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ON THE FENCE WITH GOD

Matthew 12:30

He that is not with me is against me. And he that gathereth not with

me scattereth abroad.

Whoever is not in partnership with me is against me. Whoever does not
S —  — ———— e ———
gather in parternship with me scatters. Anyone who is not with me is against
—

me. Anyone who doesn't help me gather, scatters.
-———-—‘.‘-——-.—-7

The Christian church needs men and women today who have dedicated their

lives to God and will profess their faith.

INTRODUCTION :

4
it been since yo_i___lg_____ried to walk the-—p-isekgti_f_e_n_}e. Quite a

few years for some of us. We al it though at some time in our 1life. There

is a certain irrestible thri}l to balance ourselves over those sharp points - and

when we are very young, we are always quite sure that if we fall we won't land on

the pickets below.

Most likely you have tried to walk on_a fg%ge. It is quite a proposition.

The today is, when did you stop wa_l_l_l—;_ing_un_ﬁen.f;s. Well, it would
pr: s

be hard for most of us to remember that some forgotten yesterday.

But we have concluded in our minds that it is(ﬁ? 1onger)sens%§;e for us to

try to walk on a fence,
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It is strange that brings on these keen ipsights, about our

physical well-being, but denies us often the wisdom to stop walking on
T T

spiritual fences, in regard to the things of God.

(jggzg)knew the danger spiritually and tried very hard to keep us from
3 7

being on_the fence with God.

Jesus is uite(}lunt in the way he says it. He that is not for me is
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against me.

A good many people have never faced that simp!e truth for their lives.
To not be with Christ with all of the compassion of the soul and will is to

be against him.

Theyfail to stand unmistakeably on the side of Christ is to line ourselves

up with others whosé influence and attitude are arrayed against the master.

(ﬁﬁi%)is a hard saying - hard to realize, and it is true, and it is hard to
" =

apply to ourselves,

is this hard to apply.
@ we are caught bew Now living would be a@:t easier )

for some of us if we were safe behind the pearlie gates. There is just enough

in most people to make it difficult, for them to be saints.

God must have WM because he didn't make a lot of plaster

SQ;DLS - he didn't pour them into a mould and shape them. He lets the saint

grow and develop and the tendencies which we have are sometimes stronger than others.



Living in two worlds makes it difficult, to have an awareness of God.

The(pecon@ thing that makes it hard is that we think oﬂ{;ndecisio;:>
Y

as being alright. But this really is a decision and it puts a little more
7

confusion in the way. To decide not to decide - is to decide. Jesus said
=S

he that is on the fence is not on my side.

A @ thing that makes it a little hard is we reach the place where we

can‘tjstal!)with the things 6f God. A Christian discipleship is something that

canM__pEE_qf_f. It takes the dedication of the will and if you fail to get

on the right side - you are losing ground.

We Qgglgﬂgmhla-in;nmﬂifggn — we climb up these Heavenly steps. The man

who expects to reach the high places at some time has to change his direction.

He has to get off of the fence.

I. SOME THINGS]THAT KEEP US PERCHED ON OUR FENCE;'

T would like for us to think that these four things keep us on the fence with

God.

, there is thgdcost of following of God)

@ there is the (f_ﬂ_e.ax)_involved in it
N

there is theéimplicity!of the Gospel.
there is the ég_k_af—éaunlwé

Thaecae four thinces cause a creat many neonle to stav on the fence.



éi:;j), the{cost;> It always costs something to_decide for God. And that
o

is the part about religion that is most difficult for most people.
Elaeey

Qi:lgggt all the benefi%; of our spiritual life - insurance - without paying

the premiums. We don't want to face the disagreeable truth that our policy may

—

lgggg,or be cgﬂsiéégd when we were unwilling to pay.

said, @any man will come after me - let him deny himself, take up
o .—-—-——'_7

his cross and follow me.

How strange the cross so in_ggg_ggex:sluiied_ch%;rs - life existence.

When we protect ourselves from anything that might harm us - we would like to
somehow feel that we live in a twilight. And there are no pains to spiritual
-.———-—7

living.

Q?Dbe a Christian costs something. It costs a great deal more than most of

us are willing to pay.

The Q:Fh oung ruler)was a good man. A éetter man}than most of us in this
e —. ~ / ____,7
service - if his word about himself can be rglie on. He was the kind of church
qggggxqthat we would have admired. Wives in the congregation would have probably

said to their husbands why aren't you like so and so. len obably admired him as

an example, to some high ideals.

looked at him and loved him - yet, he was on the fence - he lacked

. . * _ . 1
something. Hg_kggﬂ_;gfhlmggif otherwise, he wouldn't have come to the master

as he did. Jesus said his money stogd in the way. He told him to sell everything

that he had and give it to the poor.



lMaybe it was a test to see if he would, asdéﬁffggﬁa]nad been tgsted in

the sacrifice of his son. Maybe Jesus expected the young ruler to do just that.

