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FIRE ON THE ALTAR

IHNTRODUCTION:
I Kings 18:38

™.
As@)"ry as the world was built, altars were built.

G

I -- b 3 /
Caing and Abe \ bw altars and worshipped God.

after the flood, the first thing - was to erect an altar.
- N

v

(Abrahém?built altars at every stopping place. As he moved, he built

an altar. Which indicates, when people move from one city to another,

they ought to move their church letters and k%gp up with their church.

built altars.

This is, by way of history, the (al.tar%had a permanent, g%e in the life
of Israel. It had a it was in the tabermacle, right before the 1}'q_1_y

oo

of holies. And there sacrifices were offered. The temple also, had a huge
s ————
altar. And today, you might go and see the dome of the rock in Jerusalem - which

is the place where it is reported that sacrifices took place.

There is the, which was the altar for sacrifices for sin.

\ :%\\’x
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There was the altar of{incense One of fellowship.

F—— [Fe———

And then there was th

all of these directly in line,

/ -

as one approached God,

{Wg?want to talk about this evening, who built — an

But it all

+

altar. And the gréat conference which he had o

«

hinges on the subject of prayer.

First, let us look at the crowds, and then look at the cold altar.
— —
And the live altar. And then, you make your choice.
—

I. THE CROWD

,9[‘ ) When the great
”~

J «~ Dbeen searching for Elijah. as like a bloodhound, seeking him, goéadiah“) v

went to search for water. And he found Elijah. Elijah commanded him to go

M had been on the earth for 3 1/2 years, men had

-
and tell thy Lord - behold, Elijah is here. Now Obadiah diddnot want to do
“* >
this at first. If Elijah failed to show up, then Cbadiah would lose his life.
- =~

V,/L; But Elijah gives his@ that before that very day, the sun sets, that he
g would show himself to his royal master. The message was delivered, and soon
onoer MR T T

the king stands@_g_gg__;g,iaca.) These two characters - the groBhet of God, and

V. / great champion of Bagl. Here stands the upholder of thegion.

» RS

Here is the one who stands by n. And here is one that stands for

right. One for lig‘gt - the other for darkness. One for tw - the other for

e%;%ir.
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tr
Ashet, he said this in a rage - art thou he that
e

troubleth Israel.
L S

2
~—
,‘il' )g This is how he meets Eli_j ah. And what will(Elijah/do. He says, I have

'——f—%
not troubled Israel, m}?ather's house - in that thou hag forsaken

the commandment of the Lord, and followed Balaag, It was a brave man to preach

the truth here. He was a fearless worker.

' r @ is to be done

{Elijah was the master of this occasion and he
-

dictates to the soverign in the nanme of/God, he purposes that all of Israel

..

pt Me. Carmel, This mighty throng of people should come for great

conference at Mt. Carmel.

The(prophetdwas familiar with these surroundings, and Carmel was a

famous place for its vineyards, King Wazaiah had 300 husbandmen and vine
e —

—.

dressers. 2 Chron. 26:10.

The whole mountain was a place of flowering shrubs. And Elijah said
*.———‘——‘____—-—_7

we will go and decide who is the Lord - Jehovah or Baal.

Wbout the ,crowd that cathered. There were three groups that

gathered there.

~ 1@> A /
\ First/, there were thefdro: alLind_ixis.hLals that gathered. The ranks of

|




féiﬂvégﬁéég/ -
WV’ -
R LT
(i?%%EEE%JWith their vestments. 850 of them to be exact. And these had wershipped
e wﬂnﬂlﬂ’—.

and been assigned as Jezebel S table. They were ignorant and they were following

the creed of thelr(%thelstlc king. They Were<r;rel;glous - and they had sold
d:;EEEaé)F7' iy

themselves to work iniquity.

They believed in no God.

e would say were the atheispgm:
e

This fil(st

Who is the Lord, that’he should reign over us. They do as Ahab does.

