"MOSES AT THE BURNING BUSH"

Exodus 3:1

INTRODUCTION:

which I doubt not has been the experience of many of us.

The r of Exodus pictures Nopeless bondagg{ The sécong? chapter, a“failure
and despai,r( Aer, the }sl\mighty deliverer appears. The @h_aulﬂl_, and

darkness, sorrow, and oppression is fast covering Israel., God knew to find a man suited
.___,_.—-4_——————7

for his gracious purpose.

Ws of age. But he was not too old for God, I was really
@,ﬁiﬁ:gl for the work now. He wa: "n the low lands of Egypt. The u'hom
men_sought. . e @ Tountas in Moab =(huried by the hand of God.

en_sought to_destroy e @on a mountain top in Meab uried by the 0

Vv
lle was not destine to live his life in obscurity. And between his birth and his death,

for @3&35, full of thrilling incidents.

The @M and their descendents enjoyed the hospitality m Where @

and the family had settled near the Nile. But in the rise and fall of pMs,

there came to the throne of Egypt th¢ ruler)- who knew not Joseph. And who had an evil

eye toward the lebrew refugees, And he was determined to stamp then out.
eye, g s P

were appointed. They used whigs to force them to build cities. One of the cities,

aamses. Named for the ruler's son. But even under this treatment, they continued to

grow. And their were attempts to make murderers of the IIebrew'sdmid-wives}. This failed,

and the final order - ever child born should be cast into the Nile and ;ﬁ;@ﬁ?"}

\_.QQ\K a.t ﬂ\ls EBW@‘/W)%EIP. alreac);y ;:ar;j:jp jori t::“cemed
fine children. And Agrgp’/m' This 1 /04 (/éf’e ( (e ev{ / a/}” /’)D)) JD 1¢ coyceryeq

YS. Now they were concerned
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about the third child that they were expecting. The t had been sent out.

And they had prayed that it might be a boy. And when the ‘ was born, they had some

careful 1ich they tried to carry out. They were able for @l@, to hi,d_g

. B till ti the possibility that the baby would be destroyed. So
the baby ut still there was possi y ¥ d ye

et, and they placed this 1it11§.1£§§§g;2
in the Nile. And left it to the mercies of God.

The precious cargo was placed in the area where Pharoah's.daughte was known to

bathe. While the mother went home to @ the sister, Miram remained h

to watch. She was rewarded. The princess came. And prepared for her bath. It had
——

not taken her long to see the contents in the basket., She was w

th}c.hilr.L She could claim him for herself. She took him up in hu&@. And about

they proceeded with a plan, a

that moment, a llebrew girl tugged at her skirt. Should she find a nurse among the slaves
—__'_-__V

to take care, of this baby, until the princess was ready to raise him. The idea was

appealing. And she accepted the offer

And never takes anecessary/ Tisks. And so, the(baby Was handed back to the mother, the
plan had worked. But the boy was given at means drawn out,) And it

meant her son. When Jochebed and the other members of the family planned for things to

separation for the beloved child. But they acted in hope and faith. And after they

ha @ he baby, he was to be (ianded over to th@ new life life was to
begin for him. He was no longer in a élave s cagm y but he was in the @ Where

he would be treyzed and ed/a\ted -

always seeks the wisest plan possible.

happen as they did, they also planned for the second which would be a

The whole story is faith. The Mﬁ She gave him the very best
g

that she had - the best advantages. That is a real mother in action. True mothers

are the happiest when they are able to present their children to God for service.
—_— b




And I can imagine while she attended his clothes and getting him ready in the best,
-__.—-—-—‘-'\-__-'-_-‘V

or tggjgimeVed, she would tell him -- that all of these aning
\_—-—'7-

to him in answer to hex(prayers. And to prepare him for a great life of service that

Jehovah God might have.

