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slept; I awake, for God sustained me. I will not be afraid
p——— e e .

of 10,000 people that have set themselves against me around

about." Psalm 3,

that he held no fear even for those whO'would put him ﬁo

death.

i:éj[ybw Jesus was fast asleep in the stern of the shlp, and
Wy 7

/Wé/géxtiturn our attenilon to a great storm The paaaaﬁul

scene was not to last long for the sea of Galllee, uhey

e

'tell us is famous for sudden sﬁorms. It is located 682

feet below the Mediterranesn. It's Egﬁ air draws a storm

with sudden power from Mt. Herman down into the valley.
Nmr————— e " /“

Undoubtedly, these disciples were femiliar with these violent

upheavals, these cyclonic storms.

o

The wgves were beating and rolling over the side of the
B -

boat so vigorously that the boat was filled with water, and
¥ —

yet Jesus is here pic%ured as being asleep.

Jesus sleeps in the midst of this storm. Zﬁas there resl
e :
d ?] Tes, & ¥ .
anger :gg, o) EEQ?%:%Q?S’ vg;giE%Ql The eyes of the
féggermen who had known the water  all of their lives practi-

cally. It was real danger, and they were afraid for them-
g R

THE STORMS OF LIFE ARE RAGING Mark lLi:35-l1

Intro: The(égadlingﬁBof the newspaper, the_radio, the

television newscast, have all been colored in the past

weeks with g _raging storm.«:ﬁurricane Carld) has passed

across the state of Texas and on up north, covering about

a 200 mile strip, destroying homes,crops, livestock, and

even to the count of beyond 30 individusls who have met
p—

death through this hurricane.

- C Port O'Conner) a little town on the coast, where about

950 people lived, met with destruction, and gll of the
= 7

homes, the stores, the businesses, all that was left was
the First Bapti c¢h which lost one of its doors and
some of the shingles, Tragic indeed.

lany accounts of close calls, of how the storm ragéd

o o
through ope day, two days, three days, day and night with

the raging wind, the water,. the rain, the tide destroying
everything in its way. The account »M who went

down to Galvesty hought that he would go down to

the water and Xjsh a little bit shead of the storm, was

waught by the risilhg tide, and had to take his refuge on

top of a cowskeéd,
N st

There he spent the best part oi three

™
rain and wind and tide swirling aboq

—— a—

days with

The cowshed stood, he said the animals tried to climb on,
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and he spent that time praying and wondering i1f he'd get out
Ry —w————— ]
alive, until at last he made-his way up to.a little higher

place and there found a small shelter from the rain and the

wind, and shortly theredfter he.was rescued by the Coast
Guard, or some group who were out looking for stranded in-

dividuals. Certeinly if Xgu'wouldiggngzﬁ) he would say

the stomms of life are raging, becsuse through those days,

he did not know whether h;EETﬁet_out alive or not.

<@£;Eﬁabout the storms of life in your 1life and my life.
— R ‘

I want us to look at & simple story in the New Testament

taken out of the 1life of Jesus which I believe has a point
Tlcncsmempnt?

P

-fo}"each of us today.

e

“// .
2@§¢%§§;;;“§§Tf)lt is(highttimel and Jesus said, "Let's go

over to the other side." He tskes his leave of the scribes

and Pherasees, and he says, as he addresed the crowd on the-

highway, "Let us push out and let us cross over now to the

other side.® Therefore they mske plans.

%f& e see Jesus,zext

-3 -
close to Jesus, even as he was in the boat, and they were gl
if they could.but be along with him. We know that if you coc
visualize) this silent fleet making its wsy across the lske
( ) e SR SRR
with an occasional splash of water disturbing thke pescefulne

of the scene...

.

of the ship, got him & cushion and fell asleep, at that poin

he went down into the ster

e ——

Someone would ask} why should Jesus slee ! why &id he hav

to sleep? Was he not capable of giaving awake constantly?

