Lo

line that goes like this, "Let those refuse to sing, who

never knew our God". But we know him and we know what he

can do and has done. So we open our mouths and give

expression to the music in our hearts.

IT. What Produces Night?

-

Now we have just affirmed the fact that we have a singing
religion and that a singing church is a happy church., A

ginging home)

is also a happy heme, If you do not have a
song in your heart then tlere is darkness. There aré_many

things that would produce night in the heart of an

individual and put out a songe. There are many afflictions
of the righteous. And there are some who would feel that
they should not be punished in any way, but Solomon said,

"He that spad¥éth the rod, hateth the child". So there comes

dariness and distresse.

C:i:y Health -~ Some are -
-

Some of your perhaps enjoy such an abundance of it that you

in regard to health,

never give it a thought until you meet someone who has been

deprived of good health.
Jesus mentioned in the Scriptures who were sick. gL@zarus)

. . . \
y sick and one of his sister said, "Lord, he
a beloved, was sick a ister s o1

There were (nany of the friends

. . SONGS IN THE NIGHT

" Job 35:10

Job here railses a question, "Where is God my make¥,

P

that. giveth songs in the{night?” Where is God now in this

troubled world? We recognize the fact that our religion

Xeligion and this makes it victorious. The

gang at his birth., We celebrate/@hrisﬁmaé)with

musi¢ and some of the most cherished passages in the Bible

are those found in_the(ggok of ng%gg? the hymnbook of the

church, . Here we find comfort, courage and peace, Here we

find expression for our deepest yearnings and the answer

to our spiritual needs. The bgst part of our singing = .

religion is that God gives us a song in the night, We

remember the(mockinebird sings)all night through. God is

ready always to give us a song in the night. A singing

e ——

Christian is a useful Christian, A complaining Christian

is useless,

I, What God Gives

~ Job says that he gives(é_sogg}in the night. God is the

giver and we know that songs express joy and gladness. Ther

th i id thanksgiving, Th
are songs also that express pra%EE an anksgiving, The

songs that he gives are sweet, holy and lasting. Song is

———
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uencesin all the world and the message of the songs we are voicing the convictions and

Bible has much to say about the power of song. i beliefs of our hearts. We witness to the word of God.

If you will notice in a church where the people are not

Aég;g %gg%ggﬁ_gb is a victorious church because when singing, they are not doing very much for God, for when
they are united they can sing HOnward;nges’thé Church as people sing they express cooperation.

a Wightj Ariy". In the church we feel that during(ons

gzﬁgaﬁionakwggggépélve are bound together, It is a pity o 'Did you ever stop to realize that the Christian
that many times our hymn singing becomes rout%ge and words religion is the(ég}y religion)that includes hymn books,
are repfated’Withbut"meahing, but for many the singing of a For example, Buddhaism, Mohemmedism, Confucionism and all
hymn can be a prayer'of dedibétion,‘a reaching out to ) the rest do not have hymnbook;-and we are the only ones wh
" hold of spiritual power. A singing church is a express ‘our worship in song. We are the ones who have
i1 “Qhufch. We think about the many times that we have (omething to.sing éhﬂgﬁ}) Forgiveness of's;n'is a cuase for
music, special music, congregational singing. Many have singing, and David had an experience that was worth telling
testified to the fact that a songvin the service has blessed about. "He has brought me up out of the miry clay, he has
them or led them bo Chféﬁ?.(iyoog;)nas a great preacher, but = pub a new song in my mouth",
%ﬁegz_made his'great contribution through music. R, A.
(§%§§§Lwas a great teacher and evangelist, but Alexander dany people think that. they canmot parE%giBiﬁgmin :
opened the hearts for the appeal of God's man. Billy the si ice simply because they do not have e;j:;lent
CEBEQQY, with his dramatic presentation was. helped - (ggi%$§” It is wonderful to have a bGQUtif-"mmﬁﬁﬁg”but
tremendously by Homer Rodeheaver with his song and sliding that is not the point. Ewery Christian should participate
trombone. This is a tremendous oppoftuﬁitvahich comes bo because of his love for Christ and because the believer
all of us during the song service. It is a time during the 'appreciates'what God has done in Christ for all of us.
service wﬁenié}%ﬂof us becorie preachers-‘m&ggljgiiiigg\the : ‘gi? 7&£z' ‘y%77’&4§:i -