It may be that you will be chosen for our deliverer. Therefore when the‘was

old enough, he entered the and then@ He learned m%th, astronony ,

medicine, go@r@%t, and all that could be taught to one that was to become the leader

and head of a mighty nation. Now this wase, that this happened. And some-
how if you can look at your own life, and study some of the keys that unlock the doors
to your life, some of the hardships, some of the forms, and if you go back in the past

-- you will look and you will say - well, that's just like the history of my life.

I. FAILURE
The ‘ of Moses is a story as you know, We sometimes read

the stories of these old books and how some individuals live. And the name Moses is

a {hreab that we cannot forget. That in xeal life - the history of that man. Though

it was often dramatic. If you shoul yourself along side of Moﬁsﬂevs for a moment.

And try and @and revive the early life - you will have an appreciation of the
AV

strange and painful experience of failure,

consider/ﬁis development|{ There are two great streams of influence in

——- e

:gtians.7 In his early days. The was from the(iiebrew z

side. His mother's teachings - when he was drinking his mother's milk. And the other

his life. One was, the
-—

world was a world of majestic power. Of brute force - where the speech less ideals of




in that force,

Now these. trains - the and the are miqgled somehow in his life.
- :

You know then what took place. It was what might have been expected.

There was It was magnificient for a season to live in

the life of the [:al/ace. The co@}s, the position. All of this thrilled him. By and

by, the of Moses began to assert itself. And he was drawn from dissatisfaction
>

of the Egyptian life, in the world. And he said to h_imself,should this brute

power triumph. How do we justify a nation of dictators. Why should one race surpress—
— =

the other race. Does the heritage of strength carry on obligation, or oppression.

It came into his heart to @ his people. That thrill within his bossom and

desire to take up a noble attitude of life,

S A @ thing in the life of Eailure‘was disillusionment.’ﬂe had general

expectations, Ile goes to visit his people. What does he meet. An experience which

goes far to break down young faith.

There is one hat chills the best aspiratjons. That is, to be confronted
—— S

by the world which does not believe in the genuineness of self-sacrifice and love.
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When this noble, generous impulse went forth and here was the high-minded

and generous devotion of a sturdy faith in manhood. So that when Moses came that

day to see the

mind. e saw the injustices.

And this led him to the that caused the post-ponement of the deliverance.
lle said, I will carry on some improvements and som The purpose of which he

had in view.

b} But the about it was it was viewed this way by the people. Vhen
v

—
B a1 e

he sought to deliver them, and felt that he ought to &l some gratitude for his work,
they said to him <\M As thou didst the 'ﬁgﬂ:tian yesterday.
~ N

~

#"iﬁ’
.

Ie thought thats men ':would readé;art as he read it himself, Ile thought they

would have known that his purpose was deliverance and would understand that he was

asting in his 1 ith .
¢ g 11s 0;5 with the people who were opposed and oppressed. And that they would

appreciate his self- sacrifice. They did not understand jt. Nevertheless and stricken
1 ———d

down, into entire disbelief at the generosity of men. They did not believe the devotion

of Moses.

What did they expect - better things among themselves. It was only meant with

doubt, coldness, and refusal to follow.

@ . !
Now th's led him to M And an exile which was not simple. An exile

in the wildﬂmss of Midian. But an exile from his early dreams and hopes. From the
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Slﬁfﬂi_d_&ii%;n that theyhad in Egypt. Exile from the fEEA_E that was bright. From

the confidence that he once had. And he thought that he would strike a blow fo{r freedom.

ey

And now he is in exile - and his highest hopes have come to failure.

IT. REVELATION

Now from the failure - we want to take a moment to @ ptg s M And the
@‘ that restored his faith and his energy. He was very The best revelations
Q—‘————'—“_"‘—_V L

of God sometimes are the simpliest.

Mwi%l be disappointed. There are those who treated
v

the very familiarity of things of our Lord Jesus - the simple and natural things.

The men who have @ faith look M But men whose faith is king, find

answers in their faith in everything.

