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No person can _lose bv 1np llrst.

loss will be turned 1nto gain., You not only get your pe-
wards now, but our rewards later on in the

life to come . We are like children wading
in the shallows along the shoreline of the unlimited ocean
of God's power, ,

The blessing of God's
empty if not filled with God.

8. Our lives are

This blessing of widesbt usefulness .
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PULTING GOD FIRST IN OUR LIVES - I Kings 17:13

Introductlon
n outstandine sin today is the widespread' practice

of puttlng bod in a secondary place., The church is weak to-
day bgcause we have not put Christ at the center and great

numbers of Christians have never given themselves to'the Lord.
They are not living a holy life of seperation from evils
They think in terms of dollars and cents.- profit and loss.

The dedication of oneself to God is pos51ble only

Lord .
for the Christiam. The yielding beging with a envolv-
a specifiic decision and act, depends upon our attitude,

The!?élieve; g;%her has or has noB made this decision to
yield to God entirely, or To .a certain degree.

Our story today tells of a wiggggg=ggg§n'who
had an unusaal experience. .

I. The question why]

This 1is usually‘the questlon, "ﬂnz should I zive
myself to the Lord? Why should I put Him in first place?
Is not iip service enought" Perhapu this question could be

answered with many statements but I think it can be summed

up in the fact that we are\pot our we are bought with
a price. John 17:5 say that the Lord gave hlmselx for us.
We belong to Him by virtue of .creation and i

the fall of humanity when Satan took over : el
%x‘. eg obllgation

Therefore, for none other reason, we are

to put God first. 7 AM Fvee —2( & Cra B0
The(Thristian witl TevVer enjoy Life until He doess

The world will lead him astray - pleasure and temptation will

overcome him. I do not believe this question bothered this

woman in the story that we are to dlscuss.
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| II. Done by willing Faithl VI3 .
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The matter of puttting God first must be through

faith, trusting. Our fears and misgivings must be met by
surfh—a*ggihroupht 5 2alths




Some Eeople react as though they were asked to
Jump off a cl¥ff. You must remember that you are placing
your life in the hands of a friend, in the hands of one who
loves you.

g

Therefore, this[fajth must beli G
Heb. 11:6. We must be persuaded that God exists and that

He really lives and take Him as the scripture reveals him,
as the creator, redeemer of the world.

Thel widow illustrates }the im of this
faith in dealing with God., OShe believed the\Word of God
as it came from the rrophet - even though it was a stagpering
request.when we think of her poverty. She had only enough
food for her gon another meal and should she give it to a
complete stranger? But she believed that God existed and
she listened to the prophet in v. W es s

This Xaith also led her to believe that_God would
y o R Fidd

rewar g ith 4 She believed that God would
provide some way. So this test was given her - perhaps the .

easier one first when the prophet requested(water)to drink.
This was not too easy, however, for a drought had been ons
/But the widow's faith met the test. And then when the test -

concerning the(ioo@lwas presented, faith met th e
test., This was similiar to a test that Abraham faced,
IIi, Done b ely vielding.}

g A QW _21ass is clear and so we get a cledr
vision of God through this story as we witness the yielding

upon the part of this woman in
means

putting “od first.

@W Vil
this widow

7as ready to be of service for God
rather than o accept the

gain for herself, 1In fact, this
meant a real sacrifice. This service called for the surrender

Qf_the nearest and dearest to her life for it would mean
certain death to her son. Ffven as must be willing ¢
-giv? Issac, as@&xugﬁnms willing to give up a throge, :
asCannah) was willing to give her little hoy, as (¥ 7as
willing to give himself - S0 thiscwidowvwas willing to give

o -

her last handful of i :
- ‘o%af"
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@) duty above desj
ohe wanted first of all tofulfill her duty to
God. ey dof

Thow Q. IR Forresy -
@e

This widow placed the spiritual above, the _‘;;
b,re!ad- @g gdn 7"-;‘733'64 2ot Cound; Woran ¥Sue ~Ce
(::)' ernal abo omentar

Her faith could gge far beyond the ci ances
of the moments L0 fhe great future. This is amply illustrated

in a story by/ir. Middletonf who tells of g girl who came
from the Tenn. industrial school. She had been placed there
because of & broken home - 1930, Her father died XXXKEX
before her birth and when she was 12 years of age, her
mother was able to bring her back home. Enrolled in S.5.,
First Baptist Church, Nashville. Made a public profession
while in the Intermediate Dept. Last two years of high
school talked of going to college. Frances was sent to
Ridgecrest . ©She worked on the staff. When she returned
home, she felt happy because there she had found young
people who felt the same way about Cod that she did, She
wanted to be a missionary. a S.5. class of women provided
tuition, spending money, for four years at Carson-Newman
College., After graduation, she married a Christian man.
They attended Louisville 8eminary Rev, and lrs, George
Jennings were prescnted as foreign missionaries in 1947

to work in Spain. "My mother was unable to send me to
college,but took care of me. He always does you know

for He,said, Sgek ye first the kingdom of God".

<:::>(} 's will above 13
E 11s widow \Eghnot esitate to put herself

in the background, nor did ®he rationalize and
but she gimply obeyed God, yielded to his will. She did not

think of helf hearfed service, or givine with a udge, or
€§§§£Iéiinn5 or some substitute offer. <Lhere were no ifs.

1t envolved 21l that she had. Even as the 5.5, teacher Mo
some years ago gave the [Life histor: _@{
and his devotion to God., He was the Sup't. of a littlere———=
country church. He always put CGod's will first. He hglped

to.enlarge the progrzm of his 5.5. The pastor of his church
sald that he met this young suplt, plowing in the field.
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