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INTRODUCTION

In 1941, Fuilip Foner, in nls Business gnd Slsvery,
made an appoal for a aore detalled astudy of the Northern

tuainess =an and nis reaction to the coz=ing of the Civil Bar,
Countering the popular interpretation that the war was the
product of two conflisting economic aystems, Frofessor Foner
presented Lis own obpervations regarding the cuncerited effortas
of the Nex York finanolal interésts to check any and all mowe
Sonts Which tended To precipitate an intersocticnsl struggle.
The documented reactions of this perticular group of Northern
businesns mea could not be explained in terms of an over-
slaplified oconomis interpretation of the Civil War, and for
this ressoa Frofessor Foner pointed to the neod for more
inteasive research into the sconcala pources and materials
of the mnte-bellum portod.l Fonor's challenge has falled to
arouse very amch historleal enthusiasws, spparently, for many
rocent historicsl treatments of the critical years defore the
Civil War sontinue to genersliize upon the essentlial economie
antagonisms of the Horth and the South, and #till leok upon
the Sorthern ioduatriallist as the catalytio sgent which
propelled the sestions into bloody worfare.

Une of the moat distinotive presontations of this

'Pnilgp Foner, Business and Slavery (Chapel Hill,
1941), pp. Sle-322.



oconomio point of view came into the tasentlolth contury with
the writings of Charles Beard. The South, according o Beard,
wes an sros of "planteors operating im & llulted territory with

inocmpetent 1lsbor on #0il of diminishing fertility,” in contrast

to the industrisl men of the North wno “"swept forword...

exulting in the spprosching triusph of meohine industry, [and
whg/ warsed the planters of their ultimste lubneuo..'l ot
only did Besrd consider the Civil war to be an “"irrepressible

confilot® resulting from the clash of those two confileoting
soonoxies, but sttributed the lmmdiate cause OF the war Lo
Northern 'ap:ul:n." S0 intenso was Seard's oriticism of
the mmterialistlio greed of Northorn "ecapltallen® end its
fomoderate domands upon tie Scuth, that one commntstor
resarked that "the Southerns planters very nearly bookme the
tarces of the nsrrative, snd Beard very nearly became the ally
of Jotin S. Galioun.*

This economic intorpretation was carried into the
twenties Dy the work of Vernom Parrington, who mainteined most
of the essential 1dess of Beord regarding the origines of the

itueries and Kary Beard, m RH, %5 Amerisan
Slvilhzation (2 vols.; New York, 1927), 1L, €=7.
“Ix4d., pe 20,

“Inosas J. Prossly, dmerisans Interpret Inetr Civil
Har (Princeton, 1054), p. 20B.
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Siwil War. Enthusaiestic sdout the “sgrariasn demcoracy™ of
the West, sympsataetic at times toward ths interests of the
Soutn, Farpington bed little regard for the ideals of &
siddle oless saich wes busily ongeged in "oresting a plutoorsecy."?
in the dessdes befors the war, cleimed Parrington, the msjor
perties of the United States chose to follow the econonrie
intereates of "master groups, heedlass of ell humanitarlsn
fsauwes™; and once thie war was over, the "slave eoconomy could
never egain thwart thoe asbitions of the capitelliat umm;q."g

¥idely slroulsted during tis lats tsmtios und early
tzirties, tae age of the CGrest Sepression, the ecornomic interpreo=
tat ions of Beard snd Ferrington found obviousz scceptance at s
time when bosatility to Amerlomn capitaliss and busizess o thods
was unususlly strong. MNany Southern historians, in particulsr,
gelzed upon these ldess Lo lend support Lo the tlhesis that wapr
bad been thruet upon an unsllling South. WPrank L. Cwaley, for
exsnple, conatently exphasized the ovnflict dDetween the sgrarian
Soutn snd the ilndustrial North, shilon rosulted in blood shed
wnen the industrial "plutosracy™ of the North tried to foroce
1ts way of 1ire upon the Souti.® The philosophy of the North
was intolorant, orusading and standardizing, wrote Oesley, and
sz & result, "Juggernaut drove hie car mecross the South .

*Vernon L. Perricgton W
Sought (3 vols.; NHew York, 1967 ’ » Ve

®1pta., pp. xxiit, 3.

Sfrank L. Owsley, “The Wul Cuuse of the

Givil s=ri Bgooceatric Seootlionsllem,
, Vi@ (194l), 4-6.

‘Punk Le Cusley, "Ihe Irrepressible Conrlict,"
Twelve Southerners, i*l) Tpxe My Stand (New York, 155C), p. 91.



iv

Although in recent yoars many of tho sxtroxs
conglusions of toe PBesrd thsals Ravo Deon zomewnat modifiaed,
spd 0oncoanions have been mede In the direstlion of sdmitting
certain points of simlliarity betsesn North and South, many
npistorians continus Lo atresa Lhe elessnts of secticgal
“civergenoce® in the yearas proceding the Cfvil Wer.? Wrttors
gentinue to goneralize upon How fngland's "hetred of Southernera
and thelr institutions,” and often dosoribe this hatred &s so
Lntense that Sew Bngland would "do everyt:iing possidle to
destroy cumvy.‘s o South 1s still depicted az & “stsatis,
agrarien, dedtor seatlion,™ &= opposed to & Nortk which was 4
"synasle, ccmverctalized, industrialisfng, sreditor seotion™;
and thst Decause Of the presencs of these sonflicting ecomomic
tandonsios, thors existed » "profound snd irrepressidble elash
of material Lntaresta™ which would inovitsbly lead to ®ware
fare Detwoan the slave industrial syetem and the free industrisl
.neo-.'8 industrial capitslisn, "with the benners of
rightecusness, patriotism snd [rogress over its hised,™ marched

‘unnm Stampp, And the War Cems (Heton Kouge,
1“0). p. -

“ioy Mishols, Iue Piereptien of Amerissn Bemgs
oracy (New ‘lork, 1948}, P.

Scnavies W. Thompeon, T
(lwmpﬁu., l“.). ’0 25, &M -4
Sgctionsl Controversy, 1951-61 (mpol H111,




out to trivaph over the agrarisn idesls of the 30!9‘3.1

"Eourgeols acquicitivenons...was in the saddle., Democrasy,

like the rest of the hindmost, was left for the devil." Ip
short, to what Professor Cuarles GOrier Sellers has aptly

culied the “"myth of the Monolithlo Souta,” there has boen
udded nother xyth--that of the koloch of the North, & huge,
neshanioal autoaston, breathing fleme, end =oving inexoraedly
foresrd to devour the bapleas planters of the South.”

Ip reviowing the various soonomic interzretations
regarding the clash of economic interests and the role of
the Northern cepitalist &» the primeé mover, ono cannot zelp
but compare the swooping generalities regarding the pree
Civil Wor business man, with the actusl amount of factual
deta concerning his iafluesce in the histary of the pericd.
in recént yesrs the market Las Desn Tlooded with 200k titles
inGleating 4 widespread interest 1in almost every sspect of
the American bLusiness san. ULereditary influences, accial

*very Oraven, Tie fosressible Contlist. 145061
{Bston M‘. 1 9). PP .

3»@{ Oraven, Bemoorscy An Americsn Iife (Chtosge,
A941), pp. 1l=12.

3 harles Grier Sellers, "Wno ’.oro the Southemn
Aniget™ Asericsn Historioal Review, LIX (1854), 333-346.
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backgrounds, intsllestusl gqualificetions and psychodynesdic
motivations have all been statlstioally recorded, and have
grovided the bDackground for & pls Lhora of novels, plgys and
wotion ploturas dealing with the drssatic involvements of the
Azerican men of ousiness.d Amerlcan nistoriogrephy, too, hss
shown A remarkable trend toward ro=ovalusting end ro-
assesaing the contridutions of the aAmerican onmpumw.z
Lt 12 elmost 1mpossibile to recognize the oid "robber barons™
of iLds Terdell, xstthow Josepason sod iensy lemarest Lloyd in
Allen Nevina' treatment of John D. kockefeller, or in the
regently published study on the Sterndard CL) Conpgany of liow
Joruy.a

Vafortunately, howsver, very little of thip modern
tnterest in eoonoxio operations has beoen projected bask into
the pre=01lvil Bar periocd. The American busloess san 1s
apparently regarded by many historisna and mooisl solenkists
&3 & compsratively new jhendmandn whlch mede its sppearance

15, C. Porbves, eod.
uln York. 1946‘3

k Teusely sard Jou. 50
- = ? od’ «ortaoonxmo - .
: .’
Journal of Soododoxy., V (1949), 288-291; nazﬁu“'ﬁﬂm
TLea

and the business Elite,
Sconoale Sistory, IX (1349), 184-200.

Zhexter Porkine, "We amu Gledly Teseh ," Amarigen
Histortesl Review, wiil (1 f

957), 3048,
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after 1870, 4As & rosult, thie anto-bollum fndustrialist
eontinues to romsmin an obsowre [ligure, heif-nidden in the
mists and zhadows of history.

the field of business history, snd the mre resent
school of entreprensurlisl history, to be suré, have nade
outstanding sontributions to historical ksowledge, by
furnisbliong & wealth OF sourse materisl on the financisl and
industrial operatione of early Awericen businoss entorprises,
esspecially those of Now &ngland origin. %he FPepperell Company,
tho saltin ssclilne dorks, and the Seco~iowsll Suops are only
a féw of the many local ventures whoss histories have been

resorded by exosilent business historians.>

Such studies,
bowever, tend to foocua attentlon elmost execlusively upon the
finenslisal strusture and corporate oporaticns of the indivie
dusl somparnies involved, muke little atteapt ot historioal
interpretation, and fall to malyze the interpley of those
powertful scolal and polfiticel forces whick were an intsgral
part of the historloal baskground of the pre«~Cievil War
e conoEy .

It Lp in the hope of sontributing additicnal ine

2500 louis M. Hacker, review of GIBL and snowlton,
W_nm- in Die New York Times Book Revisw, Jmm. 27,
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aight regaxding the Mosciions of the American busfiness man
toward the coming Of e Civil War that the suthor has ahosen
to atudy one perticular group--the cotton textile manue
facturers of dessachusetts, as partiouiarly typified by the
Lawrence family. In order to more fully sppreciate the
infiwnce of thess =on upon the politiosl 1ife end inetitu-
tions of the United Ststes in tho years preceding the Civil
Wer, 4t will be mecessary to analyze not only thefr industrial
capaclitios and material productivity, but Lo re-assoss their
influenco wpon the soolety 1in shich they lived, and to
consider the Iloportant demsnds whiloh that sooletly made upon
thom.

In introducing the "colonial mind®™ to kis resders,
Vornon FParrington cautioned that “the Puritan and the
Yankee were the two halves of the New Englsnd wiole," snd
that to overlook or underestimate the contributions of
either "is grossly to smisinterprot the spirit and charaater
of primitive Now Hn;lund.'l With Ferrington's cbeervetion
in mind, then, this presont study is the atory of what
bappened, later in the history of the Day State, when the
Fupritan conscience collided hesd~on with the Yankee zenl for
profit-~shion the moral desire to uproot the evils of slavery
bad to be weighed asgainat the economic dezands for more
alave-grown gotton,

Yearrangton, Main Ouponts, 1, 3ed.



CHAPTER I
IORLS OF YuE LOOM

Ecaton hed always been noted for its gentlemen
of property snd stending. Officors of the Crown, young
English Dloods, prosperous colonisl merchants, conserva-
tive Federalist squires-~all these snd many others had been
& part of the long sristoarstic heritage that started with
Suropesan traditions &nd continued om into the post-reovos
lutionary years. There were, it is true, other towng of
the Comsonweslth wnere fortunos were evident and where
firat famllies were prominent, but Boston overshsadowed
them #ll.

And yeot, even toston hed never seen anything
1ike tse new arlatoorscy of wealtn which now charssterized
the fashionable soclioty of Beacon Hill sad set the occnomio
patterns of State Streot. During the early ysars of the
nineteenth century, old satadlished mercantils olasses,
grown rich on the profits of Europe and the Urient, hed
Dogun O Merge wilL wWhe manufacturers of cottan aloth.
Tne associstion produced an economio And soocial elite
w00 iafluence would be felt throughout the Commonweslth
end the nn.lea.l

1
Arthur B, Derls
Naggachugeties 36041808 (Wov Taven, TS05T, por T-8, 17-10.



ihe now munufacturing intereate had unexpectedly
omergod out of the disasters whloh confronted New cngland
during the lapoleonic struzzless. Thée mercsentile smpire
of theo say LIACe Lad Firat deen serioualy anaken by
Jelfforson's srippliing Sabarge in 1807; and ked then been
conpletsly devastated in the course of the der of 1812,
Coughit in the orossiirs OF sconoalo warfare, her anips
rotting at the dosks, her specie rapldly diminishing snd
Ler ontire economy crumbling, Now bngiand had been forcoed
to seok safety, not in wooden hulls, counting houses or
captaline' cabins~-but in crude factories. As an alterna=
tive to commercial oblivion, manufacturing seezmed a
practical solution, sinoe 1t would not only provide »
nesesssry ouslet for the surplus sapitsl of Boston, dut
vould als0 et oo incressing desands of the iaterior
sestions of the countyry whish were literally begeling for

the luxury of manufectured ;c»od-.8

douls 4. Sosrs, J
(burnas, 1927}, pp. 145-153;

Sears, ;&ﬁ?"}f‘% %ﬁr&' the lﬂenéu:i:?n:

‘b-uugz
(& vols.; A. B Y ork, ) * olited
an “‘. “‘.t. ). ‘V. ‘w-l‘.



The production of Asericen cotien goods had just
begun whon the ond of the War brought otiff forelgn
1 Englend
dusped her stockpiles of textiles on the world market as
poon 88 possidble, snd threatened to suffcoste the "infant"
industry. Dosperatoly the Northora manufacturer called
upon tho national government for protection; and in the
light of the enthusiastic national apirit which marked
the charactor of the Fourteeath Congress, there was evory

competition and unexpected domestioc Jealousies.

reason for the factory owner to oxpect that assiatance

would soon mxn.g

Toe nigh bopes for federsl assistance were soon
rudely ahsttored as the weaknesaos of the eventual
Tariff of 1516 disclosed to the haressed cotton msnu-
fagturere the existonoce of & more subtle enoxy at homg==
the shipping Linterests, At the very moment when the cotton
mon wore Jdemanding tariff and protection, Now England sea
captalins, serchants and traders were straining every nerve
and muscle %0 keep alive in 2 Doatilo world market., The

S ——

iysthan Appleton, latrodug
{iowell, 1858); Caroline Ware, E
(Raston, 1931).

m VIiI (1818), 338-9; James Ford
"Sos1al ons eial Cnanges," ui,
510+«11; Kobert O, Alvion,

(New York, 1959), pp. 60-1.




last thing they wanted was & natlonel program of restrietion
and control., Angrily they fought agslnst proteation, and
oveontuslly they sucoeseded in sodifying the tarifr propossls
of 1818 to the point shere they promised everything snd
ylelded nothing.®

And 80 the flght betwosn the merahant sd the
miller--the shearf versus tae walerfall--wis in full force,
with the cotson men getting the worst of it. Foreign
competition, high comwdity prices, phenomenal sotton
prices, discoursging production costs and high wages betweon
1510 and 1819 relsed the question e» Lo whether or not the
panufesturer could posslibly continue to onnu.s only the
Gisagtrous economic oresh of 181819 saved tho situstion.
dnon the brlitiah manufscturer scddenly rejoated the
fantastic Americsn cotton pricer and f{uported the less
exponaive Ssst indie product, Aserican cotton ceme orashiing
down from more than thirty cents 8 pound to less then

lmn'd bumood, sun Y £ & srale
ntd { Y =33
ausd (Caxdrl »
M). P 34' Satfional

. ; n -
Government , 1830-1861, gg_,___{a_:_,,, IV, 238,

3mom Ue Paulicner, “Zolitical Sistory of
Masaschusetts,” » PPe 76=7; George Dengerfield, Zre of
gaod Feelings | ork. 1968), pp. 170=9,



fourteon. Commodity pricea collspsed, and agricultural
staplos toppled as Baropesn harvests Llaproved and the
British corn laws weat into operation. The bottom had
fellon out of the market,sand & crippled economy plumme ted
to earts, splintered and broken.l

Anid the shamblos Of the sconomic dedecls, 1t
was the sspufseturer, ironically enough, who cmerged, not
only unscethed, but in betiter shape than before. As the
prices of cotton, foodstuffe, raw materials, wages and
rents fell, the prospect for the manufecturer looked m=mel
brightor. Now, for the first time, be could produce at a
profit ssd take advastege of the fallen market to handiecap
2 profite led to prosperity, sad
prosperity led o seif-confidence, as cotton msnufacturing
experlenced an unprecedented growth and development during
the early twenties, to the point where the cottom =en

his forelgn competition.

oould Now AssuNe &n Alr of relative indifference to the

3

tariff question.” Xow fsctories wore deing bullt svery

Rows TRIL o gy A
England imported 117, ] co rom the Orient

in 1817, and 227,300 bales in 1818.

2
Taussisg PP 24+5; Btanwood
. x.olmg.i&ﬂo ’

XX1I (1821), 39; Aos Lawre
‘ ‘,‘s‘. iﬁ : : Ye

Abbott Imonu. 19. uuxa Ko hu'onoo.




daey, and mill tomns were rising tarcughout the Bsy State,
a3 two distinotive industriel arcas graduslly took shape.

In the southern part of the State, the cotton
industry spread from the Frovidence-Fawtucket area up
along the Slsokstone Eiver and moved northesat into
Massschusotts, where it explolted the phenomensl water
powors of the Fall River. Throughout the twenties and
thirties the nusber Of mill towns multiplled, extending
along the various small rivers, identicsal with their rown
of workers' houses, the small wailer powsr alte, the factory,
and the over-present "big house on the hill™ shoere the
owner lived.® Uue charscteristlos of sultipliclity snd
decentrelization, typlosl of the juysicel sspects of the
souttern New England msnulfactaring aresa, were carried over
into the finanolal opersetions as woll., COwnerahly was
usuelly by individusl or by partnerships, with certain
prosinont families exerting consideradle influence. Capital
funds continued to be falrly limited, seldom extending
beyoed the original financing and re-invested small profits.”

Mnu'd c. lﬁr‘}.lnd A

(Sow York, 1949) W
M&u (fow ¥ ka. 1960). ppe 201-2.

30, 138 outuuo aver i-
tnuunoa at nom Em ki



Yo the north of Boston, however, industrial
operations developed in a muoh more highly organized and
centralized manner. The "loston Manufssturing Cospany”
at Walthas with which Francis O. lowell, Nathan Appleton
sod Fatrick Tracy Jackson hed bDoen sssoelated during the
war, hed proven so succesaful that the investors decided
to expand. In 1820 they decidsd that the splendid water
pover of the Pawtuaket ¥alls on the Merrismme Hiver, with
its thirty foot drop, would te ideslly suited for the
type of manufeotuwring tiey had in mind. soving quiokly
and quietly, the eaterprisers bought up the titles to
most of the water power sites and real satsate In the
looality, and on Iecember 1, 1821, formed themselves into
the "Merrimec Manufacturing Company™ with a capital stock
of six hundred onares. Fatrick 7. Jackson and Nathen
Appleton wore the principal stook-holders with 150 shares
apieco; shile 1850 shares were distributed to the Boston
Manufacturing Compeny. The wheols of & new plant degan
to roll on Septezber 1, 1623, turnlng out not only
increcsed sxounts of the reguler cloth and sheeting which
the fecllities of the Waltham plant eould not provides, but
also ssaufacturing fancy fabrice and printed calicves on &
scale nevor seen before In the United States.t

’ PPe 1?-86. At sco Nathan

Apph&on tnd Jom



The dominant charsoteristics of these "northera"
manufacturing developsents, even during the initial
decsde of their industrial developxent, were thelr
high dogree of csplital organization snd the corporate
structure of thelir adminlstrations. The original capitale
ization of the Lowell Mlls, for example, had alresdy
passed the million dollar mark, as incrossed amounts of
Boston capitsl began to seé tho possibilities in wideaing
the scope of their investmenta. Witk increased liability
sand the further complexity of managerial responsibility,
bowever, nelther partoerahips nor Joint-stook arrange~
moents were considered adeguate or safe, and 50 the
corporation rorms, sutborised Ly Btate charter, saso
into greater use., WNith this financisl system, not oanly
wore the liabilitlios of the asbarebolders thomselves
limited, but more important to the enteorprisers, much
larger amounts of capltal stook could be obtained through
the sale of corporate securities.t

S50 succesaful weroe the operations of the new
plantes, apd 80 repidly did the new industrisl locality
bulld up--~dus in Zrost pert o the orgmising geniues of
Froncis C. Lowell and his 1dess regarding & paternal mill
commnity-~that by 1524 the district wss incorporated into

win N.
-;.". ' . .)'A AR

=4

shabridge, LW4), ppe oot
ostimstes sapital investaw




& town which was nemed, appropriastely enough, "lowell.®
As the new town prospered end the Merrimse Manufacturing
Company paid out sncoursging dividernds (cme hundred
dollars & share in 18285), other companioes began to
spriog up. The Herrimsc Compeny whs selling lend and
whter rights to the Hamilton Aanufacturing Compeny &
early as 1825, and that coampeny started operations with a
capitalizstion of $600,000. By 1683 the Appleton Company
and the lowell CTompany had been incorporated. In 1830,
the Suffolk and Tremont ¥ills had seleoted sites along
the derrimsc, and by 1859 the Boptt Nills and the Massachusetts
Nills wore starting productiom.’

It was during this period that the Merrimac
Company gave reduced rates Lo two btrothers who had been
operating & most succesaful dry goods business in Ecaten,
but wiw now wished to expand into textile manufazturing.
Amos end Adtott lLawrence entered the fleld of industrial
enterprise Lfn 1830; and although Amos was forced to retire
from sctive Dusiness the following year because of a
recurrent illness, the foresight and acumen of nhila youngoer
brother, Adbbott, caumed the name of Lawrence to become as

1’01‘1‘1 Salton, W (Boston
1912), pp. 208-9; Appleton, ) PPe 25=9; Dodd,
Sorporations

,». m.
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well known ss that of Lowsll 1tself.’ Ams would booome
prominent 1o & veriety of oharitsdle and philsnthropio
works taroughout Massachusetts; Abbott would shortly gein
roknown &s & milliongire industrislist and Congressaan;
whils thelir oldest brother, Luther, would not oaly become
prosident of the Bank in Lowell, but be elected Kayor of
thet oity in 1838.2

las sovesent of the Lewrences from trade to
manufsoturing wés only one® exaspls of & significant
trsnafer of anlpping capital into eotton faotoriss by the
nid-1850"s. An incredsing number of ship owners, merchants,
izporters and exportors, exasperated by falling profits,
throw in thelr lot with the icwells, the Appletons, and the
lawrences. Using tholir atores as locsl outlots for thelr
own msaufsctured goods, the new investors found that they
oould use the profits from thelr commercisl enterprises

1
Lawrence e M7-9; Bamilton HL1) *g
%_A_b_%t_.‘t_l_‘m’( aton,’ga&ﬂ. pp. 23-8, Alloot.; A
0 private papers and correspondence of Abbott Lawrence
wore destroyed in the grest EBoston fire of 16%2.

2&1 fiméginative Jersan suthor wrote a fietionalized
acoount of the “"secrets” or Astott Lawrence's success. See
Hulps Anders, . €]

W (Berlin, . also Boaton ° 3,
» ftor & aritical review of the book by g0 Tickrey,.



to keepy the factories running, &ad oven pay thelr fasctory
workers in store goods when times wore slow.® With new
worlth relessed for additional investment, and the Ameriocan
aonsumer relying on & home industry, New Englend mmufacturing
received & greater impetus than ever before. ™his is not to
suggeat, of cournse, that ship-owners and wmill-owners
izzedistely put aside thelir differences of opinion on matters
of economie polliey. Shippers still wanted free trade, and
manufacturers contionued to bellieve in the prinmciples of
protection. But while these points of econtention continued
to exist, the bitterness and intenaity of feeling which hed
exinted prior to 1624 gradually disinished. The abip-
owners, for their pert, mcdified their opposition to the
nation's tariff polliey when they saw that their foreign
trade did not necessarily suffer. The mill-owners, on the
other hand, no longer fearing foreign competition now

that production costs and more efficient power machinery
pormitted them more influence in the domestiec market,

placed much leos omphasis on the fmportance of high
protective duties. They continued to favor & gonersl
national protective policy, but assumed an almsoat indifferent
sttitude on the suwdjleot of speoific rates and duties.

lhnh orbeas uua“. u.. %m;
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Nethen Appleton, the zanulscturer, expresssd the opinion
thet after 1825 the ootton industry would Bave been
nighly profitadle ®oven without protection at g1l." Omse
the power loom was introduced, he wrota, "a tariff wes of
1ittle or no uponmoo." Abbott lLawrenoce agresd with
nis collesague's sppraisal of the situation, and shen bLe
represented the State of kassacnusetts at the Harrisburg
Convention of 1827, called to formulate & tariff progrems,
Lawrence insiated that the cOtion men récomend that
Congross merely pass "edequate cuuu.'g As far as We
cotton men were concoransd, the crisis had deen pasased.
Aod 80, wikth thelr formorly divergent istereata
gradually =oving in the direction of a smore harmonious
relaticnshlp, the merchsnts, the shippers and the manu~
facturers of boston began to bulld = financial empire.
They still 4id not alway: asee syo~to-sye, but at least
by 1523 they were all looking in the same direction.
Additional capital and esagoer investars prodused 4 rash of

3‘»0;& lawrense Lo Axos lawrence, Feb. 2, 4, 8,
14, 1524, Amos lawrence Lotters, Mss, Massachiusetta
Historical Society {(horeafter cited as "X.H.8.%), I, 30;
Robert MNoans to Anos iasrence, Sept. 24, 1528, Ance
Lavrence FPepers, das, NJi.5,, Box 1.



now mllls and factories all over New Zoglund; and this
stoady ooncentration on msmufacturing resulted in the
pasnonenal growth of industrial cities and towns.
Established enterprises were expanding profitably, now
faotories were developing additional markots and sustomers,
and the manufscturing Lnterosta of Nassachusetts found
thet they hed built up a total capitel investment of some
12,000,000 by 1840, with every indioation that the figure
would go muah l\lshol'.l

Not zatisfied to rest on their economis lmurels,
however, e ootton men were constantly exploring every
opportunity for sdditionel inveatment. Whez & Dsniel
Sounders of indover suggested a new source of power on
the Merrimac, the Lawrences, the Lowolls, the iLymans,
together with Nathen Appleton and Fatrisk ¥. Jackson were
8004 Dusy duying wp the land, leying cut the sites and
drawing up the papers for & new company. e "Bssex
Company,” as 41t was called, was incorporated in 1848 with
& stock of = million dollars, and the new Ltown wis nsmed
"laxrences,” after the compeny's first president esd out-
standing stocknolder, Abbott Lawrence. FErsmching out from

1306 4. L. letters, M.K.S., I, 222 (1837), for

atatiotios on lowell manufectures and & 1list of msajor
faotories,.
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hore, Lawrence becamo president and principal stockholder
of the Atlentic Cotton Mills which were started in 1845;
and when the Peoific Mills ware incorporated in 1883, with
an original capitalization or two million dollars, its
prosident was aleo--Abbott Lawrence.t Al though other
individuals woere permitted to buy stook in the warious
sanufacturiog onterprises of Msssachiusetts as they were
eatablished during these middle yosrs, it 1z notlceabls
that few wers thken Into sotive partnership. OControl of
the expanding industry slways resained in the hands of e
Lawrencoe, the lowells, tho Appletons and their loswdiste
assoclates in Boston, &0 that before long, a small growp
Of some twelve or fiftesn Boston capitalists was

sotually coatrolling most of the great corporationa of the
State.?

As the interests of tho morchant and the manu-
facturer grew closer, the profits from both tho production
and the ssle of ocotton cloth Degen to mount. <Quite
naturally the interested parties began to look for chesper

——

8:gfn. &bbott lewrence, pp. 23-8; Walten, Textiles,

g o oy e g
Soe slao Vera ) r' of & Factory
Towni A Study of Ghicopee, Massachusetts,”™ Satth College
Studies 1p Histors, XX (1934), 36 £1.



and more efficient meana of transportstion bdetwesn the
sales and exchango oenter of Boaton and such Lnlend points
of market and production ss Lowell, Lawrence, Providencs,
Fall River, Warcester and Springfileld. It is not too
surprising, therefors, to find the amsmmufacturers intoresting
thomsolves in the prospects of railrosd transportation
during its formative years. In order to develop ral lroad
connecticas between Boston warehouses snd the cotton
factories, the leading textile manufacturers, in 1830,
voted §100,000 &5 s toaous to the Eoston and Lowell Raile
rou.l Abbott lawrence was one of the most sotive pro-
moters of various trunk lines snd continued to be &
1ibersl subsoriber to aush projested Sevelopmentsa aa the
Boston and Frovidence Line &2 well as the more elsborate
and daring undertaking of the great “sesters Rallroad"
which would go from Norcester to Albany.®

Mo technique of combining forelign trade with
domestio sanufscturing and overland transportationm, how-
ever, only added to the complexitien of the financial
probleze. The conversion of foreign currency, the expense

W. XLV (1861), 114~
130; M. » PO -

2 goston , Oct. 6, 10, 16, 1838; H1a1,
Abbott lawrence, pp» .
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and Lnconvenience of redeeming notes from the various
1004l banks, snd the general instebility of the Stete's
decentralized suwrrency situstion, served to convince the
economia lesders of the Comsonwealth that they must take
& nand., ‘Ine Suffolk Dank, therefore, wes the snswer--
eatablished in 16813 under the lesiarahip of the original
group Of Wallnam sanufaocturers, inoluding the Llowelle,
the Lewronces and the Appletons, closely followed by
sombers of Doston's oldest merchent faxilies, with John A.
Lowell and william iawrence serving on the Board of -
roctors. Hemmining slmost cospletely under the sur-
veillasce and control of the gsame closely imit group
wiloh was alresdy well on the way to controlling the
prominent features of the Massaohusetts economy, the
Surfolk Bank provided a financial stability that was
penericlisl to toth its investors and to the Stste. At
the samw time, by rigidly controlliing the extension of
erodit and the payment of spocle, the Suffolk was able to
suppress speculative losal banking and check expansion of
undesirable and less organized foras of economic enter-

9?!'0.1




With interlocking financial interests now
fusing the profits of mmnulecturing, transporting,
selling snd financing cotton textilss, the new aristocracy
of the Comonwsaltl comsanded bDoth ecoromic allegiance and
social acceptance. Like a grest magnet Boaton not oniy
displayed 1ts own glittering aristooraocy, but exerted a
powerful attraotion upon the various locsal societies
sosttered throughout the EBay State, graduslly drawing
thew into 1%s own orbit where they would de absorbed and
integrated with "Eoston's own.™ Hvery day new families
wore moving down from Salen and Sewduryport, fros
Worcesteor and New Bedford to diend thelr soclal and
esonomio fortunes with those of the Boston groups.
Nathan Appleton had come down from New Hampshire sa &
morobant to become &4 leader In the textile Industry.
The Lasrence brotaoers had moved in from Middlesex County
to sel up in the lumporting business bdefore they engaged
in manufscturing. The Lowells, already sssoclated with
such promisent mercantile families as the Cabots, the
Higginsons and the fussells, had now linked up with the
Jacksons through the marrlege of Francis C. lowell to
Patriok Trecy Jeckson's sister, Hansah. John Amory lowell's
son, Augustus, was married to Abbott Lawrence's daughter,
Katherine; and in 1842 Abbott'a nophow, Amcs Ada=zs Lawrenoce,
sarried Sarah Elizabeth Appleton, the nioce of Sathmn
Appleton. Thua the oycle wias complete. Not only were the

17



Lowelln, the Lawronces and the Applotona partnors in
indaatry and collosgues in business, tut nov had further
integrated thelir interests through the powerful agenoy of
kinship and mlgo.z

doving into Boston soolety, the nes manufacturer
was graduslly sccepted into the higher social echielons
with the older members of Sostun's mercantils aristoorssy.
By the 1830's the industrisilates were taking up residence
ia the fasnionsble red-brick houses in Loulsburg Square
and Mount Vernon Street, recelving their gueats in the
long hign-studded rodms which wore such & charscteristic
pert of bwok bay homes. imn 136 Abbott Lawrence moved
into the old Amory house &% number elight Park Street, to
be situsted, conveniently snough, rignt next door %o the
residsnce of his dsughter's father-in-lsw, kr. John Amory
Loweld 2

un Sundays, the ilawrence brvwthers would Join
with such prominent figure: &8s Nathan HEale, the noted
editor, Harrison Gray Otis, theo segnificont Federalist,

31-00 hwunoo to Abbott Lawrence, Septezber,
1852, A. .8.8. Box 1; Xonneth W. Porter,

B Saskesge a68 S Lada (2 vour®; Casbricas, TS} 1,
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Worlds (Hoston, 1946).

“Rovert M. lawrence, OM Fark Street and it
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apd various members of the Perkins famlly, on their way
to Unitariss servicen. derefully they would make their
way past "Erimstone Cormer" at the junction of Park and
Tremont Streeta, where one of thoe lstest ministers fiom
orthodox Ysle College would be upholding the traditions
of tue Bivie and the Irinity. FMinslly arriving &t the
Brattles Square Quuron of Boston, these Unitarisans coulid
sottle Dack in thelir pews and find a =ore rossonsble end
intellectual spprosch to Crristisn theology. This preo=
dominence of the lLawrence fesily ia Uniterian ciroles
led Ralph Waldo Emerson to csmustically describle the
Cnristisnity of the Brattle Square Churoh as "the best
diegenal line thist osn de drswn Detween Jesus Christ sxd
Avbott Lawrence."t

The rest of the weok was spont in a falirly
constant routine of work, conversation, soffee snd
comsating. Barly in the brisk mornings the Lusiness =en
walking down from their homes on Besoon Hill would nod
pleasantly to those wiho wore Just arriving from their
suburben dwellings in Brookline, Milton sad Newton.®

iawrence, , PPe 1848, Soe Edward B, Hale,

"Religious and Soois ges,” Comg, Hist,, IV, 254, snd
Dearling, Mespachusette. p. 28.




Firot they would go to thelr respective of fices to spond
wost of the morning preparing their correspondence,
surveying the latest financiel statements and lssuing
shatever instructions were necensary for the operstions

of the day, Adbout noon-time, the gentleman of bLusiness
and trede woula gatior up thelir hats, sticks snd gloves,
and make tuelr way to the ¥ "Coange® to disouss some

of the more inforsel (yet extremely lmportant) dspects

of economlo enterprise with thelr relatives and cuoohuo.l
This mid-day walk took them to the "old™ State House on
the corner of State Stroet ant Weshington, where the
conter of attraoction was the famous "Topitiff News Room"
on the first floor overlooking State Street, s combina-
tion clud and resding-room for Boston's leading mershants
6nd business men. Anything snd everything pertaining to
thelir interests waz svallablo--newspapers and poriodicals
from all over the world, listings of the ontrances and
clearances of vessels from overy port, snd inforaation
bulletine frox forelgn sorrespondents. < Hore, during

the noom mours, the Dusinese oilte would Afscuss mattors

7. L. Nienols, Zopty Yours of Ameriomn Life, 1&2l-
m (h' Ym. 1”7)’ PP -

21n 3842 oplArr's News LHoom was moved Lo the new
Herchants Exchange Sullding which was erocted on Stiate
Streots Seo ¥orleon, History, ppe 239-40,
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of mutusl fnterest, uatil it was tise for them to return
home. Back up the HLll, or out into tie “oountry® they
would go for dinner, which would be served st tuo or three
o'clock, followod Dy recreation or exsrcise., In tho warser
woRthor, riding and nuntiag wore favorite pestises, wuile
in the winter, sleighing and skating were delightful ways
of pasaing the afterncons, as the office staffs, dack in
Boaton, carried on the details of the business,.*

As the factory osnor assumed posliticns of greater
economric lmportance and soclel prominence, it wes inevitable
that be nhould begin to desire a corresponding asount of
political power. Tne First significant atap came in the
Congressional eleations of 1830, shion Nathan Appleton,

e woll-knows manufasturer and protectionist, cCefeated

Henry Lee, meranast ssd free-trader.” From this point
on, protection took precedence over freo-trade, and the

Yankoe asoulscsturers proceedec Lo move into positions
of political power. Utilizing the resourcss of s strong
Hational Bepuolicen Farty, the conservative elements of

toe Day State saw thelr interssts being sponsored at

m 60-6%‘.1{- 2:3““;!"0

(&.t“. 1%). p’. ‘40

*arling, dasseshusetts, p. 12.
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hose and in the nation's eapital by an isposicg array of
talont. With the State sdminisiration headed by such =en
&3 the popular lovl iinccln, and later, the handsone,
pollated odward averett, reputed %o te tho wealthifest man
in Boston, kscsachusottis wes bound to follow the "pight®
psth. “ionest John"™ Lavie representsd the protectioniat
polnt of view in the Unitad States Senkts, consisztently
supporting the position of Senator Sanisl webster, to shion
Natnan Appleton snd Abbott Lawrenos nad s0ld shares in
Cuely corporations and for shom theto zentlemen would
later lead subsoriptions of HI00,000, in order %0 malntain
the remowned orstor in publio life. Appleton, slresdy
in the Houss Of Legresentetives, was Jolned by his fellowe
panufasturer in 1034, whon Lawrence was olocoted sa
fepresentative from Masssonusetts, 1
With 30 sany representatives of industry,
copital and pDrotection moving into such key positions of
politioal power, At lsasll wonder that the bLusiness
interests of dassachusetts could feel certein that Lefore
long tne politiasl ataosgheres would reflect st zams

ptablliity and order wiiol alreoady ansracterized

‘:un‘ ADDOtt lLawrence, pp. LO6-8; Faulkner,
Pusssschusetts ,” Comm. sist., iV, 230,




the economios snd soclely of the State. Maay, certelnly,
would agree with the worda of A=os lLawrenoo to his son,
vho was Just ontering Harvard College, as he wrote
complacently: "Our locsl affalrs sre very delightful in
this state and oity. ®eo have no violent political
snimosities; and the prosperity of the people i very
grut."'

Political affairs, however, were to prove say-
ting but "delightrul" as the age of Jasksonisn demooracy
began Lo ralse distuwrbing 1dess at Doth the nationsl and
state levels, In local politics, mew partioes were
slroady popping up slsost overywhere. A rioh drugglet
by the name of Lavid Henshaw (who had mever bLeon sccepted
fato Boston's social elite) had nelped form & Jaekson
party An saspachusetts made uwp of rurel and urbas demoarsts,
snd imcluding & number of s0-241led "silk-stooking demo=
crats® who reproesented those dlo-hard shippers who still
rofused to make posocs with the aunufecturers. Although
the Republiocans succeeded in preventing there Jackson men
from gaining coatrol of the Eay State, the politieal

x&-oo Lawrenos %o Amce A. lawrence, Jan. 18,
1831, lawrenco, Diary, pp. 103=104. See sulso Appleton,

Disriss, P+ 38.
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probles beonne more Aifficult when federal potronage
passed into the nends of the locsl Lemotrste aftser "Uld
Elokory's" election in 1608, 1

in 1828, 0o, & tuird perty csme into existence,
known s the "antimssons,® wbo by 1830 hed elected turee
State senstors and & acore of houso momiers. A polyzlot
group, made up of former rederslists, dissotisflied
nepublicans sl unrewsrded lemoorsts, the Antimason
party became extremely popular for s time, reprosenting
all tzinge 0 611 men. Partloviarly disturbing wés the
tendenty of tnis new group to ebaorb eloments of exifsting
periies by scabining appeals for protostion snd internal
lmprovements with demends for reform &nd "genarsli welfare"
leglelstion. Sagerly snd confildeatly the Antisssons were
looking forward to the olecztions of 1833 &g & true test
of tieir power.®

As 1 tae political picture in the Bay Stete
wore not sulfficlently oconfuslng, & fowin politiaosl

egulkner, "Massschusetts,” %m, v,
79-80, end Lariing, dmgsachusotls, pp. .

2. . -
. » BL=9; Fuulimer, “Massaonusetis
some, 8gat.5 11, o103, ' '




purty now put in its sppearance-~-the Workingmen's party.
Although it did isolude suwon "workingmen™ ss mechanies,
masons, shlp ceulkers snd urban laborers, the new party
drew Lts ciiel supporters primarily from the agriocultwral
prolatarist of the rurel districts stio had declded to
put thelr bostility to the "idlo oity rieh™ and the

"acommilators® of wealth into politlcsl form. Amos
Lawrence wis furious at this development. "#o are

literally sll working =en," he wrote to hts son; "and
the attompt to get up ¢ "Working-Nen's Party' 1» & lidel
upon the whole population, &3 it L1zplles that thero are
among us large numbers who Are not working meni®’
Uodaunted by suah oriticlam, the Workingmen's
party, too, was looking forward to the elections of 1533
with szush sathusissm, encoursged by its repid success in
the inland towns of the western counties apd in the sea«
port toswns of the ount..a
e elentlions of 1835, then, produced not only
four political partlies, dbut a flurry of excitemsnt and
campalgn oratory the like of whiol had not been seen in

xA-oc Lawrenoce to Amoe A. Lawrense, Jsa, 16,
1631, Lawronce, 2iary, pr. 303-4.

8aoaton Fost, Bept. 7, Oot. 9, 10JR,.




Nassrohusetis for many years. Asd the results were as
oxciting eas the prelixinariss! The Oudernatorisl rsce ended
in & deadlook. Lavis, the Antimsson ocandidats, received the
largest nuaber of votes, but falled to get & majority. Ne wm
followed by Johnn walney Adass, Kepublisan, with darous Morten,
tho perennial Jackszon candidate, in third plsce. It was
Aduse, now, who nheld tho balense of power, sad he msde up
nls =mind, with calm deliberation, as éveryons watched and
Waited. ASter ounsulting witii Levis, Adans publizly
withdrow from the race in favor of the Aatismeon=--Jackeon
vas not golng to get the beneflt of pls votoll

his virtual merger of the Hepublisans with the
Antizgsons (they now degan to call themselves “dhigs,®
bochuse of theoir opposition to “Aing Asdrow™) caused tie
latter party to raplidly lose 1ts distingulesning charecter-
Lstics; and Lt graduslly cessod tO Do & possible threst
to the estadblisbed community of the Uay State. e yosar
1833 also marked the decline of the dorkingmen's party as
A soparate political sovoment, &s the losses sustained in
the electioas convinced mmny of tho lesding mexbors thst
suoooss lay in combining with the naticaal party of Acdrew
Jacluon.z Bafore long, then, a Jarge nusber were filing

"hun:m'. Tdossecsnusette,” Coms, Mist., LV, 84;
Darling, Massechusstis, pp. L15-116.

