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"HOW MUCH FORCIVENESS DO YOU NEED?"

Psalm 32

is the hapPiest person you kqfi today? The happiest person who goes

around églping otheﬂp%gple, and telling them what has happened for them.

Vhoever wrote this Pgalm, knew much about the spiritual experience of an

(EF ‘ﬂﬁﬁ,being. Now we know that it was probably written a long time
2 TE——

before the coming of ﬂhz}st. But he was @amilai}with all of the g;gg;,%?cts

of the grace of Cod. The expression and the lanpuage in it tell us this.

had his goeﬂfgggs and his had days. And he wrote this Psalm - there must have

[
been music in his heart. Because he starts off -'blessed is he. And it is
#

concluded with - be glad in the Lord and rejoice.

Now there is no_problem figuring out the gggggg for hii_igy. He has done

something that he ought not have done and he had accepted the full responsibility

7

for his actions. And he has repented fully. Te knows that he has been forgiven.
pented fully

T like forgiveness for making a heart scéne. @much forgive-
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ness do you need,

lngg_ﬁhis Fsalm, This comes as no surprise because he was aware

of his reprobate life. DBefore conversion to Christ.
it

In the New Testament, Qoffeed forEiveness to Pha}isees and to sinners.

And it is quite clear that those who know what it is to be forgiven, know that it

is to love the Lord. Fven forgiven much, thev love much.

David has something to come into his life. And it awakens him, as in Psalm 51

Tr—

- he promises the Lord that he is poing to spend the rest of his days telling others

about his salvation. He is now doing the htest he can in Psalm 32. His sins have

been washed away, and he has been parggped, cleansed, and forgiven, restesred - and

—

a new heart. Supreme happiness is here.

For an accura;g g;ct%re of the experience of human life, we study this and find

—

that the is in a transformed%,ife. Tach person needs to listen to what this
man has to say. Because he is going to tell vou about getting forgiveness. And how

much foreiveness will vou need.
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killing people. Or it some fellow that cheats people.
0B PeQ

Then there are other people who think that sin is breaking the ng_ggpmandments.

There are o that si/n_ig_%de, %d, lack of faith. But there

are some who really don't think these things are as bad a sins as others. This

is the error on the part of Christians. Becauseon't think the sins of pride,

jealousy, or greed are rooted like the other sins.

dgé%i%%bfm do not understand sin, we have little idea of the forgiveness of
g ‘ 3 :
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God. There are some who think that they have never done anything very bad to God

and they have not needed very much forgiveness from Cod.

Now this is very dangerous. Ue could be the greatest sinmer in the world
- ' - 7

because we Egg_uthe right to be God.
v

And vet there are people on this earth

that continually sin in this attitude. And the man here is talking about the

far reaching implications of transgression. UWhich is to transgress or to trespass.
—_— 7
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Ouite often you read a@ trepassers will be prosecuted. M "Tittle
>

walking with his Daddy one day when he saw such a sign and aske(

ghat! did_@L_m_ean.?

T ——— e

He says, it means if you go where you shouldn't - they will prop you up against a

fence and vou will be shot. Ve said it with a grin. Yow the boy heard the word
y 3 'EL__ y 8

but he couldn't understand the erin, ater) however, he learned that such notices
e i::;;L —

—

let people know there are plgggg.where peop%g_are not ££ee to go. And if they do,

they must bear the consequences. That really is the meaning of transgression.

i

Cod outlined the limit of human behavior, Ile has made it clear and he
= - Vv

expects us tocperate within that realm. Man may call his kind of behavior the
7

keeping up with society. God just calls it transgression. Kvery time you Or 1L

step over the God-given limits of human behavior, we transgress. And the moment

we do, we are responsible for sin,

The @ e uses is sin] Sin is
!missiné the mark? It means ap error. It

cause of unhappiness. We have done those
e e

We have 135_1::%63 those things which we

/

covered. Now this means a failure or

means coming short. Sin is the real
=

things which we ought not to have done.

ought to have done. Doing what we ought

- 1 - = — - —
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of that which is false. Play ac;;ng, perﬁgzgég@;bghind_g=g%§k. People live behind

>

a mask., Much of their lives. We get so caught up in our guile that we play games

with God. We tell him things we don't mean. Ve sing praises to him that isn't true.
We promise things to Cod that we have no intention of performing. We become skilled

at this,

—
thought - :_:_‘f_,-"bnlz_ I had gotten into sin in a big wg_v, I could have

been forg%zgzwin a big way. T couldn't help but love God in a big way.

