"I WAS MADE A MINISTER"

Eph. 3:1-9

@is taken from the Apostle Paul. This same (t_ext) was used by Eishog

Edwin Holt Haggﬁi Iwho wrote the 1'1‘}};__@!_ of his life., He said, I was always
thrilled by the words and he said, I cquld.imagine Paul looking up-to his listeners

\ u .
from his manuscript - and saying,i was made inister. The words took me captive,

he says, and touched my dfa/eper nature.

Y

Paul éoulé haxe saldI I am now:§ iag my Bart in mak;ng_g_mgu.ster Oh Paul,

said, he, through all of

could have said, I was made one, myself. f As the

istry that

his life - was led in that direction. But he had t hts of the

L.
were al@w He said I qQ 201‘ s;gathize with the idea and council - do

not enter the ministry if you can help it.”!

He said my life has been run in that éai;gdzﬁroove and I have certainly been
a man of one work., Even though on WS, I have gone home feeling that

I am an unfruitfu t, But still, filled with solemn joy.

, ) v.(1 + The prisoner, in Brison here, about éog; ygars. When he wrote this
._-——"‘—___'_
' i
/ letter - he was at Rome awaltlnefore Nera. He is there in behalf of the

Gentiles, as it was his firmness fmva_tigg that mg_@,hw;

And Paul may have had certain --ériends] m_ay7’have been allowed to come
C giny

to see him, But day and night he was chained by a length of chain, and there were

guards. Paul would never escape. He calls himself the prison irist. He is

the prisone ne i
p r of the Roman Governmgnt to 9& sure. But he always thought of himself



as a prisoner of Christ.

Qm of (view) makes all of t the world. There is a famous

story about the da)tEir Christepher h‘reb\vas building St. Paul's Cathedral. He was

making a tour of the work in progress. He came upon a man at work and asked him

s -z ] . ; .
(wh_;;,};‘are you doing. | The man said, I ang%gne to a certain size and
shape. He came to a @m@, asked him what he was doing. He said, I am earning

so much Wz‘k. He came to a @an, and asked him the same question.

The man straightened himself, and answered -~ I am helping Sir Christopher Wren to

build St., Paul's Cathedral. There was (all)the difference in the world in the point

of view of these three men.

If a man is in I_Jrison for some great cause, he . irmnbregarding himself,

as a poor wretched crea\t/ure. He may regard himself as a gtaadﬁrd bearer, Oft times

when we undergo hardships or unpopularity, it may be for the sake of Christ.

Paul's life was there @because this was the d for a special

ministry regarding God's people. It was an appointed ministry of the(Gentiles
And Paul wasW} So, we read in these verses, about@ different

g t o ) A
@. ’I‘he\ stewardship é)f the mystery - V. 2-6. The“distributorship”{)f some

riches - V., 7-9,

C:aasmini;;er;) he will have a part in thes. One of the major

fields lies on the 0@ slope of Alaska., They built a great@mto the South.
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But when the pigeline was opengd, in the midst of the great oil shortage - the

substance was brought as far as Cali ia. There was @io)way to send it across

the country. @people suggested sending it to Japan. And use the money to

buy imported oil. So there are plans to build a pipeline from California to

Texas. Meanwhile, thg nation ‘wgﬁﬂ for oil.

Now this is the(posit;'M] saw himself in, Regarding the Gospel
f Jesus Christ. Here he has_a myste and here he has some riches. @i
of Je 2 mystery, R

unable to get thgfpipelineljto deliver them.

e

I - -

Y .\2 ~ First, stewa;dsg_ip. f ye have h f the dispensation of the
A\ce of God, which is given to me, to )@Paul was confident that his people

were aware of his mission. Now according to the reading here, his work as a

(\ the word genotes a% Not that God had

changed his dealing with men through the ages. It was not of his own choosing.

But he employs ahere - the best mMn, is that 04 stewardship. //

‘ and the funct1on of a trusted steward 0f a house the law of the
/—

house. The stewardship. Andare- said about this stewardship. F?_gt,

That is a spiritual privilege. It has

God's favor - and that it is to be shared with others.

