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NEVER FLINCHED

Psalm 44

(Vhatt does Memorial Daz mean to you. To some it is just a H/olg;fiay, as we

approach the summer. TFor others, lMemorial Day brings memories from the past.
E}gg, parades, flowers for the graves or some loved one who has marched off to
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war.

The blessing of memory is somethin; that is wonderful. It is found in this
Psalm that we have chosen today. A failing memory is one of the saddest infirmities
that we can have. And yet, there is often compensation in it, because some things

need to be forgotten. 7, hﬂ i ﬂ RA__ e Z !Z:I E s ”-g,,:‘\? jy-;)y L;uirzt ?
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The what the weather was like yesterday. is sunny
s —r ey

Birthdays and snowy Christmas Days of childhood live in his memory. The old house,
ez

the old places, the voices, the old joys and lessons that he learned as a child.
— 7 —i s
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f this should be rev;rsed. That one had a clear memory, even the last

occurancfd last week and last month. But had no memory of the things that happened

—
foung people’

ra t/ ion Day?

f] i es ago. There is great benefit in memory. And no doubt, somd

today ask their parents "s Memorial Day.? Why do we have)Decl

Declaration Day emerged in 1867 when some sensitive women in Columbus, Mississippi
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deco&ted no r_lf/Ly» the gfj_\_f__es of their ov:r_n/dead, who had given their lives in the

e
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vil Wan, which had just ended. But also the graves of Nor_El_nir_p__s_g_.'_Lﬂiers who were

buried there. The noble nspired others to do the same. And them

eventually became nation wide -Giemorial Day.> It has become a beautiful tribute

celebrated with mus/ic, parades, speeches, decorating the graves of those that have
oA /

@n the(wars\and in the nation. It is an effective way of helping us to remember
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those that have made it possible for us to have what we have today. Those who paid

the supreme sacrifice. Those who were expendible.

In (1868 on the date was set aside for placing flowers on the graves
= = e Fh L_____.—--—7

of soldiers throughout the United States of America. It was not long before this
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day was observed to(include) other fallen dead in the wars which we have been involved

in. And more than 500 thousand military personnel have died during Americas wars.
Yorl}t,own, Flan‘}grs Field, Getty;)‘burg, Pear])iarbor, K?a, etc. In Arlington Cemetery
and similar places, in the State of Virginia, we find many silent graves of upwards

of over 1/2 million Americans who give testimony that everything has a cost to it.
.___._—-——'—‘—_v

Treedom costs greatly.

And we know that other people have paid prices. And it would due well for

—— ;
— (parents} perhaps to tak hildren some time to one of these cemeteries. One of
these old Civil War Cemeteries in Virginia. And make sure the children understand that
, —_—
here was some people that gave their lives in sacr}fice, that we might have a great
=V
heritage.
S We men, in military uniforms, who have marched on. And
ey

of course, what America is and what America offers, did not just happen. God moved in
Vi
a mighty way and had a hand in the history. ~m gsaid, Lord God of Hosts, be
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with us yet. Lest we forget, lest we forget. [

Q is a memorial. Well, the dictiopary says it is something that preserves
(goahas

remembrance. It brings to mind. It is a special g,ay, a building, a siiaig;e.

some memorials — like the)\ rainbow Like the memorial that Jaco& set up %E—Effiﬁﬂ'
-
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Like the memorial set up at the Jordan River when they crossed it and entered

the promised land.

Now, I want us to look here at q Psalm which I think has something to say to us
on this Memoria It has a real message to us. It says @ things - something
about the]tokensz the econquest, V. 1-8. }Trampled!and complaining. V. 9-16. And

T — ~ ~

i Triumphland confirmation of the faithful. V. 17-28.

TOKENS| OF CONQUEST - V. 1-8

N

; '
V. He begins we have heard with our ears, oh God, our Fathers have told us
1
what work thou did in their days. In the times of old. It is wonderful that the
parents had told the children about the memorials of the past. And then the Psalmist
—_—‘-_'—--——-—————-"’—q

recounts some of those things - how they were delivered. And how they won the land

where they dwelt in.

For they got @th in possession of their own( swbrd/) neither by the

strength of their own arm. DBut by the strength of thy right hand. And the light
ot

of thy countenance.