" Tn the :nv‘.c:‘/'ﬂﬂfa Avre Mavehinoe +n 73 nn") there ia a
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difficult to sing. We read in the Bible that the Jews,

(carried off into captiviﬁy)were gsilenced, The hard con-

e

ditions into which they were brought had caused tnem to

I e T S

stop singing. It had been nearly LOO years 31q/gﬁﬁbraha:)

left Ur and migrated to the land of Canég///;;—é great

country had been built up and one of the prominent features

or worship with them hﬁq‘bggg_their a »edﬂmgs%;)and son,

The fame of,thiscgépple musid??gg;spread even to Babylon.
s —

But now they said, "How shall we sing the Lord's song in

a strange land?" Perhaps these(igiélgn)people had reqaestad

o s

them to sind some of their songs w//élon. They perhaps

s—._________ﬁ

.replied, how can we sing when our hearts are broken,  We are

in a strange land and there is darkness all about us.

(i:) Prosperity - Sometimes prosperity silences our
e ‘ —

singing. There is.a tendency to forget God. The greatest

peril forsapy man in the world is the peril of prosperity,

Whoever he is and whatever his calllng. Be he mlnlster in

the pulplt a layyer, or ph15101dn going from house ﬁo
house, a teacher, a banker a farper. One of the greatest
tests of all is the test of prosperity.

M Y.

out to be in thigiggzzg£=gyosperity\lest their pride and

sense of self-sufflclency cause them to,ente¢ a dark ‘night

‘How watchful men

e

without song.

T o A

:I re301ce to see people prosper and it is a

joy to see those who are strong enough who will not forget

that all good gifts come from God, and to know that
——— e .

rosperity increases their obligations of stewardship rathe
prosperity gations rardghip

than decrease.

()

Sinfulness of the Human Heart ~,Tq1sag;gduces a

night. It causes a nman to-sa;,w n{shi

as in Gehzwiiﬁs or to forget God as 1 John 2:15 states.,

Wle- cannot escape the: fact that there are times which try
men's souls. Religious faith is no guarantee that there wi
not be siuch times. (Sickness)will come and rob us of health

(Disagter)will come and sweep away our fortune. (éggghgwili

-come and snatch from us a life that is-as dear as our very

‘own. Good health is not pernament though many act as thoug
-

it were. Wealth is not secure though it can make us feel
/

that we are. There are constant tensions in our day and
K
increased pressures of modern living., Mest of us evidence

a nervousness and strain which robs people of:their song.

The thing that we need is the ability amidst all of

the evidences of darkness which we have mentioned, to know

(égngg_glggjﬂdebbsaid, "Though he slay me, yet will I trus

in him," Even though there is despair and cenfusion and
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conflict and we feel that we cannot sing, as Israel, while

exiles)in Babylon, and feel that we are in a strange land

because they are separated from their homes by distance and
in thfought from their Gode This brings us to our last

thought.

. ITI.. When God Gives Songs

W In the night of our darkes 'de eat.k So you see

that we have our night of darkness but let us: call %o

remembrance now our song in the night. The night may be

~very dark and yet we may hear a song. We may be at the

”-véfy'doorstqg_of defeat and yet God's grace assures |

thou passest through the waters I will be with thee, and

though the floods they shall not overflow thee. “When thou

assest through the fire thou shalt not be burned, meither

shall the flames kindle upon thee." Jesus said, I will not

leave you orphans. You may depend upon my promises, and

dear friends, this was/skiderally fulfi

Christians do

have songs in the;nighﬁ”of their darkest defeat..

I am thinking nOW»Of(§gplvqnﬂ q%lﬂggia;iél;’ Acts,
- v
6:25. ?%ﬁj@gﬁé@ﬂgdaMWmﬂetmywmesﬁfwhg

they were ‘Tast into the immer prison and their feet made

fast in thakgéggggﬂgnd at midnight they were'fraying.

A

whom thou lovest is sick", :

(jj) Oﬁtward Conditions - Sometimes we are éfflicted
RN

by wordly circumstanced® and our trials will never do us -

good unless they'are felb, Paul says, the afflictions of

“the present are griveous, nevertheless afterward they will

yield peacedble.fruit, But if we do not take these as

ceming from the Lord we will not derive benefit from it.