Zposton Post, Oot. 20, 1838.



into we ranks of the Dewooratic Ferty, leavizng the
"inigs” bpolding the locml field.t

e only other dark olowd on the politissl
norizen during the thirties, was the sanoying issue
of the Eank. When Jackson lasued his famous Veto
Mososge An the summer of 1852, refusing %o agree to a
ro=chartering of the Jecond Naticnal Baak, Boston
soclety had reacted in slerm.®  Noe that the closing
of the Benk iteolfl caused wndue panic. Doston Dusiness
tad long ago taken thio precaution of creating {ts omn
private Danking systen which, Ly thls time, controlled
as wuch cépital as Ar. Biddle's Bank, and whiich wae
sotually & financiel rivel of the national banking
system. Indeed, Fathan Appleton, the Lawreénces, and
other leading toston Dusinesamen nad bean tryiog to get
Nicholas Elddle to =odify his stend on the Eank 1sszue.
For a long time nany Bay State bdusinoss leandors Lnd bteon
convineed thet Biddle was deliberately manipulsting
finonces &s & acunterattack against Jeckson.® 1In 1834 »

"Jud;o Honry Adams Bullerd to Amos lasrence,
“0- ‘. ;m' ‘. LO Gt.l'., .0“0&.’ lxlo
gtbbozz lawronce to Amos Lawrence, Jume 2, 6, ©,
July 2, 1832, A. & Pepors, W.H.S., bBox 1,

Sposton Sourisr, Mareh 30, 1837. Also see A. L.
Latters, M.ES., » & langthy eppreissl of the
Jaokoonim sconopic program, written by Abbott Lawrence,
I.l‘dl ”. w.
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in hopes of putting sn end to this dungercus feud, Nathan
Apploton hoaded & ocommdttes of Doeoton floanciers wiio Jjoined
with & simtiler New York group to demand that BEiddle ocesse
Lie capriclous policy shich wée playing havoo with their
fimencisl crodits.’

390, 1t was not the monetary situstion Ltself
which disturbed Eoston's men of property=-it was the
apprenension that Jackeson's widely pudlicized Veto wus
only the initisl step In &n all-out atiack on property
and position, a preolude to olass warfare. "Ihis i3 tie
mont wholly pradicsl and basely Jeaultioal document that
over omanated from sny sdministration, in say country,"
protested the conservative Dally Atlas, deploring the
pudblic stand of the Fresident. "It falsely and wickedly
allegos that the rlok and powerful throughout e country
are wiging & war of oppression sgainst the poor and the
wotk. oo o**

Undoubtedly, many Hontonians experienced the
S48 apprebonsions es the oynicel Wnig who felt that
Jackson would sventuslly suppress sll banke, destroy all

l\pphton, ot al,, to Merd of Direotors of the

United Statss Branch Bank st Boszon (draft), June 21, 1534.
Also see Appleton to Bicholss Biddle (draft], July, 1834,
‘DPI.%OD h”". “an, NS,

2poston Dally Atlss, July 17, 19, 21, 1832.



paper currency, and return to the "barter of the patrisrchal

.'x it woa more on o besle of priveiple, then, rether

age
thsn enthasiass for the bank or regard for 5iddle, whish
lod Boston Dusiness leadérs Lo support the SDank sgalnst
Jackacon's doterzmination to destroy it.

e repercussions of the Bank fight, however,
proved more disastrous than even New England had antici-
pated. With Jeckson wilthdrawing public depoeits, anc with
Biddle ocontreaocting snd expanding oredit almost at will,
the financial situation throughout the Sountry beca=e
alsrmingly unstable. As the Governsent money now in
"pot banks® wae put into fabulous land speculations and
expansive internal Lmprovements, scarclty of funds saused
& new orop of vanks to sppear. Largoer 1ssues of paper
BODOY came pouring owt, prices spiraled upward and oredit
was stretched %o the breaking polnt, The business
community watched in horror snd held its breath.f Tnen
come the crash.

Hardly haed the portly Hartin Ven Buren carefully
sosted hinselfl in the Preosidential chsir in 1537 shien the

‘Darling, Massssnumetts, p. M43,

®Amos Lawrence to nis sistor, Marcz 16, 18385,
Lawrence, mﬂ’ « 130, Seo Also Sly, "Massachusetts,"
Somm. Hist,, 1V, <89,




financial crssh precipitated the worst depression the
nation Lad ever seons. Sanks everyshere suspendsd
peymonts, the wost lmportunt mills in lowell were
praculcally closed, nesrly hslf the spindles of
desascuvsotte coksod opereticns, sad sosrcely & manu-
fecturer in the boot and shoo induatry oscaped barkruptoy.
Alzoot wnable to believe his eyes, Amocs Lawrence celled
it “the wost violeat pocuniary reviloion that hos Seen
anticipsted for mors then & yoar," and said 1t wes “"zore
govere than our worst fears.”™ lassadiusetts busisess
hold on tight, trimmed ita financial s&ils, snd rode out
the frightening storsm. Special scrip was lssued by the
State of Mapsschusetts during the orisia and cozmmnded
nigher prices in losns oversess than sy other State in
e Unione Ower a million dollars in Stato bonds were
izsued and the prooseds appropristed to rellrosd

cons truction il through the Sosmonwealth, Oraduslly
Hossachusetts Danks began to rosume specie payment on =
lizmited basic as the axount of specie om deposit in the

veults started to slowly tnorease.”

lhmnoo. s Do 14l. See also James Means
to A:oo lawrence, day 15, 1837, A. L. Papers, H.H.5.,
box le

®pariing, Kasnagtusetts, pp. 203-204, 236-7.



Unexpectedly, however, it was the Jackson party
and its asgociates who suffered somo of the worst offecta
of tawe finsncisl panic in Massachusetts. The officer: of
o lovsl "pet" benk, the Comsonwealtlh Benk, had, like
80 many others, engaged in lsnd speculations which
involved the Lank funds. Py the fall of 1837, the first
director died, personslly bankrupt, the second director
was found to be §80,000 in dedt to the Senk, and the Bank
Ltaolf was falling to pleces. With almont dramatio
irony, the Mhigs themselves wore able to supply the coup
do grice=-sten tie Comsonwealth Dank spplled to the
Suffolk Bank for finamlal assistance. The Sulffolk
rofused: Tne Comsonweslth was foreed to slose
Januery 11, 1838, saod drought down witn £& such affiliated
sorperations an the Comsonweslth Insurenoes Compeny and
tne ¥arren Associstion, wnose funds nad been invested In
tie Bank.

lelighted beyond words, the local Wnige swarmed
all over the Jacksonians--directing thelir anarpest
attacks at David Henshaw, local Mmmocratic mansger, who
hed deé¢n & leading figure in the defunct Jank ang the
bankrupt corporstions. Down in Washington, Dm lel Webater
was thundering for a special investigation by the Secretary

‘Carling, Mssaqnusstta, pp. 224-6.
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of the Tressury and demaxding s report to Congress. Back
nome , the Xassachusetts énhigs continuea to torment the
Demoorats with the responsibdility for dsusing bank
failures sand business depression. Hit from every side, the
Jaokaon men Ald NOL nAVe & shancé, and in the eleotions
of 1857, Edward Everett best Marcus Hortom by nesrly five
to :nr«.l Daring tne entire period of over twenty years,
from 1828 w 1950, the Jeckson Domoarats canpeigned
succesafully only teice. Marcus 4orton took the Governor-
ship fn 1830, but nad both Houseo sgainet nim. In 1842,
dorton woa the post s second timo, and had the support
of the Senate--but wap oustod the following yeoar by
George N. Jibbe, the conservative Whig ocandidate, sho
neis office for the next seven years.2

Boston business men settled dack to review their
position by the olose of the 180 's--ant found 1t good.,
In spite of the Jeslous pretonsions of silk-stocking
Demoorsats, the cospetitive amblitions of Antimesons, the
levolling tactics of Workingmen, and the absurd theories
of Jackmonlan Lemdoracy, wWie zen of wealtn and iaflsence

secozed to be soated more firmily in power than sver before.

lgoston Deily Atlss, ¥ov. 17, 1830,
3Pau1knor, "Massamchusetts,® Comp. tHist,, IV, 688



®Tue result of the olection in HWasssoliugebtis 13 & mattoer
of devout and grateful feslings to every good citizen,"
wroto amos lawrence gravely) and there were many "goca"

eltizens who would sgree with his.!

Everytaling, once
4gsin, soemed to Do nor=sl, orderly and quiet.

Qulot, thaet Lo, if one chose W fguore the
outbursts of thet medman up st <erchants’ Eall, Willlan
Moyd Jarrison, sad hls ridisulous sttacks against

slaveryl

lasoa lewrense to Jonethan Sheapman , Novembver [/
1844, Lawrense, Uiary, p. 182, ~ ”



CHAFTEN II
BROADCLOTIH AND CQITOoX

Eis Honor, Harrison Urey Otis, Mayor of the City
of Boston, 4Ald not understand Lt at all. On Nhis desk
wore oxplosive lettars from the Governor of Virginis and
thoe Governce of Georgis, demanding that he take action
against some "incendiery™ newspeper, published in Boston,
that was deing olrculsated smomg the plantations, insiting
the black people to riot and revolt. Kst Turner's
wbortive uprlsing in August, 1831, kad recently struck
torror into the heart of the entire South, and sany
Soutliern leaders were now bLlaxing this Tlery sheet,
tho idbergtor, for inciting the Negro rebellion.
Although Turmer and his associates denied ever having
seen the paper, the South domanded an ond to such oute
regecus publicetions. OSenator Hayne had Just sent &
blistering lotter insiating uwon sotion sgainst the
editor, and the National Intelligenser evesn now waa
publioly inquiring of “ihe worthy mayor of the City of
Bonton™ whether any lew could ve found to prevent pudblica~-
tion of sush "disbolical pcpm."1

180.».1 Bilot ¥orison, The
'.J A . reC t i
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Mayor Utis was at a complete loss. Although the
Liverator bad boen making 1te appesrance for almoot & yomr
now, he hed never heard of it--nor had any of his friends
or aoqualintances. OLvicusly, Bowever, this was & matter
th&t must e looked inteo; and g0 the Mayor ordered an
fnveostigation of e of fending publication. In doe tise
Eis Honor was informed that the paper called the Liberator
was oditod By a man named Jerrison, whose office was
nothing but sn "ocbscure hole,” whose only "visidle
auxiliary" was a ¥ogro oy, and whose supporters wero only
a fow "insignificent porsons of all solors.*>

Ctis breathed a sigh of rellef--only & texmpest
in & teapot=«~and sat down to ssswre his friends in the
South thet this wla tunate incident was of no con-
soquence. This new "fanatioism,” he wrote, had no
influonce whatacever among persong of conssquencs in the
Bay State. "Nor was it likely," he emphesized, "to make
proselytes among the respectable classes of our people.”

"In tols, nowever," sighed & bewildersd Hurrison
Gray Jtis, some yoears later, in & mssterpiece of under-
statesent, “I was aintakon."”

1&1‘1'0!. m' II, 2.1-2.

@i, pe 202,
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Just bow mistaken he had been, even Utis hime-
so0lf would never know. This "obsoure™ 1ittls paper and
its "ranatio¥ oditor wore destined to completely revolution=
izo the whnole process of the anti-slavery movement in the
United States, and tesar spart what has deon signifissntly
oalled the "great conapirmey of sflence.”

There nad deen anti-slavery agitation long
before Aserics ned ever heard of William Lloys Garrison;
but for the moet part the spprosch had been rational, the
tochnique gentlemanly, and the demands aoderats and
gradusl.

Purthermore, plans and programs did not seem to
satter very sueh durlng the 1820%, with lasuer like the
Sank, Nullificstion, the tariff, party battles and
Nentern landa occoupying the center of the national stage.
o could dDlaze Mayor Otis for underestimating the offorta
of Williem Lloyd Cerrison? The editur himsolf complained
that he found “"contempt more bitter, opposition more
sotive, detrastion more relentless, prejudice more
stubborn, and apathy more frozen® in New Bngland, even
more "than among slave owners themsslves." The early
Assuea of his papers caused hardly & ripple upon the
saooth aurfece of Boston. “"Susploton sad apethy,” mosned
Garrison, were the reactions to his Liberator, as the
rent became hardoer %o meet osch day. 3IHven when apathy




gave way to curioslty, and boston Old degln to take
notice, the results were anything but oncouraging.

Looket upon generally as sgitaiore, eranks snd "gueers,”
Abolitionists wore not socielly acseptsble in any respecta-
blo sirole.?

Gerrison seomed 0 Wurlve on opposition, however.
wlth tioe lmperturdability of & saint, the self-sssursnce of
& Lartyr, ad the vooabulary of a devil, Oarrison siruck
Dack, blow for olow, grefually gathering o azsll dend of
follovers about him. Zncoursaged ovesn by thls mwegor
fndication of support, Garrlson entiusissticaliy proposed
the formation of some sort of organization in order to
rorzulate pollisy sad galn new adusrents. Ey the cpening
of the yoar 1832, the Feow inglsnd Antislavery Soslety had
been formed, &3 the Abolitlonist organized hia crusade
for lsmsediate and unconditional ometp‘uoa.z

Up to now, conservative Uostonians oould leugn
at Oarrison, snoer st nls nowspaper, and ocstraclze those
who asw it %o follow tihie movesent. Hut by the nide
thirties, lulnge hed doveloped to the point where the

b

&;%p%g 504 1, Jan. 1, 1831; sendell Millips
Gcrr:aon and rranc n’&{hgr’: Ouuu;n. {1 am Llo

-~ AR : o . ) ! |

NOBOFt C. Binthprop To HeTian ADloTORn, FeD. B, 1647, HODEPrT C.
dinthrop Fapera, Mas, W.id.3.;, AXVL, 115,

20.:‘?2.0&. Life, I, 277=9.



Abolitionists siuply ocould not be sooffed out of exiatenco=-
2LIORgAr moszures Were Docesssry. Eoston business wen In
genoral--and cotton manulsoturers like tho Lasronces in
partisular--wers outraged by what they considered to bes an
irrelovant isaue, dragged in by the heels, shiich might
upset the peace snd theo prosperity of the Jomssrwealih.
Eoston's men of property and stending had thelir own ideas
regerding the perplexing problem of slavery and its
ovontual solutlon==but they did not include the fanatical
propoasla of Garriscn. If & Coristian gentleasn folt the
noed of putting nis =orsl opposition to slavery into some
tangibls foram, the “(olonizetion™ plan proposed dy the
dmorisan Golonlzetlion Soclely offered an attractive
solutionet e opportunity to donate sufficient funds to
send degross off to Africa made it possible for = gentle -
man to assiast the individual Negro, without invelving
himself in an unssvory controversy regsrding the nature

of the institution iteself. "I have never countemanced
these abolitlon movements,” 0ld Anos Lawrence wrote to a
friend Lin South Caroline, assuring him thet the Aboliticnists
did not represent the viewa of tho genoril commmity. FHe
did go on to explain, however, that he hed often “lent a
hand® {n the Colonization smuvesent, which he wes convinced
would "make & greater cbange in the condition of the

iposton Paily Atles, Ues. 23, 1805,



bloska than any ovent since the Suristian »M.‘1 "Lverta,

he told alliott Cresson of Miladelphis, "now promizes %0
be to the black man whst New England has boen to the
Pllgrime, and fennaylvania %o the Priends "

lawronce's gon, Amos A. lawrence, %o, expressed
a slmilur intereat in the Liderlen oxperimont, Loth in hile
capacity ar trusteo and dlirector of the Eplscopal Mle=sion
in Afvice, snd &8 & personsl sudseriber to the Colonica~
tion program. un one cocésion young iewrence donated s
tnousand Gollars to the cmuse, fros "a young serciant®
to wateh his father added anothor thousarnd, from “an old
merchant®; and both were constantly called upon for private
sasistance to some worthy Xegro individusl or faxiily
seeking to galnm mma.a

Aany othior promiment olitliens of the Hay Stute
worked with the Lawrences in trylng o galn acceptance
for wie Solonlzatlon poogras. Meyor Harriesonm Orgy Otis,

llawrence, Diary, pp. 317-13,

8h-rn wawrence to Elliott Cresson, June 12, 1851,
Avid,, pp. 200-300.

s Alsc goo awronce,
So=4; Jo L. 8 L0 Andp Lawronce, {,. 1.0
1846, A, L. letters, X.H.5., VIiI, 83, €1; &ophon ?tl.rhmh
to Amos A. Lawrenge, June 10, 1851, A. A. L. lotters,
‘.““0. u. ‘10
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himeelf wis a heavy izvestor in cotton msnufacturiag. Be
hed purchssed a majority interest (about §100,000) 4in
the Tsunton Munufecturing Company, and held sdditional
DLlocks Of atock in at loast Dalr & dozen other large manue

fecturing aorpor.t.iont.l

ariting to his friend, Hathan
Appleton e mEnulscturer who wea then sorving in the

House of Hepresentailves, Otis plesded for & progras of
Federsl cclonization. He favored & plan which would dAfvide
aAn annual appropriation among the various plantation
states, snd would tusn be used by each of the ststes "in
its own oode™ for colemization. Suoh sn arragesent would,
argued Otis, out the ground away from the viclent demands

aof the Lbouuoetouog Nplting to Danlel Wedater in the
Sonste, the Mayor of Boston repested his projosals, and
edded ominously: "there will be no pesce Or seourity for
us untill /31g7 you buy up the Virginis negroes and gend
KLOm Offeses™

The Abclitioniats, however, wore Quick to
condesm what Gerrigon sneeringly laboled “thaet popular

diorison, Oris, II, 281-3.

2101d., pp. 288-9.

3
ppe 205-€. Also see Booton %*gg
Feb. 18, lgé%‘fw an sppeal for & national colon ution
program, written by Utls under pseudony= of "Suggestor .
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but pernicious doctrine of gradusl sbolition,” &nd went
out of thelr way to attack the polliay of colonizsation
which was imown to have the sctive support of proxminent
Bostontans., Cusrging the Americsn Colonization Soclety
with being & secret agency for slaveholders, Jarrison
claimed that 1t wes "solemnly pledged not to interferse
wits o systom uafathomly deep in pollution,” nouriashed
on "feur and selfiechness,” and encrusted with "ocorroding
ovil.*d
Sericously disturbed sbout the unsettling sffects
wnlch the Abolitioniet movement was heving &t home, the
Northern cotton interests began 0 Le genulnely slarmed
ouncerning the peeaible repercussions wiioch Cerrison
and nis followers would have on the slaveholding South.
Alroady thero were dengerous signs from the South ss
outraged pilanters tureatened serious economic sanctions
unless the Northerpors put an end to too abolitionist
sgitation. "ibe people of the North must go hanging
these fanatical wretcres i they would not lose the
benefit of Southern trade,” threstened the Rlchmond Whnig;

i3, org Sarrince; Dl ga. Ao
m(ﬁuwu, 18%2), passim. o aiso son,
» »

Si4.



whille the prominont editor, James Ueios began Lo gonjure

up the seful pioture of grass growing in the streets of
aroudny.l inarning of an oulburst of pro-Abollitionist
sentixment smong thue workers in the Iowell Wills, the
Soutuorn press flow Lnto s reage. lasenting the fsct hat
Asolitionian Had mede such Inrosds Iinto the working cissa,
& boyoott was proposed which would oause iowell to “withor
or be farosd 1o expel the Abolitfcnists.®® Golonel William
Sparke, a prominent udsiens plaster hastenod o warn

Asos lewrence of tine lstest sentiments below the Kason-
Dixon ilne. "nere 1s much excitsment in the whole South
upon the subjeat of Abolition,® Le wrote, "and I fear

the very worst for tae prosperity of the Country...."

Thon, as L7 to edd to the urgency of his sppoal, the
plantoer included a thinly velled warning: "“There will ve
strong moasures teken in this state during the winter,

some mtiloh 1 can not now mention but which will bo aiarming
Lo the pedcple of the North...and L fear tne late fowell
affeir will céuse some rosclutions which will be acted on

alimod st nor nmu.!‘wt.uz-n."3

Msiowts Commorc sviow, XXIX (L880), 318;
Fuilip Poner, Dusiness and dnapel Hill, 1061). e 43
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Willlam Sparks to Axos Llawmyrense, Ogt, 17, 16836,

Ae L. lottors, M.duS., IV, 4Aleso 200 oonld Gnrruon vvwa.
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Boaton mAnufsoturing and shipping lnterests sought
some way out of thls frightening situation:. The business~
mon of Ksssachusetts were now Ilnextricabdbly bound up with
the fortunes of tne Cotton Kingdom=-and the South knew 1t.
The maAnufesturing, thée [lanancing &nd the transportation of
gotten had become swali an integral part of the industrial
and financial 1life of the Now Englsud area, that it was
considered nothing short of osonomis suiside to tamper
with the mutually sadventageous arrangements.

Nithin tea ye&rs arter the appesrance of =11
Wnitoey's famed “sotton gin® the cotton srop of the Scuth
ned quadrupled iftaelf, With the wvast suliivation of the
tnoxpensive and hardy “upland™ or ahortestaple cotton
(superseding the mors expensive "ssa-1sland™ or long-
ataple cotton), produotion grew at phenomennl retes.
Sprewling sniite flelds Iin the Sculh grew larger and
larger oaoh yoar, Xooping pace with the Lnoressing cdemsnds
of British machines and Amgrican futorin.l

As the world's first groot Industrial power,

Lt was Obviows thst Groat Hritaln would sbeord by far the

loavid Sohn, T
(New York, 1958}, Ppe

(Now Haven, 1920), pp 85-63 Anry cnm e Wonl o2
M (Sow York, 1842), pp. 94-117,
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larger part of the South's vsluable ocutput during the early

part af the nineteanth unmr’.l'

Craduslly, howsver, the
flurry product found its way into the expanding mills and
factories of the North. With cotton aspindles inirensing
from one million to over two aillion Detween 18350-1840,
dmerican faztories wore s00n using over one hundred =illion
pounds of Southern sottom.® by 1830 the industrial North
had besome wedded, not oaly to the Sguth's produstion of
gotton, but to the Linatitution of slave labor which made
such valusbls production possible. Northern factories
deponded upon o steady flow of cotton wpon which o bare
tholr profits. Northern bankers who grew rich by exteading
Iiberal (dut rlaky) oredit to Southern planters againet
next year's orop, Insisted on g0od relstiona and a stabdble
ommoqy.3 Northern soippers looked forward segerly to
incresaing cotton production as one of America's chlef
1toma of export. In 16821 cotton wes already America's

loading export, constituting over thirty-five per cont of

lxa 1825, the U. 3, ralsed tires=quarters of the

288,000,000 unds of cotton imported Britein, Jesnnette
Xirsky lan Nevins, rld of {Now York,

1933’ s P 910

2&»0 A. Lawrence estimgted the amount of cotton
consumed by Now Ahsluﬁ slone, in 1350, st 150,000,000
pounds. Amos A, lawroence to H, J, Bard, Feb. 10, 1851.
A. As Lo h‘“r“o&. U.H.S.. 1 2“

®Slement Baton, History of e 014 Souty (New York,
1“9). PP 00 ~"7.




the total; by 1850 Southern cotton would sgoount for
noarly sixty per cest of total exporte--s major factor in
the comaideration of dorthern shipping interests. Yankee
shipping not only looked to the busy looms of Lawrenos and
Lowell for ope of Lts waluable export commodities, dut
depended upon the raw cotton fro=m the South to provide the

most ilmportsnt smedium of the Massachusotts carrying trede.t

Tre growth of the cotion manufsoturing industry
in Msspuschusetts had brought tne Iinfluential busineoss and
comuercial classes of Now inglend into cloce relationship
with the powerful sottoneraising, slave-owning clans of
the Southis. The result was that the economic intareste of
theo othorwise dlsparate seotions drew both parties inte mn
upusually tolerant, friendly and cordisl relatiomship.
The ¥ew linglend ailis woere scoustomed to following the
practise of elthier sending Northeras purchssing sgents
southiward to purchase cotton at such conters as Memphis,
dobile, New Jrilemns or Galveston; or olse of contacting
Southern factory reprosentatives whio selected the grades
of cotton specified by the mill owners back North.?

leorsson, ., PP+ 2185, 231-2; Alblon, lNew
York, ppe. 99-9; Foner, » Pe 4.

givolgn Knowlton, ' (Cambridge,
1“8,0 PPe 37=8; Lane Yorie,

(BO.m. 1“5). ”0 30-1.
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+0 sadcdiion to the officlal ozployoes und parchngers gent
1580 tho Souty:, toe dNorthern sanulacturers slise utiliszsed
the telontes and the influense of olose friends and
relatives to sscertsin the exect stetus of We econowle
situation, and 10 furtber sugment the porsonal relstionships
that were Dolng stoadily developed. One of the best
oxsnples of tuls combdbination of market resesarsh ond publie
relations can be geen in the oxtended tour that wes
conducted by young Amts Aeuss Leawrence through the South
snd Weast, as u commission sgont for vorlous Meston flirma--
most notadly thet of "A & & lewrence.” Determined that
ot lomot one of his ocons shouldd take over the busineess in
ordér to preserve tie “200d nawe™ of the Sompeny, Aos had
erranged with his brotoer Abbott Lo supply his son with
lettores of roference, snd to zsend hilm sround the country
to lesrn tho business from the ground up.l

whon Anos A. lawrence gradusted from darvard in
1535, ue sot out on an intensive survey of businces
prospects in the wWont and the Soullie. Hls firat stop was
wasiiinaton, during the first part of Jenuary, 1836,
Astonding sonnions of e Uongrees, bw was partiocularly

Lauos lawronos to AbDOLU Lesrence, Septesder /7,
1832, A. &e Pepers, ¥dS., Box 1, folder 2.



sttrscted to the Senste, and génl a ten-page letier back
to Bio father outlining the serious debates he hed heard
in tho Seaste over the quostlen of slavery. Corefully
he eaphnssised the feers of many of the Southarn Senators
concerning the insendiary nature Of the Abolitionists in
tas fortn. Senstor Cslnoun, wrote young lawrence, lasizted
that the South aust have some “tostimony” that would “soothe
tno anger of the slavenclders against the whole Hortng
irey reguiired pacifisstion snd must have iti"

Losving the Mstion's caplital, lawrence nosdod
Soutn, snd nothing but bomspitality and good will seexed
to greet the young Jew anglander as he visited Chonrleston,
Soutn Jsrolinz and thien made kian way back up te Pltrtsdurgn,
Pernsylvania.? Comsenting on the “"solid weslth" of thle
lactor oity, lswrence carofully sent nfs fathor back & 1ist
of tho bost ocomseroiel prospects, and exprossed the hope that
sn "inexhesustidble source of wealth™ could soon be diverted to
"our city ™ Down to Wneeling, Virginla, scross to Gineinnati,
over to wulsville, Kentucky, lining up wholessalers, Jobbers and

3
1030, & Lo Tovias DL M. 0008 s Tine T 8,
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ZAmos A, Lewrence to Amos igurauge Jan. 18
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buyers; then doen to Florence, Alubams, went the young
traveling salesszan, =exing new contacts and edding o his
12at of future "prospests." Cutting etraignt saross to
¥ecghis, he then took the DOst down tho Missisaippl to
Satonos, taking a 1little time out to s%0p 4in at the crowded
1ittle taverns mnd sdmire the "pretty ladies™ who wore
trave 1ling the sane mto.l
Arriving at Vew Orleans, lLawrencs wes given &
s recaption by the prominent cotton planteras and
sorchants of the olty who wore <cloge friends of nis fathor
and unocle. "I like your New Znglanders,” boomed & prosperous
Ar., Pritehard expansively; and one of the old cotton planters
ctuckled and suggested to the novice that Lif the Northern
menufecturers snd the Scuthern planters oculd get together
snd find a way to by-pess e New Yorkers, "iz will be a
groat benefit to us both.' "Yes," added Pritchard,
*and when wo get our iine of packet anips to Euwrope we
will save another slice of our own loafl™ Flans were
cbviously beling formuleted below the Xepon-Mxon line, and

iawmronce lost no time in telling his father all about moe.z

limos 4. Lawronce to Amos Lasrence, A. L. Lettors,
¥.8.8., II, 118,

ahos A, Lavwrence to Amos lawrencs, Lec. 22, 1856,

‘. L' h”r.’ ‘05.8., BOI 1' fOld.l’ 3. mo ... 8‘
Mams Bullard to Asos Lawrence, Jan. @5, 1837, A. L. ttere,
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From New Urloans, lawrezce went Lo ¥oblle, and
from there by ratlroed to Macon, Georgia, early in 1837,
The young serchant was apslled a4t tho lack of wurife
azong the planters, thoir carelesz handling of accounts
and recelpte, and thelr genersl lack of gavolr falre.
"shat I bad imazined & Southern planter La a very rare
sight,” he wld his fathior; "I mean a well oducated
3ontlomn."1 Setting out from Macon, the youmg man took
time to visit the cotton mille along the Chattahoochee,
Just morth of Milledgeville., "Everybody called upon us,"
he wrote, "because wo brought letters fros A& A L & Co.,
who heve & grest reputation here." ULy way of indiecating
the velue of the peraonal relations whiech the Sew Englanders
pad been caraful to cultivate, ‘ssrence told hla father:
"avery man hers who knows anything about Hoston says he
feels under great obligations to Mr. Abbott Lawrence (or
to you sometimes) that he was very civil to them in
Bos ton, and that they sttended & party at nis house."
1hen ho added, "I never ssw the good results of politeness
80 plainly DOLOrEace s

1&-:» A. Jawrence to Amos lawrence, Jan. 7, 1837,

A. L. hp.!‘.. ﬂ.ﬂoﬂ., Box 1’ folder 2.

2&-» A, lasronce to Amos lawrence, Jan. 11, 1837,
ibid.
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By the folleowing week lasrorice wos making his
way through tho oity of Charleston, South Csroline, mesting
with such noted douthemers ss James Hdamilton, former
governor and poijitical leader of the State, and dining with
tho Nutledgoes, theo Ugolthorpes, tne Helds snd the Cllanrists.
Although tho young man was plodsed by thoe fact that men
oconplizmented bin for the “"politicel censlatency of Massachusetts,”
ne was caroful o describe o nis father the slavat hysterical
foar ahilac gripped the olty decause of the Abolitioniat
throst. Imagining the fresded Abolitionista to be "wvery
powerful® in the Sorth, wroteo lawraence, the authorities
hed placed a spoolisl patrol on Culy In the olty =t eignt
o'clock every nignt, and nad =ét up & guard house shere
arss and ammnition were kept “iIn sase of sny Aleturtance.*t

A wook later, the young morebant was corossing into
Virginia, end Lo wia much more enthusisgtic about prospects
for manufacturing in the Poteroburg area. Hiding out with
& group of Virginians, ne inspocted a cottion mill wnich
had Just been erected, Obviocusly Lupressed, the young man
wrote to his father: "if manufecturing cosrse ecotton ecan
succeed In this part of the sountry, 4% will be nere %

"A-n A. LawTonoo to Amoo Lesronoe, Jan. £1, 1897,
he Lo Fspers, box 1, folder B.

Chmop A. Lawrence %o Amos Lavwronce, Jun. 26, 1837,
Abig.
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Arriving beck in Weshington, Lawrence found
Congroess in as much of & turmoil over the slsvery Lasue se
it had been A year earlier. lescoribing the contest in the
House over the gag rule, iasrence noted a significent
change of attitude whieh had taken place. "Our mesbers
are no longer disposed to tolerate tlhe insulis of the
South,” be polnted out o his fatner, “and instesd of
oppoaing avolition &s they have done, they will sdvocate
tho Hight of Petftion sad the froodom of speech. ™t

The multiplicity of such professionsl and personsl
contacts betweon the snterprisers in the North and their
counterperts in thoe South led 2o the moat amiable of
relationa. Southern planters vacationed st Soston hotels
sa thoy might at sumser resorts, and were warsly recelved
into the dest private homes inm the city., Thelr soms at
Barvard, with generous allowances and dashing menners,
courted the young ladies of the North, attended dinners
and parties in Bescon Street homesn, and roported regularly
to such gentlomen @8 the Lawrences oo thoir aarks snd
deportment, which would be Auly reported to their featheres
in the South: in ahiort, so many wurs and happy friendahips

1&-” A+ Lawrence to Asca lawrence, Feb, 10, 1007,
‘o L. “ﬂ.l‘&. l.a.sc. tI, 218.
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wore formed, that is wap slmost impossible for prominent
Boston families to regard all slaveholders as inherently
0'3102

A scxplementary sconcmic system betwssn tihe
North and the South, a tolarant regard for the riguts and
privileges of the other, and & wirm socisl relations:ip
wniah sugmonted the olose soonomio ties~~thore were Lo
valusble contributions to national unity and hersony
wilolh consorvetive lostonleans like the lawrendses felt
were now belag jocpardized Dy the immoderste demands
and dangorous threats of the Abvolitionists. The Northorn
businesaman, they felt, must resssure hia Southern frionds

that the disturbing eloments wore only A asall lunatie

rringe which was not at all ropresentative of Northern
views, and at thoe same time, take positive steps to
curtail the sctivities &and the influence of the offending
elomenta theuaelves.

In virtuelly all his sappesls to his Southemn

bretaren, the Northern tusinossman oxphagizod the fast

1lunwt deans to Amos Jqwrenoe, Beaufort, 3o.
Caroline, Maren 10, 1323, &y ,» L824, A. L. Fapers,
MoHeS., BOX 1; H. 4. Bullerd to Iewrenss, New Orleans
Jan. 23, 1832, April §, ma{ A. L. Inttors, K.H.S8., fxx;
Johin L« Toomer to lLasrence, Charleston, June 24, June 28,
L840, IV willlen Sparxs W lawrenos, konaventure,
La., ¥ov. 1, 1841, Aag. %9, 1842, fbid,, V.
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that any solution to the slavery problem wes to be
scoomplished only in &coordance with the wishes of cach of
the Southern ststes. This was ome of the moast elgnifiomnt
points of the conservative argument agsfnst ebolition.
Slavery, the average foston businessman would concede,
was &n Intagrsl part of the Americsan historicel prosess,
given 3pecific sanction by the teras of the Sonstitution of
the United States 1tself. Wnile 2o might porsonslly deplore
the institution of slavery itoolf, he felt thst any
solution of the issue was only constituticnally possidle
by and with the sonsent of the respgeoctive stetss. Although
Wobster, in hts famous "Reply to Zayne,® mignt publicly
castigate slavery as & moral and political ovil, he was,
at the same tise, forced to adx=it that the federal Oovern-
mont eould have pothing to €0 with an institution whieh
"nas always been regarded as & matter of domsstic policy
left with the States tnnooxvu.'l

Azos Lawrence made it cloar to Nobert Ihett of
South Carolina that he would never interfere in the
question "unless requested by my brethren of the Slave-
holding Statea™; nnd his son, Asce A, lawronoce, oxpressod

P A i B e
W (18 vols.; Xations tion, on,



the opinica thet as & Whig he wes honor-bound to preserve
the originel compect of the Uniom by shich slavery whs
rooo;nizod.l "se must De msgnanimous o the South," he
wrote. “Slavery cannot be extended., dhother it can ever
ve got rid of in thie countery da doudtful. It 1s @ curse
fluposed by the 2ins of oW sncestors, snd we must besr {t
D‘Mﬂltl’o'a #ben Harrison Grsy Otis wrote to lenjamin
Faneuil Sunt, & prominent lswyer of Cnarleston, he
indicated ble willingness 10 leeve the omancipetion of
slaves "to yourselves, to time, to the Providence of Cod,"
Utis assured him that he "nevor doubted that the statea
of tals unict ere inhidited by the federal compact from
intsrfering with the plantetion states in the mansgement
of their osn olsves. The B tter snd the spirit of the
cors titution are opposed Lo M:...."s e =sjority of
conservatives in Magsachiusetts would seesl W0 sgree wilh
Jared Sparks the nlstorian, who considered slavery a

lhoo Lawrancs to Eobert B, Khett, Dec. 12,
1849, Leswrence, Plery, pp. 2746,

%ipid., p. 122,

sau-ruoo Gray Otis to Benjeamin Hunt, Oect. 17,
1”1. bl’llm. m. XI. -3




groat cilamity but & problem which was Lupossible of
solution. "Slavery exists," he wrote, "oy the Constitution
and the lems.*’ As fer sa Boston businesssen were concerned,
that ended the matter.

Dut to the Abolitionist, the more fact that the
Constitation of the United States countensnced the
institution of alavery settled nothing. It only meant
that the Constitution wss wrong, snd mast oither be ohangoed--
or abandoned. "ihe ballot box," charged Osurrison in his
idverator, “"is not an mnti-slavery, but a pro-slavery
Argussnt, 90 long as it is surrounded by the V. S. Comatitue
tion"=~3 constitution, moreover, shich he claasified ss
"4 covenant with death and a&n sgreement with hell,"?
wendell FPnillips agreed that one of the "primery obje:ts®
of Aboliticnists was "to dlssolve the Aserican Unton."?

Aoy compact with slavery was evil, the Abolitlionists
argued, and such & unico must necessarily de dissolved

O ——

*Dariing, Massgchusstts, p. 162,
% averator, XIV, Ped. 8, April 12, 1844.

Sipia., My 24, 1844,



in accordanse with the principles of the "nigner law.®
Dissolution of the Union of the States, then, was the
only posasible solution Iin aAserlics, eszpecislly since it
would not oaly end the complicity of tho Borthers states
in maiataining the immoral institution of slsvery; but
would also eoliminate once and for all, the dangers of the
extonsion of slavery into the territoriss of the ¥or th o
A ahudder of horror ran through the conservative
North a4t this latest evidence of politicel blasphemy.
To pressh Aolition was one thinge«thers was Just no
accounting for personal idissycracies=-but o publicly
denownce the sacred Constitution and to presch dlsunion
was quite snother thlns-g fere wis too mich at stake
Lo let a disorganised group of manises and snerodints
continue to 20 their way unchallenged and unopposed.
the tiz0 hed come for action, L1 the friondahip of the
South wore to be retalned, Jonservative Northeraers
sade & desperate and concerted offort to convinee the
South that the Abolitionists were not & trus reflection
of Borthern ‘,‘D“Di"os Gonstantly the Mulge pleaded

Yoarrison, Life, 1IN, 06-133.
280‘#00 m. ‘O'o 805 13350

SSe0 Webater, Writings, X, 38.
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wlth tslir Southeorn Wwrethren Lo meke & sbarp distinetion
between the Abolitionist and the resainder of the North,
"ino Aulgs were the first to donounce the Abolitionists,”
the Boston Lelly Atias pointed cut, ae it wirned the Souti=
LanG not to sssoclate Abolitionists like Garrison and Tappoen
eith tze Wnig Zarty.’ sxcited petitionérs rloofed Congress
vith their semoriels, and in Boston, & Mugo miss mecting

of some fifteen hundred sitizens wes celled for Faneuil
dall on August 21, 138, #renided over by Mayor Theodore
wyean, Jre, od ADDOLL Lawrence, Lo Szaembly wss sttended

by the Dest elements of Loston oooxot.s.‘I

Anvitatione
hed bDeen sont out to promiment slavenolders to como and
witnoss the good intentions of Sozton's men of business;
and 88 e hall begsn to LAll up, Wr. Béenjsuin Aobbins
Surtis noted with satlsfsction the "nusercus Southern
gentlemen /Wno/ ceme fyom sll parts of the country to be
proseont at thne uotm-'a The veseoabisge l1istened to the

sords of the venersadble Herrison Oray vils, now seventy

 —

l&oston Lally Atlasg, Sept. 30, Oct. 10, dJet, 17,

1835,

Igd. Aug. 22 1858, Joo aleo Uoorge Benzon to
Jeorge k. chon: AUug. 1863. J. Farmer to Francie
JASKEOn, Aug. 21, 1830 umuon Papors, fare Zook Lepartmeont
Boston Qublie ALorary an.rm citod an "BollL"), ¥, 36, 41,

3lsmx,}uuni.u eurtis %o Ooor Tiscknor, M%v 29, 1835,
San jamin K. Curtie, & Zompir (2 wo o., Boston, L0979}, 1, 7.




a3 ho warned that slsvehidlders would regard any attempt
at abolition as “wer in disguloe upon thoir lives, their
property, their rignts and Institutions, an outrage upen
their prids and honor, and the fsith of contracts. By
the cloee of his eoloquent oration, the elderly statessan
hsd Bis gudience on its feet cheoring his appesl that the
"inirteen stripes may not be morged in two dismal atraine
of black snd redi®t

Even the moat sanguine of the visitors from the
Souta should have been satiafied by the loston meeting;
and the conservative ALisas took pleasurs Ln repriating a
longthy editorial, taken froam « ¥ow Orleans newspsper,
wiaich preised the speech: of Harrison Uray Utlis, and
indionted that his words were universally coasended through-
out tne South-e Denunciations of Garrison snd his colleagues
had come so fast and furicusly that Garpiscn's friends,
fouring for his 1life, ploaded with him to leave the oity.
Reluctantly ho consented, and for about a moanth he and

nils wifs stayod away from Boaton. In Qutober, however,

xxlm-!.um. , 11, S71-2. Soo Willlasx Lloyd
Garrison to Honry E. Denson, Aug. 29, 1835, Oarrisen
iottors, B.P.l., I, &5,

®aoston Dsjly Atlas, Ost. 17, 1838,



Garrison made known hls return, and the Liverstor ansounced
tho regular meoting of the Loston Femals Antisliavery
Soatety to be hold at three o'closk, Ootober 21, 1835.1
The recent Feaneull Hall meeting, he felt, might well prove
to be & boomsrang. Tne “flery spirtts® of the South would
cortainly ve satisfied with notiiing short of suppressing
Maolitionism by legsl onactments=-or "mobocretio violence,*
and tae lstter he dismissed as 8 practisal ispoessibdill cy.8
Bat trouble weaa brewing. The rusor spresad quiskly tarough
the city thet George Thompaon, & prominent Eritish
omancipationist (that "infamous foreign soowndrel" one
placard called him), would address tne gathoring.> A
monscing crowd wes slroady at the doors of 46 Weshington
Stroet whon Garrison arrived at his office, which adjoined
the small lecture hall, but the jreparatiom inslde went on
as scheduled. Fromptly at three ofolock, however, the mob
burst in, broke up the lodies' meoting, and bdegan A frult-
leas soareh for 1hompeon. Fushing into Oarrison's office,
a group of the intruders atarted after the editor himmelf,

1
Boston Delly Atisa, Oot. 14, 103Y; Poston Jopt,
Oot. 21, 1838, 2 ’

2&131“: Lloyd Garprison to Henry E. Benson, Aug. 285,

m. Mlua ut“'.‘ B.P.L., L 64.

Soston Daily Atlag, Oct. 18, 1835.
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until sayor Lyman and the Sheriff who had jJuzt rushed upon
the scene, helped him to escmpe tarough & rear window. A
abhouting mob finally caught up with Jarrison, Lowever, threw
a rope around him and drsgeed hils lusphantly througa the
urooto.l Ragged and tora, ho was bolng heuled toward
Soston Common by his howling céptors, when two burly drothers,
Daniel and Aaron Corley, elbowed their way through, rescuesd
Ourrison, snd fought their way 1nto the safety of the City
Halle. A3 the angry «ob dexmanded L1ts prey, Uarrison was
quickly spirised out, shoved into & walting haek, and
driven off to the laverelt Street Jell for nhle own pro-
tection--after being booked asz & "rloter.”™ The next day,
dayor iguman dismissed the charges, advised Jarrison to
leave town, sad released him. Gearrison declded to folilow
tho Kayor's advioce and jJournsyed 10 Frovidenocs with his
wife for a mush noeoded rut.a

Of the nature of the mod whioh had attacked aim,

b

Boston Fort, Oct. 22, 1338, 260 Garrison g:g
1, 1030, for a ooapiou ¢scount of the "Boston mob. g
also ace 6»:5. W. Lymén to Rov. Zgnton Salth, June 30,
1579, discellanecus “.. R.U.S.