-

Gor —
Se;@, this stewardship, Paul says is to you ward. That is, to t
W
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1 , And tl?r Paul says inl.@— that it involves algreat mystery of redemption.
) ST _;___L_u———ﬂ—b

vi

It is given to me on its way to you - by way of Revelation. How that by Revelation,

he made known unto me the mystery. Paul regarded himself - that a seﬁrst here had

been revealed to him, The great secret of Mg_@gmy_md_gzar_e. That on the way

Acts 26:18. Here is a mystery that Paul says

- that has been made known, And it is unsearchable. As it is used in the New

Testament - it isScalled the mxstez{of religion., That was covered, only those who

were inducted into a mystery, understood it. As today, in t

ie inducted into its mysteries -- things about it one.#€arg

it. Now that is the word, mystery, that was used in the days of the Roman Empire.

And that is the way that Paul uses it here - referring to secrp:_;; qu_e_knp_mynly to

those whom they were revealed. Here is a secret that God kept in his heart. Even

theid not know it. Th.

What is that mystery s that i ' t. [Es

it the kingdom of God, that he wgu_l_dél.ude—the—éen That is not it. 1Is it
the O0ld Testamenq{ Covenanyy - no. Is it the mystery of the‘sufferlngs of Chr1§}

No. The prophets predicted that very clearly. Isaiah 53 - 750 years before it came

to pass. Isaiah described the passion of our Lord. In Isaiah 9 - he called his

name wonderful. The mighty God, the prince of peace.

What is the mystery that was kept secret in the heart of God. Until the day

it was revealed. 'I'hwas that between the sufferings of our Lord, and the
E: - 2

ngdom appearance of our Lo_f;i tt;i;g would be & imi Beriod of time, w-

w dispensation of mercy"®y That was, it would be made up of

—_—

alike. And they would(b » and the same faith.

ng/ to the same”faﬁ'i_“y, the samey
The did not know this. I Peter 1:12. They desired to look into these things,

That he shall come down, And this secret, Jesus Christ, is the head of the church,
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And the church is his body. And ch. But what is the church.
mv

The church is thegfall They are a new something - for

several hundred years after Christ, the church was called the @_c_c_lgi_ia. But when

21 ed . he built gorgeous temslesI They changed if,to the.
D The name then moved through the languages and became known as the
<ki§§g:f thw. But the Bible does not know anything about that. Because,

the ecclesia, the called-out people of God, the church, can be anywhere - at any

place. For the church is you - it is the people of the Lord.

The @ is not the building, it is God's people. And what a glory that

he calls us God's chosen. And he put it in our hearts to respond.

- @ Paul said, toward us, facing which - you can when reading, understand
N 7

my comprehension in the mystery of Christ. Which had,w

previous Eenerations. There is newness in this revelation and mystery.

\éb I\n& Which ig other ages wqs noLjade.knoup, uniguibe.sons.of mep. He
; ;

says, it was a definite act, it has not been revealed to his holy Apostles, and
i
prophets in the Spirit. And @

W, to lay there his inner purpose. This can only be received

in the Spirit. God and man mee_\'tv - and men come to understand God. This is one of

part in the inte of the new Gospel functi

the greatest of all secrets and mysteries. That it is in the spirit, the measure
of his comprehension of God's greatest secret. And come to know that the Gentiles

were inconcluded in God's purpose.

% \\:’@- Th. \ of the mystery of Chxist, fe’lygi_;s and fellowy,members
¢ 7
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-

of the body. They are co-heirs with his body and they are partners. The term

fellowship is, the key to the meaning of the significance of this verse,

V{6~ Paul t what the mystery is - of this @ which he has.

In V., 6 - Hg tells abo i The content of the mystery of Christ,

That ﬂ B& Ws, fellow-members, of the body. This is the key term
=, [ et e S e,

to the meaning of this verse. That is, that the body of Christ, and fellow

partakers in relationship to the promises of God.

Do we understand this great secret that the Gentiles are - and this tells us

what the secret is. It is Gw OREL SSCLelay NOW, this is not easy to
put in the English. It is a(gigure of speech) - and there are that are

here which means cw, co-bﬁr, and Iﬁo-gartners. They are jg_Ms

inheritance, with the Jews. And if we say that the ‘Gospel secret) for us is that
e

the W, thew the Africans are in God's grace included - with Biiti'w,

*
Ameriﬁgls, Indi_ﬁ_ . All of thi€ comes throu Gos And Paul says it has

been his honor to render the stewardship -- to take th‘f this mystery.
__'—ﬁ*—ﬂ___\»__\ —

~ T

To become a herald of it.

