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MEASURING MEEKNESS

Matt. 5:5

INTRODUCTION:

You pick up a yardstick with the idea of measuring an object or a piece
.___._._‘_-__—7. ‘——-7

of goods.

When we come to the Sermon_on the ggég}, we have a yardstick for measuring
meekness. You will reggghgr that the design was the Kingdom man. He was to

point out the principles, the internal, SPiéifﬂii_2355=2£w£hi§1?an‘

[:E[is a very simple talk. I mean by that, that everyone could understand

what he was saying. The language was in the words of the common people. G
7 il

Jesus should be sitting before us this evening, I would expect young and old

would understand these familiar, direct sentences.

radox is something that seems to be contrary -- QEE_EEﬁffﬂf?s
i k [*

héEBE_EEE,EEE~E§EE—g . Blessed are they that mourn. Now Je jects
y PPy gssec, sl

that were well known to the people and they were familidy with them.

Always{remember) The SEEEQE_EE_EEEdEEBRt is giving the characteristics, the

privileges, and the happiness of the Kingdom man as set forth in these Beatitudes.

—

If a man possesses the Kingdom of God, and if a man is allowed to see God, and

live with him, and if a man receives a reward from God at the last day —- this is

going to be a spring of happiness.

The(poethurnétexpresses it -

It is nd entitles nor in rank
It is not in wealth like London's bank

To purchase peace and rest

)If happiness have not her seat

And center in the breast



But never can be blessed.
fs__,____——r
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This part of the sermon explains hoIQQEEQ cover with wogg%s in prison at
__..——-—'7 === ~

midnight could s%gg_g;gig%g to God.

There is (onme)other thing that I would like to point out before I continue
{é;gg ning,

,-/"_——_‘__—‘ L
with this study tonight. And that is the.Beatitudes}expressed a great philosophy
| - 7 —  Z

which can be @?ntrasteé}wigh,;he;gpicureanism, and ?EE}EEﬁE;

o~

f Tha(épicurean taught\ - you have appet;;gs. If you would be happy, gritify

them - e?t, dliink, and be me?rry.

\\> ;3, ThE(E;g%£)§aig you have appetites - if you would be happy - dig them up by

the roots. Remove them,
_roots. move them

The g;;mog on the Mi23§=says you have aggeEEEes - you would be happy - rggglate
them) Neither gratify nor suppress - but turn them into worthy objects. If you

o

really waht to live now and if you want tq live hereafter. Happy is the man who is
_———-‘7‘_'__, pE—
in his inner, higher nature - is conscious of hisCéEEéEEE?inGod'ssi%EE.s And

blessed are them that mSGEEQ)

/
Now remember that I said the Sermon on the Mount is addressed to the(Disciplesj

anity. In fact the New

£
§dd_1’-,'e,§,$d -0_those who do not
D s : —

believel And if you repent and you believe - then the New Testament

Testament has just

for the man who is not a Chris%;gn - and that word is J—

é§pent and
has everything to say to you. The New Testament is not something that pretends

to guide the lives of men of the world} Ik ianoEJa cqgg of good ethics.

Therefore,

{ﬁﬂS? blessed are thel meek| - he does npt mean that you are
| o] meek| t mean ©
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heir ;;Iiﬁand that
talk about éghggiggn%;. Somebody is going to leave them\igdfj:__h_u_,,

is like this. The earth is going to be left to them.

: of the world as an asset -- he
A\peexncs not
thinks of it as a liability. In other words, he déspises jit. And he has content

for this. And the world wgpld be ashamed of such a virtue.

Thq:;;;za}wQE;g_ggz,hleased_axe_;hg_gg%ggg who can hold their own.
O

But this wonderful sermon is a great mine of spiritual gold - if we can just

dig down deep enough and discover it.

