessary for us lr not necessarily with us. For you see, God can

oggrgggwmiggg;;wgggmand he can operate without me, And we many times are more con-
cerned about our personal lives and we want to receive attention -- look what we have

done. Rather than making known what the Lord has done with his people.

edwover a new pro!ect in the church - if there

[y

fit to come to you as an_ individual, would vou be willing
u S T T

to take part in it, ?’
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MY NEW YEAR'S WISH -
ELEANOR GARDNER BEDON "

I he’crfd them welcome the New Year in
With horns and fireworks and shout and din."
I thought, as I felt the Old Year pass,

"What New Year's wish can I bring to my class?
To all those ladies I hold so dear,

What's my best wish for the coming year?”

The very first thing I would wish for you

Is faith, unwavering and true,

Strong faith in God, no matter what

He sends this vear to be your lot.

Then I'wish for you courage. sirength of heart,
A willingness to bear your part

Of joy or sorrow, work or play,

Or whatever comes from day to day.

I wish for you love that will make you sweet
And kind and gentle to all you meet.
Then [ wish you the joy they only know
Who have won a soul to Christ. And so,

-1 wish for you peace that comes with rest

After you've faithfully done your best.

Hoppy New Year then to all of youl
That's my wish for Nineteen Forty-Two.







When the(fruman Center)for the Advancement of Peace was dedicated, President
=z : =

B\ apem i e

' A
Harry S, Truman said memories are short. Appetites for power and glory are unsatis-

fiable. 01d gzzgggg_@ggg;t, new ones_take their places. O01ld differences are com-

M

posed - new differences arise. Old allies become the foe and the recent enemy becomes

T the friend. It is all very baffling and trying but we cannot lose hope - we cannot

[
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Truman was saying that time does not change th%&gs - that we have' not known

days like these before. That things are different now. I think this is the call of

Joshua to sanctification. To give way to hove, we are not to déspair. For God
My T — e
[l
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‘J‘} { ?Urg,‘g};.ll his followers live up to theirs. Mm‘ﬁ“j“'%/ L @ it

W ”'5’9/ Gedlet1a make others beppy ehzougn you, during this New Year, if you will let
« — js v
/

S,
%%jbnce said to a young man, is there a single soul in

9#9 ﬂ@)/' / him but use you. A
P S
‘ " E/ 77
4ﬂ” the world who'can look vdu in the eve and sav I thank God for you. You have made
o e SHEG _ s
@fﬁg life easier for me and better because you came in my life. The young man with tears

.,
in his eyes, said, sadly - not one. I wonder if that i ue of you. j
is ”y » said, v Ll nde at is tr you “}W&%ﬂ

New Year - you have not passed this way before. But herej%,

I think that we will find the highway mapped out for us. It may be a dangerggs/fbadt::z

- I'm sure it is if we try to\travel it alone)without Jesus, or without thé guidant
Al H 4 t

i

e

of God. And I'm sure it is going to be dangerous if you try to /iijs;/&t withoat

- (reggnting}qﬁ_Xng_ﬁin§+.and turning to Christ in this New Year. Aﬂ%/
{!\ / . &, - . //Vt/
\ép( I think as the visitor told of the\Mammouth.C edin Ky, )ds he followed |t guide
«;r: % b & -
(%S through the different places, he said that the guide siid\hg\ygg}d preach one short
N

"~

sermon as he mounted a rock called the Pulpit. And it was short Q\ﬁREEp close to your

guide.” It is a practical one on such a tour. And it is more practical as you enter

.
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