I think that if we could see this, the general idea is that. in his !i!vidence,

worked in behalf of Israel. That went before them. And he mentions the work of God
-

among them. And the@still remember these. And how thatplanted them in

the land of Canaan and caused them to prosper. The same is true when we begin to think

about the blia’SE_iggs of God upon The greatness and the glory of God that worked

in behalf of our nation. And this concept we ought to pass on to those that come after

us. We hear so much about a generation gap and other kinds of gaps. But we need maybe
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to remember that there is the creator gap. There is a wide gap between man and his
creator. We are made in his image and likeness. And he gives us life. And the point

18 you_know God Y0u=EIE_EQEEE_EE_EEEEEEEEE_EE? and honor him. And you are going

to obey and he will conquor for you. So the message here is - they remeumbered the

And how we need to remember the mighty degd in our nation. Wer

those who conquored and went to conquest. It was not in their own strength. God
c.___._._-‘?_

apparently was with them. And we think of the mighty dead and we carry them in our

#
memories. (Thomas Carlisle bnce said, when I want a definitimof salvation, that comes
T

4
by faith, I think of Thomas Chalmers. Carlisle carried him with him. How does one
know what courage is. When one has seen courage a brother. llow does one know what

patience is. When it has become incarnate before his eyes.

In the 0ld Testament, we find iY

with him. Was this a mighty burden, the bones of Joseph. Was it hard to carry them.
-~ ———

It increased their powers. A. is_poor indeed who does not know some spot where
theEE’i_-g_é_gIé‘;“F where he can stand and say - here was ong whqw. And

iYit mean nothing to loses in

go away feeling that he wants to achieve the same. |

the defffzj?un, when they marched. The water failed. The food was sgarce. The

people were restless. That he carried the bones of J eph. ( Noj) here was a silent
—V — Sree

rgg%gger. That they were going. In this wilderness, they took heart. And they had

—

A\
a clear vision of what the ideals were in the future. Now the life ofSJo;;EQ, he

lived 110 years. His children and his children's children-are by his bedside. And
- i — ~

these were his words - I die, wfﬁ; visit you and br%ng you out of this

_—

land into the land which he sweared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.

Joseph) touched the bones of his fathers. And saw the vision. And he carried
= —— B e s

them in his own heart. And I commission you, to lay my bones in a resting place in

the land of Israel. That was his right.
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But we do not think of these in our memories as dead. They are our living
saints., If the bones are mighty. How much more the might of them as we see them
with the light of life upon their face. As we mourn them, we summons them to serve

us.

11, "TRAIIPLED.ZV. 9-16
] i

Here is a complaint that they had been trampled and cast off. And he says,

V. ‘ll.% we have been just lik% ghsep} appointed for meat. Scattered abroad.
We have come IM V@ Thou sellest thy people for naught.

\@ We have become a reproa to our neighbors. They make fun of wus.
“ -_;zﬁ,_

V. 15 - We have been brought to confusion.

-

in his memory. He now thinks about
- we have been faithful, we have been true, buf now we are _ He says

we are not being abused.

Our (armies)go forth but they are defeated, We gain no ground. We went before
7
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the enemies but we had to flea. And so we are just like sheep who are bought and
sold. And so reproach has come to us. And he is recounting these memories which

he has.

As you think about@ who have MB - and yet,

— S—

seems to be The country seems to be havidy.’g__m:oblems, still. It is very
much like with the emperorist of( ent down, with 130 Salvation ﬁg officers
-—e—?

on board. 13@ OM I&Ee body that was picked up had on the life

belt. The few survivors told how the salvationists - t{:)w flnding there were not enough

life preservers for all - took off their own belts and strapped them even upon Strong
v

1

|
men saying,(I can die better than Jou can.{ And from the depth of that sinking ship

flung the battle cry around the world . . . others.

Oh what a great challenge, when those men in thnt off for

others. Gave their l:’;y_gs for other people. And that has been the theme. And how

can we today let this be trampled.

III.; TRIUME‘H;CONFIRIH’JD -V, 1728

| —

Now in these verse, the Psalmist deals with something that is really marvelous

a5 he thinks about the tokens of how they won victories. And how they had been

trampled. And his@brings him back to cowh' I@he

says, all of this has come upon Uus. Yet have we not forgotten thee. How marvelous.