&\\\\\\\\\J::§§£££§> thq falthful worshlggers;of God were there. Obadlah and his

falthful 0roup and he had h1d in the caves. And that.was the second group

that gathered. They had lived for years in hiding. And they were depgmdani
upon their daily bread, by the birds of thevﬁgzg%;_and of course, the
Gentiles who would help them, But they were the true worshippers. They had

never bowed a knee to Baal, They were true to God.

i ;drd" thei They swayed between views. They hesitated.
diyided)in their hey sway y esitate
vc :Z / They did not know what they believed. This was a great group, that the
1J
prophet said, how long halt ye between two opinions.

There was a vast @

of undecidgd.

Those who were half-hearted Christians,
—

on the borders, who could ngt really’ get out in the light. Or detect truth

£ r., And they were unstagle as the sea, They have the wish to die happy
Yom erro y 1 y

and to go to Heaven at last. 3But they(cannai make up their minds, as to yet
) 7
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renounce their favorite sins. They wish to flee to Christ as their Saviour,

but not yet. They wish to give up the world's follies and sin, but not yet.

There were three g;eae—gfggps, that were gathered here at Carmel. And

what a crowd.

1I. THE CO ALTAR
W

V4 'g:y,A Now we have them gathered, and in V, é9§- we discover that the conference
}

has been set. V. 19 - 400 grg?hets of the gﬁgye, fed by Jezsggl, and %29‘

prophets of %ggl, are gathered on the mountain.

A V. - The people were charged with sin,
7-@ —_— 7
—— V.S?4g— God, who answers by fire, will decide the contest.

— V.$252— Elijah says, I1'11 Lg;_xgg_hg(£i§§£> You may bﬂi}? your altar
- but do GEELBEE_EEZ—E%fe'
/ ) o 7 Pyl . . L
ZZ;M Mﬂ pf)% . %WW&W@
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-6~

YV, !26 ~ 29}~ We read that this was a co@ altar without fire. The sun

was h.g_g and Baal, being a an_god%ould not produce fire.

The p by bott_x_gg_r_gj_as, and Elijah lost no time
helping them choose. Because they were many in tHe mé.i'ority‘_; And they

out-numbered the little flock., And perhaps it is something like that today

-~ the world outnumbers the flock of the little disciples o “Jesus. And
v ~~

yet, the narrative goes on to tell how the priests of Baal, made their

preparation. Theythe bullock and dressed 1t, and put it on the altar

and then the(z_r‘ s;]:oug, oh Baal, hear us. They were hgie}é&e and exhausted

They be an another will cry. And then other priest. And their cries

did not rally their spirits.

and from noon until the time of the offering,

From(%r'n in
e T s PN

of the evening sacrifice - it is all in vain. The cry of f_:lr%g.. There
;—?
was neither voice nor any to answer nor regard. It was a fanat] religious

The Of the world had nothing to ofig_r. Their God, there is neither

voice, nor answer, nor attention ox proof. As they call upon their God. A
God such as this, that cannot concern himself with the affairs of men, is

tragic.

Those that go on in the service of the flesh, allow falsehood and deceit.
-f"-—
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This is a God of the preverse generation. And whoe unto the Bible

hating, false, rational generation we are in the midst of today.

:’ B As you armel the ou'__g):x_,and the r}_cE—s;e_/xzpuld lead you to
%mpare it to some of the

had holy indignation for how foollsh. (igl‘ija% said, to these people - you

cry aloud, your God must be talking. He must be on a jourpey. He must
exy sloyd, ust be taligng ourne

that we have today. And God must have

be asleep. Ue must be awake. Maybe he is meditgting. Maybe he is n at

h/o)me.

d"-';{‘ Thid
Yo | S .
so intense, they have worked themselves up x-ut/h/ ise) and frus on.
They take out their knives) and their lan»c{ They lacerate their bodies.
T —_—"— S—

And the blood streams. And with their sinful blood, they think to induce
e

excitementd Baal must come forth. And their cry to Baal is now

Baal to hear and to answer.