®poston Post, Oot. 23, 1838. Willlam Lloyd
Jarrison to George W. Benson, Uct, 26, 1835, Garrison
letters, B.F.le I 76. George Thompson to Ou'ruo},
Oste B2, 18508; 60 n. imuon to Oarrison, Oats 7./, 18385,
garrison Papers, B. 62; Oarrison to Samuel B.
Sewall, Oot. 24, ).835, 61-00111{0 H. Noraorons, Mss, N.H.3.
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Gsrrison hed no doubt. "Lt wes planned and oxeocuted,® he
tnoisted, “not by the rebble, or the workingmen, but by
'gentliomen of property snd stending frvom sll parts of the
M.e'r."1 Wendeldl Mililps, who had teon & non-particen
witness to tze eveat, lator gave a classic deacripticon of
the sssault being oconducted by taue "gontlemen" of tne
city--in "brosdoloth end in broad dAsylight™; and James L.
waer, editor of tus Compercial Jsgette, desoribed the mod
a2 "gontlomen of zroperty and mnumea.'g iho conservetive
chbracter of the rioters was oconfirzed by = visitor from
Baltimore, wre T ke lichols, Wi thanced to 206 the nistorie
outburst a2 he welked througzh the oity. “Kerchents and
bankers of bogton, essezbled on 'Chango in State~Stroet,®
he relatod, “and belleving him /Thompson/ to bo at the
office of Garriscs's Liborator, they gathered tumultucusly,
and case arcund froa Stete-Street into wWashington Street,
detorained 1o put a ostoy Lo e oloquence of the Eangliash

xaonucn, 4%, 1L, 30,

Zuendell Pndlllps, phgeonee, ingiuren sod_kegtary
(Boston, 18%€), pe Zld4s JiteC ITOW & 2p0e o,

twenly yoars lstor, in comsemoratios of the "Boston «=ob."
See & Jases Homer to Oeorge Hand, Aug. 19, 1852, Garriscn,
MLe, 11, 0-11.
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Abolitiontst,” Although the evidence is eircumstantisl,
there would sesa o be 1ittle doubt that some persons

¢loge to Bosten's leading merchants and dDusinessmesn hsd
dezided to domonstrate taeir good will to their Southern
bretiuren by Geeds w3 well as by words. Sven the newspepers
of B0ston, regardiess of party affilistion, sowed 1ittle
sy=patiy with Oarrison. Although they deplored =ob viclence
and plesded for law and order, they sade 1t quite clear
that they considered that Garrison snd his coliesguss ned
brought retalliation upon uumxvu.a By the first of

the following year, young Amos lewrence oould write back

to his father from the nation's capital, hie opinion that
the sttscks sgainst the Abolltlonists had achisved thelr
purpose. Senstor Senton daclsred that the "indignation
manifonted at the North during the last summer” was proof
that Northerners were as hostile to Abollition dootrine as
any "resscnadvle Southermer ocould wish." ir. Suchenen of
Pennsyivania, reported the young ssrehant, aleo approved
of the steps taken sgainst the Abolitionists, and said

e nad "po doudbt that the Sonators of the Korin were as

1
T, L. dicnols, ;ewﬂmm
M(M York, 19877, Ppe

Boom Oot. 22, 1836; Doston
Dagly Atiss, cot. T T Fost, Oot. 22, Cot. 24,




indignant &3 tho South st suagh black proe«dlnzs....""

il Qere wore zmany, Like young lawrence, who
expocted that the years of "terror" sould intinmidate the
abolitionists Into Insotivity, they were doomed to
disappointaent. Ihé violence of 14388 not only failed to
Balt tae Abolition sovessnt--it aoted o3 = fatal boomorang .
oy providing more syspathy and @a0re sonverts than the movew
mont bad over teen able to galn through its owmn exorticas.”
he 1list grew slarsingly, as zea of wealth, bDackground
and position Joined themselves to Usrrison'a cause.
wondell Millips, darverd '81, a memder of a lesding
fandly, and Sdmund Guinoy, =on of s noted Zarverd president,
Jolned the unka.s ihe yrominent br. Henry Ingersoll
Bowditeh Decame an Abollitlionist after witnessing the
ettaok on Garrison. G&Sven the influentisxl merchast, John
surrey Forves, long indiffeoront to the prodlem of slavery,
®soanged my whole feoling witi regard to 1t® aftar the

15.03 d. LAWTONCE W ANOS KWrence, Jen. 8,
1836. Ae Le LOLtors, KelieSe, 1, 41l.
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surder of Alijah iovejoy in illinoles) Jases lusseldd
Lowell and Ralph ealdo imerson soon sdded thelr litersry
talonte to those of Jobn dreenleal anittier and before
long, bocase inflsentlel fuotors in the drive for
emanolpations® dembersilp was Looreasing every day, and
0y 1838 there wore over two hundred sntieslavery societies
in dsssachuzetts alone, with enough funds to sond out
propeagandists and litersture %o all parts of the country.
1o aske matter:s worse, the slavery question was
boooming an lmportant politiocel Llsswe. Up %0 now,
sassacbusetts had witnessed its own version of the Vietorisn
Comproniee o boty anlges and Lemoorats uniforaly side-
atepped the fasus of slavery and refused to sponsor either
Vorrison or bhie uwnpopuler program, ihle wsa perfogtly
agrooable to Usrrison hlmgoll, osince he resiasted sll
attozpts Lo Lnvolve nls Abolltion mowement in politios,

end eaphiasised his ideal of 'm-nuatmeo.‘s

1 "
Hugnes, ‘“ﬂ' L, 300; Villard, "Mhe Antislavery
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Sut the question of slavery couid herdly be lept
out of the twbulent political srena. destern Abolitionists,
headed by James G. Birney and Theodore Weld had siresdy
gone into political actlion; and thne New York grow, led by
Willlsam Jay and the Tappan brothers, wes boglinning to
ignere Garrizon's "noegovernment” orasr.t In ¥assechusetts,
Lo, sudh men o3 Henry B. Stanton and John Oreenleaf
Wnsttior had decided that politizal sction was of grester
value toan Garrison was willing to sdmit. “Passive
Abolitionisa® wis fsst Decoming & thing of the past, as
Abollzioniats came 0 believe taat future success lay in
the political pressures whioh oould be erecated; and they
swung in Sehind the mowly-formed Lidberty Party which had
nominated Birpey for the Precidensy ia 1840.2

All of this was moat disturbing to men like Abbott
Lewronco snd Nathan Appleton, who still controlled the
oongervative polisier of the Whiz Party in Wnssaciusetts.
Wnile 4t was true that the situatlon had not yet docome
ariticel, and there seoomed to bLe no fmmediate danger to

1
Darrison, Life, 11, 333 £f.

2
Villard, "antislavery Crists," Goms. Hiz%., IV,
3355,
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MILE ortunos iAo the ley State, comething would have to
bs done. Jovicusly trying to retsin theilr polftical status,
e men of wenltin and Influsnce fought sgsinst whet thoy
conslidored to be divisive influences. #frotosting againat
"slsgovernment sod maladziniectration,” the "Cotton anigs"™
sponcored a series of meetings, rslliles and processions,
and urged the natlion to follow their leadsrship as the
only means of msintaining “irue t‘.lolnocn'acy."x Yo shiow
their good intentions to their Southern bretiren, they
favited visitors from the South to attend tnelr gala
selobrsticn of Sunker HAlll ey, and the gentlsaon of
Bonton were delighted to recelve delegates Mrom ws fer

South s Alabass, Mtsslissippl, Tennessee and Loulsisca,®

Sueh staps were connidered neceasary, in view of the
slaraing politizal developments within the Bay State ard
in Washington.

For one thing, the slavery lsaus wis drawing
greater populur interest than ever before in state and
local elections. Ahut SBOUL The morality of slavery?

lwnm Atlsg, Nov, 9, 1840; Boston D=ilvy
Advertiser, dov. U, .

&oown ‘é; Sept. 11, 18403 Fonton
ﬁ Mvg;ﬂio M«) .uoo Lawrence,
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fhat sbout the extesnslon of slavery? ket about slavery
in Toxas? What adout the slave trade in the Distrlot of
Colusdbia¥ Candidates of both leading partioes were suaged
&t the ousder, and appailed at the intricssies of the
quéstions on 2lavery with which suiey were confroated.
Farty leaders wore shocked intoc the resliszstion that
slavery had slretdy beoome a serious cumpaign xom.l

hen too, &ll w8s not harmonious within the losal
ranks of toe Wnig Farty in the Say State., Rising young
politiosl leadors like Charlo: Froncis Mams, Jobn 0.
Paifrey, Charles Sumner sand Horsceée Mann, were chafing &t
the bit, desonstrating sn ambition to capture influencs In
the party and direct it iInto different channmols. Nothing
serious had caourred yot-«but it wios a dovelopment that
nooded wiiching. The new Abolitioniste-sponsored Llberty
party wus slowly pleking up votes in the Stato--not mmny,
of course, compared with the major partios, but enough
to give the sntislavery slaménta an uncomfortabls
adventage in & cloze election, snd a dangerous edge if the
Wnlg Farty should opnatorlg

xome S. dinthrop, Jr., A
mﬁ&-‘ (Boston, 1897), Dp. £4-6; ’

gid., pp. 289-96. 317=13; Faulimer, "dassashusetts,”



Host dlsturbing of all, howover, wes the alaraing
rate at which the slavery issus wiaa belng bdrougnt into
sationel prominenseé., If the Jouth had deon cutreged and
élshonored by the &etivities of ome lone men and nie puny
newgpeper, wnat would nuappen 1 the same sort of vitupeara=
tion were Lrought into the very halla of Congress itselir?

Af Lhe long shilte throad wiilch stretehied from the planta=
tion W e =ill hed Doon endangered Dy the ravinge of a
single roeformor, what would heppen LI the Cepistal rescunded
to thie wolces of dozens of nstionsl 1.51.1.@&.1"

Mis consideration boccene sll the more frightaning
83 nativnal events during the 1840's forced thie fssue of
slavery even furtuer Into the forefront of politioal debate.
dootward expunsion, rebellion in Texss, and war with dexfico
woere destined Lo focua the eYyos of thoe natlion upon the
complexitien of slavery and it: Constitutional right o
oxist and to axpand. it wes in trylng to find & moderatoe
and workabvle solution Lo tseas explozive developmonta that
the Noriheln sanufscturers began thelr search for a eay
to balande thelr économio security with thelir moral principles.

Lisos A Lagrence to htronfo, Ju}.y 49,
Spt. iS5, 1840, A. e er.' . 8.3., ox



CHAFTER 11X

COTTON VERSUS CONSCIENCE

The Boston menufscturer did not like slavery--
a0 & satter of facst, ho personally abhorred it asr a
grievous sia--but he hed made repested eofforts %0 re-
sssure the Cotton Kingdom that he would nmot LAft & finger
o interfers with that institution where it slready
oxinted under the sanotion and protection of the
Conastlitution of the United States.

e extenslon of Negre nlsvery oubtslds of those
lmits, on the other hand, was an ontirely different
matter; and many industrialintes and tholr collesguen felt
no compunction in taking lessue with territorisl sxpansion
snorever and whenever it foroabadowed the simultmecus
expansion of slavery. "#aile...l feel it to be =y duty
diotinctly to esy that I would loave to the masters of
slave: every pusrsnty of the Conatitation and the
Unlofiess,” sald Kufus Snoate to a meeting of the Young
den's anlg Club of Hostom, "I still controvert the
power, i deny the morality, 1 trowble for the conseguences,
of annexing an aore of rew territory, for the mere purpoge
of diffusing thies great ovil, thins great surase, over a

wider surface of Amwerican ou-thl"l
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MRON ARGCE JANTEnce wrote Lo s friend in South
SArolins, Lt wag quite congistent with the conservative
pollelos of e Horthern businosasen Lhat hio sssured his
corsrespondent that tihe “pecullar Inatitution” would
nevor be interfered with by “sober, honest mon."t Equally
slgnificant, however, was the fact that Lawroncs zade Lt
& point to add nie convictlon that Ehe ssaw institution
would "sever be nllowed to be carried where it iz not
now under the Fedoral Oovernment.™® §inse this questicn
of territorial expanzion wes rogarded ase completoly outside
tho original Constitutional provisionn shieh hed insured
the socurity of slavery in the statos, msn like the
Mwrences lelt that the South could have no possible grounds
for tulaking that nor constitutliomel rights and pre-
rogatives were being ssaaniled,

e greatest threat to tuls cosservative desire
of restrioting Segro silavery within the prescribted
1laits of we constitution, came during the late LE3Q's
sith the movement for Weslera expinsion in géneral, and
tho Llssus of Texan, in particular, uUnos the Assrican

lismos Lawsenoce to & friend An South Csroline,
June 12, 1852, lawrence, Visry, pp. 317-19. Also see
#ilifasx Suarp to Amos Lawronas, Jan. 25, 1844, A. L.
letiers, Vi, for o letter Lndloating Southorn spprooistion
of oonnna‘ho Sorthern principles.

2Lawrence, Liary, pp. S17-18.
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settlors in Texaa had deslared thelir independsucs from
dexlico, sentimant in favor of Lamediate smnoxstion degwn
to grow Lncressiagly stroag on tune part of the northern
Hepublioe Soon thers were sany sho were not only talking
aboul adding Yexes Lo the Uaion, but speculating upon the
possibilities of the vast western lands Seyond.)

inore wore many otaer Americans, however, who
flatly oppored tho sdanission of Texas, oconvinced that such
& stop would not only upeot the balance of politlcal power,
tut would peramit the institation of slavery to apresd
boyond Lte presorided Coretitutionsl limits. 4As one
=ight suspect, viclent Abolitionists like William Lloyd
Oerrison imsediatoly sot thensolves against annexation,
and oven went 20 far as to demand zocesslion if Toxms were
sdmltted O the llulcm.8 e sore moderate anti-alavery
groups #3800 took up the ory, and thrilled to the words of
the Beverend William Ellery Channing who thundered in protest:

1
John Y. Fe Puller, mem
of A1) doxico, 1846-48 (Baltimore, y PP .
2

» OV, Apelil 12, Apru i . Soo
#illianm Lloy r oon to Joan Farser, J 6

Qare im0 Oackes. ¥, Betacay Do 14 0T, 6u-ruon
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"Iue Freo States declare that the very act of admitting
Jexss will Us construed as a dissolution of the Ua!.oal'l
#a% by now apprebension hed struck deop into
even the most consorvaetive elements of the Boston community.
ALLOtL Lawrence, the lesding cotton manufecturer and
capitelist in Bew Zngland, warned thst the movewent for
Soxso was the most significant orisis for the Unson sinage
ths doys of the Constiution, The remifications of the
Joxas question, ho felt, wore snorsous, With the sdanisgion
to the Union of a slave~-nolding territory whose size was
sulficient to croate six future 2tstes, the threat to the
political future of the free statos was undenieble. "Wnere
will Ce tho patronsge snd Executive power of the Governmentt™
ho saked. "Will 1t not Be gone, forever departed, from the
Frea Statest™ Such a thing =ust not hsppen, Lawronce
insisted. The Yorth must "resist overy atteapt at the
acquisition of territory to be innabdbited by slavesi™@
Abbott's brother, Amos Lawrenoce, oxpronsed
simllar views, and steted that he regarded sll other

2411218a Bllery Channing, "A Letter to the Hon.
Senry Clay," sugust 1, 1837, Sorks (EBoston, 1875), p. 773.

2
Lawrenoce to friends, March 20, 1657, HilL,

Abbott Lawpspcs, pe 21.



gqueations of tho day ss "insignificant in comparisen with this.
wWriting to Jon&than Chapman, former Mayor of Bostonm, and meabor
of the hkhig Somzities, AmOs Lawrense omphiasized his bellef that
the annexation of “oxas and the aubpaquont extenslon of alavery
would be the first step toward national destruction. "Iet us
work," ne urged, "in & Chrlatlian spirit as we woald for our
individusl salvation, to prevent this sad calamity befalling
ur"*  Fros low Urleans, Lewrence's friend, Judge Honry Adans
Bullard, egrecd most neartily. 4 transplested Yankee, Eullard
had first gone south Lo fight for the llberation of Xexioo,
sod toon stayed on Lo prectice lew Iin New Urleans, where his
fluency in langueges and hips cultured manner made him &
popular figure. Now Judge of the Juprems Jourt of loulsiana,
Bullard corresponded with Lawrense frequently and provided

biw with first-nend evidonce of Lae Jouthiern point of vto-.a
"Ihe greatest pusbug in this Mfe of Qusduss 1a that Texas
business,” he growled. "Cnly think of & scattored populas

tion shiich oever exseeded 25,000 men, women, cnildren,
vagrants, runcways, cutthrosts snd all, ebgolutely without
resources, asking the United Stites Cirst to recognize

thelr indopendence =g & nation and then to adzit them inte

toe Unlon.™ Tue fast thet =ost of the new citirens would be

o Manrenco to Jonathan dhopman, Nov. [J, 1044,
lawrence, ldary, p. 102,

240lvin Jonneon blte, "deary Adans Bullerd,®
Zlotionary of Amerisan BAegregliy, 111, H04-0.
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leaving American creditors "with the bag to nold,” only msde
the prospest more dissal than over .t

frivate opinions such as these were given opén
politicald expiession in wunlel wobeter's widely dizoussed
sddress 4t liiblo's Suloon shen he condesned the extension of
an iastitution walcoh ke donounced sa “a grest morsl, soclal
and political evil." A&saerting nis own personal oppositlion
to sny such expsasion, Wwebster was convinced that "tne people
of the inited Ltaten will not oconeent to bring into the wnion
8 now, vastly extansive, slaveholding countPyesee Iin my
opinion,” he cdded, “they ought mot to consent W Lt."° In
e Noune, Wodbert 3. #inthrap, olose friend of the Lawrescos
¥ the Appletons, added his protasts sgalnst tas annexation
of Jexss. AU would, Le cherged, “bresk up e balanse of owr
system, violate the Compromlises of the Constlitution, and
oncanger the persanence of the Union,® “Above all," he scon-
cluded, volelng the opinion of Loston's men of dusiness,
"bessuse I aa ustomprosisiagly opposed to the extension of
doumatio slavery, or to the adaltion of snotner ineh of
slave=nolding territory to Suie netion. "

e Lfosue of expansion, then, proved to be
unusually troublesome; and in the face of sush iaflusntiasl

ljenry A. Dullard to Asoa Lawronce, Jan. 25, 1037,
A L. wtters, HellaDo, ‘I. £96.

Zgobater, Nritings, 11, 192-230, Maren 18, 1837,
Seilotorop, Lemoir, p. 38, Jan. 6, 1846,
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opposition, most politicisne hesitated to comtmit them
selves publicly on the leste. mulle Martin Van Suren

endeavored o side-step the explosive isaue during =ost of
his term sz Fresident, wnig party lesders were hard at
work on & plan to unseat the Lexoorats from national

power in the comling eloctions of 1840. Dooiding to bypess
tholir nominal leadors, Henry Clay and Vaniel Webater, the
Mnige choee, Ansterd, the sged DUT august hero of Tippecance=«
Willlam denry Banuoo.]' After a reucous csnpaign wnicn
paw log cabins and clder Jugs play & conspieucus part, the
old genoral swept into office by an even grester slootaral
mgjority than bad Deen sxpected, Judbilant Wnigs every-
siere wers delighted that "the wicked Admintstration of the
last twsive yoara™ nhad at last Deen overtnrown, ssd were
toenkful for "the deliverance that hss at lsst appou-od."
Confident that the “old fellow"™ would quietly soliapes

into the Fresidentisl chair and "sit still" shile conserva-
tive anige like Clegy and Webster guided tho nation's
destiny, most party leaders sssumed that the quostion of

Toxes wus & dead i.um.3 S0 believe Xr. Webater and

1
Bostos Dally Atlag, Des. 25, Uec. 29, 1838.

8
Jo %, Patterson to Amoy Lasrence, London, Dec. 1,
lm' ‘0 L. u‘t.l'l. lo"-So. v. m.

S
Amos A. Llawrence to Amos lawrence, Sept. 15, 1840,
A. L. Papers, N.H.8., Vox 1, folder 3.
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yourself are to be of the Council,” wrote Adbost Lswrenace
to Senator Jomn J,. Srittenden of Kemtucky, "and wo feel
tiat the success of Genersl mrrieon’s AMainistration
dependa Upon tnose wWno are to be hils Minlsters; ancd the
appeintoentec sade throush thesm of the Foderal offloers
warouznout the Sauau*y.‘l Cortainly things were aterting
out beautifully. Henry Clay was gotting bls leglolative
program reedy for Congress, wnile his friends took over
04 now cablast poste. bunlel dobater Bad Just recelived
nis appolatoent As Sooretary of Siste; and Abbott lasrence
whe nAOCG a8 one of the Commleslonera O Clscusa the
Melrne vowndary dispute with Great Sritein. It locked as
though the &ge of oxpansion were definitely a thing of

the past.

The dkig victory celsbreiionas were atort-lived,
bowever, swheon the elderly Fresidont diod soon efter talking
of fice, sod was succsedod by the Vice-sresident, Joilnm Tyler
of Virginis: A confirmed Lomoesrst wio hated the tariff and
the 2enk, but wine loved western expansion, Tyier had been
nosinsteod for the second position merely 23 o mattor of
politliosl expedienoys and Dis unoxpected APpOsrance now
threw the dnigas into a frenzy of deéspair. .entuncing

Uyler's defeotion from party principlsn in no unoertain

daboott lewrense to John J. Crittonden, Jan. 7,
18461, Orittonden Mis., Library of longres:, #ashington,
De Co (herearter cited as “L.C.%).



teras ("o traitor, a basze traitor,” ome Southern planter
cailed nim), the Whig hlergrahy began to look sround slmost
imnadlately for & s&ndicate to groom for the next elsotions.t
vne of the hardest worgers in thiles program wae AbbDOLL
Lasrence of Jdassschusetts, wio nsd completed his work on
the Malne boundary dAispute and who now ook time out from
51 numerocus manufasturing interosts to udd nhis volce and
influence to the caunpalign against Tyler, convineed that the
coming election wes “the moat lmportent since the sdoption
of the Uopstitution."® Presiding at the Ststs Ahig
Coavention 1o the fall of lu4R, Lowrence publicly came out
in support of the candidscy of Zenry Slay--mesh o the
Qleguat of the devoted followers of Daalold webator.”
Altnough he admitted the great loocsl sppeal of wobster and
prefzed nls coptridbutions o Lhe natlion, Lawrence never-
theleas considered Clsy not only a8 the nominal hesd of

the whlg Yerty, but of much more "national 1nmfluonce®

taan the Senetor from Mmssachuszetts.® s & seaber of tue

lai11sem U, Sparks to Amos lewrsnce, tov. 1, 1841,
As p lotiors, M.HD., o 991,

2Avbott Lawrence, “Iettor to the Whulgs of Bssex
Gomty,' AUE o m. 186‘. ﬂ;ll. &m, Poe T0-7.

SAvbott Lawrense to John J. Grittenden, Apr. b
1844, Orittenden Mes, L.C.; 4111, ADDoLt Lewrence, pp. 75-4.

$lawrence, “Lettor to Whigs," ibid., p. T8,



of the Netionsl Waig Convention, and fs mn elector from
the state of Msssaohvsette in 1844, Lawrence ocontinued to
voloe nis support of Clay, &nd calisd upos the voters of
Lae bay SU4Te O A0 likewlse. “HOW any man...ln dew
Englend can cast his wvoteo for Mr. Folk, with nhis ultre view
of nstional policy, is more than I can comprenend," seid
the moted manufrscturer. "Upon the subjects of Yexas and
the Tarlff, Xr. folk entortsins the viewa of the State of
South Caroiinf..e.dr. Polx has come out twldly in feavor of
the extension of slavery." Opposing Polk, free trade,
and South Caroline "abstractions," Lawrence led the fight
for Claye. “let us go," he orted, “for Clay and
Prolinghuysen--t20 Aserican Systom--and the Unien es 1t 11}
Ihe election of 1844 proved to be close and
exciting, with the question of Toxss always o critical
campalign i1ssuwe. Irying to keep a foot in both electoral
csnps, Henry Clay, the wnanimous cholce of the Enigs,
straddled the question of annexation.® UThe Demoarats,
on the other hand, came up with a vosal, pro-loxas

181).1, o TT=8. Als0 see
AbDSLE Lo AmOs Luronoo, eu. As L. Papers, K.H.S5.,
Box 1, foldar 3.

2340 abbott lewrence to John J. Srittenden, April 5,
1244, Crittenden Mss, L.C.
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Soutaerner 1n the person of Jaume: K. Folk of Tennsssee

o saxpaligned on sn opeon enuncistion of the doctrine of
Nanifest Destiay. It was & neck and neck rase dowm to the
finist line, with Polk nosing out Clay by less than 350,000
popular votes, i3 many anti-slsvery votes weras svitahed

2o the Liberty zarty in reaction to Cleay's vacillsting
taction. Although 41t wos & halr-line finishe-with the
elsctoral wotes, 170 %0 105, indicating the precarious
politicsl Balanse~~the results provided s sufficient margin
of safety for most politicianas.

Wen Froaident Tyler recommended the possidility
of sanexing Toxas by & joint resolution of twth Houses,
this time the Congresa did mot hesitate to take up the
question, snd & series of violont dobates bBegan. In the
Senate, hufus Choats of Masseohusetts argued vehessntly
sgainast the resclution oa both usconstitutional exd
inexpodient; wnile Robert €. Winthrop contimied the fight
' Back none Amos Lawrence
pleadad with the Bay State Congressmen to hold the line--
Wif Texss can be kKept off, taers will be hope for our

sgalast annexstion im the Houso.

government®-~and kept in ecnatant touds with the pm«ungo.'

1
Zrown i1, 98-100; Winthrop, Xemoir, p. 38;
Boston Dagly adv ) Feb. 21, 1845. ! I

fLawrence ma; Pe 192. Also see Abbott Lswrsnce
to Joan J. Crittenden, April 5, 1844, Grittenden ¥ss, L.C.



Winthrop Kept the =gnufacturer up to date on the latest
information in the ocepital, the looal newsptpern printed
all the rusor snd gosslp avallsbles, and Faneull dsll was
£111ed Lo 2apacity with delegetes from the various towns
who oaxe to attend The highly pudlicized "Anti-ivxas®
wmront.f.m:.1 All tieir hopos were in valn, bowover, for
botn Bouses Cinally pessed the resolution, asd on Marah 1,
1845, Just three Gays before nhe left offlce, Fresident Tyler
eigned the docusent admlitiing Toxas to the Unzon.a
dlth the adsission of lexas sn acoomplisaned fact,
lorthern Walgs began 0 warn thal this wes mrely the
opening gun in en all-out asssult upon the wsstora landa.
War sith Mexlioco was Lhe ineviis&dle result of suoch &
polioy, lney prophecied, and Ceolarsd that they would have
no part in the conmoquences. "if any bdattles and wars
shall grow ocut of this affair,” warned the Lowoll Courler,
"Massachusetts will lot Shose do tho fighting who brought
the wBl' UPOn USssee 0o Bay State will send no militie
O the Southn to rignt tho battles of slavery or Lo suppress
we

Nogro inswrections. "Texas 1s not yot annexedi”™ protested

Lltuum W, Feb. 2%, Horch 1, 18405,
1!*0.. l’.n. 25, 87. » -

%iu4d., Maren 3, 1848; Boston Fost, Mersn 3, 1348.

Siowell Courter, ipril 11, 1848.
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tho Advertfser; and the Atlas oirculated & pledge committing
eitizens of Hasoashusetts not to “eountensnse or ald the

United States Goverament in aay war shich may be oocasioned

by the amexatlion of Mo.'x he Maasachuszetts logislature,
withh & Mhig Senate and a Waig-controlled House, psssed

reosolutions stating that an eot of Songrosa admitiing Toxas
to ths Union hed “no binding force shatever on the people
of Masaschusetts."®

Espesially outspoken in their condemnation of
annexstion were tie younger membora of the Mhiz party--men
like Henry #ilson, Charles Francis Adams, Charles Sumer
and Szarles Allen--whio were ulresady dissatisfied with
thoir odeoure position sand nedulous Influence in politlaal
circlas, &nd wio had Degun Lo Fattls the dars of party
sonformity. fnown as the "Comnmolonce Wulgs® they challenged
the lsadership of the old "Cottcon Waige" and were now
denanding that the Wnig Fearty take a definite stand
againet Gegro ohnry.a Alresdy they hed produced &

.

lisaton %}x v » Harch 15, 1848; Boston
Dally Atiss, June 36, .

2goston £22%, ¥arch 14, 15, 1845.

genry #1lson, iogend Fall of e Slsve Fowr
in smprica {Zostonm, 1874], 1T, .



dyneszic, young leader in the person of Charles Sumner whio
pad bocome famous (or fnfamous--“the young men hes cut his
torosti® sputtersd former Ksyor BEliot) as & result of his
independence Lay oretion is 1845, in whieh bhe had pudlloly
genounced netional glory snd territorisl oxpansion in
general, and the Unlted Stotes mrmed forgee in pcrr.lcuhrol
Seelng tho possidility of thelir treditionelly
OnReErVALiVe party Deing teksn over by youns riretrands
and howsesds, leading "Cotton Wniga™ like Adbott Lawrence,
¥athon appleton, lobart C. Wintahrop and Hufus Choate
tecame more spprenensive tian eover st the letest politisal
trends shich threatened the future of the Wuig party.?
Already & now ond extremist political psrty had mede an
sppearanco-=toe Amorican Kepudliocsn party--and hed showm
surprising strengtsh in recent elestions. It bad slready
slectod s mayor in toston and was now threatening te cut
even Iurthor intd local Wulg votes by offering s Otete
ticket solling for the réstriotion of Irish immigration.”

1
rierce, ¢ A1, 541-356; Charles Susmer, Rorks
(20 wolees; Boz%ton m‘ b 4 ‘0 £f., 69 £f.; Boston Lally

. » wﬂb‘u. M’.. &

Z¥inthrop, Zezolr, p. Si.

“plerce, Sumep, i1, 332; Lerling, Massashusetts,
P 33709.



Things had becoms 30 sericus that evea tho
sacrosanct name of the god-like laniel Wedster failed to
produse the same reverense and respect &s in former deys.
Wion Eufus Choate retired from the Senate early In 1845
and offereod hls seat to his friond Wodster, perty sanagers
ned sll they ocould do to sorspe together the sudbsoription
of #100,000 (the tiird time such & collection hsd been taken
up), which would allow the great man o0 leave his personal
financlal errangesents aad return to public 1ife.l Tuis
waa jJust one more outwerd manifestation of the fast that
the "Cotton Wnigs® were begluning to lose their nold wpon
a4 State which nad hardly even quostioned thelr superior
position. Ihe sppearance of & new party, the growing
dispatisfaction of the younger elements within thelir omm
party, &nd the obvious loss of much local political
support now prospted the "Cotton Wnige™ to redowble thelr
afforts 1o maintsain theaselves in power.

As one seans of readjusting their precarious
political sttuation, the "Cotton Wnigs™ endeavored to
soteblinh closer and more pereonal ssonomic tiesz with the
Southis, A more friendly politfcal underatanding with the
planting community might concelivably produse unsxpoected
dividends. Watching the interplay of scondmioc interests
witi, oynical umusoment, Aulph Nalde Emeraon sneered:

ldmn, Forbes, 1, 118,




"Sotton taresd holds the uslon together; unites Jonn Z.
Calhoun and ADLORL lawrente....ootton thread 1s the
wilons"} Lwerson wes nearer O e truth then aven Ne
nimsell posslbly susjpocted, for even as ke wap writing these
ines, ADDOLY lawrenso was nsggotiating for o peraonal
loan to John v. Galaoun of 30,000, A group of Bow
anglanders would advence Lhe suws, Lawrense proposed, in
return for &n snnual payeent of 100,000 pounds of Calhoun's
tost ootton. Although Celhoun eventually doolized the
offer=-fecling that he might not e adlie tO moet the
paymants, oo wall e Tearing that the tos genercuas advance
mizht e mlsinterpreted 1o soxe Quarters--nls reply
indloates no irreparable sonfliet over ssonomie isnuee.
"Il &z no oppomeat Lo manursstures or mmnufkcturers,” bhe
srots in olosing, "but quite the roverse. I rejolos is
thelir prosporuy.'z

The “Cotton abige® pressed on. Was there any-
thing elise they could do to rollieve sectionsl tensions?
Calhoun hed menticoned the tariff question, and bed
expressed nis view that duties on manufsetured 1toms should

x&. %, Zmerson and W. L. Forbes, edes.; Journale of

Balgh wpldo smprson (10 vols.; Boston, 1909-14), VII, 232,

®3oun G, Selhoun 8o Abbott Lawrense, vort uilli

smy 15, 1848, "Corres maeo of Jaha C. -An:om homue
ey 4 A 1 Aaso on, 1300, IT,
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e lowsrsd.> Zossibly something sould be done herel

in o lattor, warked “srivate and Confidential," Atdott
lawrense conficed to Galhoun that although Few Zngland
nanufaaturers conaidered a high teriff as an esonaamle
roceasity, neverthieless & muitoble working srrangemoat
sould be worked out. "ae are guite ready," assured
Lawrenon, "at & proper tlme to meet the queation in &
spivit of cospromige, and pettle 1t upon nuch & dealis, &3
e

will Llnsure reposeo for Len Jyokrs. Mdaing hip influense
to tale point, sbdward aversts, former Alnlster to Ureat
orltein and now Fresident of serverd, wrote to Salroun,
wrging bim to make “gome egquitable compromiss botween

toe teriff and sati-tariff yarties. If Lt in possibdble

to be offected,” he added, "1t can caly be donme by yma.'a
A sport time later, lLawronoce cautioned his frierd and
fellow sspufacturer, Songressann Xathien Appleton, not to

puszh tne South 00 far on the teriff l:swe. “We csn afford

1%ien that 18 sesooplished,” wrote Cslhoun,
"ail confliat between the plantsr and the masufscturer
would gosse....”™ Calloun to Abbott Lawrence, May 13,

1845, "Correspordence of Uslioun," A.d.A. dngusl Heport,
1000, LI, 684-6,

8n>bott lawronce to Sslboun, Loston, vuiy 14,
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Sgdward uverett to Calhoun, Sambridge, April 8
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to yield sometaning to Lhe prejudlces of we peopls,™
wrote Lawrence, "and I am ready for g mew bill with
discriminations and spoecific duties at lower rates than
those of '42,"F

Not even recent Southern proposals to Industrislize
the South snd produce its own cotton cioth oould dampen the
erforts of the Nortmern industrisliste Lo trying to srrive
et an sniable and harmonious working arrengement with the
Souths dore waa anothor potontisl olsal of interests
stlch Wortuers Wnigs were convinced could be jeacelully
sottled o the wutual advantage and astisfaotion of Loth
parties.

Yor soms tisw there had bDeon & small but vooal
group below the Msson-Dixon Line who were tryling to
lmpress upon the lesders of the South the necesslty of
gevoloping s "nome™ economy. Ome of tae moat reprosenta-
tive of those early Southern industrisilsts, Willles Oregg
of Souths varviine, was vetement in his protest sagafnst
oo Lfdeams of bis politicel contemporaries who wore urging
aullification as & wegpon of protest. Insteed of
sabittering "owr indolent peocple,” egoainat the North,
wrote Urogg, theese extroaxists would A0 well to sncourage
*trhe same zeal" in Vpromoting domestic industry snd the

’Mbbott. Lawrence to Netzhan Appleton, Aug. 4,
1846, ELll, ASbott iawrenge, g 3%.



oncouragement of tie mechanicsl arta."! mon Coorglie cae
siadlar sentizents on the part of Congressman J. H. Lumpkin
o callied upon the South Lo rlse sbove 1ts traditicnal
prejudices agafinst manufscturing and develop sn industrial
economy whioh would, in tum, stimulate an oven greater
sgricultural production la the South.?

Jepos U, B Delow, the feamour Southern eccoomist
and eoditor, andded ufs volece to the movemant for Southern
manufactures golng 20 F4r &8 O advocate the saployment of
S watle oa a visit to Boaton,
Kr. Ko Lo Allon, s planter froa South Cearcolins, repeated

Hogroes in Southera factoriesn.

thoso viows to Amocs Lewrence. If the South continued to
oppose donestic manufscturing, and nold en to thelr
"roolenes /elg/ and nonsense... the whole atate fn fifty
yoars will not Do worth &5 much as the parchments oo which
to draw 21320 d00ds...s” Even thelr "fruzel file leader
in foily,” ssid Allen in & bitter refereace to Ualliown,
"will require sid for nis support unless he allows hils

Lirosdus Mitcnell, @ e tory Mapter
of the 034 SONER (Caaped RIAT TEORT, pooy, o ort Jaster

3&»\:, H, Simos, A D.ggdi of Sootaﬁgg %gg;_sgvoglx
(Gnapel H11, 948). Ppe 2o= 00 on Strode,

Jefisrson Davis (New York, 1985), p. #14.
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Begroos to make their cwn olotn %

Far from being angered, indignant, or fesrful at
a8 prospects of Southern industrial competition, business-
men of the North scotuslly offered thelr Southern oounter-
parts ndvice and assistance. Cuarles 7. Jsses of node
island, former superinteandent of the Slater sills and
considered one of the gresatest factory engineers in the
country, gave publia sipport to the demands of Southern
incustrielists, Writing in 1549, James pointed out the
great weste in sending cotton "abroed™ to be manufestured,
when 1t "mignt sell be dons st home %

Lt fell to the non of old Amos Lawrenso, young
A203 Adezs lawrence, to provide a more complete and
formmlized answer L0 these Southern demands for fectorioes
ia the Southes & more typicel oxasmple of the Yankes entre~
pronour and industrisiist couldd herdly be found thsn thie
young man, now in kis mid-thirtlies, o had established
bimsell in nls own bLusiness alter grsduating froa dsrvard
ia 1030 A8 & sonior, polsod esgorly on the thresbold of

Ln. e Allun L0 Amos Lawrence, Jeanuary, 1949,
A. e sotters, A.H8., IX, 463,

“dunt's Merchants' Magazime, XXX (1849}, 492-502.



his future, he cendidly admitted: “to be rich would be my
delight.™ Although be realized with perfect frankness that
with the successful "sachine™ which hils father and uncle
ned painstakingly orested, "my advanteges for beooming rich

are groat,” the mere accusulation of weelth for Lfts own
sake was far Irom belng hils llfe's amdlition. Ho was not
going to bs a Plodding, narrow-zmiaded™ merchant, sooped up
in the nolsy city with hies mind chalined to the counting-
room; no, be was going to be m man of the world, & iiterary
man "in some messure,” &nd & Lerser too, with & happy, rustie
cottege somswbiere in the swdurbs. In sn exposition of
idess which were to re-emerge & penerstion later in the
writings of his own son, #lillam lawrence, the future
Splscopal Blanop of Massachusetts, noted proponent of e
"gospel of woalth," young Asce Adass Lawrence considered
that & men should be “"willing end gled to be rich.' "A
§00¢ man will willingly ondure the labor of taking care
of his property for the sake of cthers whom ho oan »0o mach
benerit by 1t," he wrote, anticipating the idea of the
"gtewardship of wealts" Ly half a century.>

Now, some tweaty five yeera later, the young man

wan fresident of the Cochieod Milis, Yressurer of the
Selson Falls Xills, and held directorates Iin such important

l'h.n'm‘ - ’ g; 25=4« 3See Rt. KRevw.
#illiam Lewrence, on o . to Morsls,” !gfm;

» & (Janwwary, 1901}, S86-202, for = clesslc statomnen
rogarding tho relstionship of personsl wealth to the ocommon
woilare.
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gorporations as the Suffolk Fank, The American Insursnce
Office, thoe Eoston Watar Fower Corporation, and the

¥1ddlesex Camal.) Heplying to Jewes through the columms

of Hunt's Mepshantg' Asgazine, Lasrence took 1ssue with

the ongineor by indicating his bellef that immediate prospeants
for Southern textlle mills seemed dAim Decause of the Sbsenos
of sufficiont sapitsl and s “radical defect™ in astesx power.
Nevorthaless, e Now Znglander sasured his Criends in the
South thet with sufficlont akill, industry, perseverance,
sad capital, "success will follow at the South ss well as

st the Nortn."® Young Lawrence, however, was partioularly
disturbed by shat he considered the general Scuthern notion
that the Northern textile manufacturor aild 1little work,
suffored fow risks, and =made fabulous profits over night.
"Jenersl James,” ho wrote to a4 friend, "is doing considersdle
harm by writing to the Southern mariket, stating the grest
profits whish we make DY manufacturing &t the Yorth," and
expressed nis foars that thia would losd to s rash of
hastily constructed faotories throughout the South whieh

awrence, Amos A. iswrease, pp. 57-8.
“Bunt's Merchunts' Magasine, XXII (1250), 26-38.



would only odd to the Tsver-zrowth of fsotories which
slresdy prosses us down."?

in a sizmilar vein, young Lasrence wrote to the
Soutiiern industrialist, #illism Gregyg, commenting favorably
upon several artlcles shloh Ureogg had written for Junt's,
sdvocating laduetry in the Soutn. #raising the calmnéss
and obJectivity wilth whilch the JoutlLerser viewed Lhe
relative sdvantages of the Forth sand tns South for menue
faoswring ostton, Lawrenco sent Out of nis way to demonstirate
the risks and daasgors of induatrislizetion. PEusineas iz not
200d in the Horth, ue warned:s cotton 4» Righ, lshor {»
nigh, prices are low, and goods have stockepiled slarmingly,
At the present tiae,™ he coaplrined, “we are in u gad

oondxuon.‘g

Uregg's porsooml roply to Lawrense wae
equally candid. Althowgh Gregg felf thmt Lewrence 444 not
fully appreciste the “Southern charsoter and the cepasity
of the poor of our ocountry %W ocompete with the Yanimen in
manufssturins,” no scknowledssd tiat the New Znglander's

trostaent of tho economio prodlem was substantielly correct,

Aimoe A, Lawrepnce to N, Silsbee, Nov, 10, 1849,
Re As 2o fotlordook, M.HS., 1, 15,

; SLawronce to Willlsm Oregy, Aug. 21, 1850, 1bid., Pe
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Deapite the difficulties in the path of Southern industrial-
fam, Uregg maintained, the South would schioeveo ita gosal.
This did not o, Do hestily assured Lawrence, that
esonontio coaflict would nocessarily result, On the ocontrary,
Gregs contimued, "I don't think thet you Zsstern manu-
fectureres nsed have any fears of serious competition from
the South, for sush investments are slowly made in all
SOUNLri6s Whers mANMTESIUrOS &re introduced...."t

Uregg'e opinion, thet nolitier section had snything
to fear from the other, had 1%z echo in the North. In a
personal lsatter to Nobvert Barmwsll Knett, of South Garoline,
old Ax0s lawrence insisted thst jlew Englsnd would never
stend in the way of the South's industrisl progrean.
[n response %o Hoett'a bosast that 1a ten years South
Carolina would be spinning its own cotton orovp, Lawronce
of fered nothing but encouragement, snd indloated Ehat
thers was plenty of room for everybody. “de of dsssachusetts,”
Lo srote, "will gladly surrender to you tie manufacture of
cosrss fsbriss and twm owr industry to making fine sr:lcles.”?

— —

lgilitan Gregz to Am>s A. lawronce, Sept. 2, 1850,
As Ae Le Lotters, M.H.S8., Viii, 120.

2inos Lasrence to Redert B, Huett, Des. 12, 1849,
Lawrence, Pisry, pp. 274-6.



