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PRAYER FOR A DOUBLE PORTION

2 Kings 2:©

INTRODUCTION::

¢ to look through the Bible as we have been doing for two

or three Sunday mérningsand discover some of tﬁe wongggﬁul, wondquul examples (/"“
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‘EveryChristian has to decide(what)he wants most. {ﬁ%af§will be the %ﬁé&ﬁkﬁ&gﬁf@y@

priority in his life.
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Twvery Christian has to dgglﬁeéﬁﬁgipe wants people to remember him for.

e

What does he decide to achieve in 1life.
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The same thing with business men, professional men. They have to decide

how they want to be rememhered.

/hope of the church being approved by Gog and meeting the challenge
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Spirit,

Ve desire 7

re than anything else to be known as the people of God. Such a
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het Elisha,’
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man was theip
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There are three or four (thing

3 that happened in this man's life.
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- z&;ﬁfﬁ%? all, as we study these pages of history - he was,é”pggayeroggvfarme;$%
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e was simply known and reigggted in the community for his ability as a farmer.
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Sigpﬂﬂfﬁae became knowni as a servant fof the Lord = serving Flijah. The
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prophet Tlijah came along and called him and he regponded. And he followed in

the foqgggﬁgs of the prophet and served the man of God.

igg;ﬁzElijah passes off of the scene, Elisha is to continue his ministry.
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And we discover here the fgjzﬁ'thing he is tnown as. § )

came into town, people thought of him as the man of Cod.

So here is a man who is a farmer, known as a servagnt of the prophet, and
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lastly as a man of God. Yow there is hope in the world today if we could get

o

a whole generation of men and women who would in the same way.
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to an individual who drifts along. le must be prepared and disciplined.
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one day, and the prophet of God, Flijah came hy. Speaking for Cod. e called
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this young man into the service of God.

What a spiritual experience this was for Elijah. Te was a dedicated young
S

man and he loved God and wanted to do what wﬁgwxight. Te had this encounter with
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Cod.
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\Lefore you or anyone can&& a man of Cod, you'll have an encounter with
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God. That is Cod is more than just sorme far off manager cof the universe. It has

to be something personal in the heart which results in salvation.
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Have you felt\th1q>tpuchuqn your life. Tave you heard something that God

has whispered in vour heart. This was the first step.

-\q&ms cast on Flisha, T ¥in
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chose you for a task. And God's man had cast the mantle over him. Now

will Elisha do with the call. And the responsibility has been shifted now to
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the young man.

-{*&

ny of his surrender. Dy taking these expensive

1ng9 19:21.
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them ~ he was buiﬁing his bridees behind him. And this is necessary
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- that no ﬁalf~hearted surrender will do. Compromise and discipleship will never

change the world.,

Fach of us must evaluate and examjne our own surrender and commitment - what

gort is it, how deep, how complete, have vou broken from the old life.

So there is encounter, surrender, and service. BRefore

Lligha~gcould come to a place where he

ad all that God wanted him to have, he had
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to lose himself in service for God. And this is where power .comes. You earn the

right to be used mightily of God. Yow vou may desire to he used of God, but he

had to do this before he could even pray the prayer that we are going to come too
¥ ol b O

in a few moments.

> had to be content to abide bw Mow this is where many

of us have problems. To humbly serve God in obscurit . Many times during these/ 10 }
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years or so, Tlisha must have longed to do las To do a little more.
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But first of all you must surrender your life completely to God and tell God that

you will serve him. Yot how you will serve,him, or when and where. Because God

may take Zog;,;g;g%£§ away from you.
iw

1life shall lose it. And whosoever

For these many years Flisha humbly served Fl%%gh and he served Cod.

E ijah came to the fnd of his minis
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tryv and he asked the young Flisha

what he could pass on to him. kﬂhatjhe could leave with him,
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- w1thout any he
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"?tion or delay he offered
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a prayer. That a double portion of thy qplrlt be upon me. More than anything
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else, he wanted a douhle portion of the spirit that rested upon the prophet. Whatever

It seems to me that this is what{ 7, to the man who

s /
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will open his 14fe to the ho. irit. Jesus declared,%ﬁ

belleveth on me, the wor(s tkat I do, snall he do alqo. And greater works than
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/,
these shall he do./ The man of God upon whom God has poured out a double portion

of spirit, will perform even greater works in this world than our Lord.
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was obvious that he had a double portion of the spirit.

Trom the time that he took up the mantle of the old prophet, it

P

The answer to his prayer was revealed infthree ways,) And this will happen

in your life 1f you will let the spirit of God have its way in your being.

