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not heard the rule ﬁ'We find time to do things we

MTM excuse, "haven't time", is ofte
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insincere because they who make it have abundance of
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(vime for less important thingg)than the work God

wants them to do. Are we making as much use of our

(bjme as God would jaze_m_xmka_ni_ﬁ) For example,

if we do not take 411119 to ggag, ywe cut the communi-

cation line, In all of our church work there is
the need of more time of -preyer. We are losing
ground all along the line because prayer is given

so small a place in our lives.

WM Putting off

is a real thief of opportunity. An opportunity

may never ret@. A duty put off is hard to do

later on. A true steward of time will .qot allow

procrastination to daminate his life, The habit

- of sbarting échurch meetings hgzm a thief of
time, When the éemzm' ient_superintendent fail; Jto.

begin at the proper time, it handicaps and makes

impossible the full success.of the program for the

day. How often do we hear individuals say, "Do
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GIVING AN ACCQUNT OF OUR STEWARDSHIP

Lulab 16:2

Introduction: Only a (small portion)of our church members
have put their financial stewardship on a Bible basis,

There are vash resources of ;;g in tho possession of

Ohriat.im men and women which havo not yet been brought

under the influence of the Holy Spirit. The larger
s dsh s _to do(with the the inner life and

the outer expression of that life., No person can really

be a gteward of possessions unless he has(First)learned
tlg..gfleuon. TheWcould say that, "all

these things have I kept from my youth up," but Jesus
said, "one thing thou lackest"s The(m e e
have of many members is their namés on the roll, They do
npt help very much, they dg not really belong to the
church, ng_g;_g__balmg to the thing to which they are
mgs_ngxgtﬁd. The church-does not get their seryice,
they do not attend, they are abgentee members. There is
no proof, for they dggtﬂ!__miinipa&mxm_@azﬂnjj@) e

the getting
and the giving of money - but we must understand that larger

stewardship is not easye. It callsfor the utmost of service

and se1f. It is Qarder to Javothan it 1s to give.
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Spiritual acts are move difficult than physical. It is . ko

be called int and considered a wicked -
easier tofsend a ghegatpan it is to take oneself and family ,,1 servant. Now you are God's stmg_d-, ~ have you 4

¥
to God's house., It is easier to unite with a church than Hewit ée lecting God's business)for your own private

it is to follow Jesus, The larger stewardship calls for

the harder th The éord did not make it easy for

anyone to become a follower, He insisted on separation, i B - pens — geiticn ko the man

who had hired him, that would be wrong. For

interest?

surrender and ‘sacrifice, : J

' | example, if he used his Q;m_fﬁﬂmtt@ he
MS one ¥ho .18 smployed Sa ihe business would be considered as being dishonest, Any time

gf another, As his aggnt or representative in the busi- the man uses his time in opposing the interest of

the one who is pay:.ng him, h,__ia_xas.t.mg_hia_umg
the best possible manner the interest‘o’f his employew. \/’gl o i W D Gl life itself,

}ngﬂl have to give an agcounty Now this teaches us that God has made every g; and we are to use this time,

ness in which he is employegi, his duty is to promote in

all(men are God's stewar@ It declares that the silver WS o e a e e e

and the gold are his., Also that the higher talents of a necessary that we nob £111 dur ‘tilie With useless

man's life belong to him, Even our eating ahd drinking

activities., 1 Fr giving advice
is to be to the glory of Gods This is an evident fact.,

to a young tridesnan said, "Remember that time is
) money".” Just as truly as he said that, time is

i el
e The Aocount of Time fmowledgs) tine iq(wisdan) tine s (property) tin

We are bound to give an account of time, God created * is/powery Time 15@5&1>nd @mt)

“

us, gives us life; gives_us time just like a man

Some church members Veg from engaging

employed - he has time to serve and he is not to

: dvha 1
use that time for his private interests. If he in définite Christian Work by saying thdysh ven t _time. &

' 1 This ma, b t d
( wholly neglected the man's bustnesg)then he would Y T and At Al may be false. Have you
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not use it for his own welfare or for s 1 means

In contrast,@od has pl d pr in

the hands of people and he expects that it be used

in a worthy manner, He expects us to hear the call

of the man of Macedopi»a./?here are many people who

feel that they have acquired property in their own
power and ability and that it belongs to them, but

did not God/create.yon)and has given you the talent
for acquiring gssiens and using them, If the
or acquiring pogsessis ng o i

man who has access to the wealth OLM

some .of his mqney he (huins his character,) but when

S a—
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a man takes money from God, then what?

gee that God will ecall you into account.
had something to say about this when he said,/The

is a sore evil which I have seen iindékzthe gun,

namely riches kept for the owners thereef to.their

hurtt, ( Eccl. 5 :;3_> This was a warning. concerning
+ wealth, Fewmen i;ave labored more in all of
history than Soloman to acquire wealth, He said

in(Ecel. 2:8>"£§athered me also silver and g__(il_/_*d"_,

and yet no one ever realized more than he the vanity

of wealths - In @g\@gb_g_lﬁ.ﬂ.gwe read, "The rich

man's.-wealth. is.his strong city, apd as an high wall

Do you not

|

k)

not put me e84 do not use me as a
(‘tencher), I do not have timen,

‘ iii ﬁ Account of T‘}“ﬁﬂl

|
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‘Here is a man employed to work and serve and to

use his talents, but ' | o mind )
and_to promote the interest of the business. He

may even use m{t&on’u g gggolitionzto the

interest of the business, This may be true in the

~ Christian life, - a person may use his talents in

the oppesite direction or he may not usé them at

all, No person is excused from service of Christ

because hmww.ﬂmm@

else has. God does not ask us to use talents we do

not have but to be faithful with the talents we have,

No sane individual can say,({gare dg nothing I

can_do",) The émallest talent mandis one who is not

excempt from his obligation to be a good stewart,

or example, t.hirich]gﬂ “Wd} for not

doing greater things in God's kingdom, and in

.eriticizing them we oftenfboaat and declare what

great things we would gé if we possessed an abundance

of wealth, But the pg}&t of this statement is not

-
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in the fact that they fail to do the bes _,,they can . y

and should for Christ, but it is that we fail to do
ou.r&;o;st with what we gossesQ/ If a man is not
serving God with what he h% what reason is there .