The great m Moses. Only ailittle bush that bumﬁéi Such

a thing might have been seen by a shepherd. Pasturing his flock on the hillside, that
EEEES SIS~ S = =
had taken place because of a prolonged dr ught. And the burning sun had caused the

shrub to dry and to bufs_t into flames. But that which Moses saw was to him a revelation.

Wthe bush -t_hg_f;re. The determlnatlon not to yield itself.
To the devouring elements. And this became a—
bt =
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It burned and it l,i_"f.@- before his eyes.

\ 1/
}é turned aside to see this great sight - why the bush was not consumed.
f— et ) = —_—N

And in this simple experience, he(fggiﬁlggélﬁ_mﬁéé§ge.

Now if you follow me, 21 am tryini to sg( is -- that you carw

right along beside Y s in his faiiurgs, in his_exile. And you can come right along
i

and find some simple truth in which @I is giving you a revelatiog. Now this
[

revelation to Moses wa @ It had something to say about, he had
something to say abound had something to say abou This
- S — ——

was something of the deep meaning of this revelation,

Even a voice obeyed him. Put . From off your feet. For the

ground that you stand upon iQol groundy The revelation - this voice talking to

him about purity. And then about his personal power. That I am the God of Abraham,
: » P
the God of Isaac. And this is a startling wanifestation.> The angel of God appeared

to him in the flame of fire, in the midst of a.bush.

a vision of permanence Moses was suffering. From that which is a c
_ p sufferi g Qumon

experience in life. He was exposed to temptation to@anity of all vanities. Every-
7

thing had @ out of his grasp., A while ago, he had some young dreams. A while

ago, his manhood and his noble purposes were before him. Now the temptation was to

sit down and to adopt a synacle attitude in a world where all things change. And where

nothing abides, And where it is safest and the wisest tq. curse and laugh at your

existence. And take up the language of despair. And cry out vanity £ vanities.



It might be that Moses felt like some people say - my life is just a big joke.

But to Moses, when this revelation came, in th - there
is Q)methin must abide. Do not believe that there is no answer to the cry of

your heart. Though all things seem to perish. The powers deiay. Do not touch everything

is the {(unconsumed\ bush, there in the midst of change, in the

R ——

in your life.

decaying world, There is

But this alone would not satisfy, any human heart. There arin which the
very permanence of things mock the sorrow of our heart. When our hopes have been
devoted to some noble cause, some dream., That has come to our souls. And the power
of material things that we have thought were permanent things to console us. And then

whom we _hg lea t% have been wp. And we wake

up to see in contrast - between the permanent things, the material things, that have been

dear to us.

An exactly expresses it - he describes a sea Q ﬁht between vessels

on the Blue Sea. The whole world of wat seem for the moment to viabrate with the
A ———, e

pwﬁm__‘ﬂn. With the roar of G d the slg_is’clgu.d.y, and firey with
— h-_—'-_—_-——-—'
smoke. Then comes one terrific blaze and the magazines of gun powder explode and

a, And all the energies of patriotism, the

i The

hopes, the lives, and the fears of the crew have gone down beneath the waves.

For he says, eternal is nature. -m;. and passing things are passing beneath
. —
the waves. The scene that we are tied up in - this cause looks good. Are we happy in

such a picture of permanence, as the hills, And yet these things perish.
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The \revelation ‘of Moses is that hl.as bound up in the

And here lhe is - on the des&u,?and The bus is not consumed. It is a revelation

of permanence.

- Do we not sometimes make ith ourselves and ask - as many an American

today has ask himself, is the \old American way of life of this nation, and this

empire, something that we(hold dear /- to pass Following the sad procession of

civilization of history that has been dominated from East to West - go to Assayria,

Persia, Greece, Egypt, Venice or Ro ( America follow them to t : . Morally
-==)'a — ,_)p't ?_/Ce \_/mef— ik

we are decaying. Will someda to the ruins of this land of

ours. And they will come to the borough of South Norfolk and say, now this is a
g

memorable old ch ildi es It is by the government. Or will
e —

they see some other stately buildings. That have been destroyed. Christians arise,

in every land, on every hand, every church.

ay that they need not perish,
(_/

There are é:;g which will burn, but the things which are decayed, and purged
to dross. The @gf)ioﬁﬂih_eaix_"g is the (cry)of t . TI i
e @ every earnest man, iere is no

need that they should 'Deli'l?sh. Will the church perish. Will our allegiance perish.

