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INTRODUCTION
Theboégviktgt I conducted the funeral service of a baby. When I concluded

I noticeda young man standing on the side by himself, with his face away from the

crowd, looking into space. And then I observed, there were tears streaming down

his cheeks. In a few moments, I asked him about his {i‘glationshi@ to the family,
Or the deceased. lle said, I am not related in any way. I just am so_torn up

- I was thinking about wll.aﬁiyou said. About the death of this one. And so.there.-
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were 1lenL tears 1n ehalf of someone else.
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I think at Memorial Day, and season, there is time for the nation to pay @\M
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tribute to the memory of our heroes who, fe;_%r on the high places of the field. ﬂ/ p
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And down the path of the national life of America, we have come through the -@‘f’ Lo
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Revolutionary War the War of 1812, the;) C1v11 k’ar, the Spanish-American War,
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Vorld War I, Horld War II and other wars. Prize of kinship make the memory of

those who served. And those who died with unselfish sacrlflce, and who gave the
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full measure of life, The memory of the pégau ser;ps the present. If it lifts

the present above the record of the past.

Memorial Day is an(mportant}day. As we think of the loyal sons that went

forth, who bled, who died, who gave their best. Toqggaggﬁ%gMMgmg£;§;NE§§ and a

grateful nation will pause to remember the valiant men and women who have given
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their lives in defense of their country. It is difficult to say éppropriate}vords
that would express the true gratitude. Really, everyday should be a Memorial Day

for the Christians.



As we think of the past, the memory, of what God has done for us. It is also

a time that we might remember others.

:fr M—’J}A\“z‘.‘.“

In the ;

- e TR e o

/ . 3 .. N ‘
e/at Killarney are the graves/ of ancient klngs_ of

Erelaﬁ Qn thelr tombstones you may still see the sxmbols of their royalty. But

close beside them, are other monuments which mark _graves w1th‘?§}¥ords\ and the cross
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their good steads dust, their souls are with their Geod, ,.m}txugt.

patriotism that some of these men had. It was mw a thing that happened

to the flag. It was making the most and the best of one'sl§e1f. They were citizens

that wanted to be true and stand for the principles of ghelr country. And so they

worked ifer freédcim. }_ 10.7’1 = Ta..,z,ﬁk zm,a-m?
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And it is well that we try to let them live in our hearts. f/one time said,

memory is the treasure house of the mind, wherein the moments thereof a";qg“_kept The

monuments are preserved. And so it is as 11ke the years that go by. As one great

was walking along the battle/field o

Later, oh he said, look at the
dell_c_at&gwg_jll‘gwggg growing in the amgun itionlﬁqic&is that are empty. The wi}dwlrlc_)sg coming
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i 3-9-’;3 m. Even all of this brings peace /and gets us on/track
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again,
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remember once again that we need to give thanks for those who died.
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As somebody has saidg.ye can neve : : ) ount/with those i n_the
field of honor. That is why we need to tgach and train our yputh.and boys and girls

EEA A e
about the importance of this memory. The meWﬁe. So Memoriad- Day dawns
once again. And our hearts a loyal gift. Our herg gdead of days gone by. Laid with
their lives the cornerstone of this Memorial Day.
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Oh you who sleep in Flander's Fields Be’f'weeu e Grosses ) you on oW

Sleep sweet to rise anew That Mark 2o PMC’C'/ HNAIM%I{Y
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And holding high, we kept the faith
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With those who die. = 55,,“_ /:761%4?‘/ ﬂm:d. ‘Hu ﬁwﬂs beLBuf

We Are Fhedend. jégff‘dmjﬁ_ Rg.o
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Loved Ald wacdoved and, Now We ki€
We cherish too the poppy red — '?}—ﬂhrde,+.5 =7‘1f-ekrl ’

That grows on fields where valour led
It seems to signal to the sky

That blood of heroes never dies.

But lends a luster to the red
Of the flower that blooms above the dead.

In Flander's Field.
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< And now the torch and poppy red

We wear in honor of our dead.

Fear not, that ye have died for naught

/

We have learned the lesson that ye taught
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emotion and feeling about tljese
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And Abner, who is brought to his grave, nctin the course of nature. But by the hand

of murder. And a war-like spirit. And by violence. { Abnér was an offiicer of

T g : e, 1 .
d n under King David. And the{King) took a 1 ¢ of the genemal- grief,
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And the account of his untimely, unlooked for remgyal. In the Word we read this

usual tragic scene which awakens our sympathies - even today.