Perhaps he wanted t ke him a disciple like the rest of the apostles. And

they couldn't be hampered with a young wealthy man who had to be treated first

class, to make this denial of himself.

Now instead the rich ruler remamcun—iu.d%a - an honored and respected

gentlemen, only lacking the touch 6f a glorious surrenderj to make him become
sGCh-85 iy

a saint of God. He stayed on the fenca’@use of the cost.

Now Jesus didn't mean we all had to be poor - because Jesus accepted the
hospitality of homes of the wealthy. And he didn't mean that a man's riches
- large or small - would keep him out of the kingdom. But he did mean that a

man must dedicate what he has to God.

You see now,@ﬁm_oijhef’_ﬂl%— it is @to let go comgletely.

It is hard to sacrifice certain friendships, and social times, to (et the soul
ndgh clal tine

ready for Heaven. It was hard for this young man.. And it is hard today for a
with a promising career to give it all up and gogto_g_gl_lgge7 and go
to seminayy, and prepare himself in order t ach. And to look forward to

just a mediocr nancia re. You see, costs something. TFor a young man

to say my time is God's - I'm going to give it back to Erim. I am going to give

him every—hour, every week. And this will be a sign that I love him.
You will agree - it is @o try to_yalk_a_picm_fﬁy, than to make

this kind of a choice.
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,Zfear.? I think this keeps people perched upon the fence. We

have fear about this new experience - or a new life in Jesus. It is very

much like the @other biré) teaching her 11;:1:3 ones to fly. 8he shows them just

how it is to be done by flipping back and forth, and standing perched on the
ppIng

edge of the nest. Finally, wh;en she comes back to the next she pushes them

out - she knows that they are ready to fly. And fear has held them back all

of this time. They have stayed on the fence.

It is like this in reference to learning how -.@ And to over come

the fear of water - we wonder if the water will supporv-:/us. Now we may know

that other peaple swim. And somehow, I may know that I can swim. But I am a

little bit uncertain about it - I will not venture out - fear holds me back.

(I:!reference to the Christian life, we are a little bit uncertain about
2

the future. (@il I he completely happy about it. If£ I follow Cod, will it
rob) me of my freedom to do as I please. If I follow God, é:::} it tie me down

to_the church. Will itme from a of the fun times that I have enjoyed.

Well, we@be sure about this of Christian living. There are times,

—_—

1 suppose, when the most earnest Christian w%d_ez;s_jzhn_gats_th%_jfun out of
—_ —

living.. But there is one point where we can all begin. DMost of us at our best

moments are willing to confess that we aren't making a howling success out of

living. If you talked to the average person - there are shddows of regret. There

o

are dark-—places of doubt. There are Ee/‘__ars, frusﬁjﬁ.@n, and WOrry.

Now most people put on a big brave front. There is that rest]s’_gs_sge‘és and
7

di@ijs’fiﬁi? underneath with things as they are. (Welfeel that we are not all

we ought to be quite. Through our life we have acquired most of the things we
‘.__'__—-—-—--—-'—_—'——'_‘

have wanted. We have not had the happiness that we had expected from them.



Thet, the more we begin to realize that getting somewheye

is not getting to the top of the social, the financial, or success ladder.

But ég)ig_g_ggg;ity of living. is_a of mind.
/

There is an unsatisfied urge that pushes us Heaven%%;d. It may be buried
for the moment - but sickness, sorrow, or hardship - always shuffles it bhack up/

to the top, of our thinking.

In our sermon text 1ast_Sunda¥ night, Judges 5:23 - curse ye Merog said the
angel of the Lord because they ceEg_EEE_jgljggijy;Q;Jlﬁ_the_Lard against the
mighty. This was the(é?n of the undone) Peqglg_§iggigg_gn_the_€fgne. Instead of

getting on God's side. And perhaps it was fear that Meroz did not come out and get
—7

on the Lord's side.

(Thir%,[gzgplicityZOf the Gospel. This is another thing that keeps people on

the fence with God. Not only does it(éééﬁLpr is there(ééég)involved - but

the simplicity of the Gospel. (;;Lis very simple and very plain - and we go on

day by day in our indecision. The choice is being made whether we are conscious

of it or not. God had to have some PEEE_EELEELXQLiQn' He had to have some simple

workable scheme in order to make it simple for man to understand.