S0 well known in fect, had the sonciliatory and
encouraging sttitwde of prominent New fnglend manu=
facturers becoas in the South, that in 1848 & number of the
lending citizens of Kichmond, Virginie, most of thex seabers
of the State legislature, requested ADbLoOtL Lawrence to come
down and ostablish a manufscturing towmn &t the Great Falle
of the Fotomes, Just as he nad founded the sity of Lawrence
st the great falls of the Merrimes. "We look to New
England's noble, intelligent and enterprising sons and
daughters,” taey wrote, "to resr those industrisl and wruly
natlonal monussnts of labor in the 'Sunny South,' whish
pow adl 30 muca to the energy, sagacity and weslth of owr
Eastorn brotarene.s.®> Altnough ADLOLt Lawrence found Lt
Japosaidle to sccept the offer, dus to the heavy responsi-
tilivies of hile enterprises in Now England, the flattering
invitation itsell indicates the fact thsat neither the
industrisl intoreants of the Norih aor those of the South
considered that tholr respective economio Lntereats pre=
cluded [ntersestional ald or matusl ansistance.

Thne loaders of Boston cupital cbviously could see

ne confiloting economlo prodiow==porsonal, sectional or
pationale--which could not be compromised to the satisfaction

axn. s PPe 32=4, Thne formsal

iavitation wes trans wrencoe through the Honm,
Willian S, Areser, U, 3. Senator from Virginie.
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of all concerned. Tnis was not merely & teaporsry poliaqy
of convenience and expedisncy, Put & matter of permanent
economic swvival., Northern {ndustrislists 4id not look
upon the ecenomy of the North as competing with, or
essentially antagonistie o, the econdmy of the Southe=
rather, they regarded bDoth coonomios as complementary.
The South produced the raw meterials, the Horth manufscotured
them==and one soction wis an économic nom=-entity without
tne other. 70 preserve political unity within the United
Stetes, thes, was to preaerve the balanse of sestiunsld
production. Tho sudordination of seoctionsal intersats and
regional desires to the greater interests of nationsal unity
pow Decame the chief goal and end of the “Cotton Muige®
in the decade o follow. Only by meanns of comproxise,
soncession, sutual understanding and forbearanss, souvld the
unity of the natica Do szintsined and the northesrd flow
of ocotton go on wninterrapted.

Keanwhile, howaver, the rspid progress of national
ovents was ruaning oountar to the feverish atiempta of
the "Cotton wuigs® to develop sectional harmony and
national pesce. &ver since the ammexation of Yexas, war
with Mxico was only & mettor of time, On May 11, 1846,
Prosident Folk sent his fumous mcosage O Congreas, statirg
thet Amorioan blood had beon shed "on Aserlcsn 20117 and



asking that &£ll mesns for "prosecuting the war with vigor"™
o placed 4t the dispoanl of the ixeoutive. The answer
whs prompt enougn: The next day wer wes declsred, a2
Congrese provided enm appropriation of $10,000,000 ard
suthorized an ermy of 80,000 volunteers. The wer with
doxloo was onl"

e Noxiosn wir was far froa populdir with large
sogments of the Amerloen populece=~both in the South ee
woll 83 in the Northe~ultiiough the reasons verfed greatly.

in the South, Pemocrat as woll as Whig party
lesaders fesred the consequencos of & long wer prosecuted
by the Federal Govermment. With the incressed nstionsl
sosts shilch would arige from un enlarged militsry ostablishe
ment and tae higher nusber of federal office-holders, s
demand For a higher tariff would be sure to result,
Alexander H. Stephens and Hobert Toombs of Goorgia
denounced the war in open terms, the Unharieston Mercury
sonsistently opposed nostilities, and Jobn C. Calhoun, the
great pro-olavery leader, wes ussparing in his oritiolsm
of bow the justice snd the wisdom of the war.”

1llanes D. Richardson, ed., W
(1) vols.; Washingtom, y AV, i
s Aot Sosnion, ppe 7 .
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Froa Hew Englund, too, came the wrosr and clamor
of outspoken opposition to the policles of the Polk
sdminfistration. Convinced Deyond srgument that this wer
with Xexloo was the direat outgrowth of slavooracy's greed
for eapire, an amszing srray of politiclians, sbolitimists,
pacifista, reformers and anti-expansionistes sot up & fesrful
din. Anti-slave elomenta in tne Bay State now found theme
solves Joloed Ly & party of young Whige=-~Charles Sumnor,
Honry Wilaon, Jumes G, falfrey, Charles Fpancis Adans
and lorsce Mann~-who hat finally bolied the 0ld conservative
party lesdership snd were f4Ciag thelir voless to oppone
violently every aspeat of the war whilch they ascribed to
a disbolicel slave-holding p].c.n.l

Keluotant %0 go to these axtreses beocause of
thelr sensitive assoclations with the Souta ("Further
sotions would only embarrass our Southern Enig rfrierds in
Congreas,” Abbott Lawrence told Crittenden of Kentuoky); yet
alnceroly opposed to further territorial expansion, the
"Zotton Ghigs® cmutiously tried to base their opposition to
tho war with dexice on shat they hoped wore the lean
sxplosive snd more ratlionsl groundes of constitutional

*5tlson, Egwer, 1, 7-17; Deriing,
sassachusetis, 5o St




principles.d Daniel Webster ssoused Fresident Polk of
baving uswrped the Constitutional powers of Congress:

"snat 1e the value of this Gonstdtutionsl proevision,” he
asked, "1r tho Presidont of his own suthority mey meke such
military sovements as wust bring on e in toe Senste,
Jobn Devis, a “"Cotton Wniz® choles from Massachusetts,
conscienticugly provided one of the two negative Senstorial
votes &geinst the war.” 3ack in Xassachusetts, Oovernor
Brigge steadfantly refused to commission officers of a
compeny of wolunteers unless they promised not to mara:
beyord the bounderies of the State.” Amss Zawrensce sneered
st Mapsachusetts volunteers as “"the most alserable, dirty
and worn-out wreotchos that cen be scraped up this side of
the infernal reglona,” wnd aven refused to give s young
friend, on nls way to the war, enough money to buy & pistol.
"1 could not wish theam success in Mexioo," the elderly msn

”Abbou lawronce to John J. Crittenden, April 5,
m‘. Oi‘ltwa “‘l. &o 0-

Saebster, writines, IV, 31-2.
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wrote gravely, "but gave nhim some books, & Bible, and good
counsel.*? Congressman Kobert 3, Winthrop summed up the
comservative position quite well: "S0 far ao we have powore-
conptlitutional or smoral power--to ocontrol political events,
wo are rosolved that there shell bo no further extension of
the territory of thils Union subject to the Lnstitution of

ohvcy."s

Tis 4id not monn, ho was gquick to emphasize,
that bo wss boing "false to the ligrth or to the Scuth," dut
that, on the contrary, heo wes trying %W ocmbine "that sense
of the evils of slavery which i3 common to the Froe Stagtes"
with “"that respect for the Cosstitution snd the Union which
would {mnfringe on no right of e Slave States R

Y0 the young redionls and sager sbolli tionlsts
of Massachusetts, however, the passive resfatance and the
sonstitutional gestures of the “"Cotion Wuilga™ were regarded
as nothing more thsn &n obvious sudterfuge for ssintaining
ecoonomio relations with tho South. The Boston Mnig, »
leading party organ oontrolled by the "Consclonce Wnigs,"

openly denounced the war &s & bLy-product of the alllaace

linos Lasrence to Mark Hopkins, July 19, 1348,
As Lo lotters, #.2.5., IX; and Lawrence, Diary, p. 236,
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petwesn the "Cotton Whigs" and the Slave-sxpansionists of
the South. The lesasachusstts legislsture went 20 far as
to State that the war had been "unconstitutionslly comsenced
by the order of tie Fresident to Ueneral Taylor...," «ad
accused the United Stautes of scting like sn sggressor and
8 congueror. It was o Gurlstisn snd patriotic duty,
stated the segislsture, "ror sil good eitizens to Joinm in
efforts to arrest this war."t

Seationel opposition to the war with dexloo
sppotired to bte confined to 1solated pockets of resaistance,
however, as these grave tones of Glespprowval from the Northe
o235t wore virtuslly droaned cut In the wild enthusisss
siilal caxme rolling In from the Western plsins. JSpurred
on by visioze of conquest, gold and glory, thousands of
wostern volunteers esgerly jolnmed the colors., The
Alssieaippl Vealley and Zexas togoetlher supplied elmost fifty
thousend volunteors==as compured with the thirtessn Lhcusand
sn0 oame marching out from the seaboard O“t.’og

Li. Vo kmos, ed,
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Cnoo the war was sotuslly begun, and Ameriom
trooDa were mmeting the enemy on the field of battls,
oven hostile public opposition took on & dosldedly 4lfferent
sceploxion, Thero was, after all, ne point in continuing to
burl hypethoticel argumento ot a falt acoonmpili; end 20 most
of tae opposition shrugged hopelassly and sduitted no other
siternative but to prosecute the war to & vistorious
oonticlusisn. Caro woulsd have to be taken, however, to see
that this undesirable conflict 4id not produce ogqualiy
undesirsble consequences.® Eeston in 1ts sttempts to
prevent the war itself, the opposition adopted a “watsh-
dog® ettitude pledged to oliminate the ovil results of an
unwarranted gggresaion. Hegerded ss capecislly Afesatrous
would be the sogquisitica and sanexation of the vast
atrotches of Mexlcan lsnds in the far Weot. In the House,
Winthrop denounced the idea that "1t {s worthy of us to
take sdvantage of this war to wrest 1t /Ferritory/ from
Nexio0o by foree of arms and to protrast the war until she
will consent to cede Lt to us by & treaty of peace.*®

Southorn slaveholders sgain for=oed = rather
incongruous elliance with Nerthorn Whlge in opposing this

lﬂ!.nuxrop, Mamolr, e 0.
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possibility--although for completely Aifferent resscona.
The South feared that free states would be forswd out of
conguered territory, and thus upset the procaricus balsce
of power; the North feared that slave statos would result
from expension and that slavoorassy would be sxtended into
the Bestern lsnds. Emotion proved more powsrful than logie,
thon, & Borthern Wnlgs and Southern Descorasts: stood shioulder
to snoulder, sgreed that the indestructadls force of Manifest
Sontiny would deah 1%e0lf to pleces upon the immovadbls
object of iatergectional mord.l Ydo beliove that Wils
war ought nover to nave Deen begun," deslared Hobert OC.
Nintarop in the House, sumaarlzing thie convistions of his
ecolleagues bask in Hoaton, “and we do not wish to haw it
zado the protext for plundering Kexico of one foot of her
ands .*°

But they arzued in vain. The wolces of restraint
and moderation wore practioally unheard amid the mounting
and almoat hysteriosl deomands that the victorious United
Statos should stop at nothing loss than the sequisition of
ALl of doxioco. Mounting public opinion was chanting the

”a\trl«ton Fob. 1, 1847; Artawr L. Cole,
{kasnington, 1913), pp. 104=134.

“Spesch of Hobert C. Winthrop, Jan. 5, 1847,
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thome of Wunifest Lestiny, urging that the pondiag tresty
be sorsppod, and desanding that the lands of Mexico be selsed
without further notlce or negotiation.) Presidest Polk,
nowever, anxious to Lead off en “all-lexioo" aaspaign,
acoepted the Tresty of Ouadelupe :=1¢slgo and sent it
Lomodintely to the Jenets for retification., In Mareh, 1648,
vith & stroke of the pen, the United Stetes relleved dexico
of about twoeCAfths of her lunds,?

The "Cotion Wndzs™ were sppalled at the cmormfty
of the crime, and Serrified et tho conseoguences--especially
if the viotory ovoer Mexioo were to Lo tho signel for the
opening of &ll the Westernm lands to the institution of
slavery. "i do not telleve ss individusl men, that one
fourtn of our people would sanstion in tneélr neighbor's
sonduot towerds thelr fellow men, sush as they vosiforausly
wprove in the Government towards poor Mexieo,” wote
#illion Sharp 50 Ao Lawranoe from biles plantation An
Louisisna. "Nothing good can some of this, You and I
may not live to S04 Ly, but our ohildron will," ne prophnested.
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"Hotritbution will come in some shepe &t soms Gay." Yos,
indeed, agreed lLawrence, "Uod's curse will assuredly rest
upon he Iniquity of our nsticn. We have aoquired
willtery rouosti in this wer,™ the old mun eighed, “at the
coat of our national character for justice and truti.
o wole cowse of our Jovernment from the admiasion of
Texas to the precont time hina Leen such S8 o make ¢ feold
that our foundstion (tue virtue and lntolligence of the
poople) Le not a sure one for us to rest umm.'g
Althougs the Enfgs ware relieved that the mvement
for the moquisition and sbsorption of all Mexioo hed teen
shecked, they continued Lo romalin concerned at the prospects
of the uncondltional expsnsion of slavery. Thore was only
one wey in shich the evil consequences of the wir might be
aitigetod satinfactorily--and st Lhe sace time ssoure the
continued friendstly and co=operation of the Southn:
Mat was for tne "rignt" Anige--the “Cotton Wnigs®™~-to gain
political control in the approaching elsctions of 1848,
With the right kind of o Freaident snd a sufficient nuxber

of the rignt kind of votes in Congreas, the possibility of

d.1111an Sharp to Amos Lawrence, Oct. 1, 1845,
A L. lottors, ‘03030’ i,
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uncontrolled slevery in the Westeram torritorics z=ight at
Lleast Bo postponed-«if not prevented, With a zeot and
enthusiasm proportionate to what they concelived to be the
seriousness of the ocomsion, the "Cotton Wnigs™ began
elaborate preparstions for the csupsign of '48. Slavery
sust be kept out of the territories--but not 4t the coat

of soscession, disunion and wer,



CHAFTEN LV
JENTLEKLH'S MHUEEGNT

o nolee of the war with Noxlieo nhad berdly
subzided, and the excltament over the Treaty had tarely
aoated, wnen the nation began to prepare for the soming
Fropidential olection. Jeames L. Folk, oxheusted by the
oxporienses of bis bestls single term, refused to atand
for re=electlon in 1048; and os0 e lesoerets dhose lowls
Jass of Wlohigen, & well=knosn and outspoken sdvocate of
expansion, SO carry OUt the aabitious demands of Janifest
Dontiny.t

he "Cotton wiige® made thelir preparstions care-
fully, coneclous of lne dissatrous offects whlch would
follow o defent 3t the polis. Ghould the Deaoccrats win,
the subsequent dlscussiona in Congress regarding the future
of the Western lande would undouvittedly be sontrolled by a
pro-slavery clessnt whish might tarow all Western lands open
to unreatricted alavery. If, opn tue olher band, the
Sgonecience wnigs" should sueceed Lfn getting & slste of
candidates Linto office, slavery in toe torritories would
cortalnly be opposades«dut by & group 80 oponly hostlle and

d%ovins, Polk, ppe $25-6.
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80 ObnOXicusly out=spoken, thet the friendship and co-
opersation of the Southern stetss would be lost. No, the
only possible alternative was for the "Cotton Whigs" to
control the state snd nationel political conventicns, elect
won Of property and stending to publie office, and eventuslly
WOrx out a naticmal policy regsarding Western lande which
would plsce restrictions won slavery in the territories,
but wnion would, at the same tliae, &saure the South that
neither her social nor economic wall-being would in say way
be impaired.’

#ith tols thought o =ind, Ehig party lesders at
the national oconvention whioh opened st Fhilsdelphie in
June, 1845, passed over such regular candidetes as Clay,
Weobater, Saott and Molean, and nominated, instead, the now
militery hero of the dey, Usneral Zacshary Taylor, the
colorful hero of Buens Vista.® tho "Consolence Whigs®
were furious. Taylor, they charged, was a "favorite
candidate of the slave-holders,” and was selected because
he was the “only Southern muwn who could be olooted ™

1? tt Lesrence Lo John J, Grittonden, Sept. 18,
1“8, '"0 ’ 19‘9. &tt‘m .‘.O. i‘. c.

%3, 3. Srittenden to A. T. burnley, July 0, 1849,




L

the fiery Cnarles Allen wes on hia foet to denounce “the
porpotusl surrender™ by Nortnern ahigs to thelr "Southern
sonfederatea” of the "nigh offices and powers of the
Governmont.® "You have oven présumed,” he continued,
turning in the direction oF AbLoLt lasrence, Who waes rumored
Lo Dé theo mext Vice~Fresideat, "that the state whioh led
the first revolution for liverty will now desert thst csuse
for the wiserable boon of the Vice-Frealdenay.” “sir,*
roared out, "Kessachusetts will spurn the bﬂbo.'l
Becopding hisz colloagus, Heary eilson labelled Taylor's
noadastion as "anothor and s slignel triumph of the Slave
Fower," and pudblicly voesd=-"20 help) e Jod%--to do "all 1
can to defeat the election of that cundidste. In the
mldst of upeoar and wild dlsorder, the two "Consoleénce
andge," allen and Wilson, strode out of the convention
nall,®

e "Cotton wnige® went snosd, howsver, dige
regerding the outbursts of thalr younger mesbers, and
proceeded to the work of selecting thelr Vice-Fresidentisl
eandidateo. vune of the mont prominent candidates was Abbdott
lewreace, the nationglly known industrialist and textile

——
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Crittenden GO doo;n He 3’@% n:o. ¢, 1843, Soloaan,

Spitiepden, 1, 329-30.
Zusleon, Slave Fower, IL, 138,



zanufscturer of Massachusotts; snd the usually reliabls
souroes had long ago Agreod that it wap golng to be & Taylore
Lasrence tlcket, with Fobert §. winthrop mentioned as thes new

Seoretary of ucu.“

Certalinly thereo was mach t be said rfor
the nominetion of Lewrence. [e had served in the Zouse of
Kepresentatives, 2old & position on the Haine BSoundary
Commission, had been &a K0tive Muig party worker for many
yo&rs, and was more than acceptable o avst Southern Eniga.
Judge Henry Adams bBullard of New Jrleans sssured nhis old
friend, Amos Lswrance, that the delsgates froa loulsiane
would certslaly back Zaylor and his brother Adbott. "A
stronger tisket could mot de formed for the South,” he
declared.? Similar word scems fro= H. N. Judge of South
Garolina, wio told Amos [awrence that "It would plesse us
all very wach™ to sco Adbott elested. "Ho would not only be
ornamontal,” he added, "but userul in Washington in those
times of trouble."d

Abbott Lawrence sis to find, howover, that he had

aore enenxdes in the North than in the Sxath. His sctive

Lstathrop dgzolr, pos gO=1; H111 dxbovy
pPe 78~9. Bee Abbot'& m:;co Lo S, I’kmr: (a .m'
and H. M. Blatohford, dsquires, May 12, 1849, A. L. Letters,
.Cﬂ.a.. ll. m.

28¢nr Mamzs Bullsrd to Amos Lawrence, New Oriseans,
m ‘. m‘. &. ’- 219.

S5. M. Judge to Amos Lawrence, Butaw, Mey 2, 1848,
ibid., p. 191,
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support of lenry Gley 4o '"42 and '44 had angered the dic=
bard webster men, and now his support of General Taylor st
the '48 conventlon hed turned the Slay men against h&n-l
Free~soil oen and “"Consclenoce-Mnigs™ sullenly opposed the
sanulecturer, growling that ootton should nd be put at beth
ends Of the Clcket=-a bitter reference Lo Taylor's back-
ground &5 A louisiane slavenolder.® It was a hard core of
these pro-webster, anti-szlavery Whigs who steadfastly refused
to yield a cruclal Tloo of six votes o0 Abbott Lawrence,
with the result that Willerd 7. Mlluore of Xew York was
brougnt forwerd Lo receive the nominstion &= Wnig candidete
for the Vige-:Tesldenoy. This was aweel rovenge, end with
obvious sstisfaction, Heary Wilson took prids in the fact
toat ne sod nis Froo~Soil ocolledgues were primasrily
rosponsible for lawrence's defest. “Unquestiomably the
declarations andé actions of ¥&r. Allen and #r. #llson led %o
tals result," Wilson wrote, “end guve to Now York the honmor

stich wes intended for their own Commnwealith.™ Burning

Y5121, Abvots Lawrsnce, pp. 78-9.

’o:nmu Ven Deusen, (Boston, 1947),
59. 160=1. o sec Amos Lawrence sident Hopkins,
wne 12, 1848, lawrenoe, Liery, pp. 258-9,

®uilscn, Slave Power, II, 137.



with rage, Mobert G. ¥inthrop dencunoced the "Consclence men®
wno bad turmed szainst thoelr own party. "Hirst they tried
to defocat me as Speoker," he told Nethen Appleton. "Second,
they tried {and succeoded) to defeat ¥r. Lawrence as Vice
Presidont .t lawrence, nowever, acoepted the defest with
g00d grace~-ne nhad not looked upon the odscure office very
nighly, aoysiy--and went on %o Fizut wist he considered the
groator battle, the maintenance of moderstion and co=
operstion between the sections. "I intend...to sbendon sll
busineas of u privete charecter snd give aysell up entirely
to ths grest snd sore lsportant business of the country in
the election of Genersl Taylor," Lawrerce ol Seastor
Crittonden of Keatuckye "1 neve slresdy nede ongagesonts
to sddress the pecple, and &3 far as writinzg, speakins and

payiod, ay friends will ot f£ipd =e vanting.*® "I aa willing

Lo #pend and be spent,® Le wrote to Hathan Appleton, to
*¥ Us worked hard
snd long for the succese of the “aylopr-Pllimore tickot

promote "the great causé of conservatism.

l'kobort C. Sinthrop to ¥athan Appleton, July 23,
1848, #intarop Expers, M.6.8,., LXVI, 1285,

8tbbou Lewronce to Jonn J. Crittenden, Sept. 18,

1846, Crittendon Mas., L, C.

d.bbott lLewrence to Nathan appleton, Mug. 11,
1848, 4111, abbott .iswrengs, p. S0.
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Unuwere thet deatiny had just passed nim by; for M. Addott
loawrence might have becomes the twelfth Fresident of the
United Slates DU for thé margin of those six votes,

“he elsotion of 1848 was marked by the apposrance
of a taird national psirty, the Free-Soil perty, wiich was
forped by s combinaticn of those wno elrosdy disspproved of
the beaocratic platform of pro-slavery éxpansion, and taose
L0 nad now 00me O regard the regular dhilg perty sa too
vacillating and compromising to sny loager command their
politicsl alleglence.® Abolitiontsts, sembers of the
dverty party, santi=slovery Lemoorats, the dissatisfled
"Consclense Whigs® of dsssachusetss, snd the radicsl "Bsrn-
purners” of New York, sll bended togother under the slogan:
Srree Soil, freo speoch, free lador and free m.'g Noving
forespd with sll the forvar of sn evangelistis orusade, tho
Free-Soilers selsoted the formor Now York Demoorat, Martin
Van Buren, s# thefr new Fresidential candidate, and chose
Gharles FPranocis Adawme, a prominent Bay State “Conzolence
Walg® ss wwelr Vice-Fresidentisl cendidste.”

1
Mary Lawren Asce Lawroace, Nov. 4, 1550
A e u‘t.".’uouOSQ .eg ‘3“ ’ : »

a"m'm- Slsve Power, 1, 372-8.

tts, pp. 368-6. and Faulicmer,
‘quchmot.t.-. &V’
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Althougn the new Free-loll party felled To carry
& single state, it succeeded in taking 20 msny New York
votes away from the Demooratio sandidats, Cmse, that the
Anige were able to capture that atato. In 16848, as Neow York
went, 0o wont the nation, and the Whigs viotorlously put
Gonoral Zschary “sylor ia the Enite !man.1 Bat thils was
destined to be one of the classic Pyrrhfe victories of
American politicel history. With 1its subterfuge candidats,
Tsylor, sno know nothing sbout politics and less adbout the
slavery Lsaue, tihe old-time Hhig:s may have susceocdod
mosentarily in disrupting the Jsmoarstic machine, but they
bed also succeoded In providing tho baslis for thelr own
destruction. For, regarding Taylor's noainstion as the
finel outrage, e "Consclence Wnige™ could restrais them=
selves no longer, and bolted the Vnlg party for good.
Condemning the "conspirssy™ between the "cotton-planters
and fleah mongors of Loulefians and Liselsaippi® snd the
"sotton spinners and Lraffickers of New Sngleand," Charles
Samer branded Taylor's election as the result of the union
of "o lords of the Lesh and the Lords of tzo loom."

libbott Lawrence to Joan J. Crittenden, Nove /7,
1848, Orittanden Mea., L. C»

28:&;& bgplotou and Cherles Sumner, Correspondence,

July-September, 1842, Nse., Fore Dook Uepartoent, G.F.k.,
froa the original letters in the posseassion of #illiam S.
Applaton, copled by ¥. B. Perkine, 1874,
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The Whilg Yerty hed lost tho dynsalo young “Consclonce Wnigs®
forever, snd without young blood in 1ts veins It would only
be & matter of time before polliticel zizer mustin set in.

Yor the time being, nowever, the old-line anigs
were oontent to acoopt tholir victory at feoce walue, and use
toe precious time to get & many of thelr own men into key
positions as quickly as possible. Although Senetor John J.
Crittendenof Keatucky had been offered any Sabinet post in
retwrn for his stsunch support of Tayior, he preferred to
accept nis eloction to the Governoranip of mmcky."
devertholess, Urittonden carefully scrutinized every new
Cabinot sppointment, to be surs b at only aderste, proe
Tsylor ahigs wors sadmitted to the megic circle. Clayton
of Lelawsre, deredith of Fennsyivenis, Johneson of Maryland,
rreston of Virginls and Srawlford of Cedrglis were Cabinet
&ppointees whoso views wero consistent with the oconservative
acly tredition.®

For his part in Taylor's victory, Abbott Lawrence
of dessachusetts waps first considered for the post of
Secretary of the Troamsury, and then offered the position of

&‘o Fe. Gontry to Je J» crittenden, ¥ove 20, 1848,
and Alexsnder H. Stephens to Crittenden, Deo. 5, 1848,
OOIOIQD. m. 1. m‘.. 338-’.

zhobort Toombs to J. J. Crittenden, April 25, 1850;
g;ffo-tzﬂ avis to crl“.lﬁm. Jan « ”' 1“9. m' PP m.
340«
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Sogretsry of the hvy-l Woen Lawrenoce dedolined the offer,

apparontly bessuse it involvad too mush sdminietrstive work,
the now sdministrstion saw it to honor the prosiaent manu~
faoturer with Lhe post of Malster Lo the Court of 3t. Joaws,
whilch Lasrenos prowdiy sccepted &2 & more sultadle tribute
Lo tho same of bis family &nd bils own drillilant mm.g
With the new edminlatration in the lands of
moderates and conservatlivens, it was myone's guesn what the
outoome would be, and sten the Thirty=Firat Congress assenbled
in Lecombor of 1340, the olectriolcy of arisis osuld be felt
SVErYWIHere &t oen huncoed forward In their sests, waliting,
expoctant. It took sixty~threo ballots to elect & Spasker
of the douse, and tompess had beon Filed down to & halr trigger
by the time the explosive issuos created by the sexican Wer
caue up for dlscussion. Northern sentiment was deterained
to keep slavery out of the newly won territories, frowned
upon slsve trade in the natlon's capital, and wsa clearly
nostile $o the 1cCes of returuing fugitive slaves. Southerners
wore equally deteralned that slevery shiould be permitited in

limss Lewrence to AbDOtt Lawrense, Fob. 28, kardr 3,
Mareh b5, 1349, Lawrence, » PP 267-8., Also see Hovert C.
Winturop to Nathen A9pleton, un. 2, 1549, Wiathrop Yapere,
MabieSae, XOVI, 125, and Hathan &ppleton to Millard Fillmore,
iob. 6. 1849, :‘ut.hm appleton Popera, M.i.S.

2xn08 iawrence o & friend, July 18, 1849, lawrence,
2lacx, pe 269,
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the torritorles, tha! clave trade in the District of Columbia
wan perfectly peralssible, and that the Northern attitude
towsrd fugltive slaves wis asorally and constitwtionslly
indefensidlo. Flara-ups wore cosmon and flst-fignts wore
{frequent, as taunts, jeers, chargos and countercharges
reverberated turough the chambers. “Upon the whole,™ wrote
Fobert €. Winturop to Nathaa Appleton, "a sest in Congress
ts & most undesirable ponsesnion.”d

It was agsinst & Dackground of debate and furious
reorimination that tho olderly Hoary Clay rose slowly in
his plecs in we Sensts to provide & solution shich might
salvage some seadblance of natlonal unity and restore some
moasure of sectionel harmony. Clay's famous plan was g
powproaise, pure and siople, designod to appoal 0 as =uch
of the modersts sentlswnt of sll jartios as poesidle.
*lakon sltogether, in combinstion,” he explalned, "they
propose an amioable arrangesent of all questions in contro=-
veray betweon the free snd slave atutes, growlng out of the
gubjoct of ohuryo'e Poaco and zonciliation were the basie

lLyintorop, % pga - Winthrop to Mathan

m“toa #asnington, nthrop Pspers, X.N.8.,
131, Also see Holmsn uuuum. “iime Csve of tne
windsf snd the Compromise of 1850," Jourpsl of Southerg
Elstory, XXIil {1847), 331-353.

R i o ey A
(Chmpel 111, 1808), PP 199-36;;
(Boaten, 1937), ppe M-
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iagredients of the femous Compromise of 1860-~-but the
question was, mould any lesding politicsl figure second the
propossls of Glay?

On darab 7, 1850, Senator Daniel Wobster of
sasonchssetia, dofonder of tae Union, atatesman of national
renown, ant spokesmsan of the Llnterestsof tradition, property
and rospectability, roee Lo speck. An the last great aspsech
of nis 1ife, tae aging Senstor gave an eloquent defense of
the proposnls of Clay, and sdded hils own plea for compromise
sad pesce. Urzing & aationsl pollisy of tolersnce and mutusl
conconsion, Wedator condomned the I(nflexible sttitudes of
redical aboliticnists as well a3 rsdlcal zecessioniats as of
squel dengor to toe future of the Uniop.>

Antislevery sleasnts in Mssachusetts rose &3 &
man to sttuck wedster in violent and outraged iadignation.
Condommed Lin newspapers, mhgazines, speeczhes, snd sor=ons,
the “god-like" Denlel was now exooriated 8s a self-seecking
trelitar and an gpportunistis rascel. Theodore Farker cealled
nia another Benedict Araold, Horsce Mann ilkened him % &
fallen lucifer, and Jaxes Russell lLowoll =moro prossiocslly
eheracterized him as & stateamm "whone soul hed been absorbed

L.'b.‘..r. - , x. 80-99,.

-~

Also %6 Richard N.
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in LEriff, bénks and the Constitution, instesd of devoting
Bilmeelf to the freedom of the future.” He belleves thet
"goverament exists for the protection of property,” sneered
Relphi 4aldo Zmorson; wille dnittier ssdly ilsmentsd ",,..the
light swithdrasn which once he vot-ol" Zven gome of Wedstor's
staunch supporters could follow the great =an no longer.
014 Aava lasrence angrily compared his to lord Bacon and
growled: "I do most sincerely believe him among the wickedest
sen 1 over knew...;" and Joun surrey Forbes broke with the
Mnig Parcy forever Deckuse of st he sonsidered to be ths
defeotion of 1ts leader.® ine Soston Atlas, uruelly o
reliable index of conservative ¢plnion, reported that
wabster's speech ceused "dissstisfection,” and the editer
to0k ocasion to asaure nls reacders that thsse were not the
sentiments of the Mulge of New N\Bm.a

But to the New England business community aes &
wole, to & majority of the men of weslth and mroperty and

i

Parrington 11, 324-315; Clsude
Puoss, Dentel ’éﬂa'x%%&. lss0), 11, 213-227.
RS
AmO uma « 23, 1850
he Ao Lo uuon, g, Yt 'm& 30 Lawrinoe th v

M. Boodburn, Mareh 14, 1800, A A, L. uttorbook, u.a.a..
i, 92. Also see lugnes, Forbes, I, 1483,

sBvocton &e 18603 David Van
teseol, "Gontlomen o y and as--cmodn
Seantiment in Bocm. 1850," M Susrteriy, XXill
(1960) , 307~319.



standing, Senator Janiel wabster waa the =un of the hour.
daving appreciated the seriousnesn of the natlonal sl tuation,
sad having resilzed bow close the South hed really been to
secosslon ("the future historien will peuse withi astonishment
and terror when he comes to resord it," prophesied Hufws
Goats) the serohsnts mRud Dusinessmen of the North had been
Frapared to slutal at almost aay plean wnich offered oven the
slightost weasure of national pum.x Ihis wes 5y no

means the Dest solutlion, most ualnossmon azgreed, out Lt wes
fer better than disunion and war.® A5 the conservative
Laily Advertiser expressed it: "Tne Boston publie fully
sepport Mre Nobstor--notl with an enthusisstioc rush of diind
sdadrstion, btut with & calm bellof tiaet ke hes plssed &

voxed question in & position in shiodk 1t can Lo and must be
fairly eottled. .,
dugrtiger, wss "s monusent of nis powor of enelyzing
pubiic affaire, and of nis devotion to the intercats of the
Unlon, and the dellenco of the constitution that 1o the heort

sebstér's speech, coammnited the

"m-n, o A, 313, specch: delivered at the
Constitutional boﬁm Faneull Hall, Yoy, 28, 1850,

“Hobort €. Winthrop to BEdward Lverett, daresh 17,
L1380, Iverett Papers, #L...5., and Eobert C. Winthirop to
George sorey, #urch 10, 1850, Winthrop Fapers, H.i.S5., XOVI,

33. Also see Diary of Willian Appleton, p. 243,
“soston Deily Adveptisep, iazch 12, 1830,
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and 11fe of that Union."  As for the "dlsoatisruction®
reported by the Atlas, the Advertiser told its resders that

it had conduoted fte own "extended inguiry" snd found that

the "gonersl dlaposition® was o receive Webstor's spacen with
favor. Woreover this feeling “uss gelned grownd end ia

gaining ground as the epesan iz read and ro-~read."" in opder
Lo Lapress upon 1ts resders the Deneflflicisl effects that the
spsach wAs having upon the nation, the Advertiser clited the
Jdouppal of Jommorze which reportsd that "ir. Wedster's views
are acvoptable to the South, who sre /sig/ willing to serry
tiem out by leglslation.” The following dsy, the Journal
exponded further upon the luportance of Webster's stetesman~
anip. "ar. Weboter's views nave opened Lo Us & new snd
oheoring peospeot,” sald the influentisl crgen. "Ho nas
inepired confidence in the futurc mhiich was not felt Loforossss
The position of Northern conservatives is gloriously vindicsted
by &r, webater. A conservative say breathe freely in the North
aftor thie."$

Ysoaton Paily Mvertiger, Msroh 11, 1850,

&y 1850, Uoo Danlel Wsbaster to
BAwsrd Evere mcn 10, ieso. and tdwexd Everett to Dantel
Wobstor, #arch 12. 1850, Evorett Papers, MN.H.S,.

%70 z , Mashington, Mareh 7, 18850;
Soston Pally AGYVe [0 reo 9, 1880.
‘Mw- arah ©, 1080; Mvortiser,

Karch 12, 1850,
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e free-brestnling, exnllarated, conservatives of
Boston ovuald herdly witahold tielir gratitude sod spjreciation.
AlL throuwsh the State "inlon Meetinge™ were organized in
aupport of Wobster and the Compromise, and eight hurndred of
the mopt prominent citizens of the city promptly rushed to
&84 thoir well-kmown signatures to & pudblic letter to Daniel
webster . Approving the Senetor's aotions and endoraing
hig opinions, the letter sonoluded: “...ln & timw of almost
unprocedonted exsitement, when tho minds of men have been
bewildered by an apparent conflict of dutliee...you have
pointed out to a whole people e path of duly, have cone
vinced the understanding and touohed the coreclence of a
nation." Merchants such as lLawrence, Appleton, Porkins and
Anory: lssyers such as Choate, Lunt, snd the Curtises;
scholars such as Ploknor, Zverett, Frescott, and Sperks--
#ll sdded their voloes %o the pseans of praiese for the
great man whose speoach they regarded ss a milsatone on the
rosd to latersectional bu-mny.z "I hope soon to hear of
theo settlsment of the slavery question,”™ wrote Abuott
lawrence Irom his pow poat in ingland, and added oconfidontly:
"rentertain no fears for the ssfety of the Unton.*® A month

Yivown, Ghosts, X, 162, 173-4, 1i, 310 £f.

2g80ston , April 3, 1850, For
Wobstor's reply to the “Uoston zt:or. see 1bid,, April 13, 1850.

Sanrott Lawresse to Gemoral Dearborn, Apri} 2, 1850,
Hill, _Aﬁwm_t, s Pe T8. Also see Aot lawrence to
18, 1850, Zverett Fapers, N.H.S.



lator the Advertiser could survey the nstional situation and
sonfidently assure ite readers toat “...it noome to be
sduitted that thie orisis 1z to be passed by Judgement and
reacon inntesd of the old feshiuned ethod of tomhbawin and
casgon.'l
as the "Gotton Walgs® wore making every effort
to bolater thsir Gefenses In swpport of #edater and the
somPronise SroZrem, Sumoer brougnt tie tragis news of
fresident Tuylor's death. AbLott .awrsnce called the
Frecident's dents o "datlonsl calezity,” and Rovert C.
Minthrop referred to the news se & "munaorohp.‘g “Feor
old Zackl™ aiathrop moaned irreverently. “He died in the
bost time for himsell, but 1in the worst for everybody olae."
Unoortsin as to Vice~-sresident Fillamore's oxast sentizents,
tne Wnige walted neprvously. "rlllmore s an aslable,
exgellent, consofentlous fellow,” wrote Winthrop to &
friead. "kust he will Gv romsine to be sesn."t whe

Lenediate grief of the wikig party leoaders wog soon turned

1mcmW. April €, 18%0. &lso
200 me‘. m*l » .

2omott Lawrence to Amon Lawrence, Aug. 16, 1850,
Ae be mtiors, MeleS., X, DBY, and Ninthrop, MO Pe 127,

Shobert S. Winthrop so lathen Appleton, July 26,
1350, Winthrop Fapers, A.5S., XXAVI, 130,

‘m&mp. Hemolr, ». 129,




inte Joy, however, when Fllimore proved o De aven more
conservative than Taylor b&uol:.‘l Peniel) weoster wes
elevatod Lo the post of Jeorotary of 3tate in the new
fresident's cadinet, und Robert C. Wiathrop assigned to
Wwebster's Senstorisl cueir Tor the remalnder of the swuwr,
Woen the fall elootlione Ln Mascachucetta sent Ssawol A,
Bliot, & strong "compromise” mun, to Songresas, o be
Joined the following yerr by #lllian sAppleton, Webster
wae dolignted: "Wnen Bostun has been represented by
commreial mon, shé has slwaya bésn detter ropresented
than S any omor tn0."" e Hew magland statesmsn waa
pleced In & stronger position of politicel power than

o bod beon for many yoars, and sxpressed his plessure
At seeling the pondulum of pudblio sympethy moving in

wiatl 56 considered to be the direction of compromise snd

unton.®

o make matters even better, Fresident ¥ill=are,
WO Ll been improssed By the argusonts in favor of the

Cospromise to shion ne Had 1Llstened & preslding officer

licbort 0. Winthrop to J. €. Warren, Aug. 18,
1451, werron Sapers, HJE.5,, XAUX. Also see Abbote
Levwronce to A=y lawronce, ;sue. 18, 1880, A. L. leotters,

h.u.s., l. ml

38111. W. ps 58. Soo giszo Pierce,
. ’ M ' 2. 3. dororced to Je :0
r L ’ 30, m‘ Solonan ) Mthnd.a. A ? 381-4.

Jnoston Dasly Advertiser, Sept. 7, 1680,




of the Benate, now ocame out publlcly in support of the
Cozpronise~=to tine dlsgust of the New York antislavery
lesdors, Billianm H., Seward and Thurlow Weed-<but to the
delignt of the moderate shlgs. Abbott Lamrence wes now
convinoed that Flllmore's new Cabinet would “sommand the
sonfidence of the Country" and eventuslly settle the
agitating question.” Kobert ¢. Winthrop assured
Nathan Appleton that suah "ultra" Southerners s Stephens
snd Toomba (the "duo fulnina bLelli") were certein to be
recallod and repudisted; and was quite sonvineed that
"the Unilon 1s sefe, noteithstanding the oscsasional
gesconading of Ultra~ists at both ends of the Union."2
Scuthern #higs asreed with their Northern brethren as to

prospocts for the future. Judge Ugdem of Bew Urlesns
songratulated old Amos lawronce tihat "tho danger with
which we have besn mensced hes passed;" and from Washirgton,
D. C., Judge Ballerd expressed sixmilar sentiments of

confidencs.® "Mere is no serious agitation here," ne
told Lawronce. "Ihe Administration 1s lmmensely popular,

Livbott Lawronce to Amos lawrenoe, My, 36,
m. ‘0 &. l““!“. ‘Oa.‘.. x. 6“.

“overt . Blothrop to Nathan Appleton, Aug. 18,
1880, winthrop Fepera, M.h.38., XXXVI, 139; Wiathrop to
Joiin C. Barren, Aug. » 1881, Warren Fapers, M.H.3,., XXIX.

Sk, N, Ogden to Amoa lLawrence, Lec. 20, 1830,
he Le Lotters, X, 709.
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without, indoed, 'wy formel oppozition; snd public affairs
g0 on very smoothly aend mrnouomly.'l

#ith the benedlotion of President Mllamore, the
direction of young Senator Douglas from illincis, and the
loyal support of Northern und Sout.pna uWbige, Zlay's
"Oemibus UL11" wes finally passed. <alifornis wae ellowed
to enter the Union 83 a free 2tste; the principle of
popular soverelignty wues esstablished in the territories of
Few sox100 and Utan; ten milllon dollars in claimo was
phid to Texse; the slave tral0 was #%0limed in the
Ristriet of Columble; end more effective fugitive slave
legislsation wee provided., By & narrow mergin, Clsy,
Pougling, wedster and olher Loderstes were convinoesd that
they had averted secesaion and grevented the dlaruption
of the l:aion.g

Eut the moderatea hed little time to colebrate
thelr triumph, for within Messschugette mn Lmportant
oontest of poilticsl strength was in process, with the

ooNSerVative advocater of coupromlise pitting tnelr strongth

agsinst the redical propoments of Free-Soll and free men.

» I
i A. Bullerd o Asos lewronee, Jen. 25
M’.. Ao L l::{OI'l, 503030. Ia 2l. : 4

ommreatter Saas ST RS Y,
{ vo - Ior
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For the "Cotton Wnsiga™ it was Armegeddon--the lsst desperate
tattle ggainst the forces of lawlessnsns and greed, the
last hope for pesce snd harmony. Anything less then victory
et this oruoisl point, they fesred, would mean the ond of
tae Unicn, secession and war, The subsequent withholding
af cotton supplies, the dlsruption of sredit, and the
stook market colilepse that would inevitabdbly follow, would
bring finencial ruin to every textile mill in the Hew
England area. Lesperately, the chalirsan of the MNssaschusotts
Wnig State Committee called upon every business man in the
sroa "to use sll the influsnce Lé can over those in his
ezploy, or in any way undsr nhis control “to bring s
arusliing defest down upon the beads of Mree-Sollers and
i‘nmrnu.l

e #nigs wore doomed to dissppointment in the
fall elections of 1350, however, &3 thelr oppositione-
"Consclence Wulgs,™ Free-Sollers and Lemcorats--dscided to
Join forces sad pool thelr votling au-oagtb.e Urdinarily,
slthougt they commandoed leas than forty=-nine per cent of

l'lw.g gircular, Nov. 3, 1850, signed by George
¥orey, Chairssn of the Whizg State Ceatral Committeey,k.il.S,.