God is never fogggf!'%? Here is a witness to God. They have suffered harq things

but they have still maintained their love for God.
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It says, Q:;Zheart is not turned back. Neither have our steps declined from

[ ]

the way.

Jroday . translates

ow this is sort of a common expression

Here is the venture and the {
: Al /l
this 18th versel our heart has never flinched.

among people. The word flinched. It means to ﬁ_gj%}c_@ck or to recoil from fear or
__7_;’, —

danger. MNow everyone knows from his own experience, that there is a certain automatic

panic and j%. It is far common with us in the time of shoek: We just swiftly j‘
bump into something and back ;.:z— /ﬁ .‘0‘421 Do Q _.—?l‘f,m-é,‘? A/F
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Now the Psalmist uses this-of speech here and sometimes this r%il may
“'v

come because of our lack of spiritual reserves. We may turn a corner of a new

experience. We reme.mbej
d at that time.

——
the trial was@ing on, flinche

e

in the court yvard of the judgement hall of Jesus, when

And it means — let us go back. But when I think about th

—————e

that was a trying time for those soldiers. And I think about thg&

>

struggle for a fair future. And everyone working. This word’ like musi?_ to

me today. 9_1Lr hearts never flinched.
—~—— e ————l

—L_ -

Can't you just se as he stood there. He flinched not.
o —

" Pl 3

V‘;
where crossed the crowded ways of Tife,
gl e o] dec waye 0% =

i
and there is one line that expresses his aspect of Jesus J— thy heart has never known

ty
recoil. 7
-_—

Think about Mason North's noble
ﬂ,—-_—-__'—




Sunday Supplements

Members of Northend Prince of Peace Lutheran Church in Seattle received 2 special
announcement in the mail listing the many things that will be done for them at
church on the following "no-excuse-to=stay-home Sundgy."

. hecording to Pastor Olin Nordsletten, cots will be available for those who
sgy Sunday is their only day to sleep. Eye drope will be supplied for those who
have red eyes from whtching late Saturday night TV shows, There will be steel
helmets for those who say the roof would cave in if they ever went to church,
blankets for persons who thikk the church is too cold, fans for those who say
it is too hot, score cerds for those wishing to list &1 the hyoocrites present,
TV dinners for those Who can't go to church and cook dinner &lso,

And finally, the sanctuary will be decorated with Christmas poinsettias
and Faster 1illies for those who have never seen the church without them,
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The real art of life is like a stonewall - to be anchored.
gt

—

f—'\
Look at that noble&!!!’ standing, towering up in the air for years. Tested

by storms, and you think of those roots that are down in the ground that are
unmoveable. How amazing. The heart has never flinched. Never felt a recoil.

Perhaps swaying at the Kop, but gternally fixed, rooted and grounded. And that's

Memorial Dav to us. I wonder if we hawe as great a

‘and common ordinary gsp, who went off to

take their places in the trendfies those days. To pay a price.

what brings a challenge o

dedication as those wond

Spanish proverb Jgoes like this -

i VU Take what you want, says God

Take it and pay for it. !l ;

Now this is a gommercial figurd but this does beat the suggestion of Jesus

of course, in the Gospel. But it does talk and say something about the matter of

sacrifice which the person ought to have. We know that(ﬁggzgz)choses to be Hitler
= v

and he pays the price, for that kind of life.
.__——-—-'q

We know that moreover3<§;;;;1223flinched for years. And fipally he made %g

his migg to be a musician. But(as)a small boy, he began to play the violin with

lack of success and discouragement. He tried medicine, paintjng, military life.
> __________-7

And then he came back to his first love and decided what he might do as a violinist.
Y

lle started with 8 weeks of solid devation to exercise his_fingers. And ever since

his practice - he has pract%ged with discipline. For what he wanted, he had to pay

{ -
first. The result, as in ckleberry Finn. ﬁhat is the use, your learning
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to do right. Said Huckleberry., When it is troublesome to do right and it ain't no

—

trouble to doiwrong. That idea is shared by millions and multitudes. To do wrong,

and they think it costs them nothing in advance. We get what we want at once and pay
for it afterwards. It means paying in advance. It means decision, discipline, and

there are young people who think that it ain't no trouble to do wrong. It is a plenty
in the end when the bills begin coming in. And worst of it, is they are not all
presented to you at one time. 1In God's name, we ought not to run up such bills.