It seems to me, that as we consider what happened here - we should discover some
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thing about Memorial Da

dihad made a»

‘IQQ We need to read these verses and discover that l

_War and it was good. And it was going to be the thing that would end

war and would bt@ (@m’e!ﬂ: away with peace. lie thought it was settled.

Sometimes we have that illusion, with nations.




reaty had been 51gned And Joab d;d ot llke this. Why is 1t that thou hast sent
%qﬂ%,‘-u.. e ST :
him away and he is quite gone. Sent him away 1“._,,.2.3‘:?.,.',‘@

wh‘hen he went « out from the presence of David, he s»enl‘h messenger o

Abner, to invite him to comesin. Now D§v1d knew ng; abodet this But in ‘@‘
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we find that Abner came in, a peaceful w. And at the ,ook him aside

s
e
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as though he was going to have a private coriférence. And \ﬁnu um w1th a swordﬁ

And we find that in the

e vas. aipihuho-gied in the Snte

following verses, Hsald to Joab in V }« ‘ and to all the people that were with

e‘r. And the Kgmg: followed
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/
'*yw'—i As they buried him in Hebron, the Krling.‘llifted up his voice and he wept.

the King said

And all thew‘p"ﬂe wept. And very bri

dnes. In some foolish way as a pr1gg er or a robber, He died in the
Vi

interest of peace. And in V&84 - We find that all the people wept again, following

the Kimg's“speech.

V;_ﬂﬁ The King would not eat bu gdd And all the people took notice of it.

e King said, to his servant, do you know there is a _59 and a gféat
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man fallen this day in Israel. le di@lenged them to a Memorial Service.
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Let us think about one or two items,
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who was beﬂg@l and excwnt and useful in the Kingdom -

and now evil had blotted him ou%j; And how much good he had done and could do.
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/ R\gﬁhe was#hs éx BI% is worthy. His unf%gnce was great

throughout the community. He had(prevente:jl the entire community to degeig_e_z_rate into

war. And ‘how! can we otherwise weep when we see such great examples, of men who
= e 2
were GEJFiTIg to put out warf. And he had no reason to fear the band of wicked men

““who,had called him to ‘a meeting. Abner came inwand“Was well meaning. He was notT ]
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I think Dawid felt the loss.in his bereavement of the A&
eminent 1mpow of this man. Sometimes many characters and indg 1d11§?§

cosmll i

i',mh.\- they have opportunities to be agtive. And for service - they have

T

many talents. They move among us. And it is a most distressing loss. When a
b e .
Chrlst;&ﬂ%"}'i taken away. Someone, an individual, who has a various talent - it

requires abilities and energies of such to carry on the work. And yet to say, an

eternal '"goodbye" -4’3} the people wept over him, I think, when we think about
RS ” ;N?

that, we too share the silent tear, about the service of those who have been lost.

Useful people.



2N .
il fﬁ'hirdi the ‘benefit./ It was an important thing that was expected o@.
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There actuall here - one whgywas trying to carry ﬂ .egcé._v And’l}@n-
he goes and is silent in theg. Who can really say what he would have had
ability to offer to us. And to save from many dﬂgers and hardships. And the
benefits that would have resulted. The man who w - who tried to serve—
5533941‘ And he was doing a siggg},service. And his name has been put down in the
it O
{boeigéT QQQ!Q‘remembrgpce. That all the people should weep over the lost, 3
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~~ "m, the cbitter ingredientd’ As I think of the loss ofsuseful people, I think
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it appears to me that some of these people were L{WWS that_they

had enjeyed. They were sensiti\(e about what God had done for them. Until he has

been called home - this perfect servant., And has been removed anmne had really
appreciated. him and his labor qf love. But@ he is gone. And there are reasons

{ficked meily fell upon him: And that isfa bitter ingredient) When
e e A B e NS 5 5

that we could give.