Zgoaton Post, Sept. 19, 1849.



the Seate voto, the Meseachusotts Whige had usually been
&ble to ocontrol the State government through the solid
foston delegation they sent to the h;!.lht\:t..‘ In 1880,
howover, the "coslition,® as 1f was called, united on
candidstes for ths legislature in prasticslly every city
sncd toan in dessschusoltis and, so & result, overpowered
the toston bloc. Oy informal agréement, the victorious
bemoorats Lok over most of the Ltate Offlces and put
Robert Aantoul, Jv., into wWebster's unexpired Senstorship;
shile thoelr Free~Joll partners begen thelr preparations to
gend Guaries Sumner to the United Statos Senste in the
spring to take over Webster's ssut on 4 permanest buu."
oo "Cotton Wnige™ wore ocutraged at the prospect
of this nothoaded firebrand golng to Waahington O upset
tho netional equilidrius that debater and Clay had woried
s0 nerd to msintain. "PFor hesven's sake keep nim homel®™
Congresaman Jamuel aliot plended with imos A. lawronoce.
"You ¢an hardly imagine the disgust and loathing with
shioh such wen ea Sumnoer, ldale of Xew iHsspahire, Giddinge

L5600 Ho Omnhd‘ Feerson, “Freliminaries of
u:o Glvil War," s 4V, 4778, snd Fuulkner,
“Folitionl nu«ory. » PP 90-1.00.

2Anoa Lawrence to Mark dopkins, Sov. 11, 180,
LRerance, » Pe 287, ard opkins to iswrence, Nov. 27,
880, A, L. tors W.HoSa, X, 863. Also seo ¥llson
gggg D p 336-3613 Boston y J@B. 7, 3, l&bf.;
aton w. Jen. 21, « 8, 19, 24, 1851,
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end that set are looked upon by honest men here."’ Lesding
conservative «algs of Boston, including Lawrence, the
appletons, Hovert Gould Shaw, Usorge Lymen, and tho others,
necded 1ittle urging, snd began o engage in elaborats
plans Lo defest Summer. Tohe State Central Somanittoe

bogan contacting the major =mpulestuwring companien for
contributlions, wards and distriocte wore polled with expert
care, and srrangoments wore mmde for a4 specific nmumder of
men "good and true® in every town to huat up &ll Anigyes
snd any =an wno could cast a #hig vote~-and "garry theg

to the Ballot box."® Although Amce A, lewrence objected
atronuously o the custom of exacting political contri-
butions from sorporstions, he took a prominent role in

the battle to defeéstl Sumner, consclous of the effect

which such & defeat would have in Southern cireles.? During
too months of February, Keroh and April, 1851, Learence
conducted nuserous private sudsoription drives smong the
sost prominent men of Zostom in order to provent Susmer

lsamiol A. 5150t to Amss h. Lawrence, Jan. 23,
1281, Ay A ke Lotters, M.B.8., Vilil, 200. A&lso see
Fobert C. #inthrop to Nathan Appleton, Jan. 17, 1801,
Winthrop Papers, N.M.3., XXXVE, 144,

2 5000 K. Iyler (#xig State Contral Committes) to
Azos A. Lawrence, Veb. 11, l“l. A A, L. h‘“f.. Vlll. 210.

Sfawrence to Tyler, ¥eb. 12, 1551, A, A. L. Letter-
i, 266, and lawrence to Seamuel Ellot, Jan. 20, 18651,

ook,
ARdd:, 1, Re5.
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froa rescaling sasiington.?

in addlition to economlie pressures, the Wnigs
sttoxptod & polilticel coslition Of their ven by allying
thongelves with o s=zall group of “old gusrd" Jesoksocn
Vesocrats to shom Suaner wag loathisome, and who disapproved
of the Free-Soil combination.® Convinced that Susner's
election would ke & naticnal catastirophe, the Desworat
Caled Cusbing, used all his influence against Summer in
the Lemocratic ossucuses; and when he falled there, ke
took the fight to the floor of the House .o le tweeorn
Janeary 14 and April 84, 1851, pelitloal fortumes bung 1in
the balsnce willo twenty-six bdallots were taiken--until
Cnerles Sumner was finally olected by the majority of a
single vote. e sinners wore Jubllant,shile the
following day tno “Cotton Wnigs" sppeared on tne streets
of Doston with wide bande of black arepe on their srms.d

LMswrense to Willlam leton, Feb, 30, 1851,
Lawrance to Bara Ldacoln, Meb. % 1855, and lawrense apgoal
for funde %0 defeat Suwsmer, sarch 14, 1851, A Ae Lo Lottar-
book, H.H.0., ‘. 281, 263, 206. lawronce: Sudsaription "o
dafest Summer,” suren 14, 16bl, and Laerenges Subscription

to ‘2{1?” und, April 24, 1852, A. a. L. Letters, ¥.5.3.,
‘l. » -

eno’oert C. Winturop to George Morey, Jan. 25, 1851,
Winthrop rapers, M.E.8., AGAVI, 145, and Lesrence %o ir. Greem,
Hov. 16‘ A90C, A, A L. mtterbook, l, 211,

Sgoston Lutly advertiser, Jan. 16, 17, Peb. 8, darch 11,

”. 1851, Also see \IE z- ,G...
(2 vols«; How York, LOQ3), i1, 90-2008.

n:gugut.ﬁ:. april 25, 1881; Boston Post, Agril 25,
Albl. 800 Sli4a linpon e and Tiue
(Boston, 1874), ppe. 3 Ffau T, E)

story,® Coms. lst., iV, 99-200.



Mis conlition of snti=slavery whigs snd mti-slavery
Uemocrats hed Jumped perty lines to put into the Senste the
brililent orstor sho would lead the Froe~30ll omuse, Dut
egually significant, in terms of losal politics, this coaliiion
ned sliso pucceeded in breaking the power of tne "Cotton ahigs."
For the [irat time the povernment of the State of MHassachusetts
wAS 15 the nanCs of & group Of politliolans wno were openly and
AZuressively opposed to the principle of glavery.

Plabeartensd, DUt npot dlasouraged, mindful of their
011¢ core of political asupport in tue oity, the "Cotton
Wnize" contioued to fight on--soncentrating thelr offorta on
developing ¢ breach Lo the ranks of thelr combined ensmies.
he opposition press lsughed st the ploture of AdLoOtt
lawronce “"going sbout the Ststes drenching his pocket-rsnd-
kerchief with te&rs,” and at the noted manafacturer "dregging
hils wallet and contents out to 'feed' forty-one perambulating
Walg erators,’--but the results of such csavessing were soon

) §
Lo produce results.

it would sppear that in the your or so following
the passege of the Sompromise of 1850, & growing majority

*4111ten 5. Houlnson, Miarsingtos® Fen-Fortralts
(Boston, 1897), Ppe 203+,




of the Asorican people Lasd oume Lo look upon that plece of
legislation as the oaly praaticsal solution of a complex and
othersise insoluble wobloa.x By 1868 the Leascoratle Party
Ltself had come to recognize this foeling, and numinated the
son~cotmitial snd unsomaltted Franklin Plerce of low Haspahire
as tuelr Fresidentisl nomlnes, heading up & perty progras
wilel formally accepted the Compromine of 1050 as the finel
settlesent of tho slavery proble=. With something llke a
national sigh of relief, the bulk of tiw Amorilsan poople
c881 Loelr vote Oor the emooratic party &3 & mesns of
pushing the extravegant slavery loosue into the Limbo of lost
causes. Southern Unlonists too, fesaring thet the Jorthern
®igs would all be convorted to the "Consclence" cause,
threw the weisnt of thelr votes to the lLomosratic ticket,?
ihe few York "Barnburners™ broke off their connections with
the Free-Sollers snd returned W thelr native Lemdaratic
party.® and in Messachusetts, these lstest dsvelopmsnts
saused almost {anediste Alssolution of the powerful anti-
wnlg ¢oalitioa. The loosl Democrats could hardly take &

‘IW Pelly Mdvertiser, Sept. 7, 10503 Kuodes,
MO ’ .

2
Ses Edward Stanwood W
{2 vols.; Bomton, 10168), 1, 243-287.

“Van Leusen, ITpurlow aesd, pp. 101-2,
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different stund froam that of thelr national party, and a0 Bad
po alternative ot to cempelzn for Plerce and the Compromiss,
e Free~Sclliers, on the other hand, could naver bring thene
$0lvos O &COPT tho ouIragecous Coxpromise plank--gnd 5o the
short=lived partoeronip was Muo.‘luﬂ.1 Altzough the loosl
Wnigs sotually gelned fow sdditionsl votes, the bresk-up of the

coalition meant that the Whigs sould regain sontrol of the
o%ate legialature with their solid Boston vote, «ith a
mijority of ten votes tue WMulgs put in 2 slate of State
officers and sent mdward Lverott Off Lo the United Jpatos
Senste o Offsot tho effects of Sumer.® Tnis woul show the
South thet "rodicealisms ard reesallity bas not made so mueh
progress ners &s the newspapera would have led them to believe,®
gaid Amos A. Lawsrence bappily: "the prospect 1 ;ocm."a

But the opposition oould hardly agree. "The ccalition 1s
dead...," moaned a prominent anti-slavery Journalist. "Ihe
Anlg party remains in the complete control of foston, and the
money=bags of Boaton rule the State."®

ll!.lm. Slave Fower, LI, 351-2, 375-4.

“Amos A. Lawrence to A. A. Elcherds, Nov. 20, 1652,
Ae Av Lo Lotoorbook, Xed 8., 1L, 3. Al s0e Pearsom
"froliminarieos of tiie GLyll Wer," Comm. Hist., IV, $31-2.

Siawrence to Seamuel sliat, Jen. 20, 1881, A. A. L.
mt.rbm’ 1. “6.

“fiovinson, Pea-Vortrsits, pp. 203-5,



he “ootton Wnige" were proud and heppy &t shat
seomed to them to be thelir present viatory snd their
future hopes and Aroams. Jor the present, they could disregard
the defeat of thelr presidentlial candldate, Generel «infileld
Scott, as of little consequence (Winthrop Afsmlssed it as
"lsughably cvertiwelming™), and hall the elsctlon of the lew
dampahire leamoorat, Franklin rlerce, as the atart of a now

ore of natlonal mmm'd.l

"Frank" Plerce was not only e

relative, but a olose personal friend of Amos A. Lawrence,
evor since Le hed taken the youn  Lasronce to see Prosidont
Andres Jeckson when Le was on & tour of wasiingten during &

e vAoetion I'mom ﬂmu'd.g

+LAWIeNet, now & woelthy end
influentisl finsncler, imediately offercd thc new Jrosidents
eloot his servicea~--"poounlery or oworsiss™=-whiile his

father, Jmos Lawrense, iasisted thet the Plerce femily come Lo
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Boston and accept nis hospitelity after the strenuous mtm.a

lutathrop, Semele, p. i62; Jow York Iribune, Yov. 13
1862, Jan. 3¢, 1883, c

%aurencs, Amos A. lAwroncyd, pp. ZL~2, and .awrenoce,
m PPe 355-6.

°hoo ey inwre 483“4“ ftoeeo“!tcv. gﬁ 18&2

Ahe As e Mt“!‘mt, H.its
bece 6, 1952, fvsd., i, M. Lawrence, APy, 5P 5558



Sensing the political opportunities which sould e exploited
80 o result of this olose jporscnal relationship, young
Lawrence urged nis friend, Congressman Willlam Appleton, to
ueo bls Inflsence in Whlg circles and play along with Jierce
for the time bDelng, obviocusly sntlolipating & bresk in the
Demooratlc ranks. "I the conservatlve part of the Wnig party
will support nim," ne wrote, "it will make the secrifice
easier when ho comes LO mAke & break with some of hfs present
oupporun.'l

Farty slignseats and political nomenclatures nad
goased to have the same lmportance tiiey once did, as far as
the "Cotton woigs™ were concermed. They were more interssted
in issuen and resuits than In party sffllistions. Unsindful

of the long-ter: coOnsequUences TnAt thelr npew politicsl sttitude

foreshsdowed, and appoarently unaware of the fact that their
own pollitical strusture was dissolving about them, the "Cottom
anige™ were happy in the sonfidence that they hed just

gscured enough velimadble time for the entire nation to become
adjJustad LO the Prospectis of inter-seotionsl haraony and
national eccord. Eaving slresady ropudisted the ultra-ism of
suah fanatisel groupe as the Abolitionists, the idberty Party

1 m0s A. Lawrence to William Applaton, Dec. 28,

1862, A. Ae Le lattervook, M.l.S5., 11, 23.
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and the Free=Sollers, the "Cotton #uigse™ wore sure thot i1n the
following four yerrs the pedple of smorica would llkewlse
repudiate the ultra-iasm of Scuthern plans for nullification
and socession. AL the end of four years, then, this would
me&n tnat the poople of the United States would be resdy for

o real "Nationsl" party--a party which the tyes Wnig perty
had represented sll along--an Americean party--abtove sectionai-
tom and locallisn--s party "knoelng oo Nort: snd no South.*}
Robert C. Winthrop felt that 1t augured well for the future that
tho elecstaral vote of the Wnig cundidate, General Scoti, was
divided batween ULwo widely 86persled sesticns of the Uniones
Maesachusetts and Vermont; Tonnonsee snd Kentecky. “Let us
bope," ke prayed earnostly, "we shull learn & little wisdom
during toe next four ”"‘_.8

Tiee W. 0. Lyncn, “Anti-Siavery Teadenoles of the
Domosratie Party," Menissipot Veiley Wistoricel Heview, 11

(1924), 219=231,

Tuintnrop, Kesolr, pe 161.



CHAPTER V
ANVANEE THE SLEEFING TIGER

ihe opening years of the now Aainistration exceeded
the fondest hopes and oxpectations of the “"Cotton Wilge®™ as
Fresident Franklin Flerce, smiling, confident, looking sven
younger than his fifty yesrs, assured the nation in his
indugural Address tust he personally oconsidered the Compromisze
of 1850 to be the finsl settleoment of the Lssue of slsvery.
"1 ferveatly hope thst the question 1s st rest,” he concluded,
"snd that no sectlonel or ambitious or fanatical excitement
SAY 0gein threaten the duredility of our Institutions or
obsoure the llgnt of our pmmrlty.'l i st the close of
the yoar in kis First Awmusl dosssge, the Fresident sgaln
promised tho Amsrloan people that “this repose ls to suffer
0o anock during my officiel term, If I have the power %0
svort 1t,"?

Some folks salled Lt mnother “Era of Jood #eelinge.*
The neticn wes at pomce, the Administration hed the support of
poth Houses, the Irossury was overflowing, forelign relations

4ichardson, Mosceges snd Papers, Vi, #730-2734.
emg_o_‘ PP 2740-275%.
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were relatively posceful, snd business was getting better
evory day. The grest Congromise of 1850 ned spparentiy
solved all the political nightmares whieh had slmost driven
the country into & state of nationel hysterisa. North and
South congratulsted esch otner on the future proapocts for
mituel harmony and accord. Judge JUgden of New Urlesns was
cvavinoed that Sthe dsngor of woar had passed, asd Wl Axos
Lawrence of dsssachusetts that "the sterling irtelligence,
iategrity and patriotism of ouwr countrymsa will prevest

gny such sulcidsl :edness a3 secesslon or ateunton,"*
lawronce's 014 friend and leng=-tise Muilg, Judge Henry Adasae
Sullsrd, had Just Deen slactsd O Congress, &nd fron
Weshington sssured Lawronos that affalca Lo the mation'a
cspital were proceeding "very smootizly and hu‘mntomlyo'a
Nathm Appleton later reoslisd that an & Pesult of the Compro=
mise of 1850, the Iree states wers "gatisfiod snd contente-
iz » stete of perfect repose.*® e slavory question

lh‘. 4. vglen to A=os imwrsnce, Jeo. 29, 1650,
. e ml‘r., ‘on-s., X » 9.

ghw Mans Sullerd to Anos Lawrenoe, Jen. 24,
m;’ 1“40. »

21.
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seomod virtually forgotton sa the country plunged Luself ints
an exciting orgy of bullding and spending.

Over in London, &t the fabulovs "Crystal Palace"
Bxivition, Yaakee Lfnventions wore the telk of the tomn--
from such grossfa oxhilbliis sz picke and shovels W Lhe more
complicated intricacies of Asmericen sewing machines and
resporse An Adasssdor to saglsnd, AbbOL Lawrsnce hed oo=
operated wnole-neartedly with his critish hoats in the preps~
retions for thie great international exhibit, and Lin hie
dispatches to the Depertasnt of State had urged that tae
Unitod Statos be adequately repronsnted. Eurojeans were sgog
at the latest evidenoes of the meterial progress of their
trens-Atlantic cousins.? lot to be outdose, Amsries held
$ts own industrial exhibition at Now York's veraion of thne
"Grystel Falace™ during the steaning hot summer and fsll

of 1863.2 To toste of intoreated spectetors, displays from
sil over wostern Burope provided & glittering backdrop

against sulch Americs proudly dlaplayed her own SmAzing wares.
1o sany, tolis wea only ono =ore evidence of the fuot that the
Untted States waz passing out of its adolescence of sesctlonal-
i=n and parocuisliism and was beginning to forge sn even mors

Livvott lasrence to Edward Everatt, London, March 21,
1880, b;onn. Yapers, u.d.3. Also seo U111, ARtott lSsEencs.
PP B4=T7,

sl*oporuzxg mw, Yovember, 1883,
Oeorge William Curtie salle n's Valese.,” Also seo
Boston Laily Advertiser, July 14, 1853.




perfect Uos.on.l

Kestricted markets gave way to country-wide selling
arens as Northern marufacturers found customers all wurougs
the niddle West and down into tho Oull States. MoCor=miak
reapors, Soth Ihomus clooks and Jolt revolvers bacame house=
nold worda. ey by day America wis becoxing more natfionel in
iis tresoportsilion, vommunication and businens sarketls than
ovor Lefore. The 1850's witneossed such s tromendous expsnsion
in the rsilrosd system orisscrossing the neation that in the
first elghteen montns of 1853, Americs wis asdly forced to
record sixty-five fetal rellresd sceidents.® Gvery morning
an avid American public easgerly resd sbout the latest records
establisted by the new Yankee "Clipper® ships, as the tonnage
of American osean traffic incremsed to the point wheré 1in
1863 1t exoooded Oritish tomnage by fifteon per sent.®
Sewzpuapers everywhore testirled Lo the increesing size and
wealth of the nation. Ceppital invested in manufacturing had
alresdy doubled, and cotton growsra wore onjoying an wnaccustomed
prospority as the price of cotton pushed upwards from Lfts 1348

lsmm. Auge 12, Sept. 13, 1883,

®peBow's Beview, Cotober, 1855, D. 429. Also see
Boston Lally atlss, E%. h. 1858,

Sfuid., July 2, July 4, 1863.
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low of six ocents & pound Lo over twelve cents curing the esrly
m'a.l

Ihe same optimism and enthusisss which msrked the
astional attitude wes reflected at the stateo and locsl levels.
froud residents of Kessachusetta took delight im dizplaying
the lstest in loosl devolopments &t . serles of fuirs and
expositions. At the —ozton Fowl Snow ia 1852, three Sochin
Cainog sold for v100; and et the great lorso Show at Spring-
fiold the following year, z2sles of blooded horses varied
betwoon $500 and 61.600.8 Wie Nechanios Falr at Faneuil
Eall in Septeaber of 1803 drew thousands of excited spestators
from milon around; sad Hobert . #inthrop, who went to the
Cattle Saow at lowell, expecting to talk about "Sullocks and
panure™ was ussagoed at what bho olassifioed ss “a sort of
minlature #orld's Feir."’

Joston's fifteen famlltles, unlited in the “Ecaten
Agsoctation,” by 1850 controlled cne-firth of the nation’s
sotton epindles, & third of the Htste's reilrosd udleage, and

Sbout tewo=riftag of Doston's benking ocapltal s= the velus of

llullu 2. MG,W ?Iov naven
1920), gz 263 Allan Sevine, 2 vola.: ﬁn
Yot'k. 1 7). ‘I’ m‘ 265“.

iant's Merchants' Magazine, AOUI {1855), 583-5.

%508 ton Dafly Atlag, Sept. 21, 1853; Wintarop,
Soxoir, pp. 149-150.
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assschusotts sanufecturing hed risen to almost taree nundred
aillion dollars.’ "We are all at work in New Faglsnd, snd now
foel g twinge from too fest Ariving in so0mé GLrsnches of

tusiness,” reflected Amos A. iewmronce, "but in the sggregate,

Uy ocountry i1s repldly sGvanocing in wealth, power and au'ongth....'z

#ith stato=wide attention focused on local prospority and
nationsl progress, re-assured taat tho JCoxpromlise of 1850 hed
slresdy predestined the Tuture freedos of the Western lsnds,
toston's "Cotton Wniga®™ relaxed iIn the firm belief tiiat the
poassibility of mectionel sonfilct hed long since passed.
%Since it hss turned out that toe whols of the vast territoriss
Gereafter to Do admittod as Ststes are to be Ires,” wrote
iawrence in obvicus compiscency, "Lt sooms st unwise to be
quarreling stout nbotr.ouom.""
"len zpoke =oftly not Lo rouse the sleeping tiger,®
Allan Nevins has dramatically written, "but in his sleep he

stirred and porlod." it would be abaurd, of cowrsge, to

loolekosn, "Cutsopos,” Smith Studles, IX (1835), 36-7,

£pm0n As lawresce to lev, Lr, Seoreaby, lrasdrord,
England, Aug. 10, 1951, lewronce, Amos A, lawrgsgs, ps 07,

Sps0s Ae Lawresnce to J. . Tyler, ¥eb. 12, 1351,
*0 “' L. Jt“?b@“, “la.s.. 1’ 266.

Yxevtne, Ordeal of wie Unlon, 11, 78.
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suggest thet every list vestige of the extreme bittorness
whilch the slavery question had engendered over the past two
Cecsdes nas completely died out. ihe emotionsl repercussions
that the Pugitivo Slave Act wes produolng in e Jay Siste
clono waa sufficient evidenco of this fact. First in February,
and agaln o April, 1651, law enforceasnt officlsals had out-
reged the syspathles of Boston Ly tiying to eanforse the
sbhioxicus law, A Jegro oslled Stadrach hed the gocd fortune
to Yo resousd end spirited off to freedon by Lreste Gostontane;
tut the next victis, o walter named Thomas Simss, was nov so
fortunste. USo was marched off to o walting vessel before day-
trosk on the morning of april 12, 1881, with an armed eocort
of over a hundred eity ;aoumo.1
Tnis Fugitive Slave iaw haed been cérrisd into eoffect
a8 sn intogrel part Of the Compronice of 15350 and had deen
reluctantly sccepted Dy thie Waligs as the only alterastive to
aullirication and sosossion. Looal “Cotton wnigs® nad put
Wwoisselves on racord 6o oppoaing thile vicious law ss & =attor
of prineiple, hed lavolled it a “disgracoful aot,” and worked

’Brold Schwarts, 'wuw Slave Ueys in loston,*
: w, XXVII (1564), 191-212; Fearson,
narien, o AV, 476-80. Also seae Dogton
g"r‘im. . » » m’ 1“‘. and abzﬁ.. “m; l‘.
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constantly for Lts Nu\oal.1 Jld Aaos Lewrence condeznad what

be celled the “skunk peculiarities™ of the South in paseing

the lsw, snd inslsted that the leglilalation wes uneomuwuoanl.g
Nis eon, Amos A,, declaroed with oqual wigor that “lsssschusetts
never ¢&n bo mede 2 huntiag zround for masters to pursue their
run~aweys."" And yet, although voloing slmost upinimous
dlsapproval of the moral principles, or lack of thom, upon

wiloh the law wea based, the "Gotion Wnigs" mede overy ofZort

%o abide by the letter of the law in practice. kobert .,
¥iathrop assurcd Sonator Srittenden of Hentucky that slithough

ne personslly never regarded it ss "o wise plece of legislation,"
the conservative Horth would support the Fugitive Ulave law.
"irers 1s not an ggitstor ia the wole dnig perty here--no

one whio caros to disturd anything that hLas been dono."‘

%uw.u Heono to Amos lawrenca, Nav. 7T, 1850,
Ao Lo iottors, A.H.8., X, 646, and Amos A. lawrence to Samuel
mo" “bc w' 1851, ‘o .l. e utt‘rmk' A'.H.S., 1. 272.

2Ano¢ Lewrenco o Amos A. lswrense, Sept. £5, 15%0,
he Ay Ls Letters, VIIL, 127, end Anos lasrence to Nark

fopkine, Hov. 11, 18450, Lawrence, ulary, p. 287.

Yimos A. lawrenos to G1les Rishsrds, June 1, 1854,
A. A. L. Gotterbook, 1L, 353.

‘ltobnre §. Winthrop to John J. urittenden, May 13,
1352, coleman, :irittenden, LI, 30.
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In vain d1d Halph Waldo Lmerson econdemn the “poosr-
smell" of Lescon and Xt. Vernca Streets, and Theodors Parker
exooriats £hooe wWho dresmed of "orders from the South .t
sith no result aid wondell shillllps publicly denounce the
Fugitive sow sa the means of detormining whether "the mills of
ADBOLL sawrance meke him worth two millions or ono¥; and to
00 purpose did the old FYederallist, Josiesh wuincy, shake hise
nead sodly end think bask to the Yoston of 1778.% *gaston
has now becoms M mAre sucpe-4 piace for duylng and selling
gooda; wnd I puppoce,® ho eddod scurafully, "slso, of Ruving

&nd aoln&un.ﬂ

All of thie had no effect. OHoston's mon of woalth
rofused to be stampeded intd faclng srnother serious breash
with thelr Southiern bLrethren like that wiloh hed cocurred
after the Lexicsn war. Althougn thoy 24d not 1lke the
Fugitive Slave law, they oconsidered tdemselves nonor-bound
undor the SJonstitution 1o Obsy it to the lettaer until it was

®uendeil Fnilitps, es, imotures rs
(Boston, 1802), p. 65, Spoe ore the saabusetts -
Slavery Soziety, Faneuil dall, Jan. 30, 1852,

Sgarrison, Life, 111, 328,
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repealod. "it is lesentadle to heve sush & Lriusph ziven to
Hullificetion and Aedellion, wrote Xobert C. ¥inthrop in
roforence ta the Shaedrach eplsode: while Deanfol Aeodhoter
sgroed thot the Negro's rescue was, "striotly spesking, & case
of tresssa. "Revolution 1» & terrifiec rexody,” werned
Professor Psckard of Bowdoin. "I shiould never resiat sn
unjust Law...untll tae proger method of repealing it hsd been
long tried in vain.® Young Amos A, Lawrense sumwd up the
unconforteble Waig poaltion by saking the orugial gquestion:
“Shell we stand by the laws or shell we nullify thea?! Shall we
uphold the Unlon or ahall we break 1t nm"'3 Az LI in anseer
to bis Oown gquostion, ne went otf to offer hils services to the
Lnited Statos sarashal in loaton, to serve "in say aspecity
Tguring the wer'.®™  TIs oo must knock these follows
[Rooiitioniaty/ on the heed (and Lt aust be dome)," he told
Songrosssan Snmuel Ellot, “"we snould profer to do 1t according

Litatarop ry, Pr 147, AL2o 860 Fedrson
"iroltminaries,® Comay HEst., SoeE! Piv. 4so. :

%he 5. Feckerd to Amds Llawrence, Oot, 24, 1880,
as L. wtur‘, “ouCSO. X. 84l.

Spuss A, lawrence to e, Oresn, WHov. 14, 1880,
‘. ‘. L. htb”bOOk. a.a.s.. 1’ 211.

%008 A, lewrence to darshal Cuerles Uevens,
fob. 17' 1351. m, . 289,



to law...."t Thia was mot a cess, he exphasized, of loving
the Regro less=-dut of loving the Unlon sore. Ln replying
to A story by Garrison that Congresaman Eliot supported the
Fuglitive Slave Aot lecsuse he hated the Negro, Lawrence
Gofended liot by saying "he loves the black race more than
2oat MONecse Ut Bo lovers the porpetulty of thls Uovernment
and the Unlon of these States (even under the present
uyaun)-uuor.‘g e "Cotton Wnlgs™ continued to hold the
line, oeintsining the gsa=o devotlion to the Unlon and to the
goel of Inter-seotionsld harmony shioh had ohsraoterized thelr
natlonal attitude during the past twenty yoars. The Union
vas Lincivisible, the vonptitution infailible, and the
Compromies Indissoluble=-~this was the Oreed of thoge who
noped to escape the dire consequences of nullification and
secespion.

And then it bappenod. Un Jasnuary 4, 18854, the
besutiful drean ended. “do wont to bed ono night, old-
fssnloned, conservative, ccmproalse, Union Wnigs,” wrote

Amoa A. Lawronse, Yand weked wp stark msd Axmu.r.umuw.'a

x&m. A. lawrenaa to Sazmuel Alflot, Feb, 18, l8bl,
he Ao L lottoricok, ‘Q“.Sc' 1. 2.

308 A. lawrcnce to Willisa Lloyd Dsrrison,

Feb. 20, 1881, m' Pe 2087,

Simos A. Lavrence to 0iles Hichards, June 1, 1384,
Avid., i1, 338.
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On that day, Stephen A. Douglas, Sepator fro= Illisols,
seported a bill into tie Sonate whloh called for the
organizatlon of the terriltorial governmmnt of Nebreska.
Saggesting that the Compromice of 1650 haed, for all practicel
purposes, superseded the Wigsouri Compromise of 1820 by
granting popular sovereignty to NHew soxico and Utah, the bil)
propoged that shen Hebrasks should be edmiited to the Union,
Lt sbould enter “with or without slavery” as fixed by ita
sonstitution st the time .t A war & slaple statemnt-=Dut one
wzich: was destined tO have the most fear-reacting conseguences,
48 1t virtaally brought the satire Sorts to ite feet in one
grost indignent protest. "It arowsed s=d slarmed the whole
¥ortu," srote dathan Appletom to Rives of Virginis, stiil
unable o grasp what had hapmod.s

As oxpectsd, lesding snti-slisvery men like Sslmon P.
dnase of Unlo, #illilan Sevward of Sow York, and Cnaries Susmer
of Mgssachusetts led the attsck upon the messure as further
peo0f of an fnslducusz sonsplracy 10 sxtand the Slave houo.s

33rd Congress, 1st Session, Senate Heport #15, p. 3.

“yatinon Appleton, Letter to Wives, p. 10.

mpum._m_um. lat Session,
Appendix, . .
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Bat among thhe Zrowps In the Zorth wilash pot themeslves sgainst
this "Nebrasks infazy® none were more outraged ssd resentful
than the “Cotton Mnigs.® Om February 23, 1854, they held a
grost protest meeting at Faneuil Hall, attended Ly some three
thousand of the "s01:a® men of the city, and needed by Abbott
muronce, Kodert C. winthrop snd Samuel Bl.wt,.1 Theoe men of
standing and jroperty belleved tanat they nhad shown their

£00d felith by baving uwpheold and protectod the Institution of
slavory shore it waz sanctioned by the Comstitution; and
expected that the South, in return, bed gusrantecd that the
territorics wuld resain frée. Fully conviaced that the
Compronise of 1850 had uneguivocally deoclided the future of
the #ost ant had ended the matter once and for 11, loaton
serohants and businesasen now felt cheated and ridiculed by
wiat taey comsidored to be the mmchinstions of & cheap dona=
m.z ®if I gould have prescribed & recipe for reinflating
froo-soflise and Avolitionism, shich had collapsed gll over
the couatry,” Winthrop wrote Lin utter frustration, "I siould
have singled out thils precise potion froz tiae whols msteris

sane, vov. 355 Sy BRSO, 7o B 28541 oren
. L » ’ .

zm A. Lawrence to Ueorgze S. Fark, Jan. %3,

m7. ‘0 ‘0 LO h'—t.l'm, loli-s., ‘ » 10
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Sedica of political qunolnry.'l Business interosts, which

Ded alwaye deplored public antl-slavery sgitation, now began

to add thelr mignty influence to the ground-swell of publis
opinton. Angrily, Amcs A. lewronce condemmed the political
stugldity shilch head ceused the great social gap to e

btrosched. “dnore is the spirit thet led us to volunteer to
ahoot the sbolitlionists and freo-soilers and support the law,..t"
be wsiled, referring to the past Listory of the "Cotton Whigs."

Wit's protiy mueh gone already: this will 'sruab it all outt e
As o felt nimself being borne slong with the tide, Lawrence

wbs apprebensive as Lo the future of the Union. After all, if
the large ssrohents sod the "retired gentlemen who go into
Stute St. for an nowr oF two every day' were bteing converted
W the anti-slavery csuse, then who else wae left? "These
constitute proetty much all the 'slave yower' in this
community,” he confided to = friend, “and i1f Shioy sive up the
Compromises and say that they have been chested, we all know
that ay=mpashy for the South and welr ‘institution' must be

Wo.a

baintarop, Yamoir, p. 108-6, Vedb. 24, 1054,

2am08 A. Lawrence to Hon. Seamel H. Walley, sy 12,
1084, A A L. b“.'m.. HKeS., AL, 3285, Alsd soe lawrenos
to uuu.... Appleton, dsrch Ll, 1854, y Pe 272, and lawrence
to Hone Jo W, Bdmonds, darch 16, 1854, s Do 273,

Samos A, Lawronce o Ar. Asdrows, day 28, 1654,
% Pe 335, Aloo 300 Edwwrd zwerett, Diary, s, N.E.S.
¥y ’




There wan caly one thing to do--and that was to
dofost Lougles aad destroy his nefarious BLIl., Yo this end

the "Cotton ahigs" directed their atteantion and their wsergles,

assuring their close friends bolow the dason~Uixon line that
the "Nebraska business™ would be a fallure, and plesding with
tholr Southorn sollesguer %o "pouse bLefore they procecd
farthor to disturdb the poace shich we khopold the Cospromise
Bossure of LoS0 would nave made porptm." Conatantly they
urged thelr politicsl representstives to "pour in the vollies
of red ot shot™ upon the Nebraska Bill and sake sure that

Youglus' day Ls over."e Nowhore, perteps, Le the startling
e tamorpticslis of the Hoston Dusiness aan 50 well demonstrated

than in comnection with the selgure of the Megro, Anthony
Burns, on May 268, 185%4. 50 great was the opposition of the
poople of Boston, that the authorities oconsidered 1t necessary
to eoscort Burns to the wharf under the protection of a special
"sursnal's guard," the entire olty police foroe, twenty-two
coxpanios of the dassechusetts militis and over & thousand
Federal troops couplete with muskete, artillery and cavelry.
Azog A. lawrence exploded with ragée snd Cold the Mayor Lthat

Lo would prefer %30 aee the court house burned to the ground

”lnoa A, Lawronce %0 H. As Srafte, Now Urleosps,
‘“Oh 7’ W, ‘0 ‘0 LQ bt“l‘bm, H.B.S., ‘1. ”o.

Amu A, Lawrence 1o S. d. Walley, Represontative
fron dassachusetts, &ay 12, wu.‘&&g‘. Pe 325, snd lawronce
Lo Hone Jo N. Bdaondas, m& 16, AbicCss Pe 273

140



than have Burne roeturned to slavery. Wnen o wes fioally
forcad o witness the wictia's march to tho dock, he was
convinced that only the preliminary preparations and the
izmnenso display of military power “preveanted ths total

Goatraction of the U. 5. darsihal snd bis hired ssalstente.
Inese were the words of a man s¥ho ooly two years before haed

al

offered hla oen services to the U. 9. ssrstal sz o mesans of
enforciag the seae lawl “The commercisl slsss nave taken
& now position upon the groeat question of the day," reported
the Zoston Jimes; und it rejoloed that nmow "there io & Horth
at last."®

e conaummate politicsl skill of Senator louglas,
Dowover, proved more than & mstoh for the irsate protestetions
of his Wig oppononts in the North. Borne along by the
furious enorgiss of young Sougise, supported by sdministrative
approvel froa the wWuite jlouse and sustelined by Jubllant
Southerners--énigs and Uemocrate clike--the Nebraaks bill
ssepl aslde e Bortlern Walg opposition, anc wes sigred Iint
law Uy frosident Plerce on day 30, 1854. PFroviding for the
paw torsltory to bo Alvided Lnto two separate units, e

Kanass-Sebraska Act salled for tihe outright repeasl of the
Magour! Jompromise snd provided s aloaresut defenpe of the

1
hnos A. Lasrence to Swmuel Lasrence, June / ./, 1654,
A. A, L. lotterbook, N.li«8., 1, 340. Alz0o so¢s lLawrence,

Asos A. lawrense, pp. 75-t.
250ston Iisea, day 30, 1354,
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doatrine of popular -ovoreignty."

Aith the pessage of the Pouglae bLll, the whols
queostion concorzing the extension of slavery was broken open
once sgain, leaving tue aoderates and conssrvatives of the Horta
sghust, in & panle of bewlldersunt ey desporataly tried to
think of & way to hesl thls latest breach of netional unity
in & sannor whileh would be consistent with tholr policy of
pnon=-extonsion of slavery. This wos precisely the dilema
fn uhich the Cotton Mnigs now found thenselves: 4&s realistie
men of business and ospltal, the Yankeeo manufecturere folt
obligated o retalin the felth and good will of s Scuthern
plantation econcay wnose production of cotton created personal
fortunes alreedy being reckoned in milllons of dollars.?

As men of political principle, wie Rew Sngland ihigs felt
constrained to preserve the Unicon whieh Marshsll hed defined,
aedater ned dofended and whloh the ahilg party ned ladored g0
heard snd po loag %0 malntaln. Ut aa men of bonor and
integrity, tho keepers of the ryritan consclience felt theme
gelves consumed Dy rigntecus wrath at what they considered to
Do the selfial Cdesizne of unsorvpulous polltisiens who haed

‘WMM. Lt Session,
hppo v PPe -

24005 A. Lawrencs to ¥oses Urinnell, June 21, 1854,
‘. A ‘l. “t“rmu, ‘.HCS.’ 1. 353.
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gambled with the stakes of nationsl unity for the sake of
rallroad ties and caucus votes. ino "Cotton ahige" ned pledged
their word that they would neover intorfere with the South or
any of her institutions where the Constitution provided
sanctions; but they hed alsc gone on resord as opposing the
extension of that "peculisar institution™ beyond those pre-
forided Conmstitutionsl limits. 5o, by Ood, Mugles or ne
Louglas, Bill or no Bill, the New Snglendore determined that
Af population wes Lo bo tho determining factor in decilding ths
fate of Aansas-=then there would e & flood of "free citizens”
to the new territories the like of which hal not bsen seen
sinoco the wators of the rlood overflowed the earth.

®Anger natsh no mersy, nor fury when it bresketh
forth. And who sen beoasr the violende of one provokedi™ states
the 0ok of Proverba. «ith all tae fervor of an evangelistic
erupade, the New England oonsolence went Llnto aotlon, witlh the
battle ory of Williss Sewerd ringing out: “0od give the
victory to tho alde that 1o stronger in nuxzders, ss it is in
ﬂmﬂ'l

The earllest résponse Lo the Fansss achellsnge
santered AboUt the dasmonusetts Amigrent Ald Cospany whiah
Bad Deen created early in the spring of 1854 by Bl Thayer
of Worcenter, & momber of the dessachusetis Loglalsture.

x‘l!.lmm, Slave Fower, 1L, 464,



froparing a charter, Thayer obtaimed an act of incorporstion
in Hebruary, 1854, and arter the legislature sdjourned begsn
stumping New Bngland to sell stosk 1in his enterprise,
pointicg out the dusl opportunity of aiding the casse of free
Bon, and 4t the samo timoe making & sound px«:ﬂt.l Mayer
propoged to pre-cmpt Liocks of land with Compeny funds,
sponeor whole villages of settlesrs to develoy the fertils
poll of Xansso, sand then divide up the profits betwesn the
nomesteaders and the investors.” Asslisted by the monetary
contridutions of suah prominent men &s Ands A. lesrence and
Jo 4. S, #illigns of Massachusetts, und of John Carter Heown
of Hhode laland, the manoolation was susessefully organized,
and by the end of July, 1884, a company of twenty=-four fres-
#01) settleors had slready srrived at Kansms City, Kesmours .

18).1 Mayor, ihnua ado (¥aw York, 1889),
l‘»{d 25-30; Hobert . ¥y rat Yoar of the Emigrant

Gompan Lo %gﬂ ?.fugig IV (1932), 148=9;
Jsmusl A, " esis o éno New mi-m Exigrant

Atd Company," New Englsnd Guarterdy, ii (1930), 80-100.

sanusoripts, an ey utu'cry. arovn 1}nhorouy) Onro-
after cited &8 '&-m cniv.').

sAau A. lawronce to Mosees Orinnell, June 21, 18054,
A. A. L. lettorvook, #.H.8., L1, 388, AlsCc sée Lswrence %o
a”iwu.m Coo!, m1.m, '1.00“1”. June ”. 186" m.
P -
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oading thelr tents, equipment and daggage--including a

printing press--onto wegone, the exigrants set off along the
nistoric Lanta ¥e trell for about fifty siles, until they

ctuw to an slsvation of land, just scuth of the Taw fiver,
from wulch they oduld ook out for miles Iin &1l directions.
Hore they pltecied caxp =nd declded Lo settle permanently on
what they called "Mownt Oresd,™ after Elil Thayor's welleknown
"oastlo® 1n Worsester. After setting up & collsation of tents,
thatobod huts and arude log coabins in the weeks that followed,
the settlers mamed thelir new aity "Lawreace® in noncr of the
Jdow Englander who haed invested a0 much of hian personal inocome
iz their dresms of the future.t During the romainder or the
gemper of 1884, the Zmigrant Ald Company sent out five sore
groups under the direction of Loctor Coarles Noblinson, an
experionced ocolonlist, a prastiolng ptiyslelen and an ardent
free~soller, who hed Deon solectel us the Company'n sgent in
Sansags. All in all, a totel of some 0ix hundred had settled
eltier Iin Lawrency, or Ln such nesrby settlemnts as
Qsamatomle, denbettan, and Topeks by the time the froezing

winter closed im.>

1840, ppe 60-73; Craples

Kobinaon, Now fork, 1889}, pp. 90-1.

2pm0s A lewrense to Kev. Edward OGook, June 20, 1884,
Ay A, Lo lottordook, #.4.8., 1[I, 380; Lawrence to (herles
Hobinson, Aug. 3, léu, %b&d., Pe 558, 1ibid., p. 389 contains
& letter of resognition for nodinson as nt of the
Buigrant Ald Seslety,™ sigoed Ly lawrence as Treasursr.
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Baok in Boston, however, things were not going
guite as smoothly. Ssrdly & sonth had pessed before Thayer's
REalgrant Ald Company began %0 be lsbelled as & orass, money=
making schexe, and the motives of [ta memdershiy were
ascribod to selfisn greed magquerading bebind the glittering
fagade of hmzmzm«-.l Aeos A. Lewrence, already
aisturbed by toe various ugly rumors wnish he himself ned
beard, and nard prossed by many of tho influential investors
o hed suddonly boocome feoarful of tho smount of 1llability
wnich taey had incurred in Thayer's project, demmnded that
the Compeny be nrar-d.g Althoug: Thayer objeoted
stronuously, lasrsnce would brook mno opposition, threatening
to withdraw his noxw and his money 1if & change was not forthe
ooainsos Thayer yielded, and the organlastion was renamed
the “Now Englard kmigrent Ald Company,™ with Thayer's plans
for paying dividends discontinued aAnd with contributidns now
ezclusively for “oharitadle® wrpoun.‘ The now Oupeny was

lmm'. Eanoss Srupeds, ppe 29-9.