F%ﬁﬁigﬂLj&xnﬁﬂsaid”ﬁé slept to show that he was man." He
Ja— P

slept because he was human, because his humsn life was resl,
| S . . Gcoert T W™

e o

[E——

end ngtmerely p%gz;ggﬁéd. He ate when he waé\bggggy for fo
when he was %Q%ggﬁg, he received water., When his friends
weré&g;;ggsd he wept with them, When they\rejoiced, he was
glad in his spirit. So here, when he was\ggggg, he slept,
Jesus was true man, but he was also God, And here we find

Jesus fast asleep. We know that other(i;aividuals have slep

during great stormsy For example( éeter? whom Herod has im-

They board a(;hip‘) On that same day in the evening, they

board this ship and they put off from the shore, still with prisoned, and he wes waiting to be brought forth to death

some of their friends, they go out across the sea of Galilee. any moment. But he was fast asleep in the dungeon when the

Te must note at this point that there were several other angel delivered him, as told in'Acts 12:6.

/g/;ittle sh%ié> There were some disciples who wanted to be

Q;;;;:%as lying down resting. He wmaid, "I laid me down 8
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Boweae : - '
First, we want to see some of the hessons;that can be
W A

brought out of this story.

L. JWhy are you fearful?
e~ - e

They were afraid, sure enough, and They
— . B

hy\ were ﬁhexz

belonged to {E§us, and Jesus owned and controlled the wind,
and ore851ng tnls question may be embarr3381ng. Do you kot
have faith? It seems that they were(ﬁgg;—zgzgzabafter the

storm had been s tilled ¥han they were Befoze.

They feared

a great fear, and they talked one to another msrvellng at the

man whom even the wind end the seg obey. And there we have

a majestic scene, because these disciples had fesr of Jesus.

-

[%;y are you.fearfui‘}

(Eear Jparalyzes our faith,

Jesus rebuked unbelief, and

put fesar to flight. Faith is the conguering and the opgoéite

of fear, How like is unbelief in every age. We'lve been dis-

turbed.

They had trusted to Jesus their souls and their lives and
. 7
their all. And yet they forgot all of this in a moment of

panic,..natural human fear,

For QQEEEZEE)as slways the same CDHfgggd feeble, sinful

You have received Christ as your Saviour. You have

thing.
known his gresat salvstion.

or storm arise, and you begin to cry out as though you were

And yet, you let any sudden squall

~5

selves, It was very natural fear that they had at this tinme

The Bible.says Ba great storm of wind" as it is cslled...yav
/ n
beating on the ship, and the water filling the ship.

They Were(panic stricke?) and they decided to come to Je

in their terror.
fromiéisturbing him; They could not wait any longer, and it
B er—

They didn't even think about abstaining

was natural that they should come to Jesus, and they said,
“Jie are perishingg don't you carell™

439 e o

-~ They awoke Him, "Lord save us, we perish." Now 8 Was

s

6;moveé)by the piercing mm{EDJ,Jﬁﬁﬁf’was unmoved by the gre:
/S

waves, hgﬁigggiggg; . The son of man had been sleeping,

the son of GOd:ﬁﬂékei%d/ﬁnd before he says anything to the

disciples, he does nob_even answer

their.guesijon. He paid
/ B

no attention»to them at all.

\isb} He{éggg;a)down at the waves, he qgégég)up into the heave

ssed words tha

and he rebuked the wind, and he sald those ble
—tﬂég ?

mean so much to us todey, '"Peacg, be still."

Thesdiﬁg;;;Izﬁgfwo ds_need to be heard when the storm of

life are Eig}gg,: Then there is a storm of life in you home

in your business, wherever you are, Wouldn't it be wonderfu
® s ——————t——C
~

if you could hear the voice of Jesus saying, "Peace, be sti

The winds {;2223; the raging of thé water)was at an end.
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What a revelation of God in m%g. Here is great power por-

trayed.

Inlwhat condition is a man more‘helplgé; than in a storm

at_sea, in a frail boat when the elements are moving about

him...his boat is like a straw in the waters, with death

seeming to open her mouth upon him. But here is a man asléep

in a boat. TIts ropidly filling with water, and its at the

.

point of going down, such and so helpless did Jesus seem the
‘—-—s_a—'-ﬂ?

one moment, and the next he stands to spesk to the elements.