—

The truth of the matter is¢ you_did get into sin in a big way. Day after day
e trutp < i , .

when the miserable sin of transgression and sin, in}gpity, and guile - you have

N —e,

constantly done which was forbidden. You have left undggg that which was required.
7

You have perverted often the right.

Fe said the Taul
l—-;._-—-—'

well, not any that we know of. But Psalm 32,

. [
is one of those that Paul used. SRom. 4:6i 8§ you will understand what Luther meant

when he said this. Where rote _about the great doctrine of ;]ustification by

ﬁgiﬁh. He did no david did. And he wrote about the forgivaness that

David mentions in this Psalm. He uses the thqugggiven, and the term covet, not

( imputed:) Each has depth of meaning that we should understand.

Yes, he talked about the forgiveness - transgression must be lifted up and taken

away. Born away by sacrifice. The sin must berco¥ered - hidden from the sight of

God. Iniquity must be reckoned to his account, cancelled. Tor here is qi%éii)

picture of sin in the heart. And the sinner has been completely contaminated.




The record book is against him,

And the New Testament Co
J

7 overs, and ce%ggls.the record
of any rebellion, error, or crookedness. -he~;;;__£=%gd comes to take away Ty
sin. ";; di to hat ﬂE’ET";;M;;;;p;jns are not taken away by this lamb of
GCod, they will remain and crush you. (éavid?had the story exactly right when he

talked about this. No wonder he was a happy man when he was writing part of this

Psalm,

The words to make or to_Eggg;\is found in the ancient story of

éb
\Cain and Abel
<

‘@ have vou done. The voice

Gen. 4. The Lord said to Cain, after the crime
»—-""J

of your brother's blood cries from the ground. {Hgm)c ime or a sin be covered.
S Bl AR . o : S ek,
T
Now the primitive way wasikhe throw earth over the blood. God's way is to throw
ey L ————

‘:ﬂk over_sin, The whole story of salvation is here in this passage. Heb. 12:18-24.
& \/ ———————,
Abel's blood of vengenance pleaded to the skies. But the blood of Jesus for our

pardon cries.

We are all familar with the - it was part of the Hebrew system for

forgiveness. The goat was selected by the high priest who would lay its hand on
—  ——

its head and eggjgga over it its sins, iniquities, tréiggggssions of the people.

And put the weight of sin upon thg_gggg;_ And the animals was }Eﬂ’;g_the wilderness

and the children of TIsreal were reminded how God put away sin. And this was basic

behind the forgiveness that David used.

Since Christ came, we no longer need that. Because he arose and was buried in

our sins now - as far as the Fast is from the West. Sins are not out of sight from

God.
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When T have been in a position where T have been required to forgive someone,

the thing about that is - I'm not sure that always in my forgiving - that I am

forgiven. ,§35/532£:£orgiveness forgets. And that's the thing about what David said

g
~— Q We use the.-wordjreckon;bthe Bible says that CGod will not reckon our sins

. It means to t them o 0 ‘ .
to us . pu n our aq&g___unt. ur debt has been settled And that

is great news - that he has paid our debts for us.

.
DECEITFULNESS SIN - V. 3-4
sﬁn—a@ try to do with his sinsg, There are verv few who are bold enough
to say that they do not have some sins. But here we discovered the deceitfulness

and what -a man tried to do with his, and the horrible memory whi¢h he had. And

——ey
he is giving us the picture of @hanngngd in his own experience. He said, I
—— VY —

chose to cover them up.

\ ly i
= &:@ I just kept silent, WHe sought to hide. Yes, sometimes when a man
= o —

talks about his sins - he shifts the sins to someone else. e covers up. @
> V J—

—_—

and Fve, the first thing they sought to do was to hide their sins.

He sought and rgfused to fgce his sins. That is the hardest word that he had

vl )/
to say - I've sinned. And that is the awful fact about sin in your life.
A

Treating sin liggtly - he only deceived himself. And perhaps there are people

today who do the same thing. Vho deceéive themselves. What was the hindrance to
.sa————v e -—
confessing sin. I kept silent., Perhaps pride. Maybe there was a weak conscience.
Maybe carelessness. Maybe stubbornness. Maybe he did not realize God's claim or
__—-—-—7

the view of Cod in the face of the law. But in his experience, he finds it hard to
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find forgiveness. TWithout some pressures on him - that he talks about in these

verses.