Mental - There are the mental and imward afflice
Jental - nent >

tions that prdducefnight. These can be very bad, for we re

CﬁgDQVE§>WhO expressed it this way, "My bones are yexed,

my soul also is sore vexed", We can think of no affliction

that would be compared to one of the body and of the mind

syffering together, and yet we remembérntngﬁgggéile”élso

said, whom the’Lord loveth he chasteneth or corrected. We

1ittle know what people suffer, There are some who have

horns)in the flesh'driven in so deep that you cannot see-

Pt

them. There are others who have complaints and distresses

that they cannot reéveal ‘to others and only in heart do they

know its bitterness:

- Ad\‘re‘:&"s;itz = There are many times when we find it
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"(E;D The night of darkest/s [ This brings us to

realize as Pgalm 23:l; promises,.that he will never forsake
T - '

_us, that he goes:beside us., The loss of 'a loved one. The

. loss of our means of livelihood, the loss of the dearest -

treasure which we have. We will discover a songe

If only we can realize the power of the song in the

night to 1ift us above the world and the power to draw us

closer to God a

uther’expressed it in his hymn

Martin L

"A Mighty Fortegss Is Our God". This.should stir our soul

with the knowledge of God's greatness. As the(ﬁrayerAhy%QQ

“fabide With Me! can make us aware of God's stregggp and

presence, then we think of the words of the hymn of.conee-
cration, "Are Ye Able", and we feel a dedication to conse~

cration in the Master!'s kingdom. .

; (u;} Night of Dar

is a_song of hope. We must stay close to him if we must have

=~ In this night the song

] . Carts B2 )
his hope. As when one goes through aj/cavern he receives

instructions to,.stay close to the guide,

I an thinking of{fagaldrho had fled. from his brother,

Lsau, What a-condition he was in and yet what a song was

furnished him as he Tnanked armmd him +ha noavd marnine

-am and whom:I.serve,

1l

realizing that-he hadgbeen close to the gates of heaven.

He little expected to, be able to see the ladder reach

from earth to heaven but it appeared in that dark night

of adversity and it removed all of his fears that came like

. a song in the night,

I think again of the &postle

neither the sun nor the stars were visible for many days

and, agcording to his- own words, all hope of being saved
, > «

had disappeared. But there came an angel and stood beside
o > S

him and said, "Bee of good cheer, for there shall be no

loss of any man's life among you but of the ship". And Pau

told them that there stood by him an angel of God whose I

How many times has this.scene beer

,_Q$f9 The Lord- has- appeared

unto him and has given us a song of hgi:;fggéé!gggéééthld
about going overseas and preaching to solddsrs during

World War T and he says, I preached often in the evening
B

shadows- and, he said, I would ask them, what would you

like to. sing, and he said, they would always call for such

great sopngs as "Rock of Ages", "Nearer My God to Thee",

"All Hail the Power of Jesus Name", And he says, I have -

heard them singing until my heart almost pounded out .of my
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body with gladness that these men.just behind the battle

line wanted to sing songs like these. He said one -day he

preached six times to 2500 different men each time, to two

groups we¥eme nightfall before General Pershing had them

march right up to the front. Many of them never came back.
T

But what aégonderful thiné:%okggar men singing about Christ
. e .

and his mercy,

This reminds us of the story that came out'of.theégiyil

_Qﬂ;;;ﬂhen singing played a prominent part in the lives of the

soldiers. They say that #wo great armies camped not far

'apaft. Almost in sight of each other. . At evening time the

northern army struck up the(BattlefHan of theyRepublEg}

and the southern army san;@Dixiet; and. as the.men arose one
) l
of the armies began(ﬁﬁome Sweet .Home") - Quickly the other

army joined in the song of home, Not a shot was fired that

night, It secems to me that here is a central lesson that
et

we need this morning. That we should be urged to keep on

singing. We should not say we cannot sing in times of -

stress and strife and storm, Paul at midnight found power

for ginging, We should sing in all hours of life. What

a tonic of hope comes to us when we sing "Qome,weMthat__‘

love “the Lord and let our ‘;h i
S . e et e _2 e

Fe

That seemed to be ver natu

dition would at least pray,-but the re kable thing is they

sang praises t6 God. Their defeat did not prevent their joy
-

in-the Lord. We too are in the prison house of fear, death,
misgivings, defeat. We need to sing praises to God and he

will let us out.