And of course, they said, "What manner of man is he?"

The wordfrebuke here describes and suggests _a wh
_——-4;;; >1 phudntied

e

to us, its very figuratively. We remember that Jesus spoke

many other times, and it is said in one place, “He rebuked

the fever and it left her." A disturbance of nature in

hostile operation, as this on the sea, and Jesus spoke and

put an end to it. And Jesus can speak téfgzzjin;a man's

life and put and end to it.
eartt famines, calamiti disaster
Storms, earthguakes, famines, ties, disaster,
hurriganes, are overtaking men from all sides of nature.
- TGt R

Part of the confusion and disorder in this world is brought

about by the storms that rage. And yet when Jesus takes
~ /

care of this situation here, we see that he rebuked the

-7=

wind just at wne word,

At remember God said, "Let there be light."

C/
And then there was light., And we know that when he spoke

the worll, darkness was gone. We aslso witness that when

Jesus spoke to a man in'ign that sin was dispelled and sin

was gone, and ® imegine there are<§?arts ﬁodaQ that yearn
—___-,‘-? o

under the worlds ills and sorrow, t i r Jesus' voice

saying, '"Peace, be still.®

Jesus then turned to{éis discig;es‘and rebuked and correc

I'd

them as well as stilling the storm. The disciples needed

correcting as much ss the storm nesded to be calmed. He her

had collected his power, and he corrected his disciples for

their wgnt of fajth, 4nd he alsb spokeito them about their
fgggizilt does not imply that they were sbsolutely faithTess

This could not be. They said, "Master, save us." ahd the
7
fact that they said, "Have us", expressed faith that they

L4

believed that there was hope in Christ, and they trusted in

him. It was(éot that they had no faith, but like bne who hs

a piece, though in sudden panic, he forgets that faith, and

it was bad for them. They believed in Jesus Christ, they ha
< g

left 211 to follow him, but infa momen%)when the storms, of

life were raging, they beca
\—‘-—f‘—-/‘
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IV. A question for you

Knowing. that you're on the voyage of life, knowing

that youl're going through the storms that. are raging, I have

a question for you, and its a_question for every person here,
. [y NS Pt

i?;ELChrist»withryoggberezin;the shﬁ§39~ To me its one of the

most.important‘queggions of all time.. Most of us in youth,

think about our voyage, we think its easy, we think its ‘pros-

perous. But there are freacherous waters that mey socon be
reached, snd the waters may rage, and unless we have faith-

in him, and unless we have someone to flee to, what then?
. —

FWhere wall we go then, what will be the refuge, and what will

we cling to in that hour. Now we see here that this boat

Was crossing the sea of Galilee, and suddenly the storm came

Y

up with waves runnine high, and the water coming into the
— é

ship. Now they were not big enough to cope with the storm, -

the disciples were wokking with all their strength, and they

became--afreid. They felt that - their, resources were so little

compared to the storm. e

Now exactly{g%y should any person be afraid\if he feels
-y [ -

he 's_unequal to the life or the forces that face him, if -

Jesus is The only cure of that is faiih,

What is the young man going to do who might lose his job?

-9
lost. You grow downcast when there is discouragement., Your

knees fail you. Your hgnds hang down. Why is this to be
& - —

found in believers? TWhere is your faith? You believe in Go

do you not?

(ﬁ%y’are ye so feggigi? Nearly 2,000 years ag2; that prop
sitigﬁ was met here by Jesus, and was asked by Jesus of this
group of men when ﬁhe storms were raging.

Today we can measure the force of the wind, and explain t
thunder. We have means of protection against such things, b
there is still that element of fear. Why? Why are we so fe

ful, Christ would ask today.

A{ﬁ?gzzsh publisginéwgz;ﬁ)issued a book under the title,

—-

once." A number of men were asked

to wride sermons that they would preach if they had just one

opportunity left. One of the sermon was written,tw'éklber

Ghesﬁggmxxfand his =

"If I could preach only one sermon, it would be a sermon

s statement was this, |

against fear."

