ONE WORD SAYS IT

Eph. 2:8-9

In this mquEQrQQy in which we live, most people rate you in the culture

on things that are big. Somebody might ask you what kind of house de you live
o

in. What kind of a car do you drive. How many suits have you got. Fverything
is related to something of a SEEEES because we need to keep up with the Joneses.
And our culture is all a jumbo size. It over rates big things. Somebody has
said we have elepﬁgg;i;is. And that's our big trouble. The best, because it is
the biggest. WNow that is the misconception that we have. But that is one word

that many people think says it all - the word BIG. But Jesus said, ye shall not

live by bread alone.

Another word that people use in our contemporary way is that of being
offered. THouses, monthly checks, boats, cars - every prize will be awarded. They
promote this material and they declare those that are not lucky in the first
drawing may have a second chance, etc. But the man who mails the form back,
right away with confidence that he will be chosen - is the man who is trying

and crying for the moon.

T want to talk to vou this morning about one word that says it all. This

is the gift of gragé; Jesus offers complg;gﬂfg;giveness of sin. Power to be

victorious in the daily struggles. New relationships that will be formed in

the fellowship of the redeemed. And everlasting life in his presence.
The gift is of grace and by grace to whosoever will.

The one story - the one word tells it all. Tven young people are interested




tool by which you can triumph over sin.

You may say,, T jam not having a 51n_problem. Oh, yes, you are. You just

S

don't know. We all are. There is an ignorance in us that send us on an immoral
errand - the sin of ignorance. And there is that freedom that we have. And that
And T tell

is what sin is. When freedom is easily misused. You have done that.

you if you keep on living - you will do it again.

Thers ia that traoie nassion t+o want to he God. Manv of us who affirm Cod

2

in this - those that have a rebellious spirit. Think about the story og;%ugustiqg

- how he was rebellious in his 1life. Had a dramatic conversion. Young people who
are conscious of the spirit of rebellion might do well to listen. Here is a

Christian scholar who was a rebellious student. Ie belonged to a group known as
the wreckers, 1600 years ago. But the one word "grace’ worked in his life and

brought about a remarkahle change.

Grace is the active princinle. This means that not merely God found men.
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Or was found by man. But it means that man has ‘been found through Chrlst - through

faith means on condition of faith. Tt is on account of faith., As if faith were

the ground. And that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God. 1In this statement

- the word that and gift are not to he referred to separately, or together - to
either one of the words - grace or faith. Both of these refer to the whole statement
or the process of salvation. That means, not that salvation merely - nor that grace
merely, nor faith merely - but rather that salvation which is by grace through faith.

The gift should be so understood also.

That it is not of works that no man should glory. ! How did _you get to Heaven

— ——aren e
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somebody will say. Well, I built a hospital. Or I helped to do this. Or I worked

with the Red Cross. Now this is man's way and not God's way.

John elson talking to himself about a self—righteous man - I am also right.
I do a lot of goog\\h%pgs and live right. And I'll take my chances. And someone
said Nelson, {f_?od lets yﬁu in - there will be discord. Othgggwggy;gmgéggﬂyggghy
is the lamb and you would sing=wo;ghy_§mal. An angel would th;gg;lgpugrgr thé;f

wall. Psalm 34:2.

The one word that says it is grace. And grace says so many things. I think

that we will limit it to three things this morning. It says he died for me. Tt says



we have in Jesus Christ someone who can save us from our sins. Now I don't know

any other way that it can develop.

In my judgement - at the rock botton - we are sinners. And some of us are
e et

not being able to see, no one but self. To be a sinner is to be a package all
Wrapgedﬂqp$ip’ggg;§g}5. And that's the smalleqt package in the world. To be a
sinner is to interpret your destiny in terms of personal pronouns. I, me, and

myself. You talk like that all the time - and you are a sinner.

Ay

The/poet says this --) I had a little tea party

(Boey s |

' This afternoon at three

/ T'was very small, three guests in all
i

/

I, myself and me.

1 ate all the cookies
' Myself drank all the tea
Tt was also I who ate the cake

And served the punch rto me.

How many people live like_ that - they have( I 1tis ., When a man is a real
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Christian he has gotten himself off of his hands. The grace of God now holds him

and keeps him. But we are in big trouble today because of our selfishness. And

s a2l

we need to see that the one word that says it all for us is grace. This is the
thing that is going to keep us. Cod's grace toward us is not cheap. He lets us
struggle. But faith teaches us that he feed the hungry multitudes. That he loves
the woman of the street. That he helped the blind man:., That he touched the hearts

of those burdened travelers on the wayside.