C@e think,ggaiﬁ)of glowing defeat that by all human

measure n¢ victory can amerge. But when wé study the

(gégggggiggg;Egyggg Ex. 4:10 and then we cross the Red Sea

and listen to the(éépg of'delivefancg;DEx. 15:1, we are

confident that God gives a song in the night of darkest

defeat, .

(2) e nignt of darkest ftemptationg We feel that

Christ will give us a song of wictory even when we are facec
e

ghr_.iﬁ_.‘g,,foempiqationQ with

the devil for forty days: and night and yet he emerges with

2_song.. This is why he is able to give us the promise that

he will help us also to emerge with a song.

0:2-3 J(David)tells how that he was in the night

of temptation deown in thé vex pit and God lifted him. out

‘_K.J PR RENE TR VU SO YR U SO,

Arm Al marra s o an e
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and praise as an exile on thea

Isle of Patmos.

We have a sterllng ex amnle of how God will give us a

s Jand there was no

night so dark as the night just before he went out to face
-——-——h—? L e

thé cross., After“bértakin@ of the
D e 4

-

; f . . 139
he remembereo he will d011 rer me out of the hands of the

Philistine.“ Dear friend, the Christian has something to

sing abcut because he has been delivered from his sins,
m———

Are you troubled on every side, Are you perplexed. Are

last supper Jesus sang

We are anllneu

a_hymn before g01ng out to certain death,

AR g o NI ——

I S

to think that Jesus_;olned in this song of falth and

courége in this bour or despair, Before he left the upper

room we are told he went singing.

a

will give usQérsong of for 1Veness and’ of dellveranue;)

The Night of] ulQ - in the dark n;wht of sin God

hany tines we say, buf(wnatlaoes thp ChrlstLan have to Slng

about ut they have the song of Moses -and the lamb, Thev

have a song that was given them through God's grace., How

precious God has been. Therefore,@zég;ggéaid,,"I will sing

Yes + ity

of thy mercy and judgement, unto thee, 0 Lord will I sing."

There is nothlng in all the‘ﬂorld that can give a song as
: -

the forgiveness of Q1n,tﬂTOU” God's grace. To be aware of

your(%;gful qug%§%95>and then to remember with confidence

that you have a redeemer, said when he went down

- to face the gianf, "The Lord hast delivered me out of the

R

.5 of the lion and éut of the Les~ of the bears"Then

K

yoﬁ cast down. The Christian is not distressed or despair
or destroyed and the Christian knows that all of the nights

will be over one day., There will be a song given for the

everlasting day, Do you have a song in your heart, Is the

something in your hafe tna+ has @toppcd the mu51a Are

RS Pt st N

there careless habits or indifference, Have you been

neglecting some duty, Have you heen failing the church,

P

There is a song of the Lord and everyone should sing it,

Why not join Job in giving allegiance to the one who gives

songs in the night,

N Laddl, e
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P @_ The Night of :

comes to give us a song of life as a distinguished Christiar

~ In our night of death he

Cégggggpnce said, fthen she was told that herﬁéwo sons)were

.

drowmed, "I see, oh Lord, thou art determined to have all

my heart and I am _determined thou shalt have 1t" In(Job

SR e s

19:25-27 we read of of this song that he gives us in the

L3

night of de Also in 2 Tim. L:6, TVhen wefome to this

hour of darkness, God gives his saints a song b6 cheer

them as recorded in 1 Goz. 15:15, Death and he puts
in their the neverending song of ﬂoses and the
lamb. So you see there is no night too dark but that God
gives a song, as(avgﬁgow Mho wnﬁghgggk home where ééath

—
had come, The head of the house had gone and she began _

to 31gg, "Lead klndly light, amid the encircling glo

Lead thou me on,
ihe night is dark and I am far from home,

i
i

/Lead thou me on,

/ -

%And with the morn thoseangel faces smile,

!' —

fWhich I have loved long since, and lost awhile,"

F
3

Someone said, "I am rejoicing to hear you singing,"

She said (NI must sing now, I must sing now".) We are to
R M

—

sing whatever the conditions and especially in this hour
M .

of darkness., We have man exan iles, ngée)sarwsongs of Jjoy
——

————




