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REDEMPTION THROUGH THE BLOOD

I Peter 1:18-19

Carl F. Henry raised the question "Are we with them?"
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The "tﬁﬁp" is the New Testament Church.

Have we preseryed or %gg; their insights and incentives. Are we trying
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to enlarge the place of our tent, lengthemour cords, and 552225535“ our stakes
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without looking to the rock from which we were hewn?

Christianldiscipleshiﬁ)for the early church involved more than ethical
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concern. What can I do for Christ or my fellow man?

New Testament Churchmen centered their(&aith)in a doctrinal discernment
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of deep spiritual dimensions.

They had a gripping awareness of what great things Christ had done for them
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through his death.

They remembered him as one who gave his 1ife as a "ransom for many'.

They recalled that "while we‘zgre yet sinners Christ died for us".

John 3:16 was for them in Martin Luther's fine phrase, The Cospel in
e

miniature. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.

Early Christians were more €hrist conscious than “culture conscious.
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Th%‘monstrous mggementé)of our time would not have discouraged or disturbed

them. They would not have been intimidated by the population exp}psion, the qg;rs,
the cqpmﬂhism, youthful rebels.

They knew they had a crowned Christ whom God had highly exalted and given
a name above every name.

Peter deals with the doctrine of redemption and with the stroke of his pen

fills verses_%Byagd_lQ_not with humanism but Christo-centerism!
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I. Describes Disciples As Redeemed.

Principle of Life.

It follows, there are who are Lm-_r,edegmfed!
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the opposite.

- Christian man is as God meant him to be. The non-Christian are
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,Redeemed is a Biblical term. (@gégldoes it mean to the Christian? Who then
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are the redeemed?

The reg3ggggsgre,thnse_uhg:§£§ggﬁgood with God. They have peace and pardon
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from Him; union and blessed fellowship with him.

They are possessors of a Priest%ood — able to speak to him for themselves and

speak to him in behalf of their brothers and sisters.

D) are those that are estranged from him. Sin is a sinister
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separation between man and his Maker.

1)\hides from God when he hears his footsteps in the garden because he
loathes having contact with a Cod with whom he has no fellowship. His folly with
the forbidden fruit has fractured relations. Sin pusheqﬁgod out of the picture.
e
The (redeemed) are those who have well-being in the other world.
edeemed) 11-beir
This is not to say they are free from anxieties and apprehensions common

to man.

e - a contentment as psalmist —— "God is g%§'refuge
and strength, a very present help in trouble."” Iggzgggge will not we fear,
though the earth he removed and though the mountains be carried into the midst of
the sea; though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains
shake with the swelling thereof".

Some Negro Churches still chant - "}fﬂ}}fon't wake up in the morning every-

thing will be alright'". This is their way of abbreviating faith and futuristic

hope.

)- put it "for we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were

dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
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heavens'.

The redeemed are tpgse who have been delivered from servitude to~§§;an.

This is not to say that the redeemed are @ot) tempted by the evil one.
But doe ect the d;ggé,of his life. Sin may reside in this

mortal body but it does not reign!

II. The Disciples Were Not Redeemed By Perishables

(géééi}- not redeemd by corfggtible things as si%yer and Eg}d.
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President Johnson spoke of a Great 505;%;y - more homes, jobs.

Churchbmust sound the warning that these high hopes will end in disappointment,
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failure, frustration.

Gold cannot bring life bagk to dead body.

Gold can only purchagg_;hig§§ which are as corruptible as itself!

In the sphere of the soul, currency will not pass.

1/could have given sums of gold, stars of silver, constellations glowing
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with precious metals but none of these would have been sufficient to free one soul

from the curse or penalty of sin,

)spent his days on earth with scanty corrupti equi

_ y cor, R“ghgg pment. He was no

home owner (he had no where to lay his head) could not furnish a formal education

from any accredited academy, He did more borrowing than buying, using other peoples
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pggts, colts, beds, upper rooms. Apparently the only material legacy to the living
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at the time of his death was a seamless robe. He had no life insurance or burial
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policy, his funeral arrangements were taken care of by a secret and altruistic

friend. This was his life by choice.

I am convinced he was not opposed to the possession of worldly goods. He made
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it plain it was possible for a rich man to be righteous.

Charged his followers to be responsible in material and physical welfare of
Pl

. TFeed the sick and hun visit those in prison. He did not
their neighbors ngf e sic ery, P

spot light or accentuate the perishable but things that survive time and tide.

@Churthspends much energy upon corruptible things. Buildings - budgets -

order of worship.

Give redemption to sagging civilization.

III. The Disciples Were Redeemed By Precious Blood

Central truth of all Christianity.

(ﬁ§%§§>* not of supreme idea is here.
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The blood is the of all flesh. Life is mans possession and God's

supreme gift.

When a man has given his blood that is all he can give.
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) remembered the sacr syste Lambs were offered day by day

for the sins of the people. As of a lamb without blemish and without spot. The
s

suffer of calvary made atonement for sin.

syon the preciousness of the blood.

Perfggt charaEEszrwithout blemish, without personal sin without spot.

£ gg;ggg_expressed faith in the redeeming power of the shed

e T e—

od of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth us
i

from all sin". "We have redemption through his blood". "All things are by
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law purged with blood, and without the shedding of blood is no remission'.

Lord' pper.

New Testaméﬁﬁ‘SPeaks of a worshipper drinking unwo;fhil; and drinking

damnation to himself.

(1t) has in mind the doctrinal inadequacy; the failure to discern the

significance of the Lord's death.

years of Jesus earthly life is recorded.

Dr. Hatkett gives brilliant answer - The Gospel recorded only three years

- not!his 1ife£E::!H15 death was the great work of Christ.

It is @hatz is set forth in the(ordm @ aEtismEis not
commemorative of his birth or his incarnation. It call§5£é£mlnd_his_dea;h.

"We are burried with him by baptism®

The(éord's Sugggf>is ngE_g_ggggggél:gg;;gg_sgz%gg on the mount or the

example in daily 1

It brings to pemembrance his death "This is my body which is broken for

you". This is my blood which is shed for you''.

The preciousness of his blood holds(gleansing powe;)for the peasant or
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prince, heroes or handicapped,high or low.

The preciousness of his blood is‘interdispensational}and offers salvation to

all who liggfby faith - patriarch, priest, king, prophet, those living today or
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uqhg;y tomorrow can come to the waters and drink.

The preciousness of his blood‘Eurns away wrgtE)and makes one acceptable. There

is now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus who walk not after the

E—

flesh but after the Spirit.

The preciousness of his blood (is sanctifying)this redemptive power inspires

one to grow in grace,

The preciousness of his bloeod iglggchatolqgical in its ultimate effects.
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The M "I have a home prepared where the saints abide over in the
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Glory Land".
He can b2<éé££52§)0hrist had this in mind when he said "I go to prepare a place
ety e, (e, R B ;
for you'.

He can die with{P e is laid up for me a crown of

righteousness'.
The church's (battle cr

"There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Immanuel's viens,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood

Lose all their guilty stains'.
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