If she too is to perish, she need not to perish, There is an eloquence of permanence

I
about this burning bush that is high and is lofty.

— [
Second, [purity. We must look beyond this revelation of permanence to purity.

Outside of the range of material things, we see intellectual and moral things passing
—~

away, Material things seem to remain, But here is a revelation of faith. That in
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purity the éé;;&gi Bermanence is found. Now this revelation was given to Moses. Vas

not simply that of the burning bush.

s But thWthWSt thy(w And he thrust it

in and drew it out é?prous And again, the voice Said,<fF}ust thy haﬁé)into thy

bossom, and &ew it out ¢ ) Now the simiﬂMﬁr - it was the design

to remind Moses that the cause for his failure lay not in the want of high purpose.
\’_,‘79 ~/__,l'.' y gh purp

But in the ilackiof;pure!methods. )

nor the high hopes, the

cause of failure was within his heart - that it was not right. There was a @

e understood his soul. He learned the supreme importance

of purity. The@ strength lay in righteousn_e%s. He was to teach this to his

people.  And when he had he people out from beneath Pharoah, into the wilderness,

i

he brought them down to the mount of God and there Ihﬁi iode éf moral riEl._:t - he

gave them that which had permanence. Built upon the eternal rock. The law. These

MM ere into the people's lives. Made part of their aspirations,
___________,_—————_'5—

part of their feelings, their intellect, and their social life. And this was the thing

that guaranteed the nation permanence.

CI: !shall be your life if you shall observe and do these things. The vision had

taught him that permanence was to be found in purity.

This is true - do you doubt it. Do we doubt it, God shows it to us in an
: _

abundant way. Material is permanent - was a mistaken one. The very mountains will



e

This is the final thing that we will comment on.

Behind the purity is a personal G%g. thy is this. If I have this moral law, and

possession of righteousness that gives permanence, why this personal God behind it.

The answer is simple, this comes from Him,

To tell)Moses that there waw shou ish, because
e r "
permanence was secure by righteousness, he might well have said -- all.lope }!'s_r_g_one.

But he needed some revelation of power. The _s that God cares, These people

that seem God-forsaken, have yet God as their God.

Righteousness is .a dead letter.

But this expression of living -as led to see that not just a lonely -zgzin/

struggling against the unresponsive hearts of others, but here was a living power of
e ———n

love that was going to co-operate with him, in his aspirations. And here is an echo

of the purposes of God. The best sense of a man's inspiration.
- i

The revelation given to Moses is a m of God himself. 1In this lies

the guarantee that Moses asked when he said, who am I that I should % . Because the

God who sends him is the God of Abraham. God gf Isaac, God of Jacob. I am, that I am,
EEE—— — =

I am the God of this people. And they seem to be a God of people with no God. But I

am here to regenerate - and it is possible.

This people who did not respond to the appeal of Moses, men who refused to believe

him, can yet be stirred up.
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The @ and the m o d may be theirs. They mayiealize

- =

the vision. They may see the reveri’l/ation. Their hearts may be nerved to co-operate

with the prophet. Because the eternal God is with him.

- Now @if you will notice, is ver And very much in
succession. t INgS . @, there isqperman ? Then there is|\purit And
then there is a éersonal God.z

Now that is the revelatio. our/thoughts of God, and the

early thoughts which a man tries to seek. him come to a small voice in his

conscience. And the trials of life contend for the souls of men. And men cry out,

1, Tell me not that the

that hold us can be changed in this world., The answer is, I_am God of Abraham, Isaac,
i —— = =

tell me tl

and Jacob. And it ends in slow degress that God gives this revelation to Moses.

