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: é GOOD NEWS OF A GREAT JOY L@;
Tuke 2:10
outline is based on the theme Secripture for the 1976 Heek of
o rls in Action wrote the following

g o o, .
Prayer for Foreign Missions. Af{member of Gi
S ; i

letter to the Foreign Mission Board.

§
|

! the Mineral Springs Baptist Church.

IDear Sir:
’ I ama G. A for

Will you please send me Lottie Moon's correct address.
N i A AR
Thank vou.

The G. A. knew that Lottie Moon was ammigﬁiggg%y. She did not know that

ince Christmas Tve, 1212 - Miss Moon's current address had been in care of her
Father in Heaven.

The offering which bears her name has a current address, in more than §0..

countries.

j, we think of news as we receive it. Our nation

Our nation waits for news at periodical times

waits for news on electiom.night.
People are looking to see how the Dow Jones averages can make or
-

during the day.

break the day. Whether it is bad news or good news -

Other people look for the mg;ningmagya@g%gx. And others look for the evening

newspaper. And they consume that news and they discover that sweep across the

world. And sometimes it seems that the news is carrying us down to despair.
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But the good news that is being considered during the week of prayer, is the

kind of news that can,.change society.

60% of the orggiggg,ministers of the world are inside the United States.
< [t

While 95% of the world's population is outgide of the U, S. This means that the
Y

2,650 Baptist Missionaries which are now under appointment to §2 countries and

territories have a great responsibility to proclaim the good news of a great

joy.

Almostgﬁa;éiof the.financial supnpoxt of Southern Baptist Foreign Missioms,

AR e

comes from the Lottie Moon Christmas offering. We have a goal of 26 million this

vear.

- it if

And our ﬁggggzhas been g%%gwnews of a great jox&

i Py
01d Doctor Alderidge wrote a mione time on world need. Tt was a challenge.

v

World need, world need

World need

How we feel, dear God, the full urge of it.
And the swing, and the swirl, and the surge of it
The destress of it

The dire press of it

And the pall and the thrall and the call
That come now from the great and the small,
World need, world need

How we fear dear God, the dread chill of it
The vast sweep of it

The great depth of it

That now breaks out sad hearts everywhere.
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He closes that bit of poetry with -

We thank thee Dear God

For the chance of it

For the reach, and the risk, and the romance of it
The high hope of it

The strong cope of it

That comes now for the task of today.

What a challenge to get the good news of great joy.

There are three%f &éwqrq§ that I might use today. As I began to think about

S NS,

9

this subject, that might help us to remember this theme. First, the Eigg. Second

the p:;£2§e, Third, the €§SE$§B%

The good neys of great joy was meanpwgormgggg%%g. And thereiégéggbe“akglﬁg.

The sggggggggm;ggggﬁd the good news from the el. And aftexALheymsagﬁfor themselves

&

that the Savipur was born, they told others the good news. The shepherds did not
‘ <—m»~u.‘-~t;;;;p«

merely repeat what someone else had said. They reported their own experiences.

Good news is tgo good to keep to ourselves.

74 o7
Sometime ago éda_m_ Clay_tpg,}?owel}) urged his hearers to keep.the faith baby.

e
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A r%gggmggipgelist picked up that, and said, don't keep the ﬁa%th - give it

S T

.
b

away.



-.4_

How actually both.of those men were right. We must keep our faith bright

within us. For we dare not bottle it up. Tt was made to give away and to share.

T s

There are nggdyﬂln our church. There are needs in our community. In which

there is a call for sharineg the good news and salvation. There is a plan that is

being developed in our Sunday School for taking the good news of great joy. And
g P umday Sghool g g g joy

six committees were formed last Wednesday evening at the Sunday School Council

to initiate a plan for sharing the good news of great joy. And this is something

that I think is a real challenge for us. We need a plan.

Now the purpose of the good news coming was pr

that this good news would/ donovetHinp when it arrived.

RISy 4' b
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This was the purpose ~\Luke 1: 53\\ We read the text - He had £j]
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hungry with d thi . A ich, he I t empt ST 7
ungry with goo ..:_thlngs And the rlC. e nas sen empw ‘y“@away 1 a newspaper

many years ago - there was an article entitled "Prisoners Christmas'. The festival

of love and peace.