Becauseintended that man should live according to his plan, and live
e ‘i_‘_——‘__?

abundantly. The world thinks in terms of{ggggr, strength, and abi%;;y and

aggressiveness.

ery beginning. He is different in

Now the

quality, he is a new man - a ggyﬂg;gg%g£§. And people today, as in that day,

had an (1dea>that the Kingdom was only materialistic and military.
E e

But €§%§§>is saying this is QEE_EEE.EEY' It is not in terms of fighting.
And this is the thing we have to somehow see. That many times this takes place
in the church of Jesus Christ. The church becomes divided. We must all get

together and be organized to .face the organized enemy,

@15 saying - blessed are the meek, He is sa.ying blessed are those

Ped
that trust their own.organization, trust their own power, trust their own
—_—

institutions. He says the very reverse.
;-—'.....__—:——2
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You remember the Bible sto Yy Instead of telling him to adq

numbers, God told him to reduce his numbers. And this was to be a spiritual
= . -
method for victory. And it was amazing - just as amazing as the statement in

the Sermon on the Mount.

The relationship of this Beatitude has connection with the others that
have gone before. The @2 in spirit, those that mourn are aware of their sins.
- — -—-_—

And now the progression gets more difficult. Because@ is more searc‘ninE3

more difficult, more humbling.
— 7 =
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We are called upon to realize our own weakness. Our own inability, to
fw%g - we are truly helpless. and we are hopeléss. And this
— e g

is a great yardstick, measuring our lives.

-

Ordinarily we would think we were describing ;hg,_gj!apggigjcgw in

regard perhaps to other men - and that we are talking about those who are weak.

I read af a missiona where once he was questioning a
group of _M%b_out the meaning of this text. He asked t e W"g’&&-

’ L8
But the meek shall inherit the earth and shall delight mselves
. = ihdonksrinil

The boy answered, [those who give soft answerf)tq rou
— A ey

Psalm 37:11

in the abundance of peace.

m—
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So here is the message - where thelwicked )are plotting against the t

but the LM for_he sees that his day is coming. OQuite often

we link the word '"meek" and little together.



.
The?French word translated for meek - hencezgﬁgag who_is._so gladdened
_{)that he counts his own life as nothing. A man

daily gives it for love's sake.
—_— 7

and over

word means éggg=3é44=£gg§§gﬂg§9 and reverent obedience toward
L 5 e a e

e,

God. ) Hence is the attitude toward @cceptin God's alings toward us.
— / =
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Now theﬂogzthat kicks against the goads doges twe things;/’ngﬁseggggi;&gE_
away from-them, and second, - ;tgwqgndqﬁhipwand drives the sharp points dqggs;.into

his flesh. So meekness toward God is patience and endurance to do his will. This

meekness does not mean weakness — feeble or frail.

e

Matt. 11:29 £(Jesus)Hadsaid to_be meek and louly in heart,

—_— T

Eph. 4:2 — Speaks that they must be lowly and meek in reference to Christ.
2 Tim. 2:24-25 - to Timothy tells him not to strive, but to be gen;le,
e apm— S

apt to te and meek in his spiwrit.
PLI0 KRR ML Neck,

Meekness then is a yardseick of character. The saints and the elders fall

down before the throne and they feel great humility.

II. Som

L e -~ ;—,g,-;..: e

It is always Qooddto think about examples when we are measuring meekness. Some

e Examples Of Meekness

e e e S

men Yare like dogs - they angyg;_hggk,ﬁnr_ggrk. That is they answer all evil with
evil. Somebody depreciate - they do not understand that they are not harmed.

But the person who does this is the one that is harmed. And the gggg_ggggggjggﬂu

have patience and 1ng_iggg_;h§_§§me. This is not easy but is the plain Christian

duty.
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Even men in(theology are ready to fight - and express hatred, even as they
_qzsﬁ;._ﬁiﬁi JLeacy , et >

try to figgx_hartlﬁs in the Kingdom of God. They want to be a steam roller.