2?01»10& 7. Jackson to Amos A. Lawrsnce, June w.
Ae As Lo Lottors, N.H.3., n. 149: AKl20o pee lawrance to
it &uyu-. July 5, 1854, A« As L. Lotterbdook, X.HM.8., 1I, 365,

SLasrence to Thayer, July 6, 15, 1854, Abid., Pp.
367, 375,

‘!bqor o Lawrenco, July 16, 1354, A. A. L. lotters,
MoSe, XX, 176,



establiashiod as a purely losal orgenisation, separate and
distinet from simlilar emigrant socleties in other states;
and wary investors were sssured of llmited lisdbility under
the chreful hand sad expert direction of . Lawretice who was
now ope of the three Trustess, Homceforth, "aid” would
oonaslist of freo informatisn and a Zifteon per oceont reduction
in railrced and stesmshlp fares through quantity purohsse.
No politiosl questions ware to bo asked of exlgrants, since
the avowed purpose of the organization wag Lo get pecnle to
fansas, &nd there let them make lheir own free cholse=-to
oppose tho establisament of slavery "by all logsl and
constitutional unu.‘
lawronce was oxtremely careful to moke 1t slear
that the recrganized Company wéis not a speculstive vanture.
ion two of the Trusteon proposed to buy real estate in
fansas, to the smount of teenty-oight million dollars,
Lasrence vetood the ldoa. Suah & purchase, he wrote in a
momorandum, "is for the purpose of speculating, to make a
profit; and 1t is not necessary in order to accompllsh the

objeats for which the Soclety wes Tormed.”® Writing to

lﬁcvlud Constitution and By~laws of the Exigrent
Ald Company, AJA. L. letterbook x.l.s.. 11, 377, 378. Aleo
seo Edward sverott Hsle to Charies Halo, h@nt m, 1654,

Edward B. m‘ Jr.. ed. e ldfe snd Lettors of
Evarost fiale (boston, 19477 Fe EETe e ol Sward

230.01-&1”0- EO Hesers. Willieams and Theyer, Aug. 26,
m“, ‘.‘QLO hﬂ%rb@k. '.8.5.. u. wlt



Yhomng Hart Nenton of Misszowrl, leawrence denied that te
funds of the Company were used for sny other purpose dbut to
provide for the besic needs aof the exnigrants; and Ilnslated
thut the Company stook wan worthless and meaningless. Murther-
more, contioued Lawrence, the emizrants were not Abolitionistge=
a0 far sa we know not omo known Lo be of thet stazp Las zone
in our parties. Ihey are froe to vote and do as they sledse.
Bie Soslety has no sgreoment with them, nor pledge, nor aro
they asked sny questions.® Ge Sxigrant Ald Scolety was
erested solely for the purpose of promoting fresdom=--not
mmoy.x

With tue Company reorganized, lLewrence not oanly
rocoived the sdditional bscking of swoh men &3 his prosinent
uncle, ADbOtS lawrenco, aad of Willism Applaton snd Joseph
Lymon, but wos oontacted by sueh leading New York business=
oon & WMoses Urinnell who sought to join forces with the lew
Lng lend mup.e Colleating monoy, writing letters,
encoureging friends and denouncing foes, lasroence demonstrated
the onthusiess which motivatod many Worthern sabliye to work oo
seslouzly for & free-soil Zansas. BHe had letters: sent to

08 A. Lawrence to Thomes Hnre benton, Jun. 2,
1844, A. A. L. letterbook, K.i.3., 1311, 1.

glaoa A+ iawrense to BEli Thayer, July 31, 1804;

lawronss to Hon. John Goodrion, Aug. 2, 1864, ibid,, 11,
303, 3”0
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overy minlster in New England, axplaining the nature snd
purpose of the Eplgrant ild Soziety snd 20llciting thelr
support, “No beg you," he urged, “"to consult with yowr
=oat influentisl and patriotic parishioners andé townsmon, amd
with them take such measures a2 shall carry forwerd thias
undertaking to a suwocessful J.nmm.'1 50 convincsd was he of
Lo rightedusness Of Lis osuse tusl lawsrencoe told Governaor
Gardner that if he wore o mexber of the Xsssechuzetts legisla-
turs he would go 50 far 4o to vote "in favor of placing at
the dispossl of the Governor and Sounclil a liberal sum to be
used i case an attoopt 15 mede to drive our people from the
Territory /of Zansag/ oy rmo."g Assuming that thore wag
#o quostion ss to the legitimate status of the free~soll
inhabitants of Ksnsas, Lawrence formally requested the
Fresldent of the United Stetes 1o recignize the froe settlers
&% the legally constituted Jovernment of Kanaag.”

The ¥ew Englanders, however, reckoned without the
hoatile attitude of the pro-zlavery settlsars just across the
border in Missouri. Angered At what they considered to be an

unwarranted interferance by cutsiders in the normal ocourse

1:.:;.: to e sent Lo o Knlsver in New England,
Septomber, 1854, A.A.L. letterbook, A.H.S5., II, 415.

sm A. lawronce to Oovornor Oardner, Merch 7,
15366, ivid., IV, 26.

sm A. lawrence to fresident Frankiin Fleérce,
April 17, 18585, ivid., 1Xi, 89.



of ovents, Alssouri orderasn--tull-mtiackers, buffelo hunters
and Indian fighterse-preparod to take whatever steps were
mecessary to provent froe-coil Yankee importa freo= oresting
an artificial froe state.) The riret opportunity for sadh
sction came 10 the fell of 185§ when tho Uovernor, Andrew
Hoodor, anlled for eleotiona for territorisl dologaten. Iinte
ilapses swersed a roaring horde of afssourd "ruffians" to sturff
the Dellot Doxes in favor of slavery. men Heocer ocalled for
the eclection of a tarritorisal leglslsture the following Aarch,
the dissouriens Once &gain carried the day for pro-slavery
sandideses.®

vutraged at wkat he considered 1o be sn unfair esnd
tllogal Lnterferonce with a perfectly constitutional procedure
AnC3 A. LAwrence wrote Girectly to Franklin Jierce. Informing
sim of theo sotivities of those Alpnouri sgitators, Lasrance
sarned the Fresident that (f e United Ststea Jovwernmeat
414 not take Llmmecdlato estapo to protect the freo sottlers, tiey
would nave to take matters inte thelr own hands.® Ageinast

tae owrrent asccusations that the free soll emigrents werd

l%artonal intelligencer, Jume 22, 1854,

s wo‘fz;f?'i”mf.ww‘

°~m A. Lasrecas to Fresident Franklin 2feroe,
July 15, 1858, lLewrenao, Amos A. lawrenace, pe. @d.
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traltors bocsuse thsy refused to rocognize the new territorial
governsant of Aanses, Lawrenos condemsed the goverament aa
frauduisot, sad flatly denied that the emigrents would ever
Teoint or oven quostion the lawa of tho nited Ltatea-=whion
exocuted by "the proper offfcers." But, he consloded, the
free~poll settlers would movoer recognize wWis preszent proe-

slavery legislature, "nor 1ts enactments, nor its or!'mox--.'1

lawroense ulso took time cut to write to Senator Atchison, and
demanded that the gontleman from sissouri see that tho sontest
o conducted sccording to the rules of fair play. The Lansas~
Nebraska Aol hed desreed that the future of Xsness whas to be
dependent on the fsctor of population, and It was To be a wide
open race-=s0 lot the best man winl These Hew hngland
settlers, Lawrence pointed out, were not abolitioniats, but
continued Interforensce on the part of the pro-slavery elements,
be warned, "say make them abolitionists of the most dsngerous
xind ,*?

Even 33 he wmrote, threstentd snd argued, Lawronce
cano to the spparent conolusion that strongoer messures would

Lave to be taken in order to provide adeguate protection for

1&»- A. lawrence O President ranklin Plaree,
Lec. 10, 1856, lawrence, Amos A, Lawrence, p. 104.

abon A. lLawronce to Senator David Atohison,
darch 331, 1656, AJA.L. lotterbook, M.H.8,, 111, 78,
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the emigrants. charles Hobinson, the free-~soll leader in

fansas bed beea plesding for guns since the spring elesticns.
"Sannot your secret society send us 200 Sharps rifles ss & loan
t111 thls question 1s settledt™ he begged Eli insyer on May 2,
1855; and & fowr daya istor, sent s latter off to Sdward Everett
bBsle urging that two hundred rifles and tewo fiold pleces be

sent to Kanpes.l Not content with walting, Robinson sent

Deorge sssnington Deitzler to Hew Zogland to obtain & many

WA pONE A3 pospidle for the frev-scll ceuse. 4 month ister
Hobinson was in possesalion of a lotter sizned by Thomee H. Webb,
Secretary of the Zmigreant Ald Society, somowledging the errival
of Deitzler, ard assuring Robinson that one hundred "machines®
were on thelr wey.? The rirst shipeent of "machinery™ arrived at
sarence, Xsnses In the wmiddle of kay, and when the exigrants tors
cpon the orates variously stamped "hardwsss,” “msohiinery" or
"pooks) they found thoxselves in posgession of & hundred of

the latest and most sfévanced type of Lreech-losding wespon--

the Sharps rifle.” alth Lncresased rire-powsr &nd acouracy,

"cmrlos sobinson to Ell Thayer, April 2, 1885, and
Rodinson to hdear a i‘vo:zttiﬁot:‘,’ Amui. ¥y laéb% ialey,
Me Snarps Kifle Bpisode in s&s History
hevsse, RIT (1007), iy sode o 7°

2?hcau He Wadd to Charles Fobinson, ¥ay B, 18855,
ML' Pos LT,

sl:mton 0, Saith, The Sharpa Sifle: its distor

i on {N%ow York » PPe 11=12;
NEONSo, s PP W-&.
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the free-aoll sottlers of lawrence were, for the first Clme,
in a positlon to offset tho nuseriocsi superiority of the
nostile Misscurians across the border, most of whom were still
armed with sotiqustsd mutzle loaders and buffsalo guns.

Up until recently Aws A. lawrence had refused to
conolider e Ldea of oending woeapons to the emigrants, dut
aftor tho fraudulent olections =nd the attscks of the “border
raffiene” ne changed his mind. writing to Hobinson, Lewrenoe
twld hiz of his declaton. "You must heve sras, or your
courage will not avall,” ze adsitted. "o muat stir ourselves
Dere tomorrow and see wnst can be dome 2 2ut Lswranoe 414
not wait for the next day to "stir" hiamself, for on the same
day Do sént out & letter Lo the soecretary of the Zaigrant
Ald Company, ordering: “¥rite to Hartford and get their tarsms
for ome hundred =0re of the Shsarps rifles at c»m».'2 &y fer
a8 the manulssturer was sonocernad, the course wias clanres

3 "8 to

Sshen farmers turn soldfers, they must nave sras.
w:la time,” ne wrote to Fresident Ilerce scausingly, "the

governsant hes kept so far 81007 A3 T rorcs the settlers to

1&00 A. iawrence to Sharles Hobinson, July 20,
3866. Adhu bl &O&torbook. l.N.&., 111. 03,

2

ibld., 204.

®ivig.

Anos A. lawrence to Dr. Webdb, Jaly 20, 1855,



163

the conclusion that 17 thoy would be s« o, they must defend
thamas lvnn; and thorafore many porsons here who refusoed at
first (myself inecluded), have rendered thom assistance by

furnishing them means of dofense.*t

Undoudtedly encouraged by the extraordinary
encoursgemsnt and assistsnce they were receiving from their
patrons 1n the Zaat, the free settlors of Kansss took things
into thelr own hands, and followed the precedent recently set
by Seliforais, of establiahing & state goverament in advance
of Gongressionel permission. "hey elected delegates to a
constitutionsl convention At Topeka, Oot, 23, 1858 end procoeded
to drav up 4 free-ztate constitution. Submitted %0 a totally
frov-zoll electorate, the constitution was adopted, Churles
#obinson wes named "Governor," ond a freo-soll legislature
wae eleoted. Congress was formally reguested to admit Kansss
ae a froe auto.a

he quastion was now thrown back into the
colleative lap of offislal Esshinzton. Wnich wae the lewlul
government of HKszsas? Whiah votes were logitiaats sxd which

wore fraudulant?t Mo would Sake cho fMaal oiston?

llmo‘ A. Lawrenoce to Fresident FPlerce, July 1S,

L8605, Lawronow, Asce A. lawronse, pe 9.
Zonaghan, Nastarn Forder, ppe ¥2-E.
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fresident Flerce personally dencunced the sstion of the free-
2041 aottlors &3 tredson, and declared that the Governsent of
the United States would support the pro=-splavery territorial
governzent &8 the only laeful government of !Cm;u.l Senator
Douglas of lilinols doncunced the aotion of Flerce and argued
tL&S Lt was not & question for Congress t0 docide--the guestion
would neve Lo Do settled in the territories thomselves; and
was supported by Crittesden of tutuck,.’ congress itgol!
could not arrive at any doolsion, and In Mareh, 1856, sought

to clarify mattors by appointing & three-szsian committlee to
inveastigate conditlons in Xensan. In sidsusmewr this sommittee
only further soafused the lssuo with & =majority and sminority
report whleh served to being tempers to white-hot heat.”

As e Gedate on the Zansas lsoue reached 1ts cllmax in tie
Sensto in May, 1586, Coarles Summer of Wsssachusetts rose %0
give his fusous speech on the "Crise sgeinst Xensas."
infucrliated, a Hepregentastive from Souta Carolins, Freston
Brooks, lashed the Yankes unmercifully with his cane snd lerft

Yqienardson, Megsezse end Fspors, VI, 2860-2883,

oup. BOTY,
2

Spepionn dete, g Smepay; Jot foteien; 0. €50
Soe J. J. Sritte 7, 1884, snd

Abbott Lawrence to Crittenden, April 25, 1888, Coleasn, Crittenden
11, 102-3, 119, ' e ’ ’

‘ﬁ-u PP 48’53' KLiton, 3
Conflist, pp. 2 § Xevwine, o 11, 419-34.
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nim lyisg on the floor of the Senate, uwnconsolous and blood:ns.l

Fossitly no more striking exsaple of the powerful
peyohologiaal resction shlah the atteek won Summer peoduced
in the JNorth wes the fsct that Amos A. Lawrence, one of
Sumnor'a greatest political foes, ond the man who had spared
0o effort in his attompt to defest him in 185051, now invited
Sumner to rest at his Cottage Ferm homs on hils way back to
Boston, "You sy prefer to be with some one of those who &gree
with you in regard to party politice,”™ wrote Lawrence to the
iajured Senmator; “but i assure you that no ono will give you
a more cosdlal nlaoao.'z Sumner accepted tohe invitation, sad
on his Wrilumphsl return to boaton, spent the weokend ot the

LANTONCH NONe oa

S0 far, in fect, had Lawrence's attitude
tosard sumer changed, that in 1850 he suzgosted thet Lt was
"uigh time® that Sumner be given an homorary L.L,D. from

larvard 3‘

SSRRARL ik b fengegay; Lot Session,
Appondix, pp. i 'y ’ » 49,

% s A. Lawrence to Cherles Summer, Oot. 10, 18358,

Lavronce, Agos A, lAMregcs, p. 14l.
am A. Lawrence to Xrs. Sharles Robinson, Oct, 30,
1884, Robinson Pspers, Folder IV, 4 (Archives, University of
Eansan, lawvenoe, isanses) (hereafter oited ms "Univ. of san").
Also soe Hilllen Lawrence, Hesmorles, pe 7.

‘mmneo to Judge Hoar, Nay 10, 13950, A. A. L.
Ietterbook, M.d.S., 1V, 53¢.



Vioclence begot violence, for while blood bogen to
flow in tho Bstion's eapitsl, tho altustlion smong the
factiocns in Ksnses had degenerated from opposition of
loglslaturos sad constitutions % the crsck of rifle fire and
e thed of bDowio-knives. Zwven &3 Sumner wae tent orsshing
to the floor of the Senate, & pra-slavery "posse™ of sbout a
thousend mon came riding into the “Boston sbolition town™ of
lawronce , Kunsss, srrestod "trosscnoun" freo-state lesders,
srd sacked the tomol ihree days later, a “Kenger® named
John Hrown, wbo hed deen hired to protect the free settlers,
struck at Fottawatomieo Creek, murdering five pro-slavery
settlors to avenge the five free men already killed,
tho 114 wes off, and the “"ilttle civil wer" wa: on in Zansas.

Lack 1n Boston, supporters of the freedom strugsle

saipped out more rifles, wrote more checks, celled for more
aotion==and gave only one warning! avoid troudls with the
Federal suthorities! Kisk "Calhown snd his adberents oul of
the torritory,” "put s ond to thelr operations at ome,"
don't let your "boys" permit & "handful of scoundrala® to
sabarrass the Oovernsent and breed 111 will througnout the

xww.mm, Ppe 52<6; Niocnols,
Eloeding Ksnsas, pp. W9-10%.

)bv York
James C. Malin, Joh
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Country, urged «r. lawrence.” But-=and this was & large
*but®-etnls vioclsnce must be employed by “voluntoors“ who
have 2o connection with the froe-atate Governmshte-and saver,
under any ofrcumstances, must 1t be diprected ageinat the
Federsl ‘umnu“.g Lawrencs repeated this agalis and sgoin
fa his personsl correspondence with "Governor™ Robinson.
4o would be pleased to near of tnelr expulsion in sy
informel /317 way,® hie wrote the free-stste leader. "But it
18 very important that they should be the action of independent
corps of men nd 0ot of the free stste Government or mny of
its nabou.'a lawrenszse wes propsrod to sanction sny sctivity
a8 long as 1t 410 pot lmpugn “the direct authority of the
Fedorsl Government."®
in this reapect, the only dungor st lewroenve
sould see wrs the unpredictable and irresponsible sstions of
John srown, and nhe cautioned hobinson to keep & close watah

llmoc A. iawrence Lo Charles Hobiason, Ime. 17,

1857, snd Jan. 28, 18538, Hobinaon Papers, Univ. of Zansas,
Folder 111, 12, 14,

3&-9- A. lawrenos tO Charles Robinson, Aug. 18,
1889, Jan. 2, 16568, jbid,, pp. 9, 13,

Slawrence to Robinson, Jan. 29, 1853, AbAds, e Lds

% awrence to Hobinson, Dec. 17, 1357, and Feb. 3,
L85G, u&&a e 12, 18, ile0 see lawrence, vournel, N.H.8.,
’°'. 5. -
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om the "ranger.® "0ld Brown will be your husbls servant and
s officlent one,” hLe wrote, "but ne reguires some coaxing, as
well a3 30me coatrolling power nesr nu.'l Sos to Lt that
Brown roports to you regulsrly, the Now Snglander urged.
Uit i1s bad polisy to nave a rangsr like him wits money and sras
st his disposal, and ouly aseountable to people lero. S

Bven in the midst of riot end bloodsred, Amos A,
lawrense aclung steadfastly to tho striet conatitutionality of
bis position--aas he saw it. A man was free to sct on slavery
is the terpitories, as long as be d4did not transgross the
suthority of taze Nstional Government, or infringe upos the rights
of Southern states wherae they wore protested by the Coemstitue
tions 4t was the only way to obey the letter of the Compromise
of 1800 snd still prevent the territorial expansion of
slavery. This wss & suprems offort to make freedos ia Lansss
connistent with the national unity of the States.”

"m As dawronse to (harles Bobinsen, Mareh 31,
1867, Robinson Fapers, Univ. of Xsnsas, IL1I, 3,

2&-00 A sawrence to Lnarles Xobinson, Aug. 16,

1857, Abid., P+ Do
3

Jomea C. Melin, (Lawrenoe ,
u 1964) p. 201. Lawrens of
Tl Mata ot e il AGeiaed. thb FORE-ACALE. LAR. Dapestodly

wnat any course in Kanses that would oonerou« thelr
position of loyalty to Federal Hationalism




69

It woe againet this dackground of tense violance
thet the national elections of 1956 were conducted, which
sere won by the bemoorsatic ocandidate, James Sushenan.
Anxfoua to quiet the fesrful Ksnsas uproar as soon as possidle,
tue new Iresldent appolinted Hobert J. #slker of sissizaippl to
the post of Uovermor, and promised edainistrsative support of

1
wn Llupartial settlemonts Walker oslled for & constitutional
convention und urged settlers of both local parties to co-

operate in electing delegates. ihe free=stats men, Lowever,
suspicious of the Adminfstration's motives, refused to parti-
gipate 4in the comvention; and as a result, im the fall of
1858, tne pro-slavery delegates at .socompton wers able to
draft a ocnstitution whilch guarsntoed the protection of slave
progecey ia m“aoz it was then decided thst the entire
ponstitution would not be submitted to the pecple. Insteed,
the fLansana would Do given the opportunity to vote sither ror
"the constitution eith slavery® or rfor “the constitution with
no slsvery.® Lven if the free-state party voted for "neo
slavery,” the resultant sonstitution would provide for the
protecticn of &ll tne slaves wnloh wore alresty in the 'uwuory.a

Ldonardson, Sosguges and Fapem, Vi, 2061-2967.
First Inavguwral, sarch §, .

Smon A, Lawrence to Charles doblinson , Mey 16, 1307,
Robinson #spera, Univ. of ZLsnses, Folder XIIL, 7.

‘mmummm. lat Session, Vol. III,

negort 377.
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L2503 A. lawrTonce wes loud in kis protests sgainst
tals letost astion, Yite whole occuntry has become tired and
dlsgusted with the perpetuation of freuds,” ne compleined, sand
dencunced the fast that the "principles of Jonstitutionsl
loerty® nad besn “eorusned down by those sho have deostroyed
tae olective franabise in Zanssz."™ "ihe time for koeping tha
sottlersz out of their Constitutionmsl rignts las pest. any
attampt at ocoercion will result in disastrous dafeat to the
Government, &nd will bring on & crisis such as we néever have
“oal'.1 M1l ressonable messures for ridding ths Territory of
the renegzades sho have diasgraced 1t will be ssnctioned by the
pecple of the country,” he wrote to Hobimeon angrily.”?

Governor salker nimself wia cutraged at this
flagrent political triokery and anmounced that he would have no
part in sush & strategem. "I consider sueh a submlssion of the
question & vile fraud, s base counterfeit and a sretohed
davice to proevent Lhe peoples from voting,® he declared--and

was promptly removed from his office by Fresident lt\aoxmnn.3

1“0 Ae MAwronoe %o Joun w. Deary, daroh 19, 1887,
Ae Ae Ls Lotterbook, AJie85,., IV, 32-3; lawronce to Cherles
l;:lxun:on. January 29, 1858, Sobinson Fapers, Univ. of Xmnsss,
» ‘o

Cimos A. Lasrence to Chsrles Fobinson, Jsn. 2, 1853,
ARiG., 5.

3@-ﬁ_&m§g‘_§e§gm. st Session, vol. ¥,
Beport 110, Testimony of Walker.
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The pro-slavery plan went secording to scheduls: In the voting
of Lecomber 21, 1857, the pro-alavery woters pushed tirough
welr "sttn slavery® olause with Little diffioulty as the
indignant free~pollers refused to participste in what they
regarded ecs & fraud, Tae vioclor)y wis shortelived, howmvor, for
twy wooks later the pomly-slagted Iree~gtuto Lleglolature ro-
subnitted the gniire lecvepton Constitution to the people of
the Jerritory, snd it was rejacted by s free-atets vote of
woll over ton thossuand ballotas. Jopular sovereliznty had
spokontd

But Fresident Juchanan would not nhave 1ol Announolng
hie onqualified support of the oooepton Cenatitution, the
Chief ixesutive urged Congress 10 socept the pro-slavery docus-
oent, 2 Azgain in Febprusry, Buchsnan pargonally relryed & copy
of tiw ilooonpton Sonstitution Lizalf to the Jangress and
requosted that dansan be imcedistoly edmitted to the Unlon a
“an indepandeat a,,,.-’

xlmoo A, lLawrenot to Lnarles Hodbinaon, Yeb, 3,
1483, fobinson Fapers, Unmiv. of Kennas, Folder iu. 18,
mo goe uopaghan, destern Sorder, ppe 99=100.

®ksanardson, ksasazes g Fsgers, Vil, 963
FArst Anual “assnge, sa. 8, .

3

sy Pe J002. Massnge to tae Senale and
liouse of Hdepresentstlives, rodb. 2, 1888&,
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Hardly had the sresident msde nis postition eloar,
when Senstor Stephen A, lowglas arose to attuck the sdministes-
tion palicy and condeam the pro-plavery Lecompton Constitution
A% 8 violatlion of populsr soverelignty. Agsin supported by
Senator dricttenden wno oondeamed the Conatitution ss “a gross
violation of principle and good felith," lougles demanded an

nonest ¥Yote on the cptire mutouon.l

rom Joston, Amds A,
iawrence sent 8 letter to Crittenden, congratulating nls wpon
ale forthrlgut stand., “rersit 1 Lo express my gratitude for
tae Lxportant part wiich you have taken in opposition to the
lecompton schese," he wrote. "In doing so, I anm impelled by
the netursl derire which every Nerthern msn haee, to prevent the
eatension of slavery over JYerritory whioh wo have slways

sonsidered Gevotsd t@ froe labor. "%

Althougs: Budkiansn wis adle Lo seoure the support of
the Senate, bouglss brought about the defest of the Asnsses
Adesion U411 Ln the House; end the lzawe wae dendlosked.”

& Souse~denante sozpromire, known &2 the Inglish BL11, wes

d3enn J. crittenden to Adrehss LSnsela, July 20,
1388, Colemsn, gpittenden, ii, 162-4; Miiton, EBve of Conflice,
Phe 271225,

2

dx03 A. Lewronce %o Joon J, Orittenden, Msy 4, 1883,
Ae A Le Jotterbook, N.H.5., iV, 179.

3

Wﬂwm. lst Sesslon,
Appendix, ppe. 194 LT,
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sdopted «ay 4, 1853, a= = seans of fulfilling the tecnical
requireasents of popular poverelgnty shlle at tho prse ¢lae
assWring passaze of the lecoxpion "-onatimuon.l Toe people
of canoas wore Lo vote for g toird Sime on the sonstitution.
if a sujority acoopted it, Ll State would be sdaltted to the
Unlon imeedigtely. Lif the constitution were woted down, then
Aanses would have o welt until hor population was lepge
onougn to Juslily edaission--the obwilous expectation being that
the voters of Aanags would Bo 30 anxious for Unlon sztalus that
theoy wouid swullow the otherwiszse unpelatable featurss of the
pro-slavery dacunaotaa in this rospect, nowover, thé sdalinistra-
tion plens wers thwsritoed, ap the Jarsans overwhelmingly rejeoted
tine couproaise In Suguat, 1888 and voted to remain o zerrltor7.3
Although elavery sontinued tO remaln legsl in isnser for the
time belng, the [ree-solilers ept control of the Legielaturs;
ard 1t was apparent to all tha: zlavery would bo sbolished es
goon as Sanses achioved statehood on Lbts own terwe.

For all practical purposes, the battle for Hansss
ned beon won, =ad the “Cotton Wulys™ baok in New England

Liwos A. Lawrensce to Gharles Rodinson, May &6, 1383,
Aobinoon Fapera, Univ. of Reansss, Folder L1Ii, 19,

2560 Frenk . dodder, "Ine Englisnh B11l %
b, T B

34:». A lawTencze O Charies Hoblnson, May 3, \ay 4
1858, Hoblineon Fapera, Univ, of Kansea, Hider ili, 17, 19,
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gongrituletad theamselves upon tho fact that by thelr prompt
action they ned scileved & complote moral end politlesl viatory
in tas territories, without either lipugning the suthority of
the redoral Wvernment or lafringing upon the sonstitutional
rignts of the Southern a:u..‘
e varlous leading participants in the strugsle to
mtke Kenoas free were sertalin thet they hod preserved the
Union, snd were convinced that It wes the Exigrant Ald Company
shich had tarned the tide., &SI ibayoer took pride in resslling
& meeting with Congressaan Heory J. Elow of St. Louis in 1862,
shien the Wlssourisn introduoced himsell and enthusissticelly
nailed the consaquences of the Kansss viotory. "Your succese
in making Ksnsas & free state had kept wissowrl in the Umion,"
sald Nlow, pumping the New Englander's hand waraly. "“If she
ned seceded, Xentucky snd Tennessee would have gone 2l80eses
Your Aansés work nés mAde 1T possible O save the Unloni®e
"Governor™ Charles Hovlason, in reviewing the suoccess of the
freo-stato aovement, said that "tae pecple of Kansss alwost

sade the Kepublican party. They have Narnished most of the

1o0s ton Eapde Advectiser, Feb. ¢, 1808, Also see
Jobn <. Underwood %o wyer, February, {as7, mayor

Manuseripts, bHrown Univ, 1,

*Ibid., pe 7.
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meterisl to make 1t whet 1t now 1s...."* Hobinson wes
aspecielly expansive in his praine of the role of Anmos A,
lawrence. "Without your name " he told the Yenkee finsncier,
"toe Emigrant ASd Company would have beem a cipher, end without
FOUPr encoursgsaent, coursge and support, shat iittle I have
teen able to do would have beoen leoft \mdono.'z Lawrence, too,
folt oonficent that the orisis of the Union was over, and thet
the work for shioh the nowly oresated Hepublican Party had
been formed hisd alresdy “Deen effestually scoconplished® by the
Lalgrant Ald Sompony. Aa Lawronce aaw 1t, Charles Hobinson,
Bl Tanayer, &nd &xll the olher fréeé-state leadera 1in the Xansss
orusade nad "in reslity carried off the day, and all real
dasger of the extenafon of slavery asd puud.""
Fow, reflectad the Milg lenderanip, there wes only
one other thling to Qo--and THAT was TO return the political
systam of the United 3gates baok into the nhands of men of good

will: men of wealth, property, standing and intellect, whose

apooen of Cov. Charles Fouloson of lansss in favor
of the election of Hon. Bll Thayer, dolivered in Hechaniocs Hall,
Worcenter, Nov. 3, 1880, Thayer wsmuscoripts, lrown Univ, L.

“iewronce, Agos A, lawrenge, pp. 112-13.

3‘9«& of Asos A, Law: o i support of the
Slection of eli Thayer, Hoveaber 1660 (IS, Avericen
Antiquerian Soslety, Norcester, lnnchuutn).
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principlos had not teen cozpromised by the petty Joslousies
of party politice and selfieh interests. 7he “Cotton Wntgs™
now went 1n gearch of & political party which would represent
the interests not of a section, nor of a csuge, 0oy of en
fndividusl; but a Jarty walcoh rapresented the interest of the
natlon as & shioles in short, they wore looking for an
*americsn® party.



CHAAFTER VI
THE RLEVENTE moUN

in the ocourmo of the eventful years during which
Azos A ewrcaco and Lis collesguss expended their woney and
thelr eaergy to meks Hansas free, these same “Cotton Wntgs"
#re al3o seekliaz o credts & new and aoderste Holttical
party in the United States.

Mo sansas-Nebrssk& Lot hal the explosive effect of
& bombshell wpon the structure of American pollitical parties.
ot only did it cguse widespresd havos, but 1t mede & gtetus
QUe 8n%e errsngement & practiosi lapossivility., The most
badly damaged of &ll the politicsl groups were the Whigs, who
paw thefr orgenization twiated snd broken s & result of
Douglesa's bill, The Soutlern brénch of the &hig party, shich
had lonned dengercusly in the direocticn of the Lemcerats in
1352, 1n opposition to UGeneral sinfield Soctt, went over
sompletely in 1854 by eiding with Sonstor Douglas on over-
throwing the Wlssourl Soapromlss a&nd Wpietting the Compromise
of 1650.1 Whien Lt was revealod that Jrosinent Southern ahipgs
had comtributed thelr support to the 2ansss-Nedrsaska Aot,

1‘5. Fv lotcher to John J. Jrittenden, Dec. 26,
1887; George T. Owrstlis to Crittenden, Juiy 10, 1666, Golenan ,

W i, 1432, 130-1,
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Horace Ureeley soncluded: "It was alesr enough o all
discorning vislon thet 014 party dlstinctions were super-
seded and mesninglessi®?

For all practical purposes, the dresded “rirebell
in tno night" ned sounded the death=Xnell of the old aniy
party. Split asunder, taelr program repudiated, thelr principles
riciouled, and tholr leadorship dylog off (Usulel Welater,
Senry Slay, Harrison Oray Otis, Ssauel Bliot, John usvis, ol
Ancp levrence, Samuwel Appletun--all gone), the old«line Wilse
wore in a panfe of uncertaimty. Wnere could tey go¥ With
whom coxlid they ally thompelves® Certainly not with she
Demoorétsl Any vestige of Integrity thet party had posasessed
wis consldered by the Whige to have boon completely dissipated
by the gross aiscondust of Llis 10540r8.% Ror some the only
apparent alternative whs fuslon with the new politioal party
which wis even now rising uwp out of the rudble and debris of
the Aunses dobaale~=the "Hepubliosm™ FParty. Already thore was
gn alarsing movement of former Whige (nto the ranks of theo new

| ——

1&- York Ixjbtuce, Oct. 16, 1354,

“somerciel Mdvertiser, June 28, Sept. 19, 22, 23,
1855,
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organization, a3 a series of union and fusionist conventions
taroughout the Northern states began to eatadlish party
tiokets and even win locsl victories during the autuss of 6g,t
And yet, o one group of men--to Lawrenoce, Winthrop,
the Appletons, and many of the other “"Cotton wWhizs®™ of
Kaszachusetts--there wes one more political possibility whioh
would avold allianoe sith Lhe rooreant Desoorsts, bLut which
would slso elizinate the necessity of jolning with the fanatios
and oxtrealates who cosposed e rask and file of the lepublicen
perty. The answor was: 4 coaplete re~slignment of tne entire
party strocture and Lhe osubsequont formation of & new party,
with & new nAze and with new perscanel-=but wilsh would
roprosent tho old-tlme-honored Wnig traditions.? Although the

#nig party bad not always been the bYest, wisest or most
disoreet political party in Aserioan history, sdaitted
Hobert C. winthrop, it had besn "more pure, wore patriotie,
more feitnful to tne principlen of the Country and the true

no

principles of tne Constitutiom. in & public letter written

in response to iwpublican lesders sho had ssked him to abandon

b
Syringfield July B1-285, Sept. 8, 1884)
Boston Sraveler, e e%‘n, 5 : !

em A, lawrence to ir. Groem, Nov. 16, 1830,
As Ae ue Lottorbook, 4Adid., i, 211,

S@inthrop, Memelr, p. 173.
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the Wihige and leed & “"rusion™ ticket in Masseshusetts,

#inthwop stoutly dofended tie Wnig party as & constitutional
party whidi was pledged to uphoid lew and order, and whioh

ned always advanced thie nationsl prosperity and welfare. Tne
#hig party, morsover, winthrop polnted out is & direect reference
to the recont Mreo-Soil-Domocretic ooalition whilch had sont
Sumner to the Senate in 1851, hed never stooped to sny "bergein,*
end “tolerates mo treffic, ae & meane Of seowring officoses”
Above all, Winthrop soncluded, his wes: & party shich “deplores
the existence of domestie alavery within the ilmite of the
American Union," and which would "ompit no legal efrfort to

arrest and provent Lits extension™; but at the semo time, it

wtz & party which serupulously "absteins from all unconstitutionul
and Lllegsl interference with it WhALOYEr. ...t Tese woare the
pollitical charscteristics and traditicns which, W men like
Winthrop, had mede Lhe @lg party & great Amarlosn institutlon.
Now that that fnstitution hed, for wll precticel purposos,
ceased te have say furtker politienl existence, whore sould

tuere be found any other political party to express the hopes
and sepirations of mon »hw soughbt & aiddle road out of the

dilemoa of slsvery?

l'unu:rop. Bogedl, Ppe 172-8.



“here had deon developing for some tize in the
Unttod States s politioal grouping which had fosused ita
attention upon the elaralng growth of foreign immigrstion inteo
the Unlted Ststea, and which wes perticularly iscensed at what
it conpldered to bo the rebirth of the Roman Cathollic threat
in the new world. ~fledging theaselves to the work of fsolating
aAnd suppressling these undesirable importse--partisularly those
of Irish and German extraction=--local scoleties with claborate
nemes syrong up. By 1S62«3 warlous of these losal nativist
groups bad cosbined to foram thomselves Iinto e single party,
kpown offtslelly ss the “Americen™ perty--scd wnofficlally es
the “anow sothdnge™ decsuse of theo lack of information which
could bo elicited sbout its organization sad meaberehilp.)

Mnen the ssnsey-Nedrasks Act saused the “Cotton
Wolza" w disown their own traditional psrty, desplse the
esocrsts and reject the Nepubdblicens, the precence of s pre=
fabrlosted polltloal sachinery gresented unlimited possi-~
bilition. Wkile in many individusl inntancen the "nativiet™
planks of the Amerlcan platform wore quite &ppesling to the
type of conmervetive and aristoorstlie person who composed
the ranks of tre industrial and commorciel classes, these

*soeton ruo;, Oee. 10, 1853, ksy 13, Jen. 20, 135S.
1088) 5 ppe 108-320, Siu- .
(Baton houge, 1858 ;. PP 114-124.
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naticnalistic and religilous preo judices hold eseontially a

socondary and lncldentsl eppesl sthen compared to the political

And sonatitetionsld potential of Lis pwrty. sany of the coneorva-
tives regsrded the american party 33 & resdy-ssde srgsniza-

tion wiilch could e taken over, deprived of its more obnoOxious
goolal charscteristics, and utilized as & joliticsl wedge to
aplinter and destroy the oxiasting perties. "ihe leaders of

tho Asericen party are neither my friends nor soqusintanoces,”
paid Amon A. lawronce whon he first spprosched the perty;

and Jo V. 3. Smlth, Know~Nothing <ayor in 1854, not only sontinued
to seintain close business relstions with his irish-Catholle
frionda, but As &an smoteur soulptor, exeouted s flne bust of

Jonn Bornerd Fitzpstriek, Catholis Blshop of Hoston.® As

sensy wilson pointed out, “hundreds of thousands® did not

delleve in tue principles spad purposes of the Amrican purty,

but were "willing to use its mmahinery to disrupt the Wnig

and bexocratic ;u:v-ta.ou....'8 Yine wey of the essenco, and

this wig one praoctical way of Dy-pasaing the necessity of
organizing end developing an entirely new political party with

e minizaus of effort.
in addition O the organisational feotor, tne Seate

ey, oot EET SRR L 0L o
an Historicsl & H eshington, s 1, 178,

gouoon. Slave dower, 1i, 40,



tensts of tho Americsan Farty offeroed the posnidlility of »
aational appesl anlch algnt Arive the divisive elements of
acotionellien and slavoery ok inte tho odacurity of
forgotten causes. Jonjuring up a netionsl plasform of peace,
prosperity, Protestsatism and so-FPopery, many "Cotton anigs"
felt they could envision the posaibility of & new besin of
understending with their Soutnern friends. With s united
dortha~South cruséde to fight tas terrifying speotre of foreligne
bred Catholiolisan, possiliy the lmmedlate menace of the snlave
provlem mignt be lost in the saulfle,?

Sots of thene apposls-=political comvonience and
netional pride-~woere ovident ia & lettor written by Amcs A,

Lawrence to Koses 0. Cobdb, outlining the sdvantages to be

galned in supperting the new ww-‘ e Amorican party,

srote Lawrence, cherished a "purer mationality," and

although 1t would pertalnly assure toleration for all, would
Phevar sllow the diversion of the pudblie funds for e support
of pectarisn schcols,” because "we love the Froteastant religion.”
is now party would refuse to forslzners the right Lo choose

1mlln Lasrence to George W. rrigge, Oct. 6, 1889,
A. A. L. Lattordbook, I.B.S., iv, 34%. Also see W, L. Overdyke ,
siote rarty in tae (caton fouge, 1980), pp.

8.\.» A. Lawronce to doses G. Cobb, July 8, 1887,
As Ay e ottorbook, iV, K5, 100-101.



the rulers and tne rignt 0 make laws, Foreigners had never

exjoyed those rigntes in thelr own sountries and should nmot be
ontrusted with thes in Asoriesa, ssid the financler. Ynat
power belonged to “tuose uvlone wno [Wers/ educsted to

exercise 1t." in this way, those srinciples of the fathors of
the Hepublio, =3 handed down by George Mashiingten, end ae
carrled on Ly the Mhig party, alght be perpetusted by the
dvericen party.l

vl more lumsdiste flmportance, of course, was the

oriticel Lsauve of slavery. dere sgaln, ssid Lswronce, tho
Azorican farty was prepsared to mas & unique political contd -
vatione he Leposratic perty could offer no solution becavee
it wap "indifferont" to tie moral lasues involved in the
Llostitution of alavery. Tte mepublican party wis equally use-
less, he argued, since it was gasentially “sectional,™ ond

its orgemization and memborstip liunited to the states north of
the Aasom-Dixos line. Unly tae "Amricans®™ were willling and
able Lo texe a stend on slavery wolch wos consistent with the
moral lav and constitutionsl princliples. "I belfeve it should
bo trosted like a polite nignweymen," wrote Lewrence. "We
wast ride slong with him, always keoping an oye out, and when
wo 800 he moditates an overt act, thon seize Nis Dy the throat
srd dowa with Lim.™ dhen, sa if ke suddenly resliized thet nis
vehemonoe smight alars his ocorrespoadent, Lawrence continued in

1“'.0“ to Coby M, 8, 1007, As As L Lotter=-
book, MeH.8., L¥, 93-S, 100-1.
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& =ore affable velns 1he Southerners are not highwaymen, he

hestily sssured Oobb, “they are members of the ssme faully

with ourselves and we must live on yood terms with them; in

order to G0 50 we must use kindness, we must feel 1t, and wo

must not Lrriteate them Ly words; oor must wo lot them bully “...1
Alzost overnight, the uhilg power in such aajor

urben asntars es Soston, New York, Palladelphia, talticore ssd

Ste louls, took a sudden and deslided swing toward the policles

and the lltics of tue Amaricen party. Sprizg of 15854 sew

4 Anow-doining swoop 1in Jennsyivania; New York was cztiaated

to have wpwards of 70,000 reglstered “imeriosa®™ voters by fell

of thoe name yoor; and in MHassachusetts, the newly-formed

izericen party céms out of nownere and ran éeway with the

Stats Ly s overwnelming margin. in less then & yoar the party

hid Deon aDle TO aDIOTD enougn power =0 poll aver BC,000

votog=eniiicls put 1t 00,000 votes nhead of fts nearest rival.

With the sctive zupport of such prominent ex-Whig leaders se

hoos A. lawrence, and Robert C. Winthrop, the "Amoricens"

wWore able tO regeat Welr perlforuance Lo the elections of 1E0

by onoe sisin sweeping the bcuu-d.2

L swrence w0 Cobb, July B, 1867, A. A, L. Letter-
b00°1, H.li.s., ;v‘ N"b. m’l.