Do you remember God sent of Messen@er )from heaven to an-
. éé:; ——

nounce the birth of the Saviour? The had only one
oppg;&unity to preagh, and we note that the very first words

of that sermon were, "Fear not." ILuke 2:10.
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The worst enemy of your 1life is perverted fear, I say
V‘,
perverted because basically fear may be good., Only ool

is fearless, and because a student fears an examination, he
St

prepares for it. "The fear of the lord is the bepinning

of knowledge." Proverbs 1:7
fear
‘But when feith is perverted, it parslyzes and destroys

our faith, and our 1ife. Jesus told of s man who buried

' Jin the ground, "I WaS'afrgjgé" he said. His

talent was taken away from him and he was called an unprofit-

able servant. latt., 25:25. There are a vast number of people
todey who live an unprofitable life simply because they are
paralyzed by fear.

Fear causes a lot of(gg;gzg)--sin?vsickness, and all of
— =

s

these combined, But most people are afraid of -something or

somebody all the time. Why are ye so fearful, asked Christ,

.

IT. Is_there anythin that Jesus cannot master? Are there
e — R ~
any raging storms in life that Jesus cannot control?
5 2 1D

o

would you say? When the winds and the waves obey hip, are
e

What

not your times in his hands? Do you not believe in his love?
——

Do you not believe in his faithfulness? Do you not believe
e
that his promises will stand sure and that Christ is able to

dispel all of this fear and that he can mester everything in

your life?

~11-

ITI. A1l of us are on. a voyage. That is to sayy, as Jesus a:

his disciples wers on thisrvqg%ge on the seaof Galilee, so-

we are on the voyage of(iifgg We: are here on the sea of 1if
ok o ,

and we will (not get acroiﬁ?withont storgs. Some of ws may
have fewer than others.. But we must recognize, that as we
Jjourney on this yoyage, this sea.of life, that we are going

go be in the midst of storms now and then. For you are born

into this world, you go through youth and attend school, and

it is not long before you ar%?qggikﬁdlébthe world with g_jol
miég%gge, and shortly old age comes on, retirement, ‘and all «

these things will present to you some perplexing days.,,

Now -some Sailors,ggffeasxiwinds and sunny ‘days, -and they
— &.r.__-—-—_' rr—————
propper on their voyages, and they are happy that they esecape
the -storm. And on the other hand .there are ships that are

itl=pilotad or that have some mishap, and they scramble for
e fhvtanilistet

life. It is not unusual.for us to read about a>éhipwreggaanc

the weather condition had something to do with voyage, and sc

~

Wwe are on a voyage, and we must recognize this, that perhaps

this voyage will move us through, conduct us through raging

storms.



across the church, they will not extinquish it, but Christ

will apise and he will come forth to be Lord over things.

As Christ stood on the deek of a stormrtossed little g&;p,_

surrounded by this group of men, he calmly said, '"Peace, be

éﬁi}l,“ Christ is adequate and all the fear, of the men were
their

gone, . Not only were/kks fears of the particular storm con-

quered, but also their fears of the future storms. They

inew that as long as they had Christ with them, they need

not be afraid of the raging storms.

Long before the(Eggzaigiplearned that same truth, he said,
-~ v f

"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of degth,"

That refers not.be!just thesexperience of death, it refers to
g

the crises in life. "I will fear no evil!" Why? "For thou

art with ne."

wa{ihis faith does not mean)thgt everytime a storm arises
. 4

that we will call op God and he will immediately quiet it.

' i i i ind 1 th ve "Peace, be
Qometlmes Christ says to tfi;ﬁifgf,and tle‘W%ﬁ?EB : )

still." But atﬁﬁﬁEETEEEEE:De may say it to the perigg._ .

Sometimes he changes our situation, at other times he changes

us. Once in a while, God removes the mountain that . mey be in

~
our way, at other times he may epable us 1o walk,over_%gg of

that mountain. Aaiﬁggi:éaid, #T can do all things through

13-

He worries ghout it, due to his traiping or his lack of sbil:

What is the person going tc do when sickness ceomes, when thes

- are faced with the propesition that they might die?