But it is like ad you could take'a‘Q}eam h and go and beat

on an ice berg - you would do very little.to it. But it would still be ice. But

-

you let that ice berg dryﬁ*down into the South whewe the sun beats down on a b 12

into the warm water, and its coldness disappears. is a conquorer.

' ' ama is a great example of meekness. Think for a mcme and how

L

this older man allows the younger man to asgert himself and make his choice.

neekest man on the face of the earth,

examines his character. And you discover that he haq_great power agggneiﬁime. In

the cgg;;g_gﬁ_gngfgph and yet he denied it all to serve God. He was the law giver
e

— but he was described as meek.

f- was unpopylar-with his message. He called upon the people to

speak the truth. Now that's not the thing that he really wanted . And this

was not an easy thing. He would rgther,taLngQgggwgmgQ;pe things. But he did not

say what every body else was saying in his day.

£ aul)y who suf fered at the handingf_iiffifggfjﬁhﬁfg%;s and different people,
and he tried to lead these ugEEEg_people in the hard things they had said about
him.

/Jesus

ot

is our example here. Come unto me all ye that are heavy laden and I

o

will give you rest.
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Remember this, that qut._.af_:g.tur_:a _character of gyality. But

all Christians are met to be -like this. We are not by nature this way. And we

see that it is not easy going.

What Do We F _51 I eken As They Ate Measured )}

LLL,

I want to give you a list of a f_gﬂ't,l-t_i_.ngs_. that I think you will discover.

- / ,@ meek men areynot over sensit:.vé when wrong comes. Several things are

- Eﬁ?;_)m —Fws-tby— WA Corypl- ldl_d fhvses »?':wf-;y

going to happen to a man; t:/n P ) S Mﬂ‘
Hr oo 6+oﬁs-J sa![,-f V9 - Foni, Wdhﬁ ‘Mﬁd,%% =

F%,’ hewt - he has been stunned. And he feels resentment.
i, Cm————— g_-______,_._——,

S

And there is S%imwggiﬂ it with all his force.

When you look at a meek man, you see a man that is not sensitixgmgh_qg,&ab.i,gelf
= / T

He is @alway

and seeking to protect himself. The meek man does not always pity himself - feel
‘_—’—-—‘-_7

sovlmjf_o‘t_l%tnself .

A man who truly sees himself as nobody else can, realizing that he is not a

pf}_‘fect mag - s
>And

s watching out for his own.:

st. He is not always on the defe/r};.sive

4 - -)"'. ‘
v @I‘he meek man is the one who is(amazed that God can

that other men treat him so well as they do. He will not be over sensitive.
s

The meek man will express gentlemess. Now this is a rare characteristic.

The high quality of character i1s in direct response to Christianity. There is

gentleness in his life. Kindness, in his ways.

gam———

ildrm\?i\ today are given tj'g,/"

I-ciz.andem-—-i{waf.ten the opposite is-not. true. W ;
4

which represent - violence, guns, tanks, fighting planes, soldiers, war. And this
R — L o . S e .

— \



is given to them for entertainment.

The mgggEiggﬂgds_nffggﬂgg;g+§g%; tq hatred, lust, and to passion.

Neighborho S in which there is fighting over.the.pr

?ﬁkﬂ%}s’ the gang war; of the teen-agers. All of this is a menance in our cifies.

o T
e
&

And on top of this father and mothers rapngle and bicker.
- BLE T T

The public offlcizig in Washington engage in name calling, and heated disRutes.

Now none of this is in keeping with the dignity of their office.

Because we have said that might is right. And we have lost the gentleness, the
._——-—————-—————7

kindness, that ought to be a part of the Kingdom man.