And this is where nations have problems, and we thin% about this on Memorial Day. Jesus,
himself, applied this to personal ;ife. Te talked about people first sitting down and
counting the cost. And they began to build-a tower. And who of us can escape this

question. We have to make choices.

Chr%EEEEE_hgmes, fait%fg}_ggrxiages, religious traiming for our children,integrity

and character, public usefulness. (Ei;)of these are choices but the gg;t - we sit down

and count it. Are we paying the price for what we say we want. What good does it do
to chose the end and then not chose the means by reaching it. !Many a family knows
that it cannot have even a good garden without fulfilling the conditions and yet they
still fool around about having Christian homes, without sitting down and counting the
cost. This is part of our thinking - we make a decision and then we decline to pay

for it.

T think what we are talking about this morning leads us to thf Christ.

Here, the free gift of life. How does he bestow it. There must be a price paid for

it. lere is our Sunday School. In a class bf 14 yea¥:%;§§#j the question comes up -

-

why Christ had desire. And one of the boys said, Jesus)saw a lot of good in the world

and he didn't like the way it was being pushed aroygd. And somebody had to take the

rap and he took it. v

—
—
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Now that boy in his own speech described what the New Testament says about

Christ's sacrifice. The New Testament writers, thinking of Christ's sacrifice,

went into the marketplace and said that Christ had bought us for a price. He went

to the slave market and paid a ransom for us.

Somebody had to take the rap and he took it. Indeed he did, his cross represents
v

the fact that should make every decent man and woman pause. TFree gifts are ours.

So we chose them. Lord, thou did suffer more for me than all the hosts of land and

sea. So let me render back again, this millioneth of thy gift.

Now we are

When we compare

iven life, when we have given so little, it was a audience of
—————

what those who have

They were requested not to applaud. The s ary of N 6
o~ ~

Knogj was giving out diplomas to 547 new Naval graduates l~m\ When

: E—————UU —_—

the Secretary came to one of the midshipman and said,iti'remember your father did
not lose his life, Ille gave it."Z)The midi thus addressed was I. Campbell Kidd, of
/——;_——-——-—_w

Long Beach, Calif. Whose father, (ﬁear Adm%;‘al Is%%c G Kidé}wae killed atfkﬁl
p—— ]

H?;bor 12 days_earlier by an attack of the Japanese.

/ t/

/

('Youngzliidd, pale and composed listened to this brief tribute to his father.

—_—

And shook the hand of Secretary Knoq(retumed to his sgat, anc<___g—_2_]$ that he

e

be assiEed to sub marine du;x / C E? W-’/

~— A f only 23 years was killed 1 (@ his body was found, a letter of
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comeEE_Eg_Eig_Egggg_ I"We shall live foregg; in the results of our effor;gyi We

shall live who by those of sacrifice won the great war. tgonsole zourself in thought

that I am happy. The measure of life is not its span, but the use made of it.B
e -V

This is the fine spirit of the true soldier. We can close our account with
: - -

7

those who died on the field of honor. The measure of life is not its span but the

use made of it. When we think of those who never flinched. How is it with your

life.

That bit of poetry -

Oh you who sleep in Flander's Fields
Sleep sweet, to rise anew

We caught the torch you threw

And holding high, we keep the faith.

[_With those who died.

L makefor calling these things to your remembrance. Of the men
e e s .

who went across to fight our battles for us. And for those who have given life
———————

Those who around the campfires, planned and dreamed of better
———
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W W%u c’ sad if they have pd A

If they have gone through bloody seas to save
e
théa‘
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——

for this nation.

caught a vision of freedom, surely it ought to call us to not only remem?er,

become champions in our own lives for peace today.

As we think of how unworthy we are, of all who have gone before, remember this
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unseen cloud is something that truly humbles us. Yes, we go one step further, and

we see the(i;ggg)paid by Christ on the cross. His was a self-giving sacrifice.
V

He has brought to you the opportunity of life everlasting.

Supremely with his life.

He layed down his life that you might have a more abundant life. Will it be said

of you - your heart has never flinched.