*Bosten Atlas, Nov, 14, 1654; Commerolial Advertiser,

Qote 18, 85, 18555 Journal of Comserce, Octe. 13, 1855; Winthrop,
Sepolr, 9. 167-5.




it wos 8 losing Tight, however, DecAuse the csauso
wia nobulous and the issues coapletely artiffolal, “he ssuce
of "sativisa" spattored violently and 4led quiakly in the
Soutn for leak of aufficlent gubstance to kosp tle flaes bright,
Sot only was the totsl pumber of fmigrants comperativaely
small, DUt ou.pide Of saryland snd Loulsiana, Seamollics ware
faw, and their Influsnce triflisg. Any hopes thet sn “anoriecan
arussda™ could s orzsnized on & natlonal level i serve to
obzoure the over-riding isecwe of ;lnm io the South, were
soon oxumlobﬂol

in the Horth, too, the American party wea nteadlly
loging sdnsrents sfter its drief and geudy triumph. Dsapite
sttoapta Lo divert public intorests inte otler channels,
national ovents wsre Torcliag men L0 taks & dafinits stand on
tho slavory ({ssue. Tho stteck On Swaner, the shck OF lawmrenw ,
tho mmasscre at Osawatomie, the Lecompton covatitutione-tiivse
wore synbtcllis of the issues that were causing men either o
Jodn the enti=slevery standards of the Hepublican reanke, o
add thelr influense Lo the csuse of the Descersts. =it looks

(ontan T 15031 S
wuge Pye BOS
ity in the Soudt, pp. Sa5-306.

al.nuu-o wﬁ PP« 180-0 July 6, 1886, &Alao
geo wullacn, Slave go'or i par r: T Issue

ty O cubrs.d‘;a. IBM). T3 ore
tho oitigens Of vealr » S0, 3, 1866,



&2 1f beooks's bludgeon has given & sort of goup ds gylice to
the whig porty® admitsted Nobvert C. Winthrop resiistiecally.

by the sumser of 1854, many leading "Americans"
aad slreacy given up all hopo of success, and now cocupled
tholy ti=ze trying Lo decicde mheother o give thelr votes to
James Guchsnan snd his "dough-face™ progres, or to vote for the
seputlican ocandidate, John €. Fremont. "I cannot go fuchénsa
sad nie platform,” wrote Kotert C. Winthrop, ss» he trled to
declde wolich wss tho losser of two evils. "Porsonslly, I
could Jlook with complacency upon the eleztion of Fremoat snd
Daytone«o DUt whethior 1 cun seo my way clear to giving sid amd
comfort 0 the Hepublisan paArty...ls anotber nuor.'l
Afrer pondering the question for some time, &r. Winthrop
doolided to vote for wnoover "stands the deat onance of defesting
the fopublicen uam..'g Apparently there wore many other
voters wno followed einthrop's exssple, for Jauses Budhsnm
wOon the electicn of 1856 with conpsrative sass.

And yet, there were many old-line Wnlga who
sontinues to aling to toe lust vestiges Of hope shilah the

S—

)
Wintarop, & pe 185 (July 11, 1856). Al®m
ses LAds (uge 379 1987, kad LbAds, Pe 167 lange 15, 1958).

Z¥inthrop to Gol. 4. W. Sever, Ust. 16, 1857, 4bid.,

« 150, Also seo Winthrop Fapers, H.H.8., XAAVI, 156-8,
t of Diary, 1058, and Oeorge T, Cuwrtls to John J.
Cpittenden, July » 1856, Coleman, Urittenden, 1I, 130-1,



Acericéan party represented, and dutifully gsave thelir vote to
dillerd 7. #lllmore, the “American” cundideto. In Yew York
Sity, tho rommants of the old powerful "mrosntile® Mnige,
sontinued to oppose fusion with the "soctionslist Democrsts™
and Roputllcans; and in Massactusot:is, Amos A. Lawrenco
rejested offers of suppor: in the gubernstorisl rece from
Doth Americans and kKepublicans, in order t suppert #Lllaore
sné work for the defeat of Buchenmie® Even afier the

eleotions bad clesrly demonatrated thne weakness of the Aserican

party, Leasronce continued %0 e n “wsorican" stalwart in the
day Stute, although by this time he 0o realized the futility
of the osuse.® Lawrence, however, nad little tilme to buced
about poiitical defeat, nor little Inclination to meditute
about the vageries of human misfortune, for snother prodles
nad suddenly sppeared whlch put the isaues of slavery and
sectionslisa into & secondary poaition for the time Deding.
viskster had strucke=-in the form of & finanolal panis, the
"Panic of 1387."

Another dangerous curve in the series of arce

19.-.:0 of Hefusal of Anow=Gothing numination for
Governoranip, Aug. 26, 1856, A. A. L. lotters, M.H.8.; AR03 As
Lawrence to Jefferson Lavis, Dec. 22, 1859, A« A L, atler-
book, MeH.S., iV, J68-%; Lawrence to Charlas Hobinson, Aug. 1,

mu. M. PLA D N

em is Lawrencoe to Charles loblinson, 3ept. i6,
wbo.l-lugo 8, 1837, ovinson PFepers, Univ. of Xansas, foloer
111. » -
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xich hed alresdy bogun o charactorize the cysliosl movemont
of the American ezonomia struature, the Fanie of 1887 was the
product of multiple forcess Over-exponsion of reilroads, over-
aroduction &f menufsctured goods, over-speculation, together
vith sn unstable banking system--all these fuztors hed served
to inflate thée sconomy to the point of durstiag., Hith tie
cprash of the Jnio Life Ipsursnce end Trust Cozpany, the paniloe
sss on, 88 Food businesses followed bad ones into bankrupltsy
and rain. Althougn the orisis Lteoll weez 5000 onded, tie
sconcuie reverderations continued for several yoears, &8
deprossion, uneoploymsnt and Snancial fndolénce provided smple
evidonos of hLow seriouzly the American econoay had been
M:wur.’too.l

Upon dorthern oapitalists, msnufscturers, industrisl-
tsts, merchants, and investors--und upom the "Cotton whaigs" of
sessachusetts in particilar=-the ¥fmic of 1857 produced &
startiing transformation. PFre-occupation with thelir immediste
flnancisl snd indestrial affairs now forced them to relogeato
their political interecsts Lo & socondary posltion untll such
time a8 they snovid once &gein regain scwe msasure of stadbility

° W, \nook (New York
1043) ) Suamed o Eenk, e e bl

Amnem ug.aton, w.‘.ﬂ-o, Jourlu; of roonomis Histary, ll
{(1942), 1=



and nouﬂ&y-" *Commercinlly, wo have been o digtressed as
nardly to be sble to consider anything deliberately, but how
to save ourselves from total prostration,”™ wrote Amos iasrence
to "Governor" Coarles Soblnson out in Xsnsas.? Dectdedly worse
than the pasic of 'S57, the New unglander oxplaled, “the
finsnclisl derangessnt In the cowtery now absocbs everything.
sere it has spresd ruin over every interest.... Or ménue
facturing interest is for the prosent completely broken down
snd duoroucod."‘

a8 & result of thias Finanolsl upheaval, snd toe
necessity of having to plunge once sgain into the econcmie
comploxities of supply snd de=snd, the "Cotron Wnlgs" found
it necemsasry to take stook of their position with regerd to
tnelr "Southern trethren.® in the yozrs following the 1atroe
duotion Oof LWuglss's Nobreska DAll bDack in 1654, the Xorthermn
business interssts had grosn nighly oritiosl of and intensely
nostile to the alms and the institutions of the Southern

x&mo A, Lswrence to &li Tueyer, July 2%, 1853,

Thayer «<enusoripts, Hrown Unilv. i, 67,

zumnco to LChearles Mobinson, Xov. 25, 27, 1887,
Hobinson Frepere, Univ. of ranoms, Yolder 111, 10, il.

3 awrence to Hobinson, vat. 19, 1857, isid., 10
Also a0 John Kurray Hortes to x&md S@mningsan, Jept. 24,

1887, Augnes, Forbes, I, 167-8.



stateos. DNIiness opposition to louglas, LTo OoULIiEnt support
of freco=204) in Zangss, and its growing spproval of Seastor
Susmer, wore all indications of a much more outspokon and
indopendent attitude Lhan the financial Sorth had over btefore
dered Lo express.

Tae Fanic changed sl)l thls. The cotton belt had
not been ar seriously affected Ly the orisis as had been the
frduatriel sress of the Eset, and the whest Delt of the West.l
slth induatrial produstion falling off slarslngly, and with
Sostorn markets drying wp everywhero, Northorn assnufecturers
roealized that they had no eltornative but to rely upon the
relatively prosperous sarkets of the South sa Lthe only oeana
of wosthering tnls serlous financial storm.® The Souts
realized thies too, bowsver, and tock full advantage of beor
sogentary position of powsr to demand a "now desl" for the
Soutiiern planter from tae finsnctal {aterests of the ¥orth.
Denouncing the “noney changers" of Wall Streot mho were bleeding
toe plantera of thelir Just profits, the South called for a
complete readjustaent of finsncisl policles--or elsel® The

—
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Bortn, 4t said, could not poselbly survive without Southorn
markete, and uniess ohsnges were forthooming, the South would
boysott "sny artiele or merchandize /31g/ or manufesture,
parehased directly or Indirectly in any of the Northern
Stoton . " Purtheraore, not only sould the North find iteelf
shut out of bouwiern markets, but would also find 1tself out
off froa the preclous btales of Southern cottoa=--until it was
willing to vome %0 satisfoctory terms. "“Wnat would happen,”
asked Senstor Hamsond in a gpeech on the floor of the Sonnte,
"L no cotton wes furnished for three yoarst™ Conjurisng up
the awful pospfibilities of idle =nills and expty spindles,
Haamond hurled defliance At the Northers stetes. "Cotton e
fingl® ne eried exultantly, as the Southlund applavded his
battleory.”

The dire threats of the South were pot lost upon
the buginess Lnteareats of the Forth. In haste, Indsed, in
panic, they tiried to Qisasscoiste theasolves from tiose
politiosl counections whlah the Jouth might oconstirue a2

hostlle to Atz interests, and onoe =sgsin begsn to sssure the L»

“Southern brothren” of their zood intentionas. Tho ery of the

iew York Bepsld, Dsc. 5, 12, 1859, Jenr. 30, 1850.

e
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Now York Horsld, that pecple must forget about "Bleoding
fsnzas™ and the "Nigger Agtitation," wes taken up in sernest

by the msaulscturers of Yow &u).cna.]

"Will tho vt commorolal
sanafactuaring interests of the Hortn indorse thls norridle and
palcidel war on the Soutz?®sgked the Boston fost. Sueh mn
Virrepressible confllot® can being o good o our New Englend
asnfactures. VYote Lt mt'g "I shut =y oyes and ears to
politics, slck of tse very sound of brawling snd bickapring
sbout slavery,® complained Robert C. winthrop, who sanounsed
his intention of ostopping the sbolitfonist Republicans Dy
voting loxoaratic Im the elootions of 1883,%

In 18568 Amoe A. lawrence was again approsched by
the Asericans and the Hopublicans to runm on the ticket sither
for Congrens or for Ooverpor. Lawrenge stil) sould not
stomach the Lepublicans snd thelr “slogans® about ending
slavery and taelr policy of “orying sand abusing the South,®
and 80 refused thelr support-«"I ocamnot desert my friende,*
be told "Governor" i.munom:.'lr Thinking over tie JAxsrioen offer,

lﬂu York derald, Uctober, 1257,
“uoston Post, Maren 18, 1860; day 19, 1860.

*dinthrop Memoir, p. 201 (Feb. 8, 1858), and ibid.,
Ve M‘m.

f4=08 A. Lawronee to Charlen binson, Aug. 1, 1858;
Anos A, Lewrones to Cnarles Male, Oot, s 1088, A, A. L.
Ibtt.t‘bock, 0005080. LV, 223-‘. 2h9=-80.
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lawronce wes feced with & sholoe of twd evils., Altbough he
might win the Congresalonal elactlon, ha would be lorsed to
g0 off to washington and spend his time and snergy in functions
in whien he had 1ittle loterest.’ Negarding the Ooverncrehip,
METensd wea oqually uncertelin, eince he feared certain doruc.s
Tne nusber of men in Massachusetts who now held "Aseciosn®
vitws was 30 szall TRl they could well De "left out of the
agsount witaout deing missed,” ssid iewrense, and wis occavinced
that if Lo ran for the UGovernoranip "I shall be beat 31y
soundly.*"
Swallowing nis pride, lawrencs reluctmmily offered
to run ea *Amerisan™ oindidets for Goverasr, only to bte
oomplotely swanged, as ke had oxpested, by the anti~alavery
votaa taat swept Hathaniel benks into offize. "Amos A
Levwrenss, the ‘Amriocan' sandidote," laughed Ureeloy's
Trivune, "is left so out in the cold that he will one day de
obliged to procure affidavits that he wea ever & candidete

st .llo-‘

1&. A. Lawronce to &ll Thayer, July 29, 1834,
Ae Av e Antturiook, M.H.8., 1V, SRS .

2., A. Lewrense to Charles Hobinson, July 24, 1868,
m, 9#0 220‘1.

Sa¢ Ay lawronce to Goorge K. Urigges, Vot. 6, AN,
fb&g-. e T4V,
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Daily sdvertises, ¥ov. o, 5, 1858,




188

Sut lawronce reogardeC nly perasonal defest sz fnanig-
nificant coapared with the Lluportance of eovery man throwing
his influence ageinst the progress of sectionalisz and dlsunity.
in fact, ne oxpressed relief when the mews from 1llincis
recorded ths re-eleotion of Jtephen A. Douglas, spperently
feeling thet thils Domoersatic viotory In the Seet had offset
the Hepublican vistory in Kassechusetta,” Mhen M. John Henry
Vessey of bogland wea dioing with the lawrences in the Seaocon
Street nome 1in ie spring of LBSE, he wss samazed to find both
“re. lowrones and ner husbasd "exprecs thelir eympathy with the
Soutnhernors on the slave qwstion, a subjoct," bhe added, "I
snould have never dreamt of mentioning in Zoston, whioh L had
alwsys considered to be the very hotbed of sbolition."®

Jne rsthér surprising déenonstration of the extent
to whiaoh this new spirit of tolorance snd oomollistion Lad
filtared into the Dusiress cosuminily =sy Ve seen in the
enthusisstic reception 2iven to Jofferson Levis during the
autuwm of 1858, Returning from a vieit to saine, the Lavie
faxdly was forced to récaln in Joston wxkeén their baby came down

lm. A. lawronce, Journal, Ma, N.H.5., lov. 12,
13, 1630« Also seo Doston Dally Advertiger, Nove 0, 1838,

%
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with the eroup. dever had Joslon oxtended s more gracious
wolooww. «rz. darrison Grey Otis came over in pearscon to
mnurse toe infent through e night, waile ke alitizens of
donton prepared an ovatlion for Welr prominent vielitor from
Sigsissippt. On Qctober 11, 1855, rFsneull Hall was packed--
atanding moom only--shile on the pletfors men ilke Gdward
Bvorett, Hodert ¢, afiatiirop and Zaled Cushing todk plosaurs
in introducing thelr guost aa the porsonification of
"inteileatual cultivation sud of eloguence, with the practiesl
qualities of & statessan and a general." 1he sudience wes
completely captivatoed; end whon svavis made hile appenrance,
tae audlense 1020 g3 Zwsge o Jive the Southern stateszan
a dosfoniog ovetion.t

fy too fall of 1859, then, there were aany
rossons for tnlnking that relations with the Jouth weore
read justing thomselves into a acre norasal psttern. Folitioes
Led beon pushed into the beground, old friendahips were
being renowed, and oven now imos A, lewronos ard othor lsaddng
conservetives in the =ay Stato were speculating about the
possiblillities of forming s new ocvmproxise politicsl party that

—

i

300 iudson Strode, on Ue '3 .
tou-k. 1955 . SO sdic g s Hﬁ_ 0

.l (,ﬂ' mk. lﬁﬁO) » PP 35  »
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would transcend sectional jealousies end locsl pnjudlooo."
Althouzh the Ammrlosn perty hed fallen %o pleges, periaps

& f'resl attempt mignt meet with more success &t thls
particular timeld “Me must now look for some originel and
aanprenonsive polilicy wiloh will s0meend Ltaslf to the

patriotisms and good sens=e of the jeople,” wrete L3I Thaver

to Asmn iawrence, "srd shell be in agoordance with the origin

and spirit of our smat.‘e
Yrom fnlliandelphile, Edward Joy Morrieo, foraer dnig

Congresszan from Jennsylvania, sent word o Andes A. Lasrence

that a "netlonal orgenization” was beoling crested in that

state, and "Americans” and moderste hejublicans were

cosbining tielr forces In sn effort to down the Lemocrats.

Jore such wnlons were deing areated in Now Jereey snd ielaware,

aad sews from sentucky pointed to the cevelopmant of a siallsr

wovesmat theres "Would Lt not be well," asked sorsls, "to

3
gtart such & moveaent io dsssactosottet™ Lawrence

dimos A. Lawrence to George N. Yrigga, Oot. 6,
1869, Ae A. L. LoSEOrDOOK, HeHeBe, LV, 340

221l Thayer to lawrence, Hov. 18, 1658, A. A. L.
u‘m" NC“.B.’ 1’ Lld.

a‘udnrd Joy dorris to Asos A. lawrence, Nov. 20,
1688, md_‘.’ P 117,



spparontly thougut 80, for with o hesty cjaculation of
"Glesasd sre the Feacesmkers,” he lmuediately set to work
to form “a party of comeilletion in the country,™ snd
anpounsed nimself resdy for "say sort of combiaetion thet will
unite the oppooxt&on.'l “God grent...thet natlonsl strife
oAy 50090," he prayed, "wille a union is made of tihe
opposition all over the couatry, that owr pecple mey lesrn
to discriainate betweon natred of plavery and hatred of the
South.*® Contaeting his influsntisl friends snd collesgses
throughout L£08toc, «awrongoe pleadod with thom not Lo be
steppeded inta the extrexos of the Demooratic or Republican
positions, but to hold fast Lo the tims-~nonored snlg
principles.® w.en B hesrd rumors that George Lunt snd
Coorge 5. Hillard, editors of the Soston Courisr, were
thinking aboul goimg over Lo tho Loscaroets, lLawrence wrote
end asked that they hwelp form a new party. '‘he Uemocrats,
argued LaJrencs, favorod & low tariff, sponscred indsfinite

lhnomu W aherles boblngon, Jma. 7, 1859,
Kobineon Pepers, Univ. of Kanses, /older .n. 20. Aloo seo
wewronos, sile Of iswreusze, p. 14b.

a.lu-:n uwrmo‘ w e A L lettor=
bOOK, KetleBs, iV, Adogens s LECTST WiE Drobadly wrritten
sometlimes Surlag oorly Dombor, 132:4 but Lesrence negleated

108

Lo ivolude the asme of his correspondent.
au-romu O Jnaries lsle Oct. [], h}g‘ PPe
260-60, sod Lawrencs Lo J. Me Be wililons, Auge xa.

ibig., ppe E90-10.




territorial expausion, and had engineered the "unjust and
disgraceful® ZLaneas affeir. <or concervatives to give sid
and support to such a party and to such principles was un~
tulnkable. Yne real answer, seld Lawrence, lay in 4 new
cosidlition, & naiional party, suich would unite 4ll those mho
cpposed the pollicles of the zushanan sdalnistratiom--oxeluding,
of course, tho oxtremo nopublicans, because of thelr sgita-
tion over the slesvery gquestion. “Without such o umton,™ the
finansler sonoluded, “"wo may ss woll sbandon the govermment
%0 the Lemceratle pcrty."" .

Convinced that such a political occalition wes the
only possivie alternative Lo disunlon snd war, lswronoce
sorked ener otical.ly o construct tho framewory of &n organiza-
tion a8 8000 as possible. e priand into nni‘oo Rany of
his closost friende~=tze cotion manufascturer Hathsn Appleton
snd his couslin willles appleton, Jeorgoe Jeabody, Tamous
moerchsat snd flinsacior, vonjsain F. Butler, lawyer md
investor «L0 wbs one of theo lurgost stoskholders iam the XUddle~
sex Miiis of Lowell; as woll as sueh proainent “Cotton wWnig"
political stalweris &8 lobert C. ainthxop, George iillerd

« Lasrenoce o i sint and George 8.

dillard, Aui. bt 7l U B 4 e e

236-7, and awrece 1o'J. ke 8. éilliams, Aug. 18, lass, svid.,
3-40. .
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(of the Courier), Ueorge Ticknor Surtis and Aufus Choete.
faown 83 the "Constituticnal Unlon Perty,” the new politicsl
party, seaded oy lLovi Jincoln, former “Jotion #aig" Governor
of sssoachusettis, began to aake Lts shaky sppessance toward
the end of 1659.1

At waa Juat at this point that Jobhn Erown lsunched
nis famous attack at Barper's rerry, Jotober 189, 1859, which
gont & shlver of horror throughout the entire Scuthlend amd
caused the “Cotton Walze" o thros up thelr hsnds in deapsir.
Mournfully, «dward Lverett sarned dobert sinthrop that this
would surely pave the way for tne "final nuampm.'z
Fearing that the South woull Iintorpret Syown's Lll-timed
attook as proof that the entire lorth nad turped "abolftionist,®
wWie business comzunlty desperately aocught & way out by
tryiag te convince the leaders of the South thet this was the
work of a single, unsupported meduman, and wes In nNo way
sanotioned Dy tha oconservative gsatlemsa of the Hoptn,
dritiag %o filllaa 4. Seaton, sy-editor of the influsatial

Sstlongl intelligencer, Amos A idwvrence lsbeled Jrown an a

"aono=maniac™ who wes pot mantally responaldlae, Uamtiaged the

Lioos A. Luwrence to levi Linooln, Lereh 21, 1880
‘o A La A‘tt‘l‘boox. u.d.&.. WV Mo. “. Bo.ton .

e
bvarett to Wintihrop, Rove 13, 1059, Bverett rmro,
;&b. Aloo seoe Doston Advertiser, Feb, 24, 1400, snd June 18,
-



attack as "quixotlic," snod pleaded with the louders of the
Bouth not to oreste & martyr out of a medman.’ To Senator
Jofferson Uavie of Mlessled ppl, Lawrence sent formal sssurances
that nelther %6 nor hiz assccletes had been conmected with any
of Brown's plans outelde of Ramas; and to Governor Wlso of
Virginis, ilawrence Lfosued a direct plea for a fair triel in
virtus of the faot that Hrown's nind had "become discrdered

by bardship wnd 131ness.”?

Fearing that the latest catastrophio would wreck his
wollelald plass, As00 A. leawtence contasted sudh lesding
"anionisss" in the South se John J. Crittenden of Kemtucky
and Jotn Bell of Jennosseo, seoking to fors polilitiocsl
gonmections with compronise sovenents in othwer ztatesr 80 &a
to orgenize the Conatitational Union Farty on & national
soale bafore toe eloctions of 1660.° Lawrence partisularly
singleod sut Senator Crittenden to be the nationsal rizure=
hesd of the new purty. A olose friend of the fsaoue Adbbost
Lawrence, long-time aupporter O anip prinolplss, outspoken

— - —

las0e A. Lawrenoe to ¥. 4. Seaton, Oot. 25, 1853,

Ae Ao Lo lottorbook, welleSe, IV, 352-5,

zm A. awrence o Senator JelfTerson PLavis, Des. 22,
1089, » PP+ 30«0; Lawrénce to Cov, Henry dise, Uot. 282,
1659, » Pe B35,

anmn AOrEAn Lo LaNrenon, Led. L3, 1859, A, A L.
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opponent of the dansss fiesse0, Crittenden was consicdered Lo
ossers mll tas neossSAry personsl and politiesl guelffica-
tions to capture the votes of responsitie, tninking soders
ttes, Lorth and Souti. “ahat 12 wantod 12 & progrise .
lawrence wrote to the Lontuckian, urging nesty sstiom. Virf
7ou will send ze two notes of three lines esach in your own
banderising, Ssking 50 shether the Unlon=loving msn of
Angotichugsottn aro resdy to unite with the opponents of the
lemooratic party in the other Stetes for the defest of that
perty und of all extront!ote, 4 will promise to argsnize thils

4 ) 8
whole State Im elyns weeks." Lenator Urittenden himself,
Lawrence pointed out, whs the now party's biggeat ssest,
and assured the Sonator froa Llontusky tha A he would de

the party's csndidate, ever the sumservaetive Hepudblicans

of «upsachiugetts would vote the wnlon ticket-=ospecislly
since the party's pistform weas siready calculated to sppeal
to the wealthy industrislists of the NOrth.® @his was an
unporalleled cpportunity for tne amnufesctwring classes of the
dorth to Joln with the sleveliclders of the South to oppose

L&aoo A. LasTonce to Jeoan J. Orittonden, Jan. &,

1960, A. A Lo LOUTorDook, 4.H.8., LV, 375«6. Alsc sce
Colosan, yplttenden, il, 153-4.
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the "irrepressidie conruot.'l

for & anort time, nopee ran high ss prospocts for
Sorto=Souts aecdrd seemed o Do texing s turn for the Tetter.
ihe “ualon of the States™ was more laportant tien soytning
clse, sald mufup Choste, wiw insisted thet oll Amrica's
troubles would be endsd wheon union was pro.orvod.' A=o3 A
Murenod hlmself took s brief tour through the South cerly
in 1380, sad upon his revtum to Loaston ccnfidently sssured
ils sppreisnsive nelghtors that be hed Llnourred no risk what-
soever, “iow uistsken the oplnicn 1z of the two gestions of
tio country in regard %o the feelinge of esc: other,” he
pid losopnized., "isy God make thexm »Ove friexdly and more
omuilous snd exocel In promoting the grest couse for wiles our
government was uade, "> Seecking to izpresa his Sostaern
frionds sith the need for & united oppoaltlion ageinst the
fnrosds of the Repudlicen party, lasrence coatinwd to
plosd the cause of nationsl unity. “iowever badly we think
of slavery (end the Northern sentiment lg pretty =uch alike
on that subject),” he wrote to Lacrson Etheridge, Wnlg

1
F. H. WalZer to Awe A, lLawrevnce, Yob. 24, 1880,

Ae A e lottors, Welled., XX, . Also see Joseph (arks,

Jdobn sell of lepnosses (Maton Avuge, 1U80), pp. S60+7.

Ao gm' sbgsts, I, 309; loston Jourler, say 25,
.

Stawrence, Amos . iawrenss, pp. 163-4.



Hepresentutive from lennessee, “we cannot jJeopardize the
Unlon of toao wtates Ly stresgthening s seotional orgm:uuon."‘
inis ssae sppesl for nstionsl harmcny was ecnoed,
A0 & aore formel and public swnner, Uy Lawrence's friend and
fellow-mgnufacturer, sethsn Appleton. Appleton nad Just
Pesd an article In the Rloimond Snlg by the Honorsbtle
SLAliaxs Co Eives of Virginia, snd wis g0 lxprossed by the
poscoful sentisents and resszdnable approach of the Svutherner,
that he lmsediately wrote an "open letter™ to ir. Kives,
reviesing the mutual probleas of the North and the South, am
plosding thaat the Union be pronﬂod.g Adressing nimse 1f
to his fellow=Northornsrs, Appleton ssked thea to glve up
telr sttenpts to abollish slavery. Amalgamation was
fapossible, emigration wias lupracstiosl, snd sanibilation wes
unthinkable. Sines tuls oxhausted the posaidbllities of sy
proteble solution of e slavery question, further sctions,
ne omoluded, “are utterly idle sad !'uu.lo.'s
Iwrning to tie Southernors, Appleton made & siallsr
appesl to resson. “any continue this uscless agitstion on
more avstractionst" argued the mmnufacturer, whon the South

lm h. Lawrenoe to Hon. bmarson atheridgs, April 2,
1860, A+ A 4e Sattorvook, KdioB., IV, 381-2,

2l‘atnn Appleton, i
L. W i yoi s e




SAreacy LA posscssion of sll the land where slavery can be
profitably employed. ahy dissusa tueories of political
power shien the North fs slroady outstripplng tie South in
teras of populetion? shy discuss the possibilities of
dccession wien e SOuth cannot evea control a presidentiel
eloction? 'he tise has come %o fsoe cold, hard faste.
"Your true pailedium is the Comstitution cf the Imited

States," stated Apploton. “Phis L& your ark of safoty....there

£s in réality nothing between the Horth and the South to

quarrel about."?

We Co Rives wis delignted 10 Find that Dis own
exyresslons Oof sympathy and offection hed produoced suoh a
responzive reply from tze Oay State, and Immedistely had
coplos :mde of the longthy letter wilan ne then distyd buted

to prominent men and newspapors throughout the state of

Virginia.®

With such sentiments and expressions of rriendsniip
veing exsnanged botween reasonable gentlomen of the North
and the South, Ams A. Lawrence and hls friends in Dosten
nastesed to organize thelr new "Conztitutional-Union® party.
Honded by lavi Linooln, and baoked by suoh leading oltizens
A8 ADOS A. Mwrence, Ceorge reabody, Ceorges Ticknor curtls,

‘aopleton, satier to iives, pe 4.

2:-. Ge HAVes to Nathan Applaton, warab /}, 1880,
Hasnsn Appleton Fagors, ««.i.8.




donjumin Butler and Senjumin Butes, the new party made ite
sppoarance in Lecesber, L858, basing its platfora on
nationsl unity and declaring an unchangeable unlon indiapens=
able to the prosperity of -n.‘
Despite the fanfare of optimian, and the initisl
entousiasa shilch actospanilied the firet weeks of the new
JANLY'S appoaranco on the politicsel scons, however, there
was little hope for the Somstitutional-Uaton perty. Laciing
grass~root support, bitterly asseliled from all =ides s
*siaple-ainded” snods snd mercantile “Ersamine,® the Talonists
could not oven provell upon orittenden to Do & candidate, and
as & result hed to settle for Johm Soll of Tonnesseo and
Edward sverett of Asssschusetits sz thelir standurd-besrers,
suah Lo the diaguet of Anos A, lewrence sho considered the
tslonts and reputation of Crittenden Milponmu.g
Hobort . Winthrop waa forced o sdueit, grdglingly, that the
hapublicen condidate, Lincoln, had "some ability snd some
sdabsiiity,” sod oven Amos A. Lawronce ocould see the band-

writing on the wall eith pelnful clsrity.”

luo. A, Loxronct W lavi linecln, Jdaren 21, 12880,

Ao As we OLTOrDOOK, d.l.S5., iV, J80~9; Doaton Advertiser,
sayel 0, 1800.

am A. lawrence Lo Jolim J. orittenden, Mdey 25,
Yy 20. 1“0. Ae Ae ~o Mtt.vbook, Aodo‘.. ZV, ‘000 401, Also
206 Loleman, Lritte , 11, 206, 207, and the toston Advertiser,
Sept, 19, 1569,

3&0““ G. Wlnthrep to Nathan Apploton, June 15,
1860, lsthen appletom Fapers, Keld«Se
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Concoding ap early ss suy, 1080, that "Ola Abe and his osplit
reils" oad won the public support of dsssachusstts, he
denounced tne tialdity of bis erat-mnile friends--"the
intellilgent conaervative men, ihe groat merclantz and anue
feoturers=vuio Lad exprossed claborate spproval of the
valon ticket, and tuen voted for someone olooll
Lawsrence 's pesalimisn wos woll founded. Abreahen
wnocols was olsctod in Loveuber, 1880, and the Sonstitusiconsl-
Uplon party wont down to defoat. ihe Cirst resstion of the
Jdortuera sanufscturer was to neavs & Alsgustsd sipgh, shrug
hie showlders in soncyance, and tien procesd t¢ endure 1ife
under s Hepubdllcan adainfistraticon with atoic cslme After sll,
ne rationalized, it hed been 8 folir eleotion, and unler the
circumstances 1t was a part of the americsn poiiticsl trsdition
10 co=gperate with s duly eleoted governmsnt=-regardless of
o wes ranning “.2 Eeslides, wiat 414 the election of one
san meant Whet oouldd he do with toth Houses of Congress
sgainat zu.n?a' "it &3 too early, as yet, to judge of the
result™; wrote Robert C. Winthrop, "bubl s . Winooln 12 a
auen wore moderste person than any of the loadors of nis

,'Am A, Lawronce to John J. Orittenden, xa&y 25,
1560, Ae A L. “‘tﬁOerk. h'..‘l.S, KV, 400.

“soston courler, Bov. 10, 17, 1480.

SLewrence, Jpos M. lewrence, Pe 156



party, 1 hope ror the vest."* Thore whs no great couge o
slarm, 20 why 00t wait and sco suat develo,ed?! Anxiously,
the hortuern sonservatives pleaded wits thelr Zouthemn
noizibbors to adopt the smme ucmm.’
Toe Souts, nowever, oould not bring Ltsslf to look
upon the olection of Abrehan Jdncoln with such ealm Lndiffer-
ence. As 8000 s the results were known, tae South Carolina
degialature called for a Stato convention, stileh, on
Decexbor 20, 1880, adopted an vrilnance of Secessicn. cefore
the ené of February, 18981, six other stetes of the lower
South hed sarcned deflantly out of the Unloa, snd were
organizing theuselves into the "Confoderato Stotes of Aanrleu."s
Ine sorth wes stunned al the swiftpess with whioh
these ovents had taken place and outragod at the idea of
gecesuion. Jawrence's friend Johnm Dell, presidential cendie
date of tno Comatitutional-Union party cundsmnsd the Ldes in
a9 uncerteln terms. "By no prineiple of pudlic law, by no
¢00s of morsli, by no law of eart: or ueaven," he declared,
Teould aissiesippd Oor mny other State Do Justified, usder

Yiobert 0. Wintarop to Count Slrocurt, Nov. 10, 1860,

Hinthrop Papers, K.i.8., AXAVI, 166.
Zioston Advertlser, Now, 12, 15, 1360.

380. denry Adazs, "The Sscession Winter, 1360-1,"
froces s of th s RLIAL
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exlsting circunstances, in withdrawing from Lhe u:mm.'1

e Union was "a governwment of the people inst tuted by the

people of all tue States," stated the conservative idvertiser,

And not & compect Detwesn thoe atates which sny stale mAy

rescind at plouuro.a
Wt of speclal contern L& industrial Mesasschusetts

®an the initlal lupeact of secosslion upon the Say State

0con0XYs A3 carly s Legowmdor, 1380, an sgonlzing wall went

up froo the manulacturipng conters throughout the State as

Bortan=o0outy ureds camd Lo an abrupt halte--snd all for what

HSathan appleton sontesptuously referred £o as “an impracticadle

idoa, & neoentity, connectod with the Institutlion of lhnry."‘

Coarles Bliot BNorton comented on the “universsl slarm,

gonoral financilel pressure and groat comserclel esbarresssont®
wnlcl resulted from numerous business fallures and factory
cbut.-dms.‘ VJur money people hero have been badly frightoned,"

lsoston Daidy advertiger, Dec. 13, 1360,
¥io1d., Jan. 23, 1881,

“hmmumm.sg%n.- Jan. 1, 1881, Spesoh of
Batoen Appleton, Veo. 15, 1 .

4 ‘ -
saran Sorton and sark adolfe nowe
Spsrles Bliot gorton (@ vole.; boston, 1913), W, .
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wrote Jonn Auray Forbes to Jharles Sumner, "end many decente
looking mon.e.would Sry o have & kind of compromlse sade
that would proatse 10 patel up Gifficultiss end their pockets."®
in southern Asasachusetts, roports told of “hundreds™ being
thrown out of work; and in the western countiss observers
predicted thet the mllls would shut down completely in ninety
c‘.nya.s The Ucurior rsported that the "Soston streets today
are full of discharged worksen," as the aumber of Misiness
fallures Degen %o mOWL Up.. Ihe manufasturing interests,
now beuly frightoned, wataued the averags prices of & share
of stocu Lo cotton sweeting Arop Ivem $SL5.34 down to $304.22

enilo sales were falilng off at an aloaraing ut.o.‘

Lo
moasure of tow dogrees O milcu hystoris gripped Socston may

be seen 1in tiw frensied way in which popular wreth was turned
upon local Mdolltion groups, sho wers blsmed for having

foraed the slavery lssue to suah & oritisal eand unsospromising
state of affeira. Um Dece. 5, 1860, & howling tend of Dusiness-

son and ofrloe clerks, “"solld end respectable zen," lanvaded

1Jobn Aurray Jorbes to Soarles Suwmer, Leo. 22, 1880,
Sumner 4ss, darvard niversity.

2L, ¥, Holbrook, North Bridgowster, to Cuarles Summer,
beo, 2, 1860, Adid. Alno see Loston SCourler, Des. 16, 1260.

Sibid,, Lea. 3, las0,

‘ -
Yorke, g§$?n, PP 44-5, Als0 see Stmmpp, Apnd
the Sox vgoe, poe =D
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Yremont Tomple and Droke up & weeling sommemorsating the
exesuticn of John Brown.l Wendell Fiillips pudblisly lmshoed
out at this “broadeloth wob" the following monih, and in &
tatnly-velled reference to the younger lamrence, condemmed
toe “esnodbbion sons of fathers letely rich, anxious to show
twengolives rottan befors they are ripe.” S groat wus
pabilo resotion aainst the orstor, that the combined sfforts
OF regulsr pollicenen, specisl dotectives snd his osn private
bodyguerd wore roquired to Xsep the Avolislonlet from deing
iymched az he left the nall,”

But obviously, this wan & situstion wilch demanded
steady hands &2d clesr minds. Unce agsin the "Cotton dhigs™
of Mogssanusetis were oaught up Io a fresgled offart to
foreatall bloodshed azd restore herzony to the Usion. wWalle
soaproxise proposals welro beling presented to the Songress
by such men 63 willisa H, Seward of New York in the Senate
and Cnarles Mrencls Adeamn 1n the House, tack i Boston, Union
meotings were onse sgaln deling held in Fameull Hall in an
attompt 50 arrive at some mutusl usderatending with the Souws b

lopringfiold Hepubliosn, bec. &, 1869,

Z4oncell Millips, Speoches, Lestures and Letters,
Ui. ol9-342.

Sgars1s0n, Life, IV, 1-10.
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#illian Appleton, the manufsoturer, hurrisd dowm
to the netion'o sspital Lo the middle of Docesber, %0
sscerialn the seriousness of the political situastiom, and
to use nis conasliderabls influence as an outstanding industrisl-
18t snd formor Congrossaan to foster the csuse of intore
sectional peads. Rospite nis seventy-Ifive years, the slender
0ld gentleman received numerous callers, visited both Fouses
of Congress, had dinner with Frealdent Buchansn, &nd discussed
pational affalrs with nls businoss collesgues from various
parts of the country. 7The prospects wore not oright, and he
was disturbed Dy what he sewe-although he was not yet certain
what 1t all mesnt. “No partiss of any kind, sll saxiety and
gloom,” he srote in his Diary, tryiag to fathom the strange
mood of the olty; "yet not without hope, but no present
11gnt >

Eeports of the groeing soriousness of the situstion
convinced Appleton's fallow manufscturers beck in New England
that groater offorts were deminded of them. A Commtttee of
leading conservatives of iassachusetts, headed Dy Amos A.
Lawronce, William Appleton, 2dward Everott, Senjamin Curtia
and Ueorge Surtis Ticknar, all forsor Constitutional-Unionists,
eirculated a petition through the Stete caliing for tho passege
of tue Crittenden compromise. One petition, deosligned O appoal

ptery of Williem Apoleton (Des. 13-20, 1260),

PP E30~%.
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W epublicans, was ghresed in genersl toras snc =arely oslled
for tho "psoeifia settlemsat of our present 41ff1cultion.”
Lebeled the "Doughfase Fotition® und desorided as sbout &
mundred yards long, & foot in dlesster "when rolled up,™ this
potition assumulisted about fourtecn thousand signstures. A
socond petition speoifioally ondorsing the Srittenden Compromisze
eds circuleted throughout the Jassschusettis communities and
gathered uver twenty two thoussnd plgnatures. Hoth the doau-
=onts were soundly denounced by the Republicans a3 contatning
the fravdulent aignatures of persons who wero thoaghtless,

fgnorsnt and um.n!‘m:-upa.8

Nevertioless, & group of “unlonesavors,* led Ly
Anor a. lLawrencs, Sdward Lverett snd Aobert £, Ginthrop left
for Washington, U. S., bringing with theas their hignhly touted
potition shich Senstor Srittondsn pressnted to the Senats on
Februsry 12, 1001.% Onily & anall pert of & glgentie woive of

x »

dos ton %;og fob. 7 Springriela M#};m
Jag. 15, 24. 1881, 50 :oo Jobn.J. Cr{ttox:don to Amoz X, g
Murence, ec. 18, 1860, A, &, L. Lotters, ¥,H,5., XX, 193;

iwobert C. Mnthros to Oprittonden, Lwo. B4, 1660, Winthrop Papers,
‘0“050. WVI.

%rthoMW, Jan. 28, 1B81; Boston
Yeb. 23, 1081, 200 David d. Potter,
3 Jrisis (New Haven, 1WEg),

”' -

Shobert C. Winthrop to Edwerd Bverett, Jen. 21, 186%;
Everett to Winthrop, Jan. 22, 138L, Iverett Fapers, M.H.3,
Algo gsee Robsrt C. Winthrop, b. Diary Fragesent, Janusty, 1801,
Ninthrop Papera, XXAVI, 170-2,




business dolegations mhich poured into Woshington during the
l0at week it January, 1861, the Bsy State lsaders called upon
fresidont Duchanan, Viece-Zresident freckinricge, Genersl Soott,
Wr. Sewsrd, Ar. Sumner, and practiocally say other prominent
political figure who would listsn to them. > weperately, they
tried %o impress the locders of the Uovernment with the urgency
of tnelr appesl for naticomal unity, =3 cotton-conscious New
onglend held its breath in expestation. But 1t was a loeing
flant; for ths dolegates found hospitality and sympathy--Ex-
Froaident John Yyler offered “sincere aympathy™ with thelr
aission and Mllere Fllloore prayed taat “you will do sll) you
can to eave the Unlon==but no Sstion.s Perhaps Senstor
Saarler Supner expressed the cold realities of the situation
shon be U0ld the orestfsilsn ccamlittssmon, with & oynioal
smile, that their efforia wore "of no more use then & perny
siiastle in o umn-'s helr purpose a fad lure, Sverett and

1 swronce o ppe 100-7. Jstiopal
.}e&g_lﬁmns%:. Jm.'zm'%ﬁ{i’m%.

an » rabd. 9' 1861, ?OMP, siness ve » Poe so’
suggenta that it might have boen cnlled "LUSLNeSSERN'e
weok.

2Jctn Tyler to Edward sverett, Jan. 29, 19613
sllard PLllmore to Lverett, Feb. 16, 1881, bverott Fapers,
KQ“OSQ

3B.obort C. Winthrop, ®s Lisry freg=ent, Jauary,
1061, a&nmng‘hpvu. AIXVI, 10-2, and lasvonce, imos A,

ZANrongs, o




Lawronce were forced to make tholir way back to Zoaton in the
face of ridiculs and laughter. "Only to think of itleethe
groat Hoston petition has come to nought,™ crowed the Spring-
fleld Republiocsn. "The misalon of Everott has failed;
lawronce nasn't saved the Union. And why? Sisply because
thelr potition didn't mesn anything. Just lssgine M. Everett
sdainistering & bread-pill to the !nvalid Union; and Asos
Lawronce carrying & pint of oold water o extingulsh the grest
conflagration shich 1s already liaking the plllare of the
grend Temple of Lbertyi"?