Tf his word is true - he is really Lord, of this universe - and he keeps.
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“ 1II, /HE GOES WITH ME

There is grace that will help quzz_gggg.of the way - and this is why it is

amazing (= everypqumis on a jgg;pey} Noquy‘ighsgg&@i@gwﬁt%%l. That is an

impossibility. The older we.grow - the more we are permitted to see life and see

people moving on toward Christ-likeness and Heaven or they are moving toward Hell.

Now many people T know are living on the ougg&ig;ghgﬁ:ﬁgaxgp. There are others who
-

are living on the ougg&lggg_giﬁﬁgé&e T don't want to throw anybody off the side

track, and I am sure today that whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.

And if you take a long look at the people you know the best, at the people
vou work with, and vou take a good look about you next week - you will see that
everybody.is anxhgi;“wayh§qggwggre. And please God, if you have started on your

journey to Neaven, it is Christ-likeness. And His grace goes with you.
—

i :
\i&yg:long is the journey€; What is the distance between here and Heaven. What
e - e s o Y ;

are the miles between love and covetousness. And love that gives. It is further
than this life. Tt may be as long as eternity. You don't know that yet. But we
are on the way and we are pilgrims.

A/

As one man said my favorite Bible verse i§ Josh. 1:5 - 1 will not fail you.

/
Nor forsake you.” There is help, grace at every step of the way.

4
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{ Paul'said, five times I have received at the hands of the Jews the forty
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lashes less one — three times I have been beaten with rods - onee I was stoned.

Three times I've been shipwrecked. A night and a day I have been a drift at sea.
On frequent journeys in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my

owvn people from Gentiles in the city. And dangers in the wilderness. 2 Cor. 11:24,

2F

t i e sh.
re further concludes that there WAS 4 [bﬂ]?] ,HVﬁJJ ham in the flesh A
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he goes and journeys with me. It says, that he keeps me.

I.F\HE KEEPS ME ;

This is a manifestation of grace. | T do not simply count on my holding on_to
e 3 % & R ) - g
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him - my grasp is too weak. But T can count on his holdi “QR"L§PP . And I can see
that as I look back., What was it that called you to follow him in the first place.
Who was it that tugged at your heart. Who was it and what was it that gave you

a clear wvision.

Wheéggzuﬁhg;QNQLQ%} from thy spirit or whether shall I flea from thy presence

- if T ascend into Heaven thou art there. If I make my bed.in.lell, thou art there.

i
ThefEfutH is that he keeps me - he holds me - this grace says. It enables me to
‘a.\iﬁ::n-ﬂ""m'

know that he conquors me. And this is the thing when vou get your hands on this

tool by which you can triumph over sin.

You may say mi}am not having é*gggmggg%}em. Oh, yes, you are. You just

,,,,,

don't know. Ve all are. There is an ignorance in us that send us on an immoral
errand - the sin of ignorance. And there is that freedom that we have. And that
is what sin is. When freedom is easily misused. You have done that. And I tell

you if you keep on living - you will do it again.

There is that tragic passion to want to be God. Many of us who affirm God

TR ‘?r"#

o

o f
- we have a problem with outselves ﬁ;Eg_are our own God.§ We see and vou see what

ever bosses your life - th Cod. But that he hold .
_‘nmﬂ,zﬂygﬁﬁ axwyguma;e.ﬂg ut grace says that he holds me

And (man) cultivates the inspiration to be his own God. That man sins. But
( ) vate —

thanks be to God for Jesus Christ. 1In spite of what we are - inspite of our sin -
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messenger of Satan. Three times he says I hesought the Lord about this. 2 Cor. 12:7-9

/,
he finally concludes my grace is sufficient for youf/ That is the answer God pave Paul.

e Tr——
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Do you helieve it. Can you believe it. That here is someone - all this life, every
step of the journey, grace is provided for you. That he goes with you. Now 1f T can
be assured that this help is available, that it is His help, then I am not afraid -

and T am secure.

That means that my motives ought not to trip me up. That every last thing

about me should be pure and in accord with grace.

Dr. Pratter of the Methodist Church in Missouri, said that he started out one

iy

afternoon to vislt the crabbiest old woman in his congregation. She was a q$d9w’
g Y - 115 B i

with the fgﬁ&ggﬁﬂfgggggﬁ}gwmhgqﬂg§p, I pulled up in front of her house and I sat
there for a minute and T logkeduﬁtﬁggg‘;easpgﬁ why I was going to make that visit.
They were not very pretty he said. I was going to see her because I was afraid.
That s@g_would begin spreading the word about the community, that the preacher never

-7
called on her. Then he says, I was going to see her, just to sogﬁhg"pg;ggjl;z_feelings.

St e

But he said the Holy SPi?iE,H?ﬁ-Pgﬁfher on my heart that morning to go see her.
And so, now he says, Iw;gg}}gdgggg:pppongerngd about her needs. But I was concerned
with mine. But he says the Lord had committed this to me - and so I had to deal

//
with that. And he said when I got there -'somehow I saw he:ﬂggrggdf§ﬁ£hild. He

Pl e il

says 1 sav a ‘tender misty eye. And she poured out her loneliness. Most-of.hex

ha =

friends were gone on. Fer son lived a 10ng way away and she seldom heard from

I i LML o

him. And there were no community activities which she fitted in. She had mo_car

to get ground in. She did not feel wggg%g or needed. And there was a cry.of pain.

He said when I had been able to_see her thgggghﬂghgﬂggggﬂgﬁ.Christ, it

really touched my heart. I patted her on the shgu;g5§ and we had a prayer together.

She grigged_mxyhﬁng and with a radiant;ﬁggg}she said —;”I'm so glad you came.
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And sh 51 S ) i " i
she said it smiling warmly. Two weeks lat%; on a bheautiful autumn

R
day we carried her body up a little green hill, bathed in the sunshine and
L. . 4 _— o=

layed it to rest. And he said as T stood by the grave and bowed my head, he

A S A WG
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says I wept for her. And I thank God that his grace had gone with me that day.

As T contacted her.

j |
i
&

( }esus said that even a cup of cold water given in his name was blessed.
‘ 4

s T

If we wait until our ng}ves are spotless, the thigggmggyggggi%’about us will
never be quenched. We musgﬂggzgwﬁpamggp of cold water. Now if we are wondering
if somebody is watching us, when we do this act of kindness - or if we should
advise somebody about it so they will admire us. Dut that is not the important

thing. The motive - it is the water.

So don L.get tr ppedjgp on the motives in your life. God's business - he
c ommits: his business to you to give someone the water. And ng accepts you Just
e T e e

ag _you are. He knows that and he knows what you need. And of course, grace,

goes with you wherever you go. And this is one word that says it all. It keeps

you and it goes with you.

III. | HE DIED FO) ME_[

Grace says this one word - that he died for us. He dled for me. In a heart

e s o\

K transplant - someone has to d1e. That someone else may live. All of my life, I
\?w 2 led i

have used this phrase - Christ died for us. But have I really seen what it means.

Now God's transplants never.fail: And if you catch a glimpse of God at

o

Calvary, the love of God, we'd see that somebody had to die for us.

e
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( Pgﬁﬁ shouts - but God shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners,
Christ died £ s. Just before writing that verse - he had been thinking of what

happened on that little hill outside of Jerusalem. And he said, now a man might be

willing to die for a righteous man - and some could bring themselves to do it.

But God shows us how deeply he loved us. Tor Christ died for us, While we were

A
sinners. Rom. 5:6-8,

o
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(‘ Dr, Emil Grubb}dieq_gggg;imgjfgo. Now we may not recognize his name. But he
L - ‘“a-—.m..uc-n-'ﬂ

is credited in medical science as being first to.apply-radiation, to cure tumors.

For 64 yvears he knew little but pain. He underwent 91 operations. Which claimed

his left hand, most of his nose, and his upper lip.
e X Sl

f

In(}S”‘J physicist, he worked in the manufacture of platinum tubes - called

T T

crookes tubes. Which were used to work with gases. Now many times he touched the

tubes - he brought them near his face unaware of the danger and shortly thereafter

an irriatation appears on his hand.

In ¥ov., 1895 - it was discovered that X-Rays were announced by another
e mcemem— T Y e A S ————
scientist, Roentgen. And Dr. Crubb knew that he had been burned by X-Ray. So
—-————7

six months later he had his first operation. And for 64 years he suffered agony.

e asked, vhy hould I an innocent individual have to suffer like_ this.

T

Someone asked {E;he would have conducted his experiments if he had been able to

AN————

/f
foresee the consequences. And he gave a negative reply. It was too much to suffer
e g Gy | CEWNCSESSRE s
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- too much t

Now, I for one do not criticize him for his answer. But the dark garden

g

of, Cethsemane’was the place that‘Jesu;\wrestled with something more painful than
mpinmem——



¥-Ray burns. It was on his shoulders - the rottenness of the world. All that
was layed upon him - I can see in myself. He died for me. That is what astounds

me. Jesus died for me.

That is grace. That is the giving of something to us of which we are

thoroughly unworthy of.

In the Court House yard, the county seat, in northern Missouri, there is

— “ﬂ-—ns..;._‘”ﬁ‘._.r mm“#ﬁ?“

a statue of a ung man. In the Civil War, Union troops occupied the town. Late
A P

i e
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at night, someone shot one of the soldiers, of the force - and in hot anger the
e —— P

commander called the town's people together. He informed them that he was holding

the mayor responsible. If the guilty person did not come and give himself up,
i, L v

by noon the next day, the mayor would be shot. The mayor was beloved. He was a

g cpmT

poor man. He was the father of six children, all under the age of 10. When the
i

crowd assembled the next day - the slayer .did not come forward. The mayor was
hlindfolded - his hands tied behind his back. Suddenly there was a voice -

stop. It was the village school teacher. The young man stepped forward and
w
Iy

addressed the commander. Please sir, he said, let me take the place of the

N g e LA L

mayor. 1 am not married, T have no family, and since you are demanding a life -
l'f SEEES

let it be mine., The Union commander seeing the mayor's family present was
touched and agfggﬁ to the offer. A volley of shot shattered the air - and the
.rf"'"

young man pitched forth his life given and gone. The town's people erected a
statue to his memory. DBut I have no doubt, there were @bme?present that said

among themselves, he is a fool. There were some who were chosen another way.

s """'-\
But | someboix,diednfox me and I can never forget it. That's what the word

of grace says. I doubt if T would have done as much for him had the circumstances

SO
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been reversed. Now Jes s Chri
u ist does! not want _me to erect a statue to hlm. He

v T O "
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wants me to live a life for him. He gave that 1life to me when I deserved it the

least.

\
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I was in sin living in my own world and God's spirit tugged at my heart and
that is grace. The highest hopes on this Gospel hangs on - he died that I might be

forgiven. And this is the amazing grace.

liven when they nailed them to the cross - he said forgive them. That was

his first cry. That is grace. One word says it all.

e A2 2 S e e 2

man, is infatuated with a wicked woman. Vhose chief sin is a compulsive possessive-
e M

it
.

ness. The young man begged the older woman to mg;ry“pim. She replies, she will

do so on one condition - that he bring her his own mother' S. heart.
L0 Shs
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The young man is horrigjed with the intense desire of the woman. !e goes
o

out and murders his own mother, wraps her heart in paper, and he runs toward the

house where the woman awaits. But along the way he trips and falls in the street.

The heart rolls out of the paper. And the heart says to the prostrate boy, I

S

hope you have not hurt yourself, my son.

I F

This is what God does. We cut out his heart at Calvary. And the first
— ] . TS ™ ST SN—

thing he wants to do is forgive us. That's grace. Since all have sinned and
e SIS S AT Y TR -

fell short of the glory of Cod, they are justified by his grace. As a gift

through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus. Whom Cod put forward as

an expiation by his blood to be received by faith. Rom. 23:25

Hanue1”Sqo££ said once that he was preaching in the Vi;giqwlglandgﬁand he

was talken out and shown the/rain catchers, There was a time when St. Thomas had

to depend upon rain water for its survival. So he went to see the rain catchers
and he noticed that they were quite unused. And the guide showed him, we no

longer need the rain catchers, we have on the fsland now a de-salting machinery

And v
we can take the water from the ocean and de-salt that water, and drink it
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And when he said that to Manuel Scott, of course his Christian faith

flashed to his mind and he says, that's just what Jesus.does. Hﬁﬁgg;ﬁinsmwih
M-
And makes us suitable and acceptab ~God.
R -
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That one words says it — doesn't it. Grace - takes sin out of our life.

"

As the old spiritual says, there is.no condemnation.in.my.soul today.
And they go on to sing, I feel alright, there

is no _condermation in my soul

e e AR
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today. And they keep on singing - I love everybody. There is no condemnation
¥ l% - ;
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in my soul today. I've got good religion. Now that's the way you feel if you
are a Christian. There is no condemmation in my soul today. And the reason we

feel that way is because of grggﬁ. There is now therefore no condemmation to
———————— e = - R _‘.B"

them which are in Christ Jesus. Rom. 8:1

How check up on yourself - does this one word say it for you.
L AR



