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4th & 5th  Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1860,Taylor, West Virginia, USA –  
George D Robinett in the Family of Moses J and Jane E Robinett. (Footnote 20)   

The 1860 Census of Taylor County, Virginia shows Moses J. Robinette, Hotel Keeper, with his family that 
includes his wife Jane E and children including George D. Robinette, age 15.  George’s Initial “D” is 
incorrect and should be “H” as shown in 1870 Census.  It is resolved as “H” in 1850 Census for the Moses 
J and Jane E Robinett Family because of listed children and Moses is an Inn Keeper. This record links 4th 
and 5th Generations together.   

20

20"United States Census, 1860", database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M41Y-TGX : 19 March 2020), Moses J Robinett, 1860. Taylor, Virginia, 
United States, FHL Film #005171750. 
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4th & 5th  Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1850, Preston County, Virginia, USA – 
George H. Robinett in family of Moses J and Jane E Robinett. (Footnote 21)   

1850 Census of Preston County, Virginia shows Moses J. and Jane E Robinett with son, George H. 
Robinett and family. Moses is an Inn Keeper, that is synonymous with Moses being a Hotel Keeper in 
1860. 1850 Census confirms and links Generation 4 and Generation 5.   

21

. 
21"United States Census, 1850," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M8DK-F8N : 4 April 2020), Moses J Robinett in household of William 
Hamilton, Preston county, part of, Preston, Virginia, United States; citing family 474, NARA microfilm publication 
M432 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.). FHL Film #004206391. 
. 
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Generation 5 – Paternal: Moses J Robinette/Jane Elizabeth Pumphrey 

20. Moses Johnson Robinette* - (1819-1903)

21. Jane Elizabeth Pumphrey (c 1824 – died before 1870)

5th Generation Documentation: Marriage Record – Moses G. Robinette and Jane E Pomphrey.
(Footnote 22) 

NOTE:  This comes from a secondary source index.  It was Moses J. Robinette that married Jane Elizabeth 
Pomphrey – not Moses G. Robinette.  Moses G. Robinette was much older than Moses J. Robinette.  
Unfortunately, the Family History Library is closed and looking at the original record (microfilmed 
version) is impossible right now. Other records were used to identify the marriage.    

22

22 "Maryland County Marriages, 1658-1940," database, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:Q297-XN8W : 17 March 2018), Moses G Robinette and Jane E Pomphrey, 
24 Jun 1838; citing Allegany, Maryland, United States, clerk of the circuit court from various counties; FHL 
microfilm 13,310. 
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5th Generation Documentation: WV BIRTH RECORD – Moses J and Jane E ROBINETT  in daughter 
Sarah Ellen Robinett’s Birth Record (footnote 23) 

This is the birth record for Generation 4 George H Robinett’s sister Sarah Ellen Robinett as both were 
listed in the WV family of Moses J and Jane E Robinette in the 1860 Census in previously presented. Her 
birth records confirm her parents as Moses Johnson Robinett and Jane Elizabeth Robinett, clarifying 
their names.   

23

23 "West Virginia Births and Christenings, 1853-1928", database, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VRR4-361 : 12 December 2019), Sarah Ellen Robinett, Evansville, Preston, 
Virginia, United States 1853.  FHL Film #34490. 
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5th Generation Documentation: VA Death Certificate – Moses J Robinette and Jane Pumphrey in 
daughter Sarah Ellen Robinette Robinette’s Birth Record (Footnote 24)   

Sarah Ellen Robinette Robinette’s VA death certificate further clarifies her parents as Moses J Robinette 
and Jane Pumphrey as well as giving her birthplace in 1854 as Evansville, VA that became WV, which 
syncs with the data learned about Moses and his family during this research. Links Generation 4 to 
Generation 5.    

24

24 Virginia Death Records, 1912-2014, Ancestry.com, Https://ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/9278/.... 
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5th Generation Documentation: WV Birth Record –– Moses J and Jane E ROBINETT  in daughter 
Florence Robinett’s Birth Record.  (Footnote 25) 

The WV birth record for Florence Robinett, Sarah Ellen and George H Robinett’s youngest sister, states 
that her parents were Moses J Robinette and Jane E Robinette.  She was born in Evansville, Preston Co., 
Virginia (now West Virginia.) Further confirmation of parental Generation 5 to child Generation 4.   