1@ o rophesy. They make all kinds of motions and
e o o . o .y

rWs. And perhaps some of this

may have been as the speaking in tongues. And they did this until they had

-

Y'\ ;? And then they
/"W;a% and W, and ho

ng’_’yg;;—e. And until all was in wvain.

However much they were excited - we need to @ point jhere A you
— - P
might excite yourself, But Jesus, Jehovah God, hab no pleasfire in-such
sacrifices. They could pray themselves hoarse and we could sp (grb,g,urs,

in that kind of worship - but this is not the thing.

gnsver.



(é@ In the Bible says that Elijah@the old altar. It was about
the time of thetevenino' sacrifice. This maﬂ’ f God simply, by faith came, and

he said unto the people - now here on Mt. Carmel is the ruins of an altar.
- i 4

\

And an altar that was called the altar of God. Now it had probably been built

many years ago but had been down by the idolators. This altar Elijah
e

repairs,

—~ the number of the 12 tribes of Israel.

, 3 v. The preparation. He digs a m - and he puts plenty o@

on the altar. And water is the obj&d’of fire, And he wants to show people

that this i So they fill(fouhﬁ barrels of water. And put thefWwood/

on. They do it a second and third time - until the water fills the trench.

The preparation is now complete.

u v /3 e _@Mtbe 0ld prophet ?}'—f_‘}_is_,a-l—oﬂ% And shows his
o |

trust and his desire. At the important hour. And here is his prayer - Lord

God of Abraham, Isaac of ;;:Bel - let it be known this day, that_thou art God

in Israel and that thou art thy servant, and that I have done all of these
1 - h

JUBESE—

things of th word, hear me oh Lord, hear me, that this people may know that
7 y r me on Lorc
Iy

thou art the Lord God. And that thou hast turned their hearts back again.

e prays for{reviy 4 that God will / imslf. He prays with



compassion. That@ love may come to fallen men. And he calls upon the
o~

God of Abraham, that God would let it be known, that the people may know

that thou art the Lord God.

ey There are e ) things to notice —he prophet(did?and what the
pro What shall we admire the most in his prayer. The prophet's

. ' .
Z?il for God's glo‘r/y. His for 3

hou of Israel. His

boldness in asking such great things. He had confidence.

We marvel at the unspeakable grace of God. Which teaches us that here

at a mysterious moment, things were going to change.

| — thefwhol; revelation of God is at stake.

\K 3 ( V. §38 )~ the ._M,g,tg.,_;we%f
El ijah has pra%ed and testified, and prayed unto God ~ the prayer has been

uttered., Every heart has been lifted up. The amenrmow is to be given. The

: — s
of the Lord fell at(3 o'clock,) And then all theaw“ it and fell
o L 2 74 0

on their f_eg:g_, and said - Jehovah is the God. Jehovah is the God.

How glorious it was that here was an ‘a(l;g_ariﬂ -~ and the Eoly Spirit, the

-~

fire of the Lord never goes out day or night. And it has now descended upon

this altar.
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397
Cﬂ;;{igg}gﬂzggg%%,that day from Mt. Carme ) caring to have it

be said in his heart, the Lord - he 95 Gad, There was no one who would

hesitate and would say that.

destructiong

/2? And of course, the égrshippers of Baal were right forl
——————— )

Let not gne of them escape. The people are rgady enough to do it. They

call upon them -~ and at the Egggk,Kishon, God destroyed them., It was a

painful execution.