Now the Bible says thatfgiggég;gggéggﬁggggEghpye is first pure, and then

d its, J iy 8
peaceful and gentle, and efiz_ff_kf_fgll_pf mercy and good fruit ames

“@'—-——-.,

This might be illustrated in the breaking of 1' Now his energy is

out of control and he. is.dangerous. But once the wild horse has been subdued, and

SE———

-

No?is not talking about. doway Wil:h,muowers but he is talking about

brought under control and gets under descipline, he becomes a wonderful work animal.
L

SR
rE:§é£§§El98 them. You have qaggg_;gmp%r - lots of people do, of course. But if

you are going to 1eE it out of control, you are not a very meek person. Now you

may have e%o. You may be conscious of being an individual and you may worship

yourself, Yo

_have a ton ue and a voice - you_can slaunder, you can nag and_guag%gg.
= —— -§,.,7 o

You can grip, as we say. Now you can bring these things under the control of God's

spirit. To become great instruments of blessings and for praise., James 3:3,



.

m—" 3 'I'hehing you find in 4meek man is Zieldednessgi . He is yielded to

e[

God. f !
od He does not ‘ighgﬁgggingqﬁgod and God's_rule, but he simPly lets go and

let God work in his behalf.

The meek man then is not proud of himself, but he has turned around his

position and yielded himself unto God. He i@gﬁg}g;mgw;g_g,],p.rify. God and
S

not himself. Because he has nothing within himself to boast.
g 7

Brethren, we need for our right relation to our fellows a deep conviction

of Our@wn sinfulness before Godb Now right at that point is the test for
A — -— 7

Christian people. Patience to receive God's part, to be meek with God as well

as with man. And to receive God's pardon.

e for

T

earance

e

% The .thing, the meek man will/ha

from condemning others.

To

With all the lowliness and meekness,' and long suffering. Eph. 4:2.
. — ‘___'——_—"

;ﬁ The means to gbstain

~from judging the aqtiﬂqns and motives of all the people about you.

" o e

the ointment of healing.

We have ourlharsh dri

This gw is very quick to judge but they are ve _

and they might hurt them but really it might hurtt us more than it does them.

Many a person _is(Jlonely today)because he or she has been driven away by his

SRRt Pute RS

owﬂgm. Many friends are lonely today because they did not show fore-

b’einanc‘e ;

-

Mmy@ are on the rocks because of nagging and scolding. Titus 3:2,

g —

Speak evil of no man but gentle showing all meekness unto all men,



inimize their virt This is thef%ﬁggéérin ne;ghborhood“guqrrelI family

fusses, community fueds. Col. 3:13. Forbearing one another and forgiving

-

one another. Fven as Christ forgave you.

& IS
I read the(qéé;;)of aﬁ\old Deacon who had been mistreated again and again
W

B, —

by a man who represented him. The old Deacon said publiéT?*féﬁam going to kill

LY

my e .} Now word got to his enemy, and he heard of the old man's intentions

and he Efiggd to see what this harmless old.saint-would do. . Actually instead of
= = =

rendering evil for evil - the old Deacon saught out every opportunity to do his

enem ood. Now at first WA for the enemy, and he made light of it.
Y Bogt. aam%ggq s g

At last one day, this old man risk his life to save the drowniné wife of his
rd

———

enemy. And the deadlock Eggggeg them was broken.

Alright said his enemy, you have done what you said you would do. You have

killed me, at least you havg;ﬁilled the man ;hg;.;,was; Now_w' _
-_— AS : . - - = 'a} o

you.

Paul expressed this when he urged Christians about how they should get along.

is that h-

g ;b The(£££;£>thing you will find in the meek man 1d,
hi !udEement.)gBecause the Holz Sgi;;; Seill teicg,hﬁg_glnng_the—way It is very

much like God moving in t@g(i\llar to gul the ch of Israel. His passions

maz/;ige, the sthE_Egz_gome, the calm waters may be ruffled, but always there is

the still small v . And the meek man will wait for God. God will indicate the

day and he will give the man the answer he needs.

In this age of high strung neurot

ij)impatienCe, I think the poem which describes

many homeé\is S0 true.
"\.ug___... R MmN e,



“["There was a beef stew marriage
s e
And theit‘case was somewhat crude

The wife was always beefing

And the husband always stewed.