25

25 "West Virginia Births and Christenings, 1853-1928", database, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:VRRW-S8R : 12 December 2019), Florence Josephine Robinett, Evansville, 
Preston, Virginia, United States 1856. FHL Film #34490.  



JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN, JR. Ancestry Report of Findings – 10/5/2020 
Joe Biden’s Robinette Lineage 5th and 6th Generation Ancestors were Slave Owners  

Page 33 of 67 

4TH & 5th  Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1850, Preston County, Virginia, USA – 
Moses J and Jane E Robinett Family. (Footnote 26)   

1850 Census of Preston County, Virginia shows Moses J. and Jane E Robinett with son, George H. 
Robinett, and family. Moses is an Inn Keeper, that is synonymous with Moses being a Hotel Keeper in 
1860. 1850 Census confirms and links Generation 4 and Generation 5.   

26

26"United States Census, 1850," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M8DK-F8N : 4 April 2020), Moses J Robinett in household of William 
Hamilton, Preston county, part of, Preston, Virginia, United States; citing family 474, NARA microfilm publication 
M432 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.). FHL Film #004206391. 
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4TH & 5th  Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1860,Taylor, West Virginia, USA –  
Family of Moses J and Jane E Robinett. (Footnote 27)   

The 1860 Census of Taylor County, Virginia shows Moses J. Robinette, Hotel Keeper (like Inn Keeper 
listed in 1850 Census) with his family that includes his wife Jane E and children, including Mary D. (18 – 
F)),  George D. (15 – M), Alice A. (13-F), N.S.(11-M), Sarah E. (F-8), Florence (3-F).  This is the last Census 
we can find with a list of Moses Johnson Robinett family members. Links  4th & 5th Generations.       

27

. 
27."United States Census, 1860", database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M41Y-TGX : 19 March 2020), Moses J Robinett, 1860. Taylor, Virginia, 
United States, FHL Film #005171750. 
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5th Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1870, Flintstone, Allegany County, 
Maryland, USA – M J Robinett (Footnote 28) 

Although George H. Robinett stayed living in West Virginia in 1870, his father Moses moved back to 
Flintstone, Allegany County, Maryland at 50 years of age as a widower, MJ Robinett, on the 1870 census.

28

28 "United States Census, 1870", database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MNSP-LPN : 19 March 2020), M J Robinette, 1870. District 9, Allegany, 
Maryland, United States, FHL Film #004269449. 
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5th Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1880, Flintstone, Allegany, Maryland, USA – 
M J Robinett (Footnote 29) 

Moses Johnson Robinette continued to live in Allegany County, Maryland and appears as M J Robinett in 
the 1880: 

29

29 "United States Census, 1880," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MN3R-SL7 : 15 August 2017), M J Robinett, Flintstone, Allegany, 
Maryland, United States; citing enumeration district ED 3, sheet 26C, NARA microfilm publication T9 (Washington, 
D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.), FHL microfilm 1,254,493.
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5th Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1900, Flintstone, Allegany, Maryland, USA – 
Mossie J Robinette (Footnote 30) 

Moses Johnson Robinette continued to live in Allegany County, Maryland and appears as Mossie J 
Robinette in the 1900 census: 

30

30 "United States Census, 1900," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:M3KY-ZMD : accessed 27 September 2020), Mosses J Robinette, Election 
District 3, Flintstone, Allegany, Maryland, United States; citing enumeration district (ED) 100, sheet 8B, family 149, 
NARA microfilm publication T623 (Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1972.); FHL 
microfilm 1,240,604. 
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5th  Generation Discussion on the different Moses Robinette 

We have seen several different things on the Internet mixing Moses Robinette men together.  There 
are four Moses (listed as #1- #4) listed in the 1840 Census Records in Maryland who we studied to 
correctly identify and document Generation 5, Moses Johnson Robinette (#1).  In addition to being 
found in the 1840 Census, this Moses (#1) was listed at various times in the records as Moses Johnson/
Moses 
J/Mossie Robinett/Robinette, Inn Keeper/Hotel Keeper/Farmer, who was born in 1819 in Allegany 
County, Maryland and later lived with wife, Jane E and their family in Preston and Taylor Counties, 
Virginia, that became West Virginia during the Civil War.  We were able to find him in multiple census 
records in Allegany County, Maryland as well as in his children’s birth and death records in Virginia and 
West Virginia that have been presented previously.  