He is going to take the side of people who through no merit of their own -
but because of his love. He who not only expresses this great love for the world
but put it into effect. He caused his light to shine in the darkness. He has
given eternal hope - he has done that by himself - becoming a human child - ome

of ourselves in the town in the stable at Bethlehemn.

Tt doesn't mean that the) wants to do this - or that he will do it. futihe has

Vg R = ) SN L o L N

already done,itﬂ} Listen very closely to this text -- if you are hupgry, then he has



alriiggﬁﬁi%led you with good things. &f&ou are

awvay empty. MNow that was what happened there. And this decision and this separation
that vhen the infant Jesus was born - the choi¢e was made. And there the hungry were

filled with good things. And the rich were sent away empty.
Now this text may seem to have a doubt meaning or a double message to us.

The_hungry, —gﬁg;? kind of people are th%%? A hungry man is one who lacks what

m&ﬁw«%@\m

he most needs. Not anything fine or fggfy - which he.could . easily .do. without.

But the hare essentials that he simmagmgwave.r-»»-Andmﬂowwas no wa‘y and no
e it ki \ oy nes B Ne

means of securing them

V.

And he cannot help be afraid that he will starve.

A,

giﬁﬁééﬁis the most need - it might be a piece of bread. A bowl of soup. Or a

oy Qg

or £ 920 O g A N 4
few handfulls of rice. You have no doubt seem tures:of starving women and children

o Py
in I%%%g. Perhaps (even: one.or another of;

St e

uthave been hungry at some time. But I

S

imagine just now, as long as you are in this building, that is{gagxyour_main"problem.

What a man needs most may however be simply a life he considers worth living.

What he sees instead is a wrecked, spoiled life. Wow he's hungry. Vhat he
most needs might simply be a little joy. He looks about him and finds nothing -

nothing that really makes him happy. He is so hungry.

He might simply need to be loved properly by someone. There might be no one to
b RS

124

love him -~ so he is hungry.

There may be someone whose greatest day is.

good conscience. Who 1is
s

there who ought not to have a good conscience. And whagg{f someone could avoid

it
@
o5

having a bad conscience., Then he is hungry - he»isﬁﬁéry>hgg%§y.
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What he wlgmw&neeﬁkmost of all 1is to settle bhis.affairs with Fod He has

heard about CGod and it has meant nothing to him. WHe could not make anything out

of it.

Of such hungry people we now hear, he_ illed them with good things.

Good news, G

R

wZh¥en them something to soothe like

s. He hasfmot)merely

et e
7
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a sgcking filled at Christmas for a child., That may be cheap. But he has given

them something — something he likes. It may be like the crumbs that fell from

the Master's table at poor Lazarus' feet.

But ébi%‘litt}e baby coming down for hungry men., And yet, one time, he said

my God, why have you abandon me. Fe came and stood at their side.

place

wgwmwggkggss at his own expense. He intervenes against %atan. She sent the

hungry man away completely justified. ‘He sent the sinful Publican down to his

home from the temple justified. We took the true saint into his bossom —~ like the

poor man Lazarus. FHe calls him into the service - just 1like he called Peter who

was fishing. He welcomed the Prodigé;vSonnhomg, with a fatted calf.

,335% £ ds around this world today. There is need of perhaps

‘-’ﬁz‘&%\a}‘?"“

a missionaries’ where missionary Parks and his family recently

withstood a 190 MPH winds. All the windows were blown out of the house.

It might be a littleirﬁ pgﬁugpwp in Uruguary - where Lottie Moon offerings

provided 907 of the funds, fpfla building - and the church is growing inspite of

not having a pastor for ogg;%§m19§;§:q

. ‘

in film fesitvals. One retféﬁtmrecgqg;ywdrew*ﬁgg;gggple.