II. DISTRIBUTORSHIP OF SOME RICHES
vl ]

IE@ We read that Paul says, I became a ministering servant. Now, this

deals with his place in the stewardship. This is a way by which he was to initiate
————e

this gift. And this position here which he has given, th‘ had called him in

Christ to tr%k inw. And thac was made a ministe?‘ne said.

According to the gift of the grace of God. /P
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Now tgis~ Paul was so earnest, Heth

vy
with the original twelve. But Paul goes out on orei mk, with the

f. home mission work)

mystery to the Gentiles. And this mystery was something that he was going to
I T S AT, B

C——
have the distributorship of. (\m? a Ers E thought this is -- that he had received

a special revelation, of this mystery. And that even th though they

knew many things, they did _not know abo H nystery. And this mystery, which

And here perhaps, a h@dred thousapd

This was sqmething that was lﬁic. Paul knew what his task was. He knows that

he is inadequate. He knows that when he comes to administer this grace of God,

that he is very small indeed.

And Paul denotes that he- iH the im"i iﬁ 1 of?and the !enefit o’
When he says, I was made a minister. He indicates he di‘ [(hotdtake this honor to

himself, That he was divinel; aBBointed. And fyst-, it was {great fava9 And

he considered not that he was worthy of it. But rather, that only according to the

grace. Anot/h.e({hing that he understoq\d was, that (it involved an exe;ciseﬁ He was
: 5 : that one such as heo destructive

in the movement of Christianité - should now become an Apostle to the Gentiles.

made a minister,

And as a minister, he described his lot. We find that he had high regard for

his place.

4
ILL@ Paul says /I am|less/ than the least of all the saints. J That I should

/preach. This is a most unusual passage. Ending - the word here reads that it is not
C—— .
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enough for Paul to use a word that means least. He wa;g Lo place hgnga;h Ehe legt..
One thinks of the - I do not qu i but Mt

for him to Eush ng out of my lee.f Lei: than least, said he, ig_y place.

And this is the expression that Paul leaves - no shadow of doubt in their minds,
—y

met

that his goodness (is in|Christ. And his strength in God.
< 7

Christ on the W&nd it meant that he was an mixtlaw flee;ng and_searching

for those who were bound to Christ. But after that experience, he, himself was an

outlaw. He was fleeing for his life. Let over the city wall in a basket. _Ship-

wrecked_ He had other disasters. And Paul carried on his full-time work teaching.

how the wor s divided among{ those who) thinks that wo Tk
L atose wnd) nga e ministoiCgmi
W}(. And then, there are who realize, that maybe he puts in

S— —

(diversity of tasks, then people begin to
think that @b ould Tathe an o1 W than that of

ometime join in with the pastor in some of the unusual

L.don't see how \irou keeR b1 up.i g!every day this bad. The

answer 1is, no,(mangof them are much worse,/,
D =
S *—

longer hours., Then when you gather in the

experiences, they say,

Now Paul, as a minister said, I was made a minister, And Paul tm his weakness.

And he knows the Saviour., The more you recognize the Saviour, the more you
recognize your own inadequacy. Now this is something that Paul says, that he had
the privilege of coming and preaching. The unsearchable riches of Christ - V. 8.
If he is to have the distributorship - h as the‘transmitter;of
N %e érace} And we find that the deeper the vessel goes, and the deeper the vessel

is - the heavier it is., The true man of God. Many years agoseph P asked

Dz
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Spurgeon -d aslp one of the twelve to betray him. The humble
preacher replied, ot _able ‘ ; @e w_to me is, not why
)

he chose_Judas, shou he Lord have chosen me.\ And that ¢== one

was one of splendor and wonder., And the gooﬁgg;s.n.f._ God. One time, he said, oh the

—

depths of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God, how unsearchable

are his judgements and his ways of finding out. Rom. 11:33.

So here is a man standing, and in all the splendor, in the unspeakable,

unsearchable riches.

All that he had to do was about the riches of Chaiit as to his person.
sl —— =

We know that thﬁz:akggw Christ - and was still at his voice, 'I‘hecog-nized
him and kigsed-his feet. The. knew him, and ministered to him.

knew him and fled from him, And disease turned to health.
-

Paul knew about the f the atoning power. The grace of God. Did you

ever think of this. Before the Lord came, before he died on the cross, that there
he promised and pledged to die for our sins. And the suffering he went through

as he was there,

Then think about the riches of his ascension. He is in Heaven making

intercessien—for us. This is unspeakable. No wonder Paul quoted Isaiah. Eye

hath not seen nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of men, the
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things which God have prepared for them that love Him. I Cor. 2:9.