& e

Now twm It is thel ﬁié }vho is a consuminE fs‘ re, The eternal

flame - God's righteousness and love burning up, all that can die, and deserves to die.

That which is Rcrishable isgmade to perish. But the eternal element remains,

enters into lives and nations. Purges them in fire. And our decay in commerce, in
; .

wealth, are caught up in flames that will purge away the dross,

\ 7
You say.. is this fo;ﬂ' Is this just an empty dream. Is this revelation just

for Moses. Or for men of the past? But it could be for some dwarfed person. One who has
‘-‘—4_7
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found himself in the wilderness. His early hopes frustrated.

tholpoets ot to the Uil Pacifig, And find an
i i i il : i S an t him to the slums of the great
ingpization S0 sonp  nd iglieen)ocorchuan tqgUhip o the sums of the ¢

%% Z And he said to him, there 1s poetry there. If you will turn your goet's eye
—

upon it.

15 a_veryNcommon)bush, the light

Now it is thethln m -GURIO L

of Co%. And@ﬂse who see it I‘dW up their shoes.,) It is the old story again.
(@d is in this place.

¢ Hihxoy B Y » (;g is worse with meu don't know w S I
nce h vi that was mlne and it was di ed.{(zm heart is n%p fron it.( And

I am living in a spirit of wilderness., There is little fruit. And no flowers,
- ami— 5 - 2

W& and copcentrate my life to the SW I hope

to be really active in the church but all of my ventures seem to dry up now. And there
—~7

are ngglguers, and I am in the wilderness.

Z
( i)ozyou ever feel a sense of dissatisfaction. t@ You not said,’ I_meant to make
- B

nore of my life. yI meant to work more on the purpose of life, I am dissatisified. What
e ———— GTpose ok,

I meant to be, a living agent. I have just become an idol dream. Only look back on my

wasted, unprofitable years, and say - whoe is me,
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All of the bright, hopeful views have gone. And here is a ship-wreck of things.

It is not - is that not the pain and the failure that you have witnessed. But
here is the fire of God - he lg;s_il_huigJ And this discontent may be revived once

more. And God may come.

o 4

us turn aside to see the Ereat siﬁht about us. We need to gilye our Qea;ts
;odax, a little Lige to gect e 1.'h God. And God will meet with us. We need to give

our soul the opportunity to letting the light of God's vision shine upon your own life,

let the fire glow and the bush burn. And the revelation will come,

Now in your thought today, you a i es., -@ can achieve something worthy.
..iiiﬁﬁ;%aﬁﬁiéﬁﬁgiFy e

We can regenerate society. We can become the leaders of the great movement. And we

can figgzégzgngth in God who will help us by your humility. He looks to us and he will

give us back our dreams,

/ (@ know that. gLl have/ eiiges; just as Moses had, at the burning bush. @
he said, my ownw,l. 1. CHho%- am I, that I should go.

The m%o.f‘the people. Chapter 4/;_ Thex will not gg%ieve me nor harken

to my voice,

The irwwy - 1 am not e%ggggnt and cannot speak. V. 10:4, And

even down to the unwillingness of his mind. Oh Lord, send somebody by thy hand.



4:10. But. 4:2-9, The f@ ed into a serpent. A
sign of his overcoming power and judgment. Secondly, the eper's hand was.healed. The

ﬁ

sign of restoring power. And third, the -urned into bloo. The sign of his

transforming power,
IR e

. Aﬂtoday(';turn aside, to see this great sight. ring yourneed to him.
’@ o { '
Of@“_. 1d 'a‘.' je.had PYhiatslaly,’ Turn aside today
' gaes.yould havg pissed Haeiad Passed gl ‘

with some purpose in your life. Moses said, I will seek it out. Turn aside today with
Moses and hear God's voice. God seeks and sees every turn we take., And he acts accord-

ingly,