When you lose your confidence, you then have faith, you'r:
-
not afraid that you won't get back home today, are you? You
know the way, and you think your car will not break down, FEire
I

if you would get lost, you would find some familiar streat,

someone would give you direction, there is no fesr about tha-

But{ lifeloften gets us into places that we do not know the
way. We are in situations where sur resources are insufficic

and we know of no one to call upon to help us., How are we

going to conguer this fear?

@1888 we take Jesus) into the ship with u/s, then I'm fear-

—

ful thet when the storms of 1ife are raging, we will be in s¢

trouble. When(éééi)came into Qorinth, nocone paid any atteni

tc him,

The Chamber of Commerce, did not give him a banquet
e -

no brass band met him, no literary society or civic club in-

vited him to address their meeting, but he came into the mids
of the 3ff§i§§~ﬂfﬂﬁﬁéﬁuiéﬁy: into that world crisdés in the de

in which he lived,--and changes were taking place more rapid:
-~

than men could record them, The religion of Judaism was pas:

ing, It was a crisis in world politics.

P
had spread out over the world was crumbling...crisis in socis

‘The Roman eagle whi

affsirs. Butbt here was Paul who came in and said, "The answel
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to your problem is Jesus>Chr%§}, and he said, "0 death where

is thy sting, O grave, where is thy victory. Thanks be unto
y g, U_grave, Sty Vie
God which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ." V. Christ is adequate for every raging storm.

These disciples could not be ignorant of Jesus and

With Jesus in the ship, we know that Chris} is the centrsl  What hewss doing. The Krophets)of the Lord had in former
/

part of everything...the land where he was born, where he lived times dealt with diseases and suffering and even death, and
! o :

where he died, where he arose again, from which he sscended to now they witness of Jesus, ‘has dealt with the mysteries of
heaven, is the center of our world M3Pes Tothe near east, nature, and has even had the power to spesk to the wind and
to the Oriental, it is the near west. wave. And they were questioning among themselves about the
We know that is at the center of all history, snd | son of man, the son of God.
he marks history with B.g,,amd A U, in the year of our Lord. . But he is adequate because the power belongs to him to .
Jesus Christ, every time we date a letter, we put him at the defend his cause and his people from all danger., If we as
center, e . L . : Christians could restin this wonderful pruth.
There Was,even.aégfathen templ%lgrected Shanshai in 1927, We should also know that he is adequate because of his
where they‘WO{Egigpggmggggggg, And they erected over the (j;;£;;€£;I~E;g§EﬁEijith us in our church, and with us as .
door, ”Eﬁﬁ?ted A0, 1927.n indiwiduals, H;giﬁfdily sléfg>did not make any real differer

Christ is at the cenber .a 'i~ Christ is the His cause CaﬂmE?VGE_£§QEE§E£ or be wrecked, for he is ever
center of the cross. Ghrist is the center of our litersture. with it. The church is a sacred ark, tossed to and fro_with
You put o world mep on this table with your Bible, and you put the .waters of time, beat upon by many stOﬁgﬁ, swept by many,
a cross upon. Palestine, and you take your Bible of all the - | Jeveg, all but wrecked often, not so much by rocks and.exter:
languages, and each one of them Wwill direct you straizht to but méﬂz_iimes—bx;ggaigégggs\ané_ggatggzigys, the panics of i
the cross of Christ. o L ' R own crew, Christ may appear to be asleep. He may appear. to

So we need Jesus on the ship with us in th&s journey, be ahsent from the church altogether, and yet when,thg_ygves

f/fr . : ' of deism, rationslism, of modernism, of infidelities, sweep
Aigisten sl AR
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was May of 1261”~~this year., She said during the early hours
o oot ,

of Maz;;,,a tremen 11t the town of Denton, Texss,
B i
s Lo

36 miles north of ort Worth, 1he winds were estimated at

“mlles per hour, and damage was untold to every business
. =
in-that city. She wrote this 1ettbr to the radlo commission.

ittt S S IR

S gkt e e« g o

Her husband was a week-end pastor. "My husband and I always

listen to the Baptist Hour on our wgy home from church near

Bonham.