A

Firsty there will be a double portion of'com-agsr Elisha was a man who
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Agiggﬁeabout people. Tle was moved when he saw people in the Lord. Ie wanted to
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serve them, He primarily wanted to m%g;wgggmgggds. e shared the burdens they
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carried. And when he saw people, it touched his heart.

The huoLﬁpﬂ had died and she had a heavy
L

debt, And men were trving to collect the ;;Lis and threatened to take all that

she had., Te told herx rom a small cruise of
—T
0il, he instructed her to pour the oil. The o0il refused to run dry. She paid

her debts as she so0ld the oil. And this is an eternal truth.

voman really needed help and Rlisha had coppassion and really cared for her. Her

“e art was
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roken. And as we say todav, he hurt just as she hurt.
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Cur church needs the same kind of care of the people ahout us - deep

compassion.

Secopdly.ya double portion offwisdomfvas eiven. ¥e had the wisdom that came

¥
to him., Yot knowledp But wisdom. Yow many people know a lot of things but
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they have wery little good common sense.
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The first thing is ~ he was 1W=Jn’ SS ,,ym;ﬂugx;@nﬁm,ﬁorlé, ¥e was not

p-and the fan'fdir of the people. That is seen in the

a leper. A prominent, and Tlisha treated him as a leper.

a way that this man tecame ohedient to God's command in
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All dowvn through history thegghurcﬁ}has had a prohlem.with.this. Jémes 2°:1,9
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The tendency of the church was to cater to people who were prominent. We need to
: it
W
pray that Cod will not let us be impressed with a person. Because of earthly
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importance. But to see that people hunger after God. Fven the lowest creature.

Tach man bears the mark of sin in his life and that's the message.
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The second thing we see in the storyv of MNaaman is, he wasi;neffected hy

Tligha and wanted to give the prophet pay

portion of wisdom. And had he accepted

Ty i
tha gift5%@g would have gone down to the glory of l;gga and not to Cod. And
——— o e Y
go he was égzzéenouOh to,s%g that God got the glorv. God would provide for his

nigggz Tow many today are over whelmed with material things.
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Fverything, some:peop ut of

roeatit 230

. Now here

St

> do is to see.what they can get
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was, thank God, ope minister of the Cospel who served people with compassion and
the aspect of his ministry was not to get something for each act. He was not

concerned about this. But he was concerned in serving and caring for people.

Jesus said, no man can serve lug.maskers - for either he will hate the one
and love the other, or he will hold to the one and despise the other. And he

goes on to say, seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness. Matt. 6:24,25,

and 33.
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j)kf 5 Elisha's servant, iGehazi%is a perfect example of what happens when people

—

el
are distracted By material.things. He came after, after the Syrian stopped

him and he wanted a gift that he might give to his master. lNow the great man

was wise enough not to get the gift. BPRut CGehazi denied what he had done. And

O

V,jflwas stripped of all the things that he had and became leper} What a price

he had to pay for his greed,

I think there is a real danger today - the g;éégg;hat‘takes hold of men and

e . .. . e s
women., And.ev&fi“those in the ministry, ordained of .God. Whogpoonl Y er
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pursuits other than the Gospel. Tor the purpose of making a (few

o

have this thing going and that thing going. T think that is why the rich young
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ruler couldn't be a disciple - Mark 10. Material possessions became his soul
interest, Mow there is nothing wrong with working to maintain a living. And
Faul apparently did this.
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' K?hiﬁgﬂ a double portion of Flisha gave a great demonstration of B« W bkl
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spiritual power. What an exciting thing to live and to serve a living, ‘powerful
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God,

Yie is a perfect example of this. So powerful was his spiritual. life that

Jof people when he came

¥s coming
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T.isten, even %ﬁterﬁElijah’@ death & and Flijah had died and wa@)buriza\ and
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he was buried.
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And they came over the tombh of Flijah and thevy buried one of their slair
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soldiers. Very cuickly, they éyrew‘the dead man in the grave of Tlijah,

the man was let dowm and tgyghed rhlfgpgex)of Elisha,
s =
hig feet. TFven the hones of Tlisha, revealed that
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power. The man's life was over on the earth,
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Tlisha was dead - and {fod's

., Vis influence and power

Ve need men and women who have the pnower of the risen Christ ~ vho are filled.

"ho are controlled by the spirit of God. Acts 4:33,

And great pover gave the apostles witness of the resurrection of the

Loxrd Jesus. And great grace was upon

o,
ymust decide what vou wav§g§%§§. You muet decide how vou want the world
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relp us to desire this prayer -~ that a double
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to see you. Ifay fod help you and
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portion of the spirit of our Lord - that will bhring compassion, wisdom, and power
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