Think of those who are trying to help feed the hungrv. 'M} a Baptist
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layman promoted a love offering last year. And he raised $1,000 and sent it to the

’,_y,.mb‘“

U. S. as part of the record 26 million dollars.

The Lottie Moon Christmas Offering recently provided $13,000 for an %ﬁtomabifé;
in Parguay. That sounds expemsive. The sage.gar.could be bought here for ugLéwtﬁﬁt

[
much. And we remember that gasoline sells in the South American nation for'8l. 75~R\

a gallon.
Yes, the purpose of this good news was prophesied in the need.

f\-,w‘«%\ . .
Butiwhqﬁmay be rich, and who are these rich that are mentioned in this text.

Are they the group that piled up shares and bank accounts. Or who collect original

paintings and have fabulous dwellings on the lakes. Or who drive Merecedes. Whatever
the fangy things-they.may.have, if they feel really satisfied with all of this, and

if they consider themselves safe - then ¢

'ipertainly belonp to the rich that are

referred to here.

The rich, in the sense meant %gﬁeg are really not those pggple - hut all those

people with or without bank accounts. Who think they{can)master life by their own

wisdom and power. Those who, as we say, know the thrills. Who consider themselves

clever&“gg‘g;e%b- they are llke _the Pharisees in the temple. Trust in thelr own

.x:“ !

R

righteousness. Those who think they must thank God that they are not 11ke these

rogues who feel they are able to announce the good they have done or are still doing.

And claiming that God and man ought to be thoroughly satisfied with them. These <

; . _/Zzbﬂ — 7 Sz, 5;51/<~5——Q%;/ — SpEs : Sy
are the ones.%&q W%M Yoy s B e — W&iﬁ pond s

Zr. e
ad —J%e sent them empty awayz He says they sent them away empty.

i
He has not done any good for them either. But he sent them away likegpee;mé who dial

TR SPIRR n,

the vron? number on the telephone. And did not.get the desired result. Or he has

TR,

gone to the wrong ddresq on a street. Or who have gone to

g

Nle%up their baggage and
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could not find.it, Te simply did not find them interesting - and he could not use

R A AR

them. And he gave them nothimg.

Y,»ﬁ"*ﬁ WaS go]_ng on. in..the stab]’“m%mw@ &g‘]‘a’ > he

ﬁrlmplv did neﬁwggggern these

S EARASNELT DT

g%gh people. And right to this very day, it is a fact that Christmas cannot make

oo

these rich people glad.

We say this i1s a time of love and of peace. But it has no meanlng for the

b A S A S

poor rich,

There are some people who are afraid to be hungry - who are really hungry.

There are tﬁose‘whomggg; Lthey are sati

of death. The purpose of the coming of Jesus Christ was that men mlght Joyfully

e

celebrate.

o

And the thing about{;iﬁe meq¢ and all men - is that they ought to recognize

and confess -~ they are ngt. ﬁi@x@r. The are wretched creatures. And they ought

R Pt

to go and stand openly with the Publican and not be a fake. Right at this point,

is where they need a Saviour.

r3 ,
«ﬁf 7 i
Do you remember reading in the Gospel how it says - blessed are the poor.;

They would be filled.

And that is why we hear the angel say to the shepherd - good tidings of great
joy which shall be to all people. For unto is born this day, a Saviour. And when
a man has his heart filled - then he is released from lying, he is released from
all sorts of sins. And when his heart thinks about other hungry people of all
kinds. The problems of the world then become his problems - by doing this, he can

then celebrate a joyful Christmas.



And then he goes out and gives an invitation, to others ~ to come in and to
share with the Master. And when we go out and bring them in even in a building

such as we are meeting in today - certainly there can be great joy.

III. PROMISE
ey

The promise is that good news of greatijoy has come to all men,

So we have a p;ggwjgwwshaﬁggg,this good news. We plan to share it through our

giving. The purpose is that there are people who have needs and who are hunéfy.
L-omesaS o & A Wi

And need to be filled with the spiritual blessings of our wonderful Saviour.

And now in the final place - he has promised joy. Great joy, he says.

Now I want to close this message with an iilustratid

Bpgaisvst

- that was given by Dr, ..
: =
Rowland Level, I read this story many years ago, in which he wrote about his

mother. But it has its bearing on this good news. And on world missions. The

concern of our hearts.