(ﬁgza}will you do with Jesus is still the questionm. EEI;;%ﬁasked the crowd
=

- something has to be done with the Master. He cannot be ignored. He that is
not with me is against me. This choice must either be made with conscious decision

or by your indecision of staying on the fence.



said, he that hath me has seen the Father. He that believeth

in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live,

Wﬂggggsgﬁitherefore who shall confess me before men, him will I confess
>

before my Father in Heaven.

The plan is sg_s’j,_mp}e. The plan is so g_lirsct = thatan can ever say,

as he stands before the judge of life - I didn't know. I didn't understand!

Q§£z>can know him in Jesus Christ. (You)don't have to run all over this w d
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and wonder what kind of a God or an experience you ought to have. You don't have

to go on in enqlggg_ﬁggggnlagégn. You don't have to be involved in theologic%;

debate. The Christian faith believes that God became man in Christ.
e C

The:@;;;;;1;§>pf Christian living rests upon our own acceptance of that
— = SN A — e — Tl

belief. So this simplicity of the Gospel keeps people on the fence.
b=

That little reminder we used to have on afﬁ%fiE_EiEEE;>" nat good i

detached. The same applies to the Christian. Not good if detached from the

'/ bk
Christian body of believers. (g;gjhoes not have any Christians asanonymous.
You can just §;;_nn_ghg_fenf9 - but Christ says you are not being counted on my
=

side. What an inspiring, reassuring fact it is to see a person accept this
simple Gospel. Which is high and holy. And to see a person live with clean

hands and a pure heart toward him.

In a small American community the Pasto? of a little church aftewryears of
e ———————— ]
preaching had a throat ailment that made his voice husky and sometimes it was

almost impossible to hear him speak. Some v%iiggr, one Sunday, asked a loyal



member of the church, why don't you get a new minister. This man can't speak

—_—_—

clearly at all. Knowing the background of the preacher - he had been among

them for two decades, thd the question by saying —- this man's
_._-—-"—'—'——— _— —_

life is his—best is his best sermon and we_just love to ssg him go in the

Pulpit. What a cgfgl}ment = hii’;iie was his best sermon. The Gospel is so

simple that often people stay on the fence. And it is not just offering an
11th hour religion - that is a type of quick sand. Now, you may say that I
will stay on @E__Eg_rlgg until my death bed. Until my last dying gasp. And then

I will get off the fence and onto God's side. There is@ account of this
. S /

in the whole Bible. One account. So that man may not dispair - it is possible

- but it is highly imBrobabl__ . And you may put off the most important thing until

the last moment. You may postpone it - and you probably will do so permanently.

D\:I’atthew 27:; - it is said that with God for a long

time but in that verse, it tells a dark story. And he departed - and went and
h_anged himsetf. The simplicity of the Gospel - quite often people will stay

on the fence.

In the Old\_T_estament -Goshua 24:14-15)- Put it in very simple terms. 11\_11:__/

away the Gods which your Father rved on the other side of the flood and serve

ye the Lord. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. ( Joshua) knew
L = ——

that it was simple - getting on God's side and getting off the fence. And God

forbid that we should forsake the Lord to serve other idols.

/ laM Not only does the cost keep people on the fence

_ so does fear and the simplicity of the Gospel. But a lack of involvement and

committment.
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@ in our text was admonishing that we seal the decision - you must
confess that faith - you must:give expression to that faith before men., For
PR &._._.—————7
whoseever shall confess me before men - him will I confess before my Father in

Heaven.

@ expected men to unite with the church and to give an initial witness,
e ;

on the stand for him. This is a personal dnvitation to any who have not taken
i T

this step — and it has nothing to do with it. Get off of the
— B ——

fence entirely and be_wi‘l_lln_g__gg%d as a member of Christ's church. And

you say by this act of joining - I am a Christian - I want the world to know thilsi
=

I am on God's side.

@ in I Kings 18:2}_ came to all the people and said, How long halt ye

between two opinions? the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow
— = (Q —— —=

him. And the people answered him not a word. Elijah was trying to get the people

offikﬁjgn_ce, to follow God. They had been on the fence in indecision. He was

urging them to make a decision now to follow God.

, Exodus 32:25-26 - Moses saw that the people were naic/eyd, (for

Aaron had made them naked unto their shame among their enemies.) And Moses

stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the Lord's side? Let him
come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him.

Moses was seeking total invo‘l/yement and totwnﬂiment. And this holds many

people back.

ith me , must leave self beh::'Eg.