T st

We enJoy uhe muslc and sermon eech week, but last

Sunday night, we recelved splrltual strengnh anﬂ help we had

never felt before. bunday nlghﬁw%ggggmll;lﬁ, we were caught

on the highwa between McKinney and Denton during the storm

s

PR ﬁw’

nhat flashed through Denton with 80 mile and hour winds and

Mﬂ,.,. s
ER

EaEn

rain., We were completely 1solated in the mldule of nowhere,

T R -

Pt sodion i
with the wind rocking the car and the rain beaﬁlng the win-
g e

dows. During @il of this bedlam, Jo Ann Shelton's VDlCG came

throggh loud and clear, like a lullaby to our two children
- T

S

who were asleep.

the storms of life are raging, stand by me,
the gstorms of-life are raging, stand by me,
the world is tossing me like a ship upon
the sea, '

Thou who rulest winds and water, stand by me.

In the midst of faults and failures, stand by me}

TWﬂﬁhen I do the best I can, and my friends misunder-
stand. . ‘
Thou who knowest all about me, stand Iy me.

[

—17=
Christ which strengtheneth me." He knew that no storm could
defeat him at all, because he knew Christ,

If we know Christ, bthen we know that he is adeguate for

but no one will reg ;;'indﬁ'the great Beethoven, until he

knows him in all three ways,

The same thing is true with Jesus, The PBalmist said, LI

v
heavens declare the glory of God.!

Psglm 19:1 The spiritu

presence of God with an individual, in knowing that Christ i

right there with us. Christ is sufficient and adequate.for

every raging storm of life. @@@E}there is a persopal proble

in yo ifg, when there is sin, sorrow, sickness, suffering
== = ==

e

Christ is sufficient, for sll of this. No man, however sinf

he is, God will not cast him out, but we know that he welcon

him to come unto him. )

In a southern city, there was a \labor strike.» It was rag
S ————

e

for a third time within g yesr. the conferences, the deadlc

Aontstm
em——

for davs. One morning.they gathered. one man ssid this, "I
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feel that we have left something out of this conference,

without which we never can agree, We have not praved for

divine wisdom and guidance.

I suggest that we kneel Wefore
P

our-chairs and ask God to help us to be uQSélfish, and hsk

him to help bring:our minds and hearts together.," A1l the

others agreed immedigtely. They prayed one after another.

In 10 minutes after the prayer ended, they signed a contract

which has lasted now for many years. The same thing is true

in humsn relationships, and if we will tske him into the

raging storms of life, he will direct our path.

Pl . E
The old story of the{continental congresé}working for hours

o
. . . N
without success. VWhen the qgeéhaagigmip Fra;£332§arose to say

"lir. President, I am convinced that we cannot reach agreements
Pall

I have long ob~

I suggest that _

Guidance was given, the United
| S

without that wisdom which comes from above,

served the affairs of men in this regard.

pause for prayer,

States of America was born.

It was done,

Yes, God

rgs reveaddd in the
grace and glory of his son Jesus Christ, can settle the raging

storms and affairs of human life.

When this old world rocks under wickedness, the rumbles of
— 7 ,

ﬂ%;, the roar of rockets, missiles, outér spacg, and we see
. 7 7

helpless_men, women, and children, all as a result of man having
e T N -

forsaken God. Ve must confess that there is fear in hearts

today, aqd yet what hope is there,

MESSENger was senu out to an outpost
e = —

They went to that little village and .

of American 86ldiers.

Jthey found it was laid in waste by a barrage of artillery. 1

one stone was left upon another except the front wall of thqk

Vi BT T

church had Bumoled"~aﬁé get tnere was a cross, and people

surged to come to that cross, and i;

T i

i YIn t e cross of Christ I glory

| Towergng o'er the wrecks of time;
All the light of sacred story
Gathers round its head sublime."

Hour, that is beamed out across the countryside, and this
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D y ' {TWhen I'm growing old and feeble, stand by me
_ oL ‘ When my life becomes a burden, and I'm nearing
"} 1 J chilly Jordan,

5
Y

aﬁgh, thou 1ily of the valley, stand by me.®
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suandlng by us, end my husband decided that all we could

do was to turn the car
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