_\
a 'once who

e R e, DT A

her husband about bggnming~a_éh:iaxian. And so(:;:EIB.

the preacher to talk te L

b S S————— . =

And the man said my w

Now I read about r. She would like for

is a good home-maker but if religion will make me as

impatient as she is - I _don't want any part of it.

The preacher had to talk to the wifg_ﬁgaig. And when he told her the

situation, in fessed her sins. The sin of impatience. And so a

few days later the_hubband came in from{fizgzzg}and walked through the front room

and incidently knocked a precious vase and shattered it on the floor. Well, he

i

braced himself that there was going to ﬂ;~5"§6tond”g£§§gdfrom his nervous wife.

But instead she said, think nothingciof itﬁﬁéar, things like that happen in the
e R e S M e S PR RN L AT Ly 2 ——

best of families.
e
I need not to go on with this little story any farther, for I think that you
get the idea what I am driving at. We will reeceive guidance - blessed are the

meek.

It is like the arness of the oxegjwith the goad which is for control. It

e

is useful. It helps to channel his energies in the right path But when he

kicks against it, quarrels with it, and lives a rebellious life - he merel hurts

himsel

@—s%eming you just acquire yourself or that you can get from
e ~ _7_ e B ?

a college. It is not something that you discover in a 1éboratory. But it is God




T

given,

You will ngv@;mlive 2.0 an. life on ngxvgwphﬁﬁggggph. You must be
ge}ggg,bywhim A meek walk is a Godly walk., While other seek revenge, you

must be guiﬁed of his spirit.

o

's had pride in their

powe The (Greeks had pride in their kiiowledge. But the Christian is to
k B '““-%cm" ————

Now the had pride in their(race. Th RoEt

have pride in his meekness.

{Q In the (-@ place, thefmeek man is going to

The main message is that we leave everything in the hands of God. If we

¢
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suf fer unjustly, do_not forget. God's said vengenance is mine, I will repay

saith the Lord. Now we need not to go around repaying people, we just deliver
- : h:ff§:£:~f;7

ourselves to the hands of God. And the Lord will revenge and the Lord will

repay.

Adonibezk

“hho cut off the thumbs and the toes of 70 kiggg. Later we know,
: TR, ;Jf_ }f_h//

that he had his own cut off.

Those that crucified Jesus of Nazareth, many of them in turn were crucified

on wooden crosses., Remember the meek shall be vindicated.

_IV.}’;;; Astonishing Reward of the Meek [

=

5 uﬁgg’the ﬂuotat}gggmthe meek shall i

rit the earth.

They shall inherit and that is the(fdea)he used when he talked about the children

of Israel going into the promise land. That they would inherit the land. They
- T — e ™ ' —

shall inherit what God has promised them - the land of Canaan.

e
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Typical of Christian rest_and Christian rest is typical gﬁ{}a_e
e - . g Y
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The meek are promisg% that they are going to in God! omises. The

ot

poor folks were inﬂézigigg;ggg;y;higg as far as the material and the possessions
e T A ——

of this earth. Now the phrase inherit the land is q_gympglmof the rest of God
which is the type of Christian rest - and this is Christian redemption. And

it makes it every plain. It means just a willingness to obey and readiness to

-

discipline. You can't get the first meaning without the second. These two

jdeas are found in the word meek. Coming into the Kingdom.

Now if the man is being prepared for a place in the Kingdom, he must have
a 1life conformable to the divine character. What God requires. It is conformed
by doing what God requires. You know by doing. And the very fact that you are

d oing something - doing it has an effect upon you, doesn't it.

Which says how can a fellow know this truth, and respect this truth, if he

does not do it.

T

If you are a(horse.thief, this will have an effect upon your character.

Now when you come to obey God, and come under this force of disciplinme, then
" - ot L — EE ‘%3\/

you are going to have the assurance of the Kingdom. (G
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eratulationsyto you who

PR e

are meek, ‘@ou are in touch/with Chfiéig g
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