Whosoever wants to be great must be a servant. And whosoever would be first —
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must be willing to be a slave of all like the son of man. (gesgggdidn't use

gimmicks to gain followers. He h?EEEElZ_l%ﬁﬁd before them the tough command

and d%ﬂf&§§ of discipleship. And it was total involvement. Total committment.

It was getting off of the fence.

I remember the story of | - he accepted Christ in a crusade in

Los Angeles in 19 Jim was a wire tapper in the under world. And when he

came forward, he was a rich man. But in a few days he owned only the suit of
clothes in which he stood. After he had received Christ, he wanted to make

thiggi_gigpt, with those he had wronged. And it took virtually everything he

had to make restitution.
s

He said of his conversion - it resembled an allied ack ny. It
=

was total invasion and they demanded unconditional surrender. He said that
e e 2

came at him and said this is total invasionj and his terms were unconditional

surrender. I yielded myself totally to him and I discovered that I had never had

it so good. Jim became a social evannel%&;s in New York City. He was completely

involved for Jesus Christ. You just can't stay on the fence. Now there are only

a few who are willing to pay the price. Christ's way is a way of discipline -

of hardship. Thein the New Testament degcfibe the Christian life as fight,
fy. A Christi i h

wrest e’_fEP= ?SEE’ Séfﬁﬁfb eggnze, agonize, moptify. A Christian 1s one who puts

the teaching in action.

To make this total involvement - a man must(ﬁ;ny\himsqlg, Self, means the
e v
flesh, the world, the old man - the natural man. It takes self-denial
off the television and spend time in prayer. It takes self-denial and discipline
__.__-———-____,___7/

to read the Scriptures. It takes self-denial aaid — but what things were

gained to me - I counted lost to Christ. The whole object of his life was to
o e B e gl i

honor Christ.
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Total involvement means taking up the cross. This is a volun action.
/ /m

It is a fr:j_g_ﬂgj:_;er. It is . It is not the burdens we bear.

But it is the cross the disciples were requested to carry. @is despised - the
/

hﬂtﬁ)l_miyﬁ— it is of tw,d.ﬂay- This means to associate yourself

with Christ. And share his rejection. It means to take a stand for Christ.
S G-——-——-——"‘_/-'

d, I have chosen you out of the world - therefore the world hateth

you. John 15:19. The moment you receive Christ - you may live a lgggixii;fe

- you may be r%gigglﬁg.

Now if you are going to be totally involved - you must follow h%g. Jesus

said / follow me) When he passed by that day, he said, follow me. Matthew

had to get off of the fence with Cod and get on the side of Christ.

In the Amercian Soldiers were in France one vear before they

were allowed to fire a shot. They went over there to fight. Their hands ached

to pull the trigger. General Perishin@ took those young recruits and for one

solid year t1_wa}ed, developed, and organized as well as digciplined them. And
Cm— ——

one morning he anmounced that the an Army was ready. General
- — R —
Perishing sbggggﬁ, forward, march! And one million men stepped forth as one man

and every Prussian throne trem d. And that day we discover that those men had

teakoend, AT

@Qf the disciples sai@ allow me to go and Wr. Jesus

said, follow me - let the deMMd. Even the sacred duty of burying one's

own father was not to interfere with the high obligation of following Christ. He
. 7

that loveth Father and Mother more than me is not worthy of me. He that loveth

son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. DMatthew 10:37 .
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y to go this far with Jesus Christ. Are you ready to follow

him in a disciplined life of prayer and Bible reading. Jesus was not a drop out
- he worked hard. Now the being a Christian doesn't have anything to do with the
way the stgl/eg are, that change from generf_t_:}_on. Or culture. But it has to do

with surrender.

Joan Winmill Brown) the President, who is the{\wife% of Bill Brown - President

7
of World Wide Pictures while in New York City —-— Joan bought groceries from a

super market. There were piles of hard core phonography. Having once been a
T w——

LW she knew both sides of the street. She decided that in Christ's

name those piles of obscene literature must go. She got other young customers

together and saw the manager. The manager felt a bit embarrassed about what he
A

had on his stand. His conscience had been hurting him. He responded to Joan's

-_—

crusade and the phonography was moved out. Now this sort of thing could happen

across the country,@wa would get off the fence, and get on God's side.
7

ought to go faithfully to church, and he ought to make a
: 7

contribution as WMS%P. Yet the churches are getting mare empty by

the day. let us recall our text again. The all important work of Jesus'

remark here - that in_the world gathering a harvest.

And Christ expects and requires from those who are with him that they gather

with him. He says if you are not gathering with me - you are scattered. And

he that is not for me in this holy war - is really against me.