He Eggan by saying - would that I were an artist. My masterpiece would be

my mepory of my moghg;iﬁﬂjggg. She had soft blue_eyes, shining like sun lite dew

on violets. Twinkling like stars. Her forehead was broad and high. Her.mouth

was strong and smiling - showing a sense.of humor and a happy outlook on life.

Her hair was dark. Her.complexion was fair. Her beauty was the bheauty of
holiness and love. FHer personality radiated spirituality. Her charm came from

(g‘f mmw«rs;:

constant companionship with Christ. She was bo ora Berry - she graduated from

college and taught school before her marriage. He went on —~ mother was{ﬁg»AAmw“

to her home and family of 9 boys. The hushband and the 9 boys filled half of her heart.
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Lot

The l;ye for Christ and his church filled the other half. And she kept the two
familzypgv§1— the second and the third from the front full of boys at every service.

During worship, she smiled, she wept, she rejoiced, she prayed, and she watched to

e & &

see if her boys were listening. After a sermon by Rev. W. A. Porum, one of the boys
would say at the dinner table - Mama, he took you right up to the pearlie gates
today,didn't he? The church at Oxford was the center of her devotion. TFor 40 years

she taught a class of children.

She did as mugh.chyrch visitine as the average paid visitor. She would hitch
the old horse to the surry and drive all over town. And go to the high social areas,

and well as the back alley. She loved missions.

Once, Dr. J. Dn CGamble took a collection for foreign missions. Ghe took off the
gold watch and chain her father gave her on their marriage night and put it in the
collection plate. A rich man redeemed it and my father saw to it that that was left

at home on missionary days thereafter.

> at sunrise while she churned. She condu%;ed family worship

e

at the breakfast table. And prayed for her boys daily - as she bent over a t

k in

her dressing parlor.

Yer homgﬂgigwg&géﬂgn of hespitality for visiting preachers. For friends.ef the

»»»»»»»

boys, for people who had need, for beggars. She said I remember one old woman
- T s

came by and mother did not know her. And the woman said I heard that you were a

good woman and she came to visit awhile. She stayed and enjoyed mother's free board
~

from September until Christmas. Much to the boys disgust. He said time fails to

tell of her quest for souls. The winning of people to Christ. Going out into highways

and hedges. He said I remember, she went to the jail once, to carry food to a condemmed

murderer. And on the gallows beforgwg§ﬁg%§whung, he said to those people stanging there -
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to exaggerate the joy and the possible usefulness like a person as Mrs. Level.
The story which I just told you. And what a supreme sense of mission. Would

you like to have it. And the joy of life depends largely on the purpose, one

has for living.
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that Mrs, George Level had led him to accept Christ. So hehyaswgqiggutg‘ﬁeaven.

He said it was amazing how her prayers were answered. They would fill a book.

B

At her degph, he said, we found a pencil written letter in the old Bible.

My dear dear hoys,

The Lord may.call me at any time. It will be to be with Jesus. He

has sweetened the tunel~ so death is robbed of..its.terror. My heart's desire

SRR

and prayer for each of. you is that you may.ever..live for Jesus. That your

R =e e

chief aim and desire is that every action may be to glorify God. Oh, ever

live for Jesus - that he may always use you for hig glory, in bringing lost

men to the cross in the extension of his kingdom. At last, may we all be

gathered around his throne. And unbroken family to pralse his name forever.

Mama

That was a wonderful inspiration of the promised joy of the good news of great

joy. This dear Christian woman's family - She‘§h§£§Q@iﬁc And this is the challenge

that comes today. God's news - embodied in a little baby bov. And the angels

R

rejoiced as they spoke of a great joy, to all people. For 1200.years. no

T

this joy

has_still come to many people. And this part of the angel's declaration is still

unfilled. The joy is not shared by the millions of the earth yet. It is available.

But how shall they hear without a preacher. Someone must tell them.

Now our foreign mission board is attempting to get this good news of Jesus
- through doubling the missionarykforce_;ghé&ggg$§ By the year 2000. This is the
challenge. Amid the bad news of this world, let us turn bad news to good news.
And we can be a part in the plan of turning bad news into good news. And we can

be a part in the very inspiration of sharing the joy that is ours. It is impossible