N How many times have we @ God's mighty power — Deut. 13:6-9.
‘ R N
If(i&zggg_ﬂil%7entice thee, secretly saying - let us go and seek other
Gods. Which thou hast not known - thou nor thy fathers. Thou shalt surely
—
kill him. Thine hands shall be thrust upon him to put him to death. And
- /
¢
afterwvards the hand of all the people. This is an expressed command of
GCod. And obligation for us to obey God and put him out of evil.
We know that there is going to be KCQ;;;;;B and the wicked and the
. -
righteous grow together., And then there is going to come a day of destruction.
| lere was a‘ altar - here was life, and light on this altar.
T — -
-

altar will you choose. What will be your choice.
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— Jaltars built very mug&ié&@g%) And two altars outwardly seemingly

were equally as prgg%fggg. Anybody can build an altar.

<§§1;jﬁod can furnish the fige. God can turn the cold altar into an

altar of living fire.

A ! -
The[Z?th:is,'wé have 6gza}altars everywhere ~ do you not see them as

OB

you look around today.

Let me mention a(few?cold altars:

' \
churches Jand

_preachers without fire. In God's program,
3 e )

there are churches todpy that tolerate si;, Tt does not matter what they

believe, but as the modern world decides - they simply look £ entertaipment
A N

or something fancy today. Rather than the Gospel.

Few e VM@'M-W%‘J%W%@U\;V/%@

o

night after night and there were qg,gnnxexsinns. One night, at midnight, he
put on his clothes, and he said - I went out to the cemetery, on the hillside.

I got on my knees between two graves. And I prayed Lord, show me what Hell is
S —————————

like. Help me to see what it is like to be lost in sin. After that remarkable

experience, the next night, the Spirit descended, in the Revival swept the
countryside. People in the church became more in earnest. They were on fire

after seeing the condition of the sinner,

A———r
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T " There are (Deacons and leadoxs

our leaders are nothing more than cold n1ra§5. A.éggzgg)ought to be on fire

ithout fire. In some of our churches,

and his life should be felt throughout the entire church. He is a servant
o, B A PR - .___-—-7

Dr. Robert G; Le

of the church - and he should be able to lead in that way. ¢ e

said, I ysed to ask Deacons, (yhere’were you horp the first time. And then
i =2 80% —Xaco C 2 . =2 e

where were you born the second tdime. Will yvou support the Training Union
g___% y PP —— g s

the Sundfls/’_,l, and will y(_)_u’f_i_i;/g__. And »then he says, I would ask
aboEE_zggzégégg* ‘is)she going to be a leader and faithful to the church.
. e v P

And to the worship in the church.

<~ence said, he knew only two colors - black or white. It had to

be definite. That is, a man éds to b the altar - abla £ God.
T , a man neéds e on the alta aw_’ze/_‘oro

L3

. Many years ago in €9£2 E before graduating from th@!&ppleman and
Cauthen, and IWWere talking. Hall said if the

what would you like to be. One of the fellows said - I'd like to be the

q&g;neegu Another one said, I'd like to be the c02%E%£g£ on the train. Appleman

said, I'd like to be the(goal Mn the engine. And burn out for God. Not freeze
' L4

up for the Devil but burn out for Christ,

éﬂ!ﬂbcold things we sometimes are in our churches. Our cggi;,sing§ with

v

percision - and out Sunday School teachers teach history. And we are frozen
v

together with orthodoxy. Like(§;;5;35§ he wished not that the Lord's spirit

had departed from him.
D b

Msm—,
The church at(Ephesus) was loveless and didn't know it. The church a
il Bevddsenl e
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was.gifeless and did not know it. The church at(gaodiceé.ﬁas luke warm and

didn't know it,.

Some ?ESEEE:S end the first six days of the week sowing wild oats and

P
th i i :
ey go to church on Sunday and pray for a %Egg;ggglure. We need to stop

flirting with sin.

—— Charles Spurgeon)was fond of the — some children were taught the
~ A

<§§Eftles Cr’/éz) Fach child repeated a S;ause. Thus they proceeded - through

the Creed. I believe in the Father. Jesus 923%339 the Holy Spirit, etc.

e

One day the minister. came into class and he said, cq3;§g§%7,we are going

to repeat the Creed now.