To make the right Moses determination we studied the four Moses mentioned in the 1840 Census. This 
will be discussed below but first we will eliminate a possible fifth Moses (#5) who we found with his 
family on two pages of the Allegany County, Maryland 1850 Census, who also had a son George,  just 
like Generation 5 Moses Johnson/Moses J Robinette (#1). We did not do research to determine if this 
fifth Moses (#5) was one of the other three Moses listed in the 1840 Maryland Census.      

This #5 Moses Robinette was living in Allegany County, Maryland in 1850 while Generation 5 Moses J 
Robinette (#1) lived in Preston County, Virginia.  Both had sons named George, but the one living in 
Allegany County, Maryland in 1850, his son George is too old to be the Generation 4 George Hamilton 
Robinette who was much younger and living with his parents in Preston County, Virginia in 1850.  See 
the two pages of the Allegany County, Maryland 1850 Census presented below:    
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5th  Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1850, Allegany County, Maryland, USA –  #5 
Moses Robinette and Family with 18 year-old-son, George – Page 1.  (Footnote 31) 

Moses Robinette of Allegany Co, Maryland in 1850 had a son named George, (shown at the bottom here 
on the first page of this 2-page census). This George is 18 and older than Generation 3 George H. 
Robinette born in 1844. This #5 Moses, therefore, is not 5th Generation Moses J  Robinette (#1). 

31

31 "United States Census, 1850," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:MD4S-G6Z : 4 April 2020), Moses Robinett, Allegany county, part of, 
Allegany, Maryland, United States; citing family 2634, NARA microfilm publication M432 (Washington, D.C.: 
National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.). FHL Film #13194. 



JOSEPH ROBINETTE BIDEN, JR. Ancestry Report of Findings – 10/5/2020 
Joe Biden’s Robinette Lineage 5th and 6th Generation Ancestors were Slave Owners 

Page 40 of 67 

5th Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1850, Allegany County, Maryland, USA –  
Eliminates #5 Moses Robinette and Family with 18 year-old-son, George – Page 2.  (Footnote 32) 

The rest of the #5 Moses Robinett family are listed on this second page of the 1850 census, sans Moses 
and George who were shown above on the previous page. Knowing the composition of this family 
enabled us to eliminate them as the correct Generation 5 Moses Johnson Robinette family.  

32

32 ibid 
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5th  Generation Discussion on the 4 Moses Robinette in the 1840 Census 

In order to keep the four different 1840 Moses Robinette men separated from each other, we have 
found and studied them in the following 1840 census records.   

5th Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1840, Allegany County, Maryland, USA – #1 
Moses J Robinett. (Footnote 33) 

We found (#1 Moses) Generation 5 Moses J. Robinett on the 1840 Census of Allegany County, Maryland. 
He was married with no children yet in 1840 but he was not there in 1850. We know from previously 
reported 1850 census research that he lived by that time in Preston County, Virginia with wife Jane E 
and 4th Generation George H.  By 1860, they lived in Taylor County, Virginia.   

33

Note: The Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr. Ancestry Generation 5 Moses Johnson Robinette is listed above in 
1840 Census Allegany County, Maryland, with the letter “J” distinguishing him from the other three 
Moses Robinette of Allegany County, MD. Below are the three other Moses Robinette that lived in 
Allegany County, Maryland in 1840.  

33 "United States Census, 1840," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHRK-TPC : 19 May 2020), Moses J Robinet, Allegany, Maryland, 
United States; citing p. 4, NARA microfilm publication , (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, n.d.), roll ; FHL microfilm 0013182. 
. 
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5th Generation Documentation: US Federal Census, 1840, Allegany County, Maryland, USA – #2 
Moses Robinette between 30 to 40 years old.  (Footnote 34) 

This #2 Moses Robinette was between 30 to 40 years old in 1840.  He is too old to be Moses J(ohnson) 
Robinette who was 21 years old in 1830.  

34

34  "United States Census, 1840," database with images, FamilySearch 
(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:XHRK-TRX : 19 May 2020), Moses Robinett, Allegany, Maryland, 
United States; citing p. 27, NARA microfilm publication , (Washington D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, n.d.), roll ; FHL microfilm 0013182.