The only hope, now, that war might be averted, roated
with the "Peace Convention™ that wes sspeadling at Willerd's
Kotel oa the cormer of Fourtsenth Streest in Wasxington, even
As the despondent Lusiness sen of Zoston were leaving the
city. Firat suggested by Virginisa as a means of avorting
nostilition, the FPosce Convention received favorable response
from & nusber of Northern and border ststes, snd waes scheduled
to moet early in February, 1861.8 Although Governor John
Androw of Massachugetts, long s bitter foe of slavery, was
reluctent to gilve any sign of support or reocognition ta the

ltmnom Kepubdlioan, Jen., ¥4, 1341,
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gonvontion, the four cthat men like Lawronce and Zverott, who
"scarcely represent our class of opinion® might "volunteor"
thelr own services, lod him to serd u group of srominent anti-
plavery sepublicans 0 Join the delegations from fourteen other
states in a last-minute attempt Lo atop the um&.1

Hopes ran uigh in tusiness oiroles, stocks began to
rise, and finsnoial Journals reported the disappesrsncs aof
"ranle” and the quieting of “sommsreolal fears." The "political
dirficulties,” it wes promised would noom be settled, ard the
erisis ended “sithin a short uao.'z The momentary optimism
that war might De sverted was even reflectsd In the upesrd
swing in textile meles during late Jobruary and osrly darah

Lt wos no use. A mooting with Fresident Duchanan
yielded nothing; and a nesaion with the fresidentecloct,
Avranas sAncoln, wio bed jJust arrived in S$sshington, oaly
gonfiroed the worot fears of the Southern dolegsates, and
sonvinoed tne Northerners that the noew man was inflexibls ix

lonarlas F. Adams to John A. Andrew, Jen. 25, 1361,
Henry Greenlasf Pearson, idfe of soun Andrew (2 ¥ols«;

Boston, 1904), 1, Ab6,

e e o Fork Teituae, b 26
3} Jew York D.

srorun, 2opperell, p. 45.
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uils purpose O preserve the '.ia'ncun.1

The situstion wsz ewven
200 depressing behind the coore of the conference room: &t
Nillard's, a5 L1 became more evidemt, day after dey, that
somproaise was 1pposalidle, All sttorpls to resurrest Lhe
srittenden propossls wers regarded by Northerners as outrignt
fsurrender,” wnile the Jouthern representatives wore doterained

to Rosept oothing luo."

Just before Insuguration Dey, the
Aineffoctual Convention conoluded 1ta pessions, with most of
Lo Goparting mosders convinced that ell hopo ¢f reconstruating
the Union wes gone, and that Sivil wWup wes Mmm.a “izh

Loe news Lhat the Lighly touted "reamco Songresa" nsd rsalleq,
the stock market collspaed, and New bngland salos plumsstted

Lo en appealling new low.b by insuguration Day, the mood of

the naclon matched the raw, biting chill of that mesorsble day
Lo Jarch winieh ssw the new Fresident promise no oconflliet,
unleas the South provoked 1t; bul shilch laft sverjyone ss tense

and as unoertain as defore.

:mgnoa. rorm » 187 £f; lwolus 5. Gnittenden,

W 90 (few Yorik, 1883), pp. 391e3;
uhitvenden, .za{ﬁmwm

!mv.York. 1984}, pp.

Zaugnes, fopoes, 1, 200; Cnittenden, Keminlycences,
P B3 E

“sughes, fordes, I, 200; Lumond, Secoseicn sovament,
Pe 208,

‘fourpal of comerce, Keren 4, 8, 7, 18613 Yorke,
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Hurdly had Abraham Uncoln taken the solsmn oath
of offfice, whion the problem of the Federal forts put an end
to any further indecision on the issue of Union. Fort Sumter,

as

in Coarleston nardor, was without provisions and reinforcomonts==

but any sttespt by Federal warsips to relieve the fort would
undoubtedly meen m.l Waat would the Presldent 40T Kven as
Lincolin pondered his doadly dAllemua, and as the nation watched
and walted, sr. Willlax Appleton was salling out of Nes York
harbor, abossrd the steamer Nashville, bound for Charleston.o
Inis trip to the South was for reasons of health, insisted
the elderly industrlialliet; but there were sany of hie Bay State
nolghtors win acoused nia of other motives. Apparently
sonvinsed that dppleton Lntended an eloventh hour attespt at
sompromise, Charles Hale, editor of the foston Daily Advertiser
publiecly oriticized Appleton's wisit, on the grounds that it
would te unjust to “oruelly deceive™ the South iInto belleving
they would find en "aotive ayspathy®™ in the North.>

On the evening of Thursday, April 11, 1861, the
Nasiiwille lay off the Bar outelde Cherleston harbvor, swaiting

oy Meredith, S

®ary of Wilitem dppleton, p. 236,

>
Caarles Hale to Jaumss 8. Ano ril 24, 1881
dlsoellsnoous Manusoripts, M.H.S5,. Ll ; '
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the turn of the morning tide, About fouwr o'closk the next
Borning the crash of csnnon brought startled passengers
rushing from thelr cébins. Througn the darkness before then
thoy could zeo the exchisnge of firo betwean the guns of Fort
Suster and the zhore bvatteries of Fort Shnson. "Every flash
we ooculd see,” srove Appleton, broathless with excitemsnt,
Utuen the amoke; then followed tho report; the bLombakells we
saw sacend snd would anxiously wstoh whelzer they fell in
Fort Sumter,*d As scon as ho ocould romch land, the old
gontlenan slboowed his way through the cheering orowds and
the marohing squares of the “seven or eight thousand troops
in tols visinity," and telegraphed the oleostrifving news to

hie cosleazues in sfsstenugotts.” ue guns of Sumtor had
SPOKeNn. Nd wir whs on.

There wags no doubt st all in the minds of the ocotion
samsfacturors that their place wis with the Union-="we swust
atond by our ocountry,” Joln Whitin told & custozor soxowhat

ruofullys” Kobert C. Winthrop sould see no alternative but

lusuz of #illiem Apploton, ppe 2367,

aunu. Appleton Lo Sathan platon, April 19,
1601, Natnen Appleton Fapera, ¥.K.5, 20 soe L. F. Holxwell to
Edward Sverett, Columbla, So. Carclina, April 20, 1851,
Bvorott FYspers, M.H.S.

momss H. Nevis, e {Camdridse,
2950), pp. G4=~8. Alzo ses Bostom April 17
i,ggig Boston Post, June 18, AGC1; Hoeton Apetl 13, le,
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to "support the powers that Bo...in thelr measures for
defending the Cepital and upholding the Fleg of the Comptry.®
&nog &. lawrence assuwred Nilliam Appleton tzat in the North
taore wes now "unanimity of sentiment about suetaining the
governsent,” snd he lmmedlately went of f to offer hils omn
sorvices to the State,” Turning a1l Als resources over to

the disposal of the Federel Government, Lawrence mow devotsd
&ll hie extra tlme to drilling reginents of loocsl volunteers,
aad Anstructing young Harvard undergriduates in the manusl of
armss iho mmsufecturer had now bocome as enthusiestio in the
cause of winning the war &5 ho had been in preserving the
peace~~indeed, he was disappointed thet Idncoln had only
ealied for 78,000 voluntesrss 500,000 would be more 1ike 1tl°
And yoi!, altbough war was an accomplished fact, and Le himself
nad made his own position clear, lawrence felt morally bound
to make at lesat one last effort to preserve shiat was atill
loft of the Usion. In hopes of prevailing upon ads rriends
and mpeoaintes Lin the border staten to remaln loyal, lawrence

i
Rodert C, Winthrop, Ddary, April 16, 1881, Wiathrop
hp.l“. 8.8.8., I.ml, 1730

ahoc A. Lawrence to William Appleton, April 15,
17, 20, 1861, A. A. L. letterbook, £.E.S5., IV, 415, 420, 422,
n:o see Lawrence to Coloael lezry lee, April 17, isel. ibid.,p.
421,

SAmos Lawrence to Willlam Appleton, April 15, 1861,
Lawronce to Semator Douglas, April 15, 16861, 1ib ppe 415,
416, Al2o sos Lawrenoe, Adzos A. lawrenos, 9. -9, 1737,



dispatched & flood of letters, stressing the faotor of
unanimity in the North, and emphasiring the destermination of
its war effort. "The North Lis becoming ame groat arzy,” he
wrote to Sénator Crittenden of Kentuwoky. "Zvery man is for
supporting the government at all haszards, and there will be
20 dolay in moving vast messes of fignting-men down o the
vorder."t (iner letters begged promiment person: in the
Yarious Dorder states 0 stay with the Unlon at all oosts.
Senutor Jonn oell of Tennessee, the fonorable James Cuthrie
of loulsville, uis Honor, Mayor EBrown of Baltizore, the
Roverend K, J. Sreckinridge of Lentucky, and lobert Hidgewsy
of Virgiole, woere sll reciplents of sppeals from the Yankee

72l

aill osmer. "Bvery man 1s & volunteer...we &ll stand together...

the lNorth bas Deen growing more snd mOre oonservetive...the
South had notaing to fesr, AbsOlutély nOthing...." lewrence
threstensd, cajoled and pleaded with them, possibly with

some effect, ror wnils Virginis and Tennossee joimed their
esbattled slsters in the Confederacy, ¥aryland and Kentusky
rezained with the Union.

1Att:»a A, Lawrence to Jonn J. Crittendem, April 13,
MI. ‘n ‘. LO h“."m. “OHOSl. n. ‘17‘18.

314-"». to Kovert Ridgewsy, April 16; Lasrence %o
Bov. K. J. Breckinridge, April zg‘m lawrence to Jonn Jell,
mtl “‘ ml' m, "O ‘1’0 4. ‘28.



Ehile the textile manufsoturers hod no doudt of
toeir political responsiblilities, wWolr ¢conomic position
was in & state Of grave uscertalnty. Wuat cculd e done?
Dolr wockora were olther golng off to war in large nubers,
or else thoy wore leuving the =ills o take higher paying
! Bundreds of millions of dollars
owed DYy SOULhOrnD Serchants wore noO longes colilectivle, and
staggering buainess losaes were bolag writtea off by Northern
wholesalers. HReports from the South pointed ocut that =oat

merchents and planters “soewed to dolight in the fancled
2
"

Jobs in defense industries.

relosse from thelr obligations secesslon gives them. Bt
the most serious threat of all was the lsck of raw cotion.
Tho Unton blockads was sure to cut off the export supply of
eotton; the Confedoresy insisted that ahe would produee no
wore; end Oreat Britalno was bildding lavishly for the regserve
¥ tenind closed

doors 1a every textils fectory, worried groups of men held

stocks of cotton neld by Few Englénd millas,

worrled sonferonses in & frantic offort Lo hamwor out s0sw
solution. What should Chey 40T What could they &7

‘favin, Bitein Mashine Works, pp. 54-5.

2
Sow York Timen, ¥areh 2, 1861, and New York Tribune
Marach ”‘ I“lo ! ' ' =

Ses Also E. ; =1 . e Tr
{Baton aou?o. 1850), gg. ch—o; F
Biplonesy (Snicmgo, 1951), pp. 31-3.
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e only possidllity which offered sany hope at all
0 ths Alstraugnt sanufacturer, was that the war would bo a
short one; sad with al=ost childlike nalvete they olung
fiercely to this comforting thought. Ama A. Lawrence ssaured
hie sister that te Unilcn would be maintsined, the "stars and
stripes™ would wave over the entire seaboard “before lNew Yesr's,
sod ovalr the whols cOountry before another New Year's after
what.® Toen he sdded, with finality: “Mere a3 no =ore doubt
sbout 1t then thet the sun will rize."l %4 reveliton s
oruabling,” etated the Springfield Hepublicen sonfidently;
and sssured by Senator William H. Seward of Xew York that
"sixty dauys more will give you a more cheeorful atmosphere,”

sany =ill owners scted with & confidence born only of tuv.8

Sonvinced that the war would bDe over almost sz 200n a2 4t had
begun, tne venerabdle sMerrimmck Munulsoturing Sompuny took the
1ead in what was later to be colled "Lowsll's stupendous
blunder,” by closing fts doors, dismissing its worksrs,and
iigquidating its cotton on hand at the high murket prices

waieh thon preveiled. Other mills followed the losder,

reduced thelr oporations, ant Llikowiase #0ld thelr surplus
cotton stosks==all in the expectation that it would de "busimess

damon A Lawrence to Mrs., Arnold, Mey 27, 1381,
A. A, Lo Lottorbook, M. H.S5.,IV, 434,

Sepriastield Sagublisen, Juiy 18, 1881, Pev. 2, 8,
Boston ﬁgg day B, . soo Stanmpp, And the War
PP 18-19.
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a8 ususl® after a brief but insonvenient Lnurluco.x

Khen the cold 1light of reality finally dawned, when
newa from the front lines gave evory indlostion that the war
betweon the atates would drag on indefinitely, the results
wre tearrifying. Having slroady dumped most of their cotton
re30rvVes On the Open mArcet in exchange for short-term profits,
the =11l owners of Aassachusetts could only look on 4in hslp-
less frustration at empty faotorlos and idle spindles. But
thoir great politicsl dileama was over. The era of comproailse,
conooosions, Faneull Hall meetings and elaborate petitions,
was & thing of the past. Wnlle the mmnufsoturers would have
to work out thelir individual floanclal srreaagements during the
course of the war 1tsslf, and reésort 1o almist fantastie
lsngths to Obtaln toelr preclious cottan supplies, their purpose
*as now cloar snd taelir goal wis gself ovident: Tho Unfon =gt
be saved,

%"m, : y ehilp . PP« 54-5; George S,

Stk pow Lo O R ahr L ag 1950) PP+ 186-8; and
- o (Km:cheater
1815), pp. 77-8.



CIRCLISION

dar had come to New England., It was & war
shiich many prominent snd influential New Bnglendera had long
fosred, and a war which many of their number hed worked long
&nd nard to avold, Althougn the :pecific efforts of the
Magsachusetta "Cotton Whigs™ in this regard ultimately proved
W De unsusccessful and futile, the very faot of thelr efforts
i1s significent. That these Now baglsanders were willing to go
0 such extremos in order to avert & confliot mhiiak they
conaidered to be doth political and ecconomic sulcids, shows
quite clearly thet at least one significant portion of the
Sorth dld pot regard the cconomic differences betweson the
North snd the South ss essentiklly divergent or necesserily
aantitneticals, O=n the contrary, it woulld sppear that the
cotton textile Lfatorests of Masasschusetta consiastently
rogarded thewonomy of the South ss basically supplesentsry
and, sdove all, mecessary to the ecmomy of the North.
While it is true that these mon showed a personal moral
avoersion to the institutlon of Hegro slavery, time and time
again they desmonstrated thelr wlllingness to forege their
perscnal conviotions i order to maintain the political unity
and ecamonic atablility of the Natiom.



o wotives of the cottom manulesoturer of
doonnohupctie 1o pursulng his course of agtlion were not due,
solely end excluslvely, tv ressons of ecwonoxis self~intereat,
but o an oversteolming decisrs Lo presorve the Sonntlituticnal
gtructure of the Apéricen Union--as he saw it. Ihis was no
papnezaxd reticonelization of political wiecws wileh he
periodically adjustad fto sult nils fomporary finansiasl situge~
tion; but, rather, 6 ocdnorent and loglical pattarn of Constitue
tional bollef. Iin tho Intereete of nationsd wility the Nocthorn
industrielist, &5 Cypifisd by Amos Lawrencs, showed niasell
ready and willing 0 compromise with the South on matters of
ssonoaie policy: Bne gradumlly lessencs nis insistence onm 2
uigh protoative tanifs, and even indicated s eco-operativae
sttitude towsrd efforte of the South to bDeoovme industrisilzed,
aegerdlens of his perscosl dlslike of slavery, the sanu-
faoturer went out Of his wey to deccunce snd attack the
Avolitioniete wio SoUELt o tadpor with the “posulier inssle-
tution® where 1t was slrondy ostablizhed under the proteostive
sanstion of Constituticnal law.

“he axpansion of alavary Into territories, however,
was not expressly sancotioned bY ths Conatitution, sad for
that o800 the sanufecturer felt he not only hsd & right
pat also & duty to flight against expansion. Els opposition to
the annexation of Texss, and hla dDitter denunsiation of the
doxicen War, ottosted to the violonce of his copiniona ¢n thia

cze
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score. Aoccaptancs of the Compromise of 1560 casw only after
Lo we: moreily soavinoed that the geography and topography
of the western lsadn would sutomatically pronidit ths
Llaportation of slaves. In return for granting the South the
prinolple of extending siavory into the territories, the
Jorthern manufscturer fslt sssured that hia Scuthern brethren
would not resort to ite prestice. In the yesr 1850, meny a
mill owner of the Bay Stals considered his Sonatitutionel
position Lo have boon nmotU only Juetilfied in thweory, but woerikable
in practicer tho Constitutional privileges of the South has
teon upheld, but slavery in the territories had Doon provented.
e Rensss-Nobrasks Act upset this dsliocate
Dalunce by nullifying the sissourl Compromise, end throwling
the Mdwestern lends above 36¥ 30! open to nlavery. ULespite
tae sonse of personal outrige which charaoterized the violent
resation of the sotton man oF the Yorth, ho still continsed
Lo operate within the rigid framework of Constitutionsl pro-
geduros. Ine movement to populute Xansss with "free~soll*
settlors wan aerafully condusted Ty Amoz R, lawrence and nile
colloagues a3 &n exclusively voluntoer sad extra-lsgal enter-
prioe, disarscoisted from sll gontaoct with the foderal governe
mont, oaven utile every effort wis béing made %o ostablish
froe governmmnl In Keneas, e sasulacturer contineed hile
efforts to L[spross tie South with the honesty of his intentions
AnG the sineoPily Of nis purpooe. LU was with this objestive




in mind that ‘awrenoe and tis frisnds worked long and hard in
todr valn sttempte to form & "sstional" party during the late
Firfvies, &40 with rexarksdle peralistonce trled to find a
pengofal sclution o the oerucial dilesma oven after sccession
hsd become sn historissl fact,

Ay far as the cotton manufacturer wes oonoorned,
ttien, tae Civil dar came about despite nls efforts--certalinly
5ot besause of them=--and in this point lles the significance
of whatover value the preséent dissertatlion may possess.
if, a3 Milip Fonor hans Cononatrated in hie Husinegs end
Slavery, tue lMow York merchsants wora unaltorsbly opposed to
war; snd if, ss this theals has attempted to show, the
dnssachusetts cotton manufucturers assumed p simiiar positiones
sHat Sorthern economic forces did desire &n inter-ssotional
sonflist? As more ovidence comes to lignt, rogarsing the
esconomio policles, politickl bellels and personal conviatione
of the Aserlcsan businessman before tuhe Civil War, Lt would
soom more dAifficult than over to oustaln the thesls thst the
“ar wes the product of the Winevitudla" clesnh of two
separate and divergent sconomio 2ystens. vn the contrary.
the Amriosn mmnufscturer would appoar to have Doen sooag
the oost powerful and iafluontial forsos oconsistently working
to provent the disruption of the Unicnm and energetiocslly
geoking to estadblish lharsonlous reletions detween North and
Southi.

225



Le

BLOLLOGRAPHY

Ecimary danusseipt Sources

Sathen Appleton Aanusoripts, Lassachusotts
distorical Soolety.

Nothen Apploton mnd dharilcs Laumer, Gorrespondense,
July-Septenber, 1843, Hsre Book Department,
Boston Fubliec LEibrary.

John J. Crittenden sanuseripts, Uivision of
“gauscripts, United States MALrary of Congress,
weslilagton, b, C.

Biwerd Sverett danuscripts, dessachusetts
dlstortcal Soclety.

#llllen Lloyd Garrison .@nuoorzﬁo. Hare Zook
Dopartoent, Boston Fublic Zibrary.

AROS lawTence danusoripts, sasssonusetts
istoriceal Sosloty.

0s A. lawrance Msnusceripts, arssacnusetis
Historiosi Soclety.

AR08 A. LARTOZS0, Spesst on dehelf of El1 Theyer
dmetican Antiquarisn Sosiety, Worcester,
“eanaohiusotte,.

Charles Robinson Xenusoripts, Manuscript Arctiives,
University of Lanses, Lewrence, Kansas.

Casrless Susmer hanuscripss, Hsrvard College
iiorery, Gesbridge, dassachusstity

Ll Thayer xsauscripts, John Hay LAbrary, ¥own
University, Providence, Rode Island.

Hhn C. Warréea Lenuseripis, Messacuusetts
Hatorical Joolety.

toboert J. Winthrop Hanusoripts, dsssschusetts
Historiesl SHolety.

229



Ala

£Eisary Frinted Sources

Amos, H, V,, o0, to_Dosuments Jedorsl Relstions,
'mim.' ml:.%“ M . .‘.L

. . sarres enceo of » walhoun,

Ol
mn‘m. 18”0

Appleton, Nathan, let t C. R
% . Boston, 1360.

Appum Sathan, Nemoir of Abbott lssrence. Soston,

bl hrfairs. E vl T e YorE iy sarein
. © VOls,.; ork, .
brown, Samml G., W&m
32 15 Life, "2 vols.; Sostom, Jo6d.
Chittenden, iucive &. afnn.} Feminiacences, 1840~
iS50 {¥ow York, is

.
SORN as

Surtis, Ponjamin K., A Mencir. 2 vola.; Boston, 1879,

Emeorson, B. W., and Fordes, W, 2., ¢ds,.; _{g%
Eslph Weldo Bmerson. 10 vols.; 2oaton, .

230




Hlgginson, Thosss W., Cheerful Yesterdawys. Boston, 1888,
811, dsmtlton A., demolr of Adbott lLewrenge. Woston,
1884,

dosr, G. ¥., Wmmunm 2 volse;
sow York, -

dughes, sarah, ed., i ¢
durrey rorbes

. vols.) Soston, .

boving Swweny ;“'- e
leton,

andy, teanjamls, The Aapr o Texas, Millsdelphia, 18285,
dorison, samsel L., A

UOVI.ns, &lhn. .d., ‘olicy ier -9,
Now York, 1952.
Borton, Guerles: 8., ed., T A 6ll.

2 vols.; Sow York, 1 .

Fuillipe, wondell, Speecies, lecstures and fettsrs.

DOlm. 1892.

Pierae, ward i, Zompls g tetters of Cnerles Sumer.
4 vols.; Soecton, -0,

Wienardscn, Jesso ., ed., gesidges and fegers Of W
fresidents. 1l vols.; sesnhinglon, -

Kobeine, <nandlor, “sescie of Fon. ¥L1lllsam Appleton,™
O ) deasechuxetts distor 1

Saoi8 » » .



hoblnson, susries, Ihe fanoas Sonfligt. Nee York, 1889,

&obln;&% william 5., Jwercinston® Pen~fortraits., GSoston

Swmer, Gaariss, Jomolote Wworks, 20 wola.; Zoswon, 1600,
shayer, =11, A silstory of bhe Zansss Orugede. MNew York
1839, '

flciknor, Georgs g{o, istters and Journalg of Gedrge
ncm”l é YOois.; 8 ’ .

Unitod Stetes, © 9 al U W' O8 3
1‘: “‘.10“.

» Zopurosaiona) Olobva, 294h Jonsross.
¥hd Gension.

» Sopzresasonal Globe, IOth Coppress,
55 §ulon.

» Zonaressional Ulobé, 3lst Sonoress,
Lat Session.

» Songrensional Ulove, 3Sird Scnoress,
L6 Session,

yaneregcionel Ulobe, S4th Consres:,

a0l S0a3Lo.

L ’ ;‘ - a
“Tot Seaston. .
¢ LONS 1o 3 > G
m Session.
s Journal, 23Lh Jongrose, 2nd Sasalcn.
» Houze Journel, SSEL Jongrese, l=t Sessicn.
UOI. nro
» House Heports, J65th Ccpgress, lst Sesalon.
Che .
» uonste Jowrnel, @3ty Songress, end Sossion,

debster, Fletcher, M.b&‘W
W YOin.) Aatiome

232



233

“20!‘8. Br‘”’ .d.; - 4
sdder nd _Hee nmm-mm
TIMW"“(A-ISU’HT’[‘_: :
s the Year 1356, N¢

Wnite, Uoorge 5., Xepelr of Semuol Jleter. Mulladelphia,
pEST. N

#iathrop, Hovert €., W&Sﬂ
2 valae.; bBoaton, .

nnthrop. Bobort ... "!uoi.r of don. llutun Anlwon,

Winthrop, Robert C., Jr., Megolp of Robert C. WAnthrop.
boaton, L8697,

SNowspapers and Ferjoflgals.

Boston Gourjer

Boston Laily Advertiser.

Boaton Delly Atlas.

Zoston BPilot.

Bopton fopt.

Bostoa Y¥imes.

Charleston loroury.

Dosiow's Commrolal Eovisw (Now Orieans).
Bune's Morchants' ¥agepige (New York).
dourneld of Cogmrce (Yow York).
itverator (Boston).

Havional Intslligensor (Washington).
New York Llmes.

¥ow York Trivune.

Hiecheond Enguirer.



iVe ESecondary Sourges.
Mags, Henry, *The &cngm Winter, 1300-61.'

Mazs, James T., New England in tho Nepubllg. Boston,
1928,

Aloion, bobert G., The Rise of the Now York fort. Hew
x”" 1”’.

Appleton, Natnsn, Iantrodustion o ho Fowe
. A + 4, 2 . : > - 5 1

A -

Atzerton, lowils 8.‘ Sdorcantile Eduostion in the Antew
Bellum South, v

Jdestssiond Velley stertonl Seview,
JAXLX ‘1“3)‘ -640.

Austin, George L., Mstory of wsssughusetts. boston
1873, ! ”

Earnos, Ollbert H., The Anti-Slavory lmpulsei 1830-44.
Now York, 1985.

Bateholder, Samuel, Ip

Besn, Willlas G., “"An Aspect of Lnow-Nothainglame-Te

I ant and Slavery,” South Atlantlc Quarterly
XXIEI (1924), 319-334.

, "rarty Transforzstion in Massachusetts,
With Spocinl Heference to intecedents of the
Ropublican Party, 1840-80" (Unpublished M. D.
gggruuon. Bopt. of Hisvory, Marvard University,

auoxgor ¥o W., The Life of charlos Fobinsog. Topeka,

.
Bowsher, C. S. PMALW-
iustin, 1921,

Eowrne, 5. 0., "Me Ynited States and Mexico, 1847-48,%
» v ‘lm)p 481l-802.

Bowen, A., A Ploture of Soston. Boston, LE629.



238

Bowen, Jeaes L., Masgachusotts in the ¥ar. Springfleld,
1890,

dretz, J. Py, "Boonomic Beckground of the uborgomty,"
Amosioen Histopfoal Hoview, JXCXIV (1929), ~264.

Srewer, Laniel J., W&M
Amlgrant- Wew York, .

Erowne, George W. %&Mﬂw
sanchester, iﬁ .

Sruce, Kathleen, !m%i_l_rm_mmm
Sree. New York, .

3‘“‘@”357"053 Ho, dhe Middle Period, 1817-1883, New York,
1897,

Carroll, E. Xaloolm, Orixins of the Whig Party. Durhaxn,

1925,

Catterall, Ralpn C., Ine Jocond Benk of the United States.
Chicego, 19C3.

Clark, Vietor 3., muggg o; Mmsm;m in the United
Stetag. 2 vols.; New lork, .

Gohn, bavid L., Zpe Life end iimes of fing cotton. New
York’ 1956.

Coleo, Arthwr C., 1 H o

New York, 1904,
, "idncoln's Eleotlon An lmmedilate Mensse to
Slavery ia the States?’ Americsn Sistorical
Eoview, XXAVI (1931), 740-767.
Gole, Cnarles S., Jr., “dorace Rusmell and the Slavery

mioa.' Sow Englapd Quarterdy, XXIII (1950),

Copeland, dNolvin T. o ® i
- .' -

Craven, avery, fhe Joming of the CGlvil Sar. New York,
1942,
» Ine heprossible Confiict. Satan Kouge, 1809,




Gurreat, hisherd, Paglel sheter and the Rise of Netlope)
Soston,

wurtis, 000"& Tey m &‘. g‘ ﬂg!l “b‘&o 2 vols,.;
sow York, 1870.

cutting, slizabetn, Jefferson eviss Foliticsl Soldier,
M YOPR, lm.

Do.ngexl'ggfd, Goorgo., sra g « New York,

Darlisg, arthur 5., Mﬂﬁw,
ASe4-48. Naw Heven, Te

Davidson, Pnnlp, "induatrieliesn in the Ante-Bellum

South,” South Atlantic Wuerterly, XAVII (1ses),
40825,
beVote, Pernard, Your of lecision: 1846. Soston, 1942,
Lawey, Lavis A. ganmm.mm.n_m_mm.mm
Xew York, T e
Juh:ig?‘%mmmmm. o ]

bodd, willlam 5., The Cotton Sipsdom. New Haven, 1820.

» Uwight, Antis ) o e Civil W
y « AN » -
’ 6 Seces . Naw
York, 1 .
s 9d., Soutmern Lditorials on Sesession. New
~ York, Lsdl.

Eaton, Clesent, Slgtory of the Old South. New York, 1949.

"Rosistonce of the South so Northern
" TadTcslisa,” New Sngland Querterly, VAIX (1998),
21e-23L,

206



237

Fite, tzorsoa D., fgo fresidestisl Ssampelan of 1860,
Xew York, 1911,

Foster, Herbert ., "Welstor's Seveath of March Speech
spd the 3egesslon Wovemeat, 1850, ﬁ;am
Historicad Neview, XXVII (1se1),’24

Muens, Sleande, Leniel Weboter. 2 wvols.; Hoston, 1930,

£ > b S bR Nlt.; Now

Olover, Gilbert G., W&m&ﬂu
Lfforta. Nashv » .

Glover, John and Cornell, Willlam, %‘anhagg_o;
dworlcan Industries. Now ¥York,

Greensiet, Ferris, ' A ven Soridse.
BOOtOD. 1“6‘

Sacker, Louls ¥., he Trlusgh of Asericsd Ceplteliss.
s‘. YOl‘k, 1 -

daxilwa, Holman, ™ 'The Jave of the Winds' &nd the

Compromise of 1850,° Jownsl of Southern Eisters,
XLIX (1887), 351-3583.

Sammwond , EBray, Politics Az r « Princeton,
1967,

tu-rmton Fred, "Neathenle lronuou derzs i - at.udl in
-ﬁhvors Politice,
(lml. €26-€54.



Hert, Albert S., Slsvery sod Avolltion, 1331-1543. Uew

York, 1906,

p OC., como.ﬁoa.‘l% History of ltossachusetis.
S Vois.; bew Jork, -l

Hawk, ~mery Y., Econoais tfatory of the Saouth, ¥New
Jork, 19%4.

daynes, Goorge 4., “Causzes of Lnow-lothing Success in

Wassecnusetto,” Ausriosp Historicel Fevisw, 1l

(1007), 0702,

sorbert, silary, Tne Abolition Srusede and its Cone
2980200208, Heow Iork, .

dodder, Srenk d., "Ize Englisn 02£11,% Jjonuel ke
at

'mc dailrced Sgckaground of the Janssas-

.\Eebruka Axt,™ ?!ugg;gg}, ¥olliey distorical Heview,
LI (wa,p 3' .

doldswortn, John and ﬁmg. vavis, W
Lanka of e Upited States. Washingwn, .

Hopkins, Jenos de, 3 o sl Partis the
U - . orK, Ve
Enely, W. 8., "The Sasrps Rifle Episode
fuatorise) Revisn, A1r (1007} Ses-ped il
'}‘M.’ L ‘o' 2 =3 maberieo . »

iowa Glty, L .

Jomnson, Adlen, Stepsen A, Louslas., New York, 1908,

Joanzon, Semuel, "'iho Jonesis of the New Sngland Emigrent

Ald Sompany," New insland guasterly, 11l (1020},
90100,

&irkisnd, sdwerd G., & ULRLOrY of Averioen koonemls
L“Oo 3‘" Ym‘ -

&nowlton, Svelyn Hd., Egpperell’s Progrags. Cesbridge,

19
Sorngold, nalp,

o QNan

238



Manb, Kobert, "Ine Eatroprencur snd the Community,"

W. Willies Miller, ed.; Jambridge,

sanders, a.run Wey e, "sunufecturing 1o South Zarolisa

1515-60," Business History Review, Warch, 1534.
lawrence, Hodert 4., Uld Perk Street snd 1t Vielnlity.

Boston, A9Rd,

loyd, Arthur Y., ﬁs Sleyery Coptroversy: 163150,
caapel H.N.l, .

~athin, deinhard H., "Abrahan Lincoln and the Massachusstts
énlge in 1848," Hew Englend Quepterly, XIV (1841},

E19-632,
sodoloine, dlster X, Greees, ronotary snd Bank ™
of Jscksonisn Iegosracy. i g, -

dalin, Jemes ¢., Jahn wnd ond of Fifty=
25%. !“.alltdof%i! 5&5.
Wmm lawrence,
&anpes, 1 .

"froslavery Bsokground of the Xanses Strugzle,®
Eissiasices Vslley ilatorisel lisview, & (1923), 265,

Aann, &thur, Yankee ieforuers he Ur » Gembridge,
1%64.

doDoweil , MM, “Uodstor's words on Abolitionists,"
dow snglend guarterly, Vi1 (1934), 31s.

#olleo, Ynomas ., eod., sz_m
Zoliticel Serties. washington, .

deXgetor, Join Bach, H;atox’-* oE _l%o h%gh of the United
States. 8 vols.: Sew Jork, - .

“.01‘”, f:. 30, t w. "& -
boston, iW2d.

Hilton, Uoorge #., & sonfls Sze
£ad the Hepdleas Wer. oSeaton, 4.

sttoholl, cresdus, e indugtrisl Kevolutlon in the Sowsh.
beltimore, 1 2 Pie -0,

23%



240

Mt.oholl, uroaAus, Will iﬁ §§! Fastory Mostsy of the
2On8ERAN , "‘7: .WW.&
865, Soswanm, .

woody, hobert k., "'x'no ¥iret Yoar of the Eaigrant Ald
Sonpany," ls terly, IV (1831), 143.9,

sorgean, nodbert J., Al I 3 e
Zoder Johp Jvior nooln, Sedresks, .

sorisen, Seamwel nilot, B
1782=138Q0. o8ton, 1wei.

“V’.n. “hocas He, 550 i < .
Canbridge, 1950.

Sovins, Allan, ine smergence of idncodn. @ volo.; New
York, 1550.

e Ordesl of tne Uolon. @ wols.; Haw York,
- -

#ionols, Koy Pranklin, Ine Bsacorecls sachine, 1850-54.

o~ M aru Azo ‘ . lNow
!OPE. ta‘a.
y Franklin Flerse. Milsdelphie, 1881,

Hye, Rusocel H., 4 : u i
paformars, - . .

overdyke, . Larrell, 2w= ) .
daton Xouge, 1950.

Jwzley, rask L., >otton U mRC¥e. Lhicggo, 1651,

Parks, Joseph ., J B lennesses. baton Nouge,
i580.

Farrisgton, Vernoa, W&.&:}m
S vols.; Bow York, .

Patton, Jomes N., “idotesz on the Fifth Amuel munf of
0

the Southorn distoriecal Joglety, From a Synops
of u mpesch by inomAs 7. .a.ruu‘ T2is Cotton Quention

&t done and Abrosd, 1843-1061,'" Jeupnsl of Southern
Xiastory, Vi (1960). 8C-87.



feabody, . Aoy Gayl Foubody, ier te
want wedford,

feurein, deary 0., e ?[; g& John A. Andrew, 1381.5,
£ vols,; boston and lew Yorg, -

Forkins, soward £., "ie lelense of Slaverr In m
fortnern Frese On the Sve of thw Civil War,”

Jdourasl of Southern Higtory, X (1943], S0L-31.
s 88,, ﬂziﬁa S0icorisis on Sevession,.
2 vola.; Few York, 1WZ.
Fliko, James SiLezaerd, | siv Th
ten Yeors of 1 m . in the U
. . ork. -
FYonge, George K, , ; = & « Unhspel
“41k, 16806,
forver, senaets #., ibe Jecksons und the lees. @ vola.j

santridge, 197,
votter, evid ., Mwum
Srisliz. lNew zaven, .

Rendali, J. G., ipe Ciwil ver end heconstruwotion. bBoston,
1937,

M-h;. Jum finy Wm.l_mm
v 0Pk,

#ay, £+ Urzaan, "Gonesis of the mcu-:fobﬂsn Aot,"

Wm&mmm_mm (1814),

dezneck, Ssmuel, "ihe mtlunnco of Lepression upoa
Asoricen vpinion, L887-9,% &

Alastory, 43 (A945), 1=23,
Maodes, Jumas Jond, Zig

Rives, deorge L., Zie Iniid Stazes Snd Nexico. 29%ic
Ad4d. Z wvols.; dew ork, .

<41



Hodbtuon, Duniel M., "From Tillmen to Longs
Striking leaders of the hKural South,"
2L Southern Eistory, iii (1W7), 269-310.

e attert e S e o e,
o £ . - ois, 1524,

Sswyor, Jotin B.,, "Tue Soolal Besia of the Ameriom Syatem
of danufacturing,” Jousnel of Scopomis History,
XIV (1954), 361-379.

Scnouler, Jamez, "The m! sarty in Massachusetts,"

mﬁchuutis Historical Sostety Frogosdinzs, I
» "ove

Scalosinger, Apthur Mo, Jr., 1o 4Aqe of Juckson. boston,
1945,

Schwarts, Harold, "Auglitive Slave Days in Boston,"
mma KXVIL (1394), 190-21%, Zox

Serugham, dary, Peagont g of .
how Yox‘k. i .
Sears, Louls M., Jefferson and the Bwberzo., Durbas, 1927.

Sellers, Charles G., Jr., "ho Rero the Southern Wnigs,"
Assriosp Migtorigal heview, LIX (1954), 335346,

Sellere, James L., 'm: Economic Incidence of tho Civil
Wer in the Som’él;&) v
. -

feview, XIV (2

Shlaksen, Vora‘ "isonomte Mistory of a Factory Town:
Caisopee,” SRith Collese Studleg in Hislory,

Simas, dHenry H., A’Wm&m&.mam
Ghapel B11ll, .

Smtwn, Justin 3., Zne Angexation of Texss. New York, 1911,
s It war with Mexloo. 2 vois.; New York, A0160.
Smitn, Theodors C., Zartles ané Siavery, 2880-1359.

New York, 1906.

Saith, weltor 5. snd Cole, Arthur u..‘w
s dusiness 70~ o« € o, .

c4E



2¢3

wthW

. ow rK, .

Spring, ke W., Kepews; e Frelude to toe War foo ths
‘nga.xm. é@‘ » -

Stampp, Senneth M., And the Wsr Cpms. BHaton Nouge, 1950,

Stanwoed, tdward, to Ire o 2 vols.;
Seston, 1916, Vol. k.
Stephenson, Nsthaniel W., aa & Soxican War,

New Haven, 1921,

Stone, Alfred k,, 13:0 Cotton Pactorasge Systex of the
-‘mzw-a Stetes," W. =

(1916) , 557-65.

Strode, dudson, Jofferson Umvis: Aserican Fatrfot,.
Few York, 1lvS5.

isussig, Vrask ‘mg.emm.u.m.imu
Cambridgs, >

p , U - ”‘.

!a:ﬁ, 1 -

Van Dowsen, Glyndon, Ihurlow Soed. DBosten, 1947.

Van Tessel, David, “Gentlemen of Profor and Standings
Compromise Sentiment in Doston in 3&0 ® YHew
] mux (1960). 80"-519.

Van Vleck, George W., The Fanle of 1357. New York, 1943.
Villend, Oswald Garrison, Joha 9ro 9. Loston,

Walton, Fercy, e Story of Textiles. Ueston, 1012.

dare, Carcllise *., %{W
Lastures Eoston, .






ABLURACT

e Glssetrous offeots of the sar of 1812 upon
Sow lnglend commerce 14d to the rise and development
of the cottoun textile Lndustiry ss an alternative to
finsnoisl dankruptoy. bLuring the 18320's, the textile =snu-
faoturers rose to aocial anc economie prominence in the
day Stato, sand by 1830 hed schloved a positicon of virtu=-
ally undisputed political power.

e appoarance of «Lilles Lloyd Garrleon and
ais ifderstor in L83l propented a distinet threat 0 the
political L1deale and the coconomle fortunes of those low
snglend cotton men. Fearful that tie Abolitionists would
£ousd the South iato secessicn und war, the propertied men
of Coston engeged in & sories of effortes designed %0 assure
the South of thelr good intentions, and to keep the slavery
1asue out of nationsl politica.

o aovesentl of westward expassion during the
late talrtlies, however, brought the problewm of slavery out
into the open. Lnable to prevent the aannexation of Texas,
and overpridden im thelr attumpte to vote down the war with
doxico, the “Cotton Wnlgs" dirested their energles toward
Xooping slavery out of the western lands through political
means. When tne Compromise of 1860 produced a poriod of
relative guies, Soston's men Of business were convinced

that slthoug: they had conoeded the prinolgle of alavery



sxpsnsion to the South, topogruapny weuld make itz practice
8 virtual faposelibllity.

Ils relative cals was rudoly shattered by the
Ransps=-Nebroaks Act in 1d04. Few groups wore us outroged
as the business elements of Joston, and, directed by
AROB A. LANFONGE, TLOY BpOnsOrec the omigration of froo-
goll settlers to Zansks. Asnses w83 Lo Do the suprene
test of the "Cotton Wnig® policy of upholding slavery in
tho States, wuile opposling the expansion of alavery into
the Jerritories.

Seeking a more poaitive way 1o avold conflict
with tiae Scath, the "Cotton whige™ tried to develop a
scapronise pelitical perty., When the Americen, or "Knowe
Botoing" party fsliled %0 meet their requirements, they
nelped to found we Cosstitutionsl Unfon party, 3x the
courss of nationsl ovente was Puncing in the oppoaite
direstion. Ine election of Abranam ifngoln in 1860 pro-
duced secession In tho South, and slthough the "Cotton
Wnige® continued to work for posco, they worked in vain.
#ith the outbIesk of war they backed the Mederasl wer
offort and beasmme indistingulahsbis from any other soolal
or political group in the North.

A Tar a0 tos cotton manulfpoturors woere comcoerned,
the Sivil Wer came about despite thelir efforts, not because
of thiem, and in tneo light of thils Fesomrch 1% soons diffioult



to sustain the thesls that the ¥ar was the result of the
"inevitadile" claah of two divergent economle systems. On the
contrary, the Asorican =saufgcturer &pposrs to have beon
Among toe most influential forces oconslatently working to
provent tie disruption of the Uaion and soeking to eatablish
nersonious relations between Borth and Soutn.
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Thomas Henry O'Connor, son of Jozn F, and Harie A.
O'Conpor, was born in South Boaton, lecexmbder &, 1922, sttended
tho Gate of Neaven Urammar OHohweol, sad greduated from the
Soston Latin School In 1942, After completing his froshom
year as Zoston College, Mr. O'Connor entered the United
States Army, stuldied forelgn lmgusges under the Army
Spoecislized Tealning IFrogram, and spent elghteen montihis in
indis &3 S5talff Sergeant with the 835th Signal Service Battalion.

Mr, O'Connor wes discharged from the Service in 1048
spd continued his under-graduste work at Boston College,
gradusting Eachelor of Arts, Cus laude, in 1949, He then
received a Graduste Fellowship in the Departmsnt of lilastory
and Government AU Boaton College, and in 1050 was awarded ths

deagres of Master of Arts.
in 1680, Wr, O'Connor wips sppointed to the rFaculty

of Boston College ss lnestructor fa Hatory, and in 1055ws
promoted Lo the rank O Asslietant iTofessor.
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