you think about God caring for even the sparrow that falleth on the ground., Not without

the lleavenly Father's eye - you think of a man., When all of the things seem to be
going toward peace. And now when they all come together, it is not surprising to hear

it sald all the people wgpt again over h1m.
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We think of the datastrephlk of the Civil War, World War I and II, and Vietnam
T e,
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and the other wars., And the ‘loss Irrw%. We do not really know

how to express the things that we have lost through this bitter ingredient which is

gone into the destruction of so many.
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I11. ( INSTRUCTIONS FROM THE PAST _\

My brethren, if our loss is so great and our
= = amanmm—

grief so deep, that they have lost - and what must they endure. We could not attempt
.

to describe the feeling.
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ar -ye€, says the tender Apostle, to the DlS(.‘.“lﬁle of Jesus - OHW% T
W&MMLMQ How desolate we are, most of us, at this point., Who <./

wants to bear anybody else's burden. But when such a man is absent dies, and he dies

in such a manner as this. The whole nation must go to the throne of grace. And let us

go with them. For there, and there only, can they find grace to help them. In every

practical way. And especially by day and by night - when we bow the knee in prayer.

They may reap and benefit, in the strong supports they feel. But David,{V:

the Bible says he followed the "asice *to the grave. And that the people Wept‘;

"\
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@i’gﬁa@make dmprovements;
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with them that weep. @we need to say to ourselves - lets e i s. Lets
w

begin with our own lives., 1In V{£?§ - David said, and the people came to him. They

wanted him to eat as on other days, and David said - so do God to me and more also. If
i Al T S T

I taste bread - or ought else til the sun go_down. In other words, David had such deep

 “ hat he said, I am fothgoing. to eat and banquet until the sun goes down. I am

g01ng to spend this time 1n£§§3::;?}ugafor my own life. Probably, considering how le

COR NI
might improve. And this would be something for us to stir up the gift of God that is in
P )
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us. And that God had given us. And to think about the talents and the loSs of our é&*ﬁ—&g,

i

dear;deceased.friends. And fellow citizens - who are now buried in their grave. lie

might employ this thought - to somehow improve our own beingS::ﬁgpdﬁ;ﬁyould exhort

£ you to learn to redeem the time for the da%s are evil, 7;: -_,f&i?;ﬁ,f“45;*i’%25p<2~——
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why who had tﬂagggt ~ there was%&miée,a But here there were still the rumbllngs of war,

And here we are, we mourn. Dlsease comes. And we seldom ever th1nk about it until
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it 1nvad§,$ <our, frame, 'And the gr@amama&“@mwmwlmg ﬁLay. And yet, ;jﬁgﬁér

at last dies suddenly. As a man falleth before wicked men, so fell he.

It seems to me that he was.prepared for that stroke. It found him in a state of

preparation-to.meet~God. He was calm and resigned. I think we need to admonish each
other today. ﬁ;;%suehﬂannhoum@aEwwewth&nkmnntgﬁghgﬁﬁgn%gﬁw LAY, come . And if he
cometh on us by surprise, in an unexpected moment - and we are hurried away to the bar
of God. What will be the terror of our feelings. Ille that is unjust - let him be unjust

still. He that is filthy - let him be filthy still. But if we cannget ‘instructions on
e ""'v AT kwdlwm
igertainty, of-human.life in our text. We will also

see the unstableness of human greatness, Abner was_an important-man. And we will also

SRR

thlS Mem we can see the
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see the presence of wickedness that is ever there.
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%h-d‘ﬁa:ﬁ_ygFﬁﬁ?fgﬁig-};j { Throughout this experience, I want you to notice the people
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4" and the.King. They soyhht tgqulorlfy God. And recognize that a great.man had fallen.s
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That a great pr1nc§lln Israel had lost his life. And they also took stock that the Lord

§£ ma‘?ﬁl mwarg them‘r ©of evil according to his wickedness. They put it in the hands

n”.’,n-‘ ”
Sy

1o recelve Chrlst 1ntohxggﬁﬁh%§££tm And to say "Yes'" come into my life. And

e AT RS

thirdly, be w1lL%ngat9$le;.ng;have hiimzzzuiiﬂizziu}ife at all costs., le have thought
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about those who have§§51d ‘the _supreme Price. e need to remember that Jesus ‘Christ paid _
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this prlce.ulth his own life on the cross, And for your salvation, And Tow-1 anm sure
e Bt ’

that you will come and make such a dec151on.
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