Fe said, I waxed - my bones waxed old.

[ 1
@ And my m01sturg is turned into drou ght. The Psalmist says the(sap}of

life was gone. The trees of the %ggd are Egll of sap. It is planted by the rivers

of water. But his moisture had dr%fE,HP and was Eggghed. His bones W%E?d old. He

could feel himself drying up in his silence, he tried to hide his sin. But there

was (n ce.) His sin was always troubling him. Wis conscience was a thing that
—

=

haunted him. And that was God's hand upon him. And bearing very heavy.

o

Vhat he is explaining was a battle. And he was conscious of sin, and he was

more aware of the necessity of dealing with it. The pressures of God came upon

7/

him.

In brief words, there was suffering such as guilt and conviction, He was dry,

depressed. UpseE: And the longer he kept silent, the worse he became. And when

he became of acknowledging and confessing - he was able to say - thou forgavest

me. But David Qriedl running away and a lot of people try that today.l‘ In dealing

with their sins. But that is tragic, my friends., Wis situation had become unbearable
and he was frantic about it and something had been strangling his life. And he
erEE_SEE_iE_ﬂ_ﬁgsat and there was no relief for him. Why, he was not seeking for-

L e

giveness. He was heing deceived by sin.
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ITI. DESTRUCTION OF STN.= V. 5-11 by #awe Lol of ﬂ., }w_,_, 8 g Méaivz (/-27———

Ve give attention now to these final verses., ANAL M% %‘7‘*“"“" Al Lt
T Seeme Wy Ao el Yo

_=@ tells us thahe confesses and finds forgiveness. FHe saw

clea:uzithe way of restoration. The path to the light of forgiveness. And he

n
said, I acknowledge my sins unto thee. My iniquities I have not hid. And I

- vV
will confess my transgressions. Here is a man who is opening his heart - he is
—7

not hiding a thing. He did not attempt to conceal. It was all open before Cod.

Mo road to light or happiness can be found anywhere else.

Z
(gji§2does a_man continue to cover his sip and suffer untold miserys David said,
————— S e —

I acknowledge my sins. And how marvelous that was to actuallv confess his sin and
tually £

our sin. Tt's the way of the cross for us. And it took a resurrection. And it

took. the drops of blood from our Lord to bring about this forgiveness for us.

[ Thou forgavest the inigy%;y of my sins. He shows(

Cod gcted. Vhen he made the acknowledgement, God did no% gg;t. The Psalmist
— ’

decided that he would meet God and God met him,

i
I think what he is saying is, the moment I made up my mind to do it - God
— E= . rd —_—
(&ited that instggg}, It is the icture of Cod. And that is the way to
7'
destroy sin. God was , ardon. I wish we had some figure of speech to

help us to understand the meaning of that - ready to pardon. There is no figure

of speech finer than the man has used here for us. That Cod is so ready that when

man makes up his mind and confesses, he is forgiven the moment that he does confess.

-—

formalitiess He feels with your attitude and listens. Cod
does not have to wait for the nex;Z;évivag meeting to roll around to grant you
Faroivaenece  Te does not have to waitr until =ome evaneelist comes to tovn for vou
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o confess your sin. The blessing of forgiveness and sin covered. Ine A NaTone.

The Ahordiss Nrta( bl Joaue Wora,
That ' statement really stirs our hearts today - vou just can @ he burden
l - ==

fal}iggﬂgﬁi_at DuEgPEEEEE-EEXL- David had written that sin had been committed and

sin had been concealed. And now(ﬁggghas been confessed and(giilhas been covezed,
— il " 2~

and forgi n. And sin has been cancelled, That is the glorious climax for this

Psalm. He had been E%EEEEEQ" there is no dark blot against him now.

[y Y~ 5y vy e Botlone Sy Ml FI 3 ]

God will forgive our transgressions - it means that he will 1lift and carry

them away and remewve them.

.Y

He says when he found this forgiveness, he prayed. And he says the
- - —

flood of great waters Jshall not come niph unto him. What a picture. Here is a
— ——r—'——“

naked before Godi And he confessed
. 5
(udzenend
I've found a new hlglni place. Vo oL ”73 Wead aw%&- ?

E% 11724_,ytk~¢47

= E;Qi)* He talks about the hidlng glace which we had in God. And this is a

terrific blessing to him, “Rock of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself from

man who had obtained forgiveness, and he wa
e ———

and now what he says is = the great overflowing waters of rill never

——e
—

Thee, Let the water and the blood from thy wounded side which flowed, be of sin

the double cure, saved from wrath and made me puré:))

Faith in God gives the sweetest power of the unseen hand. Uow can he ignore

the egernal Hell that awaits everyone who does not have Jesus Christ in the hour

of judgement;“ He will not be unprepared but he is secure.

~— L / 1
—_— \e} He has @he guidance and the care of h He 1s under the
T ‘V

counsel of God now and God is going to guide him in this way. This is the picture=
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of Cod dealing with a troubled soul. He is saying God will point his finger the
—

way I am to go., I will show you the right yay. I will guide thee with mine eyes.
—a

God's eye will be upon him and I will never lose sight of you.

e
" \L@)- He refers to th¢ bit and bridle)in the horses an Now
Goc{_l}&fg;g:uﬁen you and he is going to

a horse or as a mule - without understanding. You have freedom of forgiveness -

ive you freedom. And he said, be not as
V

but he says you are going to walk in my way. You are free to go on as before. 3But
be perfectly clear in mind that because you have been forgiven, it doesn't leave

you to be free to go on your own same self road.

Rather it introduces you to a‘;ew W§£> When God forgave the woman of[;EZEEEEg>

he said, not, 0. k forggﬁg h_efin_s;_[_sted that she had been for/}}en. But
what did he say. <%Ljow and sip/;o more.)

Do_not be like a horse that has to be held with a bit and a bridle. Live up

to the instructions_of the Lord - he promises to g

Voo o § Faraprer —(ad=s5d) Tmfdi
& Bl Fomas, Wﬂ-ﬂ;
He is not saying to you,

that_you have been forgiven, now you can and

' v =
(égn some m0f5> And then come back and find some more forgiveness. Noj that is not
t—_— - —

#n.d;-

what he said.
w

<

what he is saylng. He said the Lord is going to instruct and you m in the -
-/ W Fens o

right path. Rﬂf‘i’:f—"“—‘—‘-y 2‘1 MOI- M = - )
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‘\3 :i;5£:;> He sPeaks again to thd wicked man)and says to him - that he is going to

have many sorrows, because he will not co

will have mercy on the one that will confess. And he climaxs it in V. 11 - by saying

there oy in his soul.
m e G Nov Repoy ok —50gad n - 2o Sto



ISAW GOD WASH THE WORLD

I saw Ged wash the world last night
With His sweet shower on high;
And then when morning came
I saw Him hang it out to dry.

He washed each tiny blade of grass,
And every trembling tree;

He flung His showers against the hills
And swept the billowy sea.

The white rose is a cleaner white;
The red rose is more red

Since God washed every fragrant face
And put them all to bed.

There’s not a bird, there’s not a bee,
That wings along the way,

But is a cleaner bird and bee
Than it was yesterday.

I saw God wash the world last night;
Ah, would He had washed me

As clean of all my dust and dirt
As that old white birch tree!

—William L. Stidger



qung need his mercy tgﬂgy! Many th%EEs in your life may need straightened
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out, There may be many things that hurt that need to be healed. uch

br——

forgiveness do you need. Do you understand the forgiveness of God
Gl Pl - N St - [, — i R W&t}?ﬁ £l
% mm’«lﬁé& do r@on in the org:n.ven heart. » “b,a
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7 atred”in o eart, and with an umdovipg spirit,
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that we can'
’ the thing tZat ought to ouris ﬁg is love and joy. In your experience

of the forgivenss of God, learn to forgive those who offend you. Those who hurt

you, It may be on your job at work.

Learn to(%prgivé)even your church, even when your church doengEE_Ei!ngE7pr
- 7 e ,
meet your expectations. Learn to forgive when your @hildren) may disgraee you.

—

God forgave you. And is willing to forgive you.

Have you had that soul saving experience..you taken your sins to him and

spread them out—n-his sight. TIf you will come, he will set the joy bells ringing.

If all of these things have happened in you, this is your experience. Why not break

out in a song of praise. You'll be the happiest person on this earth. Luke says
the early Christians gathered in the temple and in the houses and they talked and
they preached Jesus Christ. What would happen in your church and in mine, if we

go forth with such a testimony. ZIvery neighbor we have, every person we meet, Ve

told of the saving grace of God. How much forgiveness do vou need today.

Oh say to the rock that is higher than I, oh souls in its conflicts and sorrows
would fily. No sinful so weary, thine would I be. Thou blessed rock of ages, I'm

hiding in thee.