to expect he will serve God if he had gre
BWM? God has given us certain
talents and he expects us to use our talents whether

they be for leadership, We will hot have %o give an

aw!h@ We will not have to account

for ‘the man who hides his talent dn(a napkin) and
il A ~ =

that hides it from Jesus, There is something for

everyone to do., There is a place of service.for

you. We are not te hide or bury our talents but to
develop and use them in the best way for the most

{

B

in the Kingdom., = We need to prevent somehow the waste

e i

of the talents right here in our church, This is

a point where we have a real loss,

An Account of Influences

Suppose you should be employed by g business firm

’
BE S e e

In like fashion Qod has given you ﬁl.uencg).‘ e

cannot shut our lives away from men or-avold the

in the high-roads of public position or in the path ,
of private 1life,we are ever exerting an influence L

upon their minds, For none of us liveth to himself,

. e may deny that we have a responsibility

for the « Nevertheless, every
church member has influence which proves to be a

@]._evggggmma_m_ﬁm_&h_@ The professing
Christian may inspire people to great concecration
and faithfulness in the service of Christ or he may
influence people to be indifferent, critical , or
throw a wet blanket over every movement of progress,-
Your influence is very much like a broadcasting

situation, The influence you have-upon one person

does not stop, but goes on to another and to another,

IVe An Account of Progertz

The man who is employed must ngt use a person's

Even

money \lor.4 isonm influeng VLY w0 b ek ) 0.3 W Y aTa

though he hasCaggess to the wealthDof a man, he will
4 -t
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will find that it is a wgll of emptjmess. Aga:l.n
Solomon said ix(gcol. 5:102 "lle_cannot hmhagg'gos".

It is not created to satisfaction. W__

once said, "Money and bine are the heaviest burdena\

&‘ life, and the unhappiest of all mortals are thoa

‘mo have more of either than they know how to use."\

Many people hayaég\&r_e wealth}and time than they can
o 3 -
W Wealth is YM for you

cannot buy comfort. lMoney may be a means of achieving

happiness, ‘Benigin F‘rﬁﬁﬁé ?said, "Wealth is not

his who has it, but his who enjoys it." Wealth cannot

produce health, Eccl, €:2, Qohn D, Rockafawil ;2__

once said, "I would gladly give $1,000,000 to anvone
j M@g@e me a new stomgch_.i . Nerves and hi@"
blood’__gressure and heart disease ar.e_/thing's‘ ‘that
pansot e andied. with sebero L o BRI

(w.gﬁ;mmn ﬁ.ﬁ the oem&tg’}is not much of a

goal in life., Wealth cannot build character, It
W —————————

cannot purchase salvation, We are called in to give

an account of our property.

Ve. - The Accaunt.gf the Souli




VI,

10

God has a right to request of‘us that we give an

account of our soul. Suppose you had a steward to
whom you had

and’ educ him at great
- .&—
expense and ‘then he should willfully throw that 1ife

awaye wm sustains' you until

you are able to render an. important service, Will

An Account for the Souls of Others

God comands“tliat you:be a Go-worker with bin,) He

11

in this advanced age. When we think of the cost

of the Gospel in bringing it to us in our own

language, it reminds us of how little we are doing

in the way of taking advantage of the opportunity

which came to us. (W

“you say that it is nooone's business. That is false Qpportunity, at the hest season. He is to have a
because it is everybody's business. ’l iw_ﬂ; and to buy at the right chance, We as

Christia‘na should also not stand and wait for some

great opportunity to come, but to@.:nsgect all open

doori) and enter them because many times when the

needs your 'service for he saves souls only through
the Helpers who willidgly join inwith hino(IE souls

.‘*M the prophet saéd, the hlood apild-rest upon |

Joseph Jfelt very keenly that

| KZ- Mﬂoggortunlty wﬂ%&a@) ¢r= L
| s ,G,yhv-"ﬁ /7= 7/= f’
‘J7 )—p«.vt—7 l "l)

In like fashlon,@:;:uld ;&ve Ztantzm

the opportunities which are theirs, realizing there

\j are many snares. A:@g}illustrated in the 0ld
. ; Testament, had an ogportunity but failed to use it.
others.@iel} alsb practiced his religion in the

e : j By (dleness)
grounds of a foreign kingdom. il

the Christiant's handse

he should be fait

you may let the opportunity go
by. You will suffer loss indeed, One thing to

remember: is @gtéo_d is the owner, that he Kas(first
cla im)upon. your life and you will have to give an

VIiI. Khe Account of Our %Eortunities.
Every Christian is actountable to God for the
T account of this., In the Gospel there is the statement,

opportunity to serve. ijg;'gstewardship rests upon l
¢ X | "W_e_l_], done, good and faithful servant",

every redeemed individualy) We have more opportunity J

These will
be the words welcomed by the Christian,