And then there are the Paul knew this. He says, I am

obligated to the stewardship of this mystery. I have the distributorship of these

unsearchable riches of his presence.

-

V How Christ's presence helI-Js. out that love who works

in the house. Who singi as she waf}es the dwes, who sings as she cooks at the

stove, or as she swegps the house. She always sings the swg;lsgngs%)f zion, the

hymns of the church, the songs about Jesus. The . presence is like that - in
all of the wﬁ of our life. Even in our sorrows, disappointments,

in the storm clouds that fall. We will see the April showers mixed with sun beams.

Jl/ A@ a little business. They both worked hard. They were sweet and
) P e

precious. 0r<Christmas Da;’ the husband had a heart seisure and died. The preacher

made his way to the home. Of all days for a traj_egy, on Christmas Day. He, the
TR

to the home, to bring some cgmfgt__ag_d_encomggn@nt to the poor
wife. The husband lying dead. Bu.someone had been thE;e before him, For ‘ said,

tghen I was saved - I exgenenced God's sava grace. For the the years of my life, I
have known his love and grace, and now that ny husband is ggge, God _has_given v,
TS ==y

dying grace. Then she added, it was God'¢ Christmas presentyto my husband. For

today, Christmas Day, God introduced him to the saints and to the angels in Glory.

When thleft that house, he left exhalted and lifted up. Christmas Day
——— ’}

brought death and separation to her - but in Christ, it brought a Christmas present

for him.

‘)




=il

Tgﬂ, he was presented to the angels and the saiE_s__fin Glory. T%
God has_done for us. These unsearchable riches, Paul said, I am distributing

them to you.

And Paul mentioned the wonderful thing, V. 9, And to make all men see,

what is the{fellowshig éf this mﬁsteg, Which from the beginning of the world,

hath been hide i_x_'l_God.

A@ once asked a question - I am so troubled, am afraid of
-~ @_—
w It stl&min my heart. The counsellor said,

dear child, afraid. Afraid of the coming of Jesus. le “k A lived

in_the days of his flesh. (Hagk
door to open it. And there W- would you have been [af

That the son of God through immortal flesh stood at the door - would you have

been afraid. Would you not have been overcome with gladness.

When. Same into a house, one could not get near to him because of the
blind, the lame, the poor, They wantgg Lo ‘touclﬁ) gim. Or they wanted him to touch

them and bless them, brought little babies that he might pray for them.
s —_—

-"\! < . 5
And , S still the same. God's book is still the same. This same Jesus shall
S i3 e =

come back in like manner. It will be the Lord himself. And he is a friend of

ybu knocked on his door - hzﬁb you gone toﬁg-—
—_

mine and I am not afraid, And I do not dread his coming. It will be a blessed

face. The same precious hands and the same loving heart.

And countless numbers have partaken of these. And they will
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receive a white robe. You do not need to bring a crust d. He has the
manna of life. You do not need to wash a SM out of your soul, his
blood cleanses you from all sin, You might as well take a candle and hold it up
to the sun. As to bring your own righteousness to Jesus. Who is to come just

as you are. There is grace, and there is forgiveness.,

No one had ever dreamed that God's grace and God's love was for all people.

But Paul made that great discovery, God revealed that mystery to him. And tonight,

I am offering that mystery to you.

\ @G Chester Quarles Was executive secretary of Mississippi Baptist Convention, He
illustrates this truth for us. He had suffered f @n his youth, Before
.__'———"—V"'

any vaccine was available. And he was p:ﬁalzzed in one arm, On m

South America, he was asked by a miM to bring a supply of new discovered
RS Res s et —
)

polio vaccine for their children. He o%led it, and he carefully guazded it on the

trip. He took great pgs to deliver that medicine. He said, because hefk_.n._egg__

p

well the di{ference that it would make,

(prayer)and then talked about the

y, and the diiiaibutorshig of it - of the riches. He said,
- “_‘7

because it is important and we need to share it because we care. And the supply is

—
unlimited. No one must be left out, of the distribution of these riches.