It was a little bit awkwa at first - what is wrong. And a little bo
, avkward a g Y.

replied, please sir, the boy that believes in the Holy S%;rit is(éEﬁLhﬁx@
1 g

today.

i

Now the(ffly Spirﬁf)is lost and closed out of some churches and some

leaders lives. The Holy Spirit gives power to praise and to witness. So

there are churches without fire, leaders without fire, etc.

;?" And thirdly, there are

——

Did you know there are church

fithout fire,

i i s
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members that have grudges between them., They do not speak one to another.
S = .
s <

There arg’ some} who pray the éérd‘s Prazerz and do not mean a word of it.
Because if God should forgive you as you forgive others, you would never

be forgiven.

So many @e’gé_}ytalk about my feelings have been hurt. All they talk about

~ and they bury these things in their heart and let them grow, instead of getting

those things out and making them right. #’Syp.poad spent all of his time

I

P

trying to get even witt(,__%ﬁ'lj He would have never been crowned king.

4

Some Christians are like the n)who said, I am open to conviction.

@ e

. \ . ]
But T would like to see the man who could convict me. (

// /
As the soldier »aid, when I come to die - do not sound taps over my grave
~ —7 Sm— -

but re'\'rgie - the mornin The summons to rise. This is the great need
/‘ o e

of the hour.

@_1__f_gr__a__gassion for souls

Oh for a love that loves even to gdeath

Oh for afire that burns
‘,,—‘,———l—‘

Ingcotlar@ yie_lﬁs_’a_go_, before matches, the fire had gone out in one
Ton h“'—"'—’.v s P s T "
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community, but far on the hillside ~ there was ireplace that was still

i ie—

e

a?lggg,_,And soon the people were carrying coalsAhgre apd there until all

e
was a glow. Today we have cglé_hgar;s cold altars - they need fire. Let's
2_glow, y 1d hearts, y neg

light some of these souls tonight.

ire. intentions will not

W

do it.(iigi) is paved with good intentions. Of people who intend to live
= v

better, but that is not enough.

The 62é£;£££§§>depended upon this fire - they could feel it burning within.
A" e

Fire(penetrates)— the hardest piece of metal.

W
Fireﬂﬁxﬂi_rﬂgg - it brings light.

Fire éoftens)— like a candle.

Fire(warmg)— brings heat.
bt eat.

Fire/consumes/- it destroys.
G_/—’ﬂ__——\

The Holg §g}£it is compared to fire.
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s«:g@om aneromorrah was destroyed by fire.

PR

The Tg"'urning Hush was afire of direction.

The @ouded pillab— was the Holy Spirit guiding and leading. And
‘ 7 7

when they had camped there long enough ~ the fire moved on.

And here onéfzt. Carme}l) there was fire from Heaven.

‘ .ondonj, there was a terrible plague. Disease germs multiplied.

[ s A e .~ e .
The following vear, a great fire broke dut, and the plague smitten city was
; v

possessed by a spirit of burning. London literally was baptized with fire.

And fire accorfxglis}}ed what water had failed to do.

P He shall baptize you with firg - this fire from abgve.is our

v

redeeming agency.

t} N , 3
1Ses Hre things /- his I;lo_lx<__ Word> his Holy( SEiri9 and a holy (lifez

— The Emnaus road is a pilgrimage for you tonight. They said, did not our heart

rn within us. While he talked with.us by the way. And while he opened to

gy

us the Scriptures. They@:mpared hearts>

-‘ }Z\ v.(21)- Every man's@ is listed here. There is no middle of the road.



ot St Tl Fow Tl -
one pu. &

Y e ééld —
(e Fo ol P o Tl
> Aol 15 )
o 1/ S dl W Wt T sl
WW | o . W

i

/(

. V‘p
e UL )
,/ )0 (1 )@@Z%«Q